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IN-PERSON WORSHIP RESUMES
Online Worship Continues Unchanged

At it’s January 25 stated meeting, our Session determined to open our doors to inperson worship beginning as early as Sunday, February 7. The decision was
based on the good news of the vaccines being rolled out, the recent improving
numbers in Douglas County, and the confidence in our members who are ready
to attend in-person worship to abide by our protocols required to gather again.
Beginning on Sunday, February 7, we plan to offer one worship service at 11:10
in the sanctuary on Sundays. Children’s Sunday School is not offered.
Mask-wearing will, of course, be required for those age 5 and older. Social distancing will be observed during all worship services. Hand sanitation stations will be available and
should be used. Ushers will escort and dismiss folks to their pews, which won’t contain any Bibles or
hymnals. The offering plate will be placed in the narthex. Congregational singing will be kept to a
minimum, and the service will be shorter and simpler than usual. Only the South Entrance will be used,
and there will not be any mingling in the Narthex before or after the service. (As the Building Campaign has reminded us – we need a bigger gathering space - it’s just impossible to keep 6 feet apart!)
These are the same protocols established by the Session when in-person briefly resumed in the fall, only
to be suspended when the Douglas County numbers rose to the “Severe” level on October 17. However, in January these numbers finally fell below the Severe level, and have continued that way for three
consecutive weeks.
You may see the “Covid-19 Risk Dial” by going to
www.douglascountyhealth.com.
Related to this decision, the Session has also allowed for small group gatherings to resume in the building, beginning February 1. All groups must be approved and scheduled by the church staff. Strict protocols for meetings, including masks and distancing, are to be followed, and each group is tasked with
cleaning their meeting area afterwards. The small groups which met in the building from March to October are familiar with these measures. Partly due to their excellent compliance, the Session is happy to
extend this opportunity to these groups again.
This February re-opening is in no sense a “Grand Opening!” It is not an invitation for all to gather
again. That day is not yet here. We do not expect everyone to join together in the sanctuary, nor should
they. While this re-opening our building and sanctuary is certainly a welcome step to many, it does not
mean that we are out of danger yet. The pandemic is far from over, although there is now a light at the
end of the tunnel - but it’s still a long tunnel. It will take a long time for everyone to get the vaccine.
Patience and vigilance are still required of all of us.

Our on-line worship will continue unchanged – we provide a new pre-recorded service which is available every Sunday morning. Thank you for your faithful attendance, which our statistics prove, continues strong. Most members will continue to “find us online” as we’ve been doing since last March.
Either way, in-person or online, continue to walk with the Lord. This horrible pandemic tests us every
day. Continue to plug into the activities offered. God is faithful. Keep strong in the Lord!
Your pastor and friend,

Marshall Zieman
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Associate Pastor Message
“Pray without ceasing” is one of the charges of Paul in his letter to
the Thessalonians, and our church has answered this call with our prayer
team. When I came to Church of the Cross, I learned about the prayer
chain which had been in existence for a long time. It started in the days of
the telephone chain where each prayer team member would call the next
until all had put the prayer requests in their “to pray for” box. Now, it is
time to update our prayer chain. First, we are changing our name to the
“prayer team” which better represents the many men and women who dedicate their time to praying for our members and friends. Second, we are
adding an additional way to request prayers which is through our website.
There is a new form that allows you to submit a prayer request right on
that sight with the same confidentiality that we had in our earlier format.
https://churchofthecrossomaha.org/prayer-team. Finally, we are recruiting
team members. Are you called to hold up our members and friends in
prayer? Are you wanting to deepen your relationship to God and commitment to the church? If so, we
want you to join our prayer team!
See below for how you can be involved as a member of the prayer team or request a prayer.
To request prayer or be part of the prayer team
Contact Julie Buehler via email
Contact Judy Arms via telephone or in person
Contact Pastor Christine
Request through the website form
Friends, please prayerfully consider if you can be part of this team. Prayer is powerful! Many here
have felt these prayers of our church when they have been hospitalized, lost a loved one, have experienced trauma, or even are feeling isolated from friends and family. To be part of this team is truly both
and honor and a call. To be prayed for is love at work and a reminder of Christ’s hope and the joy that
abides in our faithful service through prayer.
Grace and peace

