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Following the Star in 2025  
 

Our first Sunday in 2025 is Epiphany Sunday, the day 
when we remember the Magi who followed the star 
which led them to Christ the newborn King.  When the 
star stopped over the place where the child was, 
Matthew writes, “they were overwhelmed with joy” as 
they knelt and presented the holy family with their gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

 
The Star of Bethlehem always reminds me that anything 

is possible.   
 

I looked back, exactly 2 years ago we were putting the last beam on the new 
covered south entrance, and the Welcome Center was yet to be built.  Within a 
year, we were fully enjoying our new edition - it was a hope that has turned into 
a reality!   It is wonderful to dream and then see your dream take shape.  I have 
always believed that any facility is just a place where even bigger things can 
happen.  May our recent success with the Welcome Center stir us on to even 
greater things – and more dreaming.  

 
What are your dreams for PCOC in 2025 as we move into God’s future 

together?  Happy New Year! 
 

Your pastor and friend, 

  Marshall Zieman 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Star Words for 2025   
On Sunday, January 5 we will again be offering “Star Words” to the 
congregation – to spur us on in 2025.  Come to worship and pick out your Star 
Word from the basket (actually, don’t look - let it pick you!).   
 
 

Tuesday Bible Studies 
The Tuesday Bible Studies will resume on January 14 as we continue in the 
New Testament book of Romans.  In January, we will begin in chapter 9.  
Newcomers are always welcome; just bring your favorite Bible and join us in 
the classroom in the Welcome Center at either 7:00 (men) or 1:00 (everyone).   
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Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 

The New Year 
 

For better or worse, I’ve been thinking a lot about 
the New Year and January; particularly, what they 
mean for us philosophically and theologically. All 
this thinking has lead me to two conclusions: first, I 
think far too much about the human-constructed no-
tion(s) of time (seconds, hours, days, months, years, 
silly-but-important-things like the international date-
line) and what it means for us to live in the midst of 
such a construction; second, January is the month of/
for concretization. 
 

Let me explain… 
 

Concretize (verb [with an object]) – make (an idea 
or concept) real; give specific form to. 
 

Taken from the New Oxford American Dictionary 
 

What I mean by concretization in the context of our 
faith and how it relates to the month of January and 
New Years thematically is this… we are supposed to 
reflect on the process of how the nonembodied 
things of our faith became embodied in Jesus Christ; 
with Christ as our example, the unembodied is sup-
posed to continue to become embodied. Simply, our 
spiritual longing is also supposed to be given a mate-
rialized form.  
 

Let me explain further… Stick with me… 
 

Think about it. Spiritually, we go through Advent 
doing our best to let abide within our hearts those 
most precious of soulful and intellectual abstrac-
tions: hope, peace, joy, and love. We carry them in-
tentionally for days and weeks; for days and weeks 
we are called to meditate on them. And then, on 
Christmas morning, we pay homage to the time in 
which hope, peace, joy, and love came to full frui-
tion in their manifest form, in the form of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

When Jesus comes into the picture, those nonem-
bodied things, the notions of hope, peace, joy, and 
love, essentially formless in and of themselves, are 
suddenly given a body. They become concretized. 
Think of when John wrote about the Word becoming 
flesh. This is what I mean, this is the example that 
Christ gives us. 
 

So what’re we supposed to do with this notion of 
concretization in a practical sense? We’re supposed 
to follow Christ’s example further. We’re supposed 
to consider the great things written upon our hearts 
and souls and give them a physical form – we may 
not be very Christ-like in comparison to his ministry 

but we are all called to a particular ministerial voca-
tions of great dignity nonetheless (such as hospitali-
ty, mission, education, etc.).  
 

January then is supposed to be the time when the 
things of the soul become realized. January is a time 
to consider what it is that God is calling you to do: 
what is the new thing in my life that God is nudging 
me towards? Perhaps some of us feel compelled to 
venture out into previously unexplored sectors of our 
faith. Perhaps some of us have overextended our-
selves and need to consider the lilies of the field. 
There’s too many “perhaps” to name, but now is the 
time to sit with such things… and then do them once 
we know what they are. Whatever it is that God is 
calling you to do or be in the new days of this new 
year… may you cherish the times we have been giv-
en to wonder… and embody the call we have been 
given. 
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The View from My Office  
 

LET’S START AN 

ADVENTURE TOGETHER 

As the new year begins, have you thought about 
starting an adventure in reading? I have and I 
thought it might be encouraging if some of YOU 
might join me this year. Let’s make 2025 the Year 
we sat down and read the Bible – together. I expect 
we will find a series of foreign cultures, spread 
across many centuries, with customs and 
expectations that will seem very different from 
what I am accustomed to.  

Some things may sound familiar – for example, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” – but many 
others will seem quite unusual and foreign, such as 
the ritual and food laws of the early Old Testament. 
Regardless, as we settle into this “strange new 
world,” let’s find the insights and riches in 
abundance for living in the world which we inhabit 
today. 

JANUARY 

In the Old Testament, it looks like we will mostly 
read from the book of Genesis. As the first words, 
“In the beginning,” suggest, Genesis gives us the 
basic setting for the people of Israel. 

 

In the New Testament, we will be reading the 
Gospel of Matthew. You may not know that, while 
Matthew appears first in the New Testament, it was 
probably written after Mark. Nearly all scholars 
believe that Matthew and Luke used Mark as they 
wrote their Gospels. All three of these Gospels give 
a sequential account of Jesus’ life. Matthews story 
about Jesus is straightforward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Belinda Greiner  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Roger Utman  

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way to 
serve the church, please con-
sider filling one of our open 
usher spots. You can now 
sign up online for individual 
Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn Bennett 

Date Scripture