Christine
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Kristi Treu, Director of Music
Executive Director of Vesper
SINGING (AND PLAYING) GOD’S PRAISES DURING THE PANDEMIC
Last March, amid peak preparation of music for Palm Sunday and Easter, I had the
sad and difficult task of cancelling all rehearsals and other gatherings of Alleluia
Singers, Chamber Singers, the Carillon Choir, and Trinity Brass. The pandemic had
just begun, and we were trying to figure out how to navigate through the shock of our
daily routines grinding to a sudden halt.

Back then, I had great hope that our loss of singing and playing together would be limited to a month or two.
Surely, I thought, by summer we can all be back together. As the summer months dragged on, I extended that
hope into the fall and thought we could pick up where we left off.
When fall came, my hope for any kind of normal music schedule was dwindling along with the falling and
decaying leaves and the shortening daylight hours. I didn’t want to accept a world without the act of corporate singing or playing. What to do?
It turns out that even though we can’t (and shouldn’t) squeeze sixty singers into a room for a 90-minute rehearsal, there are other ways to make music together. For the past few months, I’ve had small ensembles
meeting periodically in Fellowship Hall or in the Sanctuary where there is plenty of room to spread out. We
wear masks and sing for shorter periods of time. We’ve sung hymns and carols outdoors. We made a virtual
choir video for the Christmas Eve service, and have another project planned for February. We’ve had vocal
and instrumental ensembles and soloists record music for online worship services. In short, there has been no
lack of singing and playing God’s praises!
Now, as we look ahead to springtime, with the development and administering of vaccines, there is a light at
the end of the tunnel that glows a bit brighter each day. We will slowly assemble everyone and get back to
our very busy schedules. We will diligently rehearse and work towards singing and playing to the very best
of our abilities.
There is hope!
VESPER CONCERTS
Vesper Concerts presents violinist Olga Smola and pianist Yulia Kalashnikova in “From Russia with Love II,” a program of music by Russian
composers. The concert will be presented ONLINE beginning on February 21 at 3:00 p.m.
Olga and Yulia performed Part I in our 2019 season and were met with
great accolades and enthusiasm. They are both well-known performers
in Omaha and have a large following. Go to www.vesperconcerts.org to
find more information.
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2021 Lenten Study

February 14 – March 28
Lent in Plain Sight by Jill Duffield
God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary
people, ordinary objects, ordinary grace. Through the
ordinary, God communicates epiphanies, salvation,
revelation, and reconciliation. It is through the mundane that we hear God’s quiet voice.
In this devotion for the season of Lent, Jill Duffield
draws readers’ attention to ten ordinary objects that
Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones.
In each object, readers will find meaning in the biblical account of Jesus’ final
days. Each week, readers encounter a new object to consider through Scripture, prayer, and reflection. From Ash Wednesday to Easter, Lent in Plain
Sight reminds Christians to open ourselves to the kingdom of God.
Most of our small groups will meet via Zoom:
Sundays at 9 am
Sundays at 10 am
Mondays at 1 pm
Wednesdays at 10 am

Sundays at 1:30 pm
Thursdays at 6 pm.

Sundays at 3 pm

One of our small groups will meet in person at church:
Sundays at 10:00 am
*This class will be capped at 10 participants.
Please go to our website to register using our online form. Or, call the church office to sign up. Participant
folders and books are available for pick up at church Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., now until February 12.
Please register online by February 7. You may purchase your own book or ask us to order one for you and
the recommended donation is $12.00.

Lent Kits for Kids

As we journey through the season of Lent together, families are invited to focus intentionally on the spiritual discipline of prayer. By exploring Gospel passages about prayer, families are encouraged to learn new ways to expand and enrich their experiences of prayer,
individually, as a family and in community. Starting with Ash Wednesday and going
through Easter, each weekly session will have a scripture, reflection and discussion questions, activity, coloring sheets and prayer. There will be a few fun crafts included as well.
We hope you use this kit to explore and learn together about the mystery of Lent and Easter. The journey begins on February 17 with Ash Wednesday.

Lent Kits for Kids will be available for pick up at church on Sunday, February 7 from 1:00 – 2:00 pm at
the North entrance.
You may also stop by the church between 9 am. and 4pm. February 8 - 12 to pick up your kit. Kits will be labeled
with your name and available on a table in the Lobby.
Please register online by January 31.
Children and Youth Classes
Preschool Sunday School: Video Lessons available online anytime on Sundays
Elementary Sunday School Lessons:
Junior and Senior High Youth Sunday School:
February 7 – Zoom with Sue and Heather at 10:00 am
February 14, 21, 28 – Zoom with Heather and
Holly at 5:00 pm
February 14, 21, 28 – Video Lessons available online any time
JHF: February 7 – Fun Zoom with leaders (or in person depending on weather)
SHF: February 7 – Fun Zoom with leaders (or in person depending on weather)

Page 6

The View from My Office – FEBRUARY 2021
Generally, I publish this article monthly. It has been eleven months since I last
published an article for Cross Currents. With other members of the staff at Church
of the Cross, I’ve been busy looking for solutions, ideas, and ways to keep our
church’s membership alive. I took on the role of recording every portion of the
worship service; never were we all in the sanctuary at once. One day I may have
recorded that week’s music and another day prayers and confessions, and yet another day a welcome, sermon, and benediction. In addition, I also started recording services for Kirk Ryckman and the Anderson Grove Presbyterian Church. I
am the lucky one, I have had my own personal worship services each week. And I
am thrilled with the quality of our online presence and how many of you are faithfully attending church each week.
Your generosity did not stop with your pledged dollars in 2020. During 2019, the Thanksgiving Offering generated $1,546.17 and in 2020, the Thanksgiving Offering generated $5,675.00. In 2019, the
Christmas Offering generated $2,842.58 and in 2020 the Christmas Offering generated $5,675.00. Many
members also give to the Heartland Hope Food Bank each month with your generous food and hygiene
donations. Many other members give by writing a check regularly for Heartland Hope Food Bank
through the church. During 2019 the individual gifts were $3,554.54 and in 2020 the individual gifts
were $13,606.00. Our church’s membership clearly understands our need to support our local communities and PC USA. Thank you.
At the end of December, I had the privilege of moving some funds into our savings account to help defray a future expense. Some of these are done each year like our National Youth Presbyterian Events.
We set aside money for a couple of years and our youth attend the National Triennium every three years.
The same is true for the blacktop parking lot maintenance. This blacktop is sealed, and parking spaces
repainted every two years. Planning ahead like this helps our cash flow and keeps our church financially
strong.
Another thrill for me is your faithful commitment to not only our church but our community and the
world. Last spring when the pandemic began, who would have thought we would still be wearing
masks, social distancing, and planning our errands to limit our exposure in public places. Many of us,
including Anna and myself have contracted the disease. What I have learned is that everyone’s symptoms are different and unique. We thank you for your many prayers, your unending support of our family, and your continued love for us.
I would encourage you to remember our partner church in Gnozdovo, Russia. Recently, many members
have also been suffering from mild to severe symptoms from Covid-19. Including Pastor Leonid and his
wife Elena. Each of them had extended stays in a hospital and are at home recovering.
Thank you for your support during this past year.
Rock Sumner
Business Administrator

Spirit

of Mission
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MORE MISSION IMPACT IN 2021 – JOIN IN!
2020 has been challenging in many ways, but the Mission Committee hasn’t skipped a beat in continuing its good work with the church’s partnered organizations. Our mission partners include Heartland
Hope Mission, Siena Francis House, Omaha Public Schools, Omaha Street School, Voices for Children,
CASA, Together, Inc., Habitat for Humanity, AllPlay Baseball, and other local and international missions (see our full list of mission partners on our website).
For 2021, the Mission Committee has budgeted funds to support new mission partners. If you have an
idea for a new partnership between PCOC and an organization, please email Jimmy
Downes to inquire about the proposal process. New partnerships funded within the last two years
include Together, Inc., Prelude Strings, Robotics and More, Angels Among Us and Re-lease, Inc.
If you have a passion for mission, please consider joining the committee. The Mission Committee meets
monthly (in person or virtually). To express your interest in joining the committee, contact Jimmy
Downes.

TWO WAYS TO HELP OUR SCHOOL SUPPORT MISSION
A primary focus of the Mission Committee is a commitment to at-risk youth. One of the ways we
ac-complish this is by supporting alternate schools like the Omaha Street School and local OPS
schools that do not have PTO support.

Save Your Grocery Receipts to Support Omaha Street School
Remember that your Hy-Vee and Family Fare receipts can
benefit the Omaha Street School (OSS). A percentage of
your purchases will be donated back to Omaha Street School
(OSS).
Just drop your receipts off in either the Hy-Vee or Family Fare boxes at the church, and the Mission
committee will take care of the rest. The condition of your receipts makes a BIG difference as to whether they can successfully be used to collect funds. Please make sure your receipts meet the following criteria before dropping them off.
• Are as flat/unwrinkled as possible
• Have minimal wrinkles or bends
• Are clipped together in long lengths with as few folds as possible
• Are not taped or stapled to other receipts

Spirit

of Mission
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Save and Scan Your Boxtops to Support Walnut Hill Elementary
The Box Tops for Education Program is now online! To begin supporting this program using the new
mobile app, please take 5 minutes and follow these steps:
1. On your phone or tablet, go to your devices App Store.
2. Download the “Box Tops for Education App.”
3. Open the app, register, and choose Walnut Hill Elementary as the crediting school.
4. Search to find products with a rebranded BT4E logo shown below to
confirm eligibility.
5. Scan your entire receipt using the + button to take additional pictures
until the entire receipt is captured.
6. Hit Send.
You can find video directions online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=v-bNcykyK5Y. Or, call Rob Bailey, PCOC School Support Mission Coordinator, at 973-610-5990 for support or a quick tutorial session.

CREATIVITY & HARD WORK MAKE A MERRY HHM CHRISTMAS
2020 challenged everyone to think and work in new ways. Heartland Hope Mission (HHM) met that
challenge with ingenuity and hard work to plan and successfully execute their annual Christmas celebration. They renamed the event from “Christmas in South Omaha” to a “Hope Filled Christmas.”
They also used technology to make gift collection and distribution as virtual as possible to reduce exposure to COVID-19 for their clients and supporters. Supporters could donate gifts in person, make
online contributions, buy gifts online through Amazon, or adopt a family.
50% of the families who applied were ‘adopted’ through the Adopt-a-Family option. The other 50%
were provided with gifts for their children through donated funds, gift drives, and the online Amazon
shopping option. Each child received two gifts and a needed item, 3 stocking stuffers, and a roll of
wrapping paper.
In previous years, PCOC has participated in the HHM gift drive with our Giving Tree and onsite gift
collection. To reduce the COVID risks for our congregation, the Mission Committee decided to promote online shopping through Amazon and online contributions instead of our traditional Giving Tree.
A total of 363 toys were received through Amazon, but HHM was not able to isolate how many of
those were from PCOC. HHM created a dedicated donation page for our church, with a goal of $1000.
PCOC members donated $1,017 in online contributions!
Thank you for supporting this annual event and helping children in our local area who wouldn’t have
otherwise had gifts this Christmas.

Volume Issue
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Our Church Family

Gifts and Memorials
•

Indoor Signage
$7,600.00

•

6– 8ft Tables $1,800.00

•

Carpet Replacement
North and Circle Drive
Entrances $5,064.00

Adeline Christine Lorentzen, baptized on December 18, 2020. Parents are Dillon and Kimberly
Wetuski Lorentzen.

•

Cookie/Donut Hole Ministry

•

Educational Material
Endowments

Elaine Penkava passed away on January 21, 2021. Private services held
at Heafey mortuary.

•

Mission Funds

•

Musicians for Special
Services

•

Printed Music for Choirs

Webb David Versaw, born on December 9, 2020. Parents are
Josh and Kara Versaw. Grandparents are Joe and Stephanie
Weaver.
Nolan Harry Hopp, born on January 1, 2021. Parents are
David and Ally Hopp.

FEBRUARY
• Youth Program Funds
1 Jennifer Reid, Bidong Tot, Kaiden Kort
2 Bernice Hall, Kathryn Lewis, Arlin Kiel, Kevin
• Facility Fund
Wetuski, Shirley Payne, Martha Sherman
3 Eleanor Gould, Nancy Hamil
5 Michaela Kalkwarf, Brady Luke, Amelia Vint,
Augustus Vint
6 Florence Howell, William Harrison, Paul Waters
10 Judy Bruce, Jackson Cunningham
11 Belinda Greiner, Sarah Mooney
12 Haley Allen-Mendick, Keith Engelmann, Jackson Kussman, Annie Bougger,
Elizabeth Murray
13 Peggy Johnson, Lauren Ballou, Noah McClain
14 Joanne Gilmore
15 Richard Bowen, Stan Hale, Jackie McCartney, Doug Rahtman, Bill Ferrand,
Gayle Hoybook, Bob Hasebroock
16 Art Morse, Bridget Buda
17 Jim Speilman
Reminder :
19 Ardell Penney, Bruce Lobaugh, Michelle Djan
20 Tyler Falcone, Kiana Sekle, Eric Haas, Bob Reid
Call the church office when
you or a family
21 Elliott Johnson, Margie Johnson, Jenna Cunningham
member is
22 Bev Koch, Ron Roeder, Sally Hanley
hospitalized.
23 Mark Spielman
402-333-7466
24 Dennis Kaiser
Prayer Chain
25 Steven Schmidt, Brenda Graumann
Contact Julie Buehler or
26 Heather Obregon, Michelle Boesen
Judy Arms or use the Care
Card in the pews.
27 Felix Ayika
28 Harriet Beckenhauer, Lou Harrison, Sarah Frederickson, Linda Matson,
You can also use the new
Joshua Obregon
online form on our website.

Volume Issue
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Welcome New Members

Committee Moderators

Linda and Stephen Niles
Please welcome new member Linda Niles to Church of
the Cross and her husband, Steve, who is an Honorably
Retired Presbyterian Pastor. Linda and Steve have
been worshiping with us on line for several months and
were drawn to us for our traditional beliefs and outstanding music program.

Building and Grounds
John Stalnaker

Linda was born in Wakefield, NE, but lived in
Holdrege where her father was a Presbyterian pastor as
was her grandfather. Steve and his eight siblings grew
up in Iowa where his father was also a Presbyterian
pastor. Linda and Steve met at Hastings College where
they graduated with teaching degrees. Linda taught vocal music, and Steve taught vocal and instrumental music. Steve noted that he
and Sam Rennick were classmates at Hastings.

Finance
Ken Kluck

After working in education for several years, Linda and Steve both pursued
second careers. Linda attended UNMC Nursing School, received a RN-BSN
degree and was a hospice nurse. Steve graduated from the University of
Dubuque Theological Seminary with a Masters of Divinity degree. He served
First Presbyterian Church in So. Sioux City Nebraska for 18 years, and then
served New Zion Presbyterian Church in Clarkson Nebraska for 3 years. After
Steve retired, they moved to Omaha to be closer to two of their three married
sons and grandchildren.
Stephen S. Niles grew up in Iowa and is the middle of
the nine children of Rev. William and Evelyn
Niles. He graduated from Hastings College where he
met his wife Linda. They have three boys - Philip, Jonathan and Christopher - and one grandson (Noah) and
four granddaughters (Emily, Maggie, Abigail and
Sara).
After graduation Steve taught instrumental and vocal
music for 18 years in public and parochial schools in
Nebraska. During those teaching years he served in
churches as a choir director, ruling elder and church
school director.
In 1999 he graduated from the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. And since his ordination as solo pastor he served the First Presbyterian
Church of South Sioux City for 18 years and New Zion Presbyterian Church
of Clarkson for 3 years before retiring.
Please note that since Steve is a pastor he cannot become a member of a
church, but is a member of Missouri River Valley Presbytery. They both look
forward to becoming involved in church activities, and we look forward to getting to know the Niles.

Christian Education
Josh Versaw
Congregational Life
Susan Price/Kristin Jacobi

Membership
Nancy Utman
Mission
Karen Metzger
Worship and Music
Mike Shannon

Deacons
Moderator
Anna Sumner
Vice Moderator
Secretary
Treasurer
Funeral Meals
Pam Swenson
Home Meals Coordinator
Earlene Uhrig
Prayer Shawls Information
Tammie Will
PieceMakers
Karen Morey
Debbie McMullen
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New Members continued
Liam Dempsey is the son of Mike and Associate Pastor
Christine. Liam is studying computer science at Colorado
School of Mines where he is interested in machine learning
and game design. He is hoping to work in cutting edge programming applications.
While he is studying computer science, he has developed his
own brand as a Twitch streamer where he currently is second in the world for his speed run of Alien Isolation and is
among the top 10% of streamers in the world. He sees this as creating community
in the young adult world and works hard to provide a space of inclusiveness with
those who view his stream. His hobbies include cars, especially rotary engine
models, his new Alaskan Malamute named Gracie, creating 3D printing applications and is currently building his own synthesizer from scratch.

DEACONS
With gratitude we thank Joe Weaver for leading the Deacons amidst
the 2020 challenges. He joins Jessica Downes, Adam Goodwin, Margaret Knight, Nancy Koehler, Ann
Pearson, Earlene Uhrig and Emily
Justice as they conclude their term
on the team. Their dedication for
the caring ministry of the congregation was ceaseless. Joining the team are Jenny Bruce, Mary Beth Gust, Matt
Karges, Kathy Moore, Cindy Rieke, Karen Saunders, Bidong Tot, Becky Zieman,
and Clarence Waters. They will begin their term “Zooming” into the Deacons annual retreat February 15, 2021.
The Deacons are funded by the generosity of this congregation and are not part of
the church budget. Traditionally, February is the month the church sets aside for
your financial support. Please consider supporting Deacons this month as part of
your giving. We look forward to serving you in 2021!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

The steering committee would like to thank everyone who has become a part of
Reaching Out to Others; Lifting High the Cross drive. Church of the Cross has
received 168 pledges totaling $2,213,243. Of that pledged amount, at the end of
December we had received and deposited $901,910. More funds have been given
in January.
We are planning a Celebration Sunday later in 2021 as a congregation. We are
hoping to receive another 150+ pledges from members as we move to the end of
the pandemic. Everyone’s gift is important and needed for our success. Remember, we are building this for the FUTURE of our church’s ministry and mission.

Junior High Leaders
Jonathan and Carla Fritz,
Julie Evers and Nickie
Johnson
Senior High Leaders
Dawn and Brad Gibson,
Holly Baddley, Ethan Bennett
If interested please contact
the church office for more
information,
402-333-7466
49ers
Judy Sundberg
Donna Turner
Friday Night Gourmet
Curt Field and Launie
Lambert
Presbyterian Women
Diane Kratz
Presbyterian Men
Jon Boomgaarden
PCOC Book Group
June Fettig
Music & Movement
Betty Baddley
Tai Chi
Paula Allen
Active Minds
Earlene Uhrig
Cross Your Heart Moms
Bev Koch
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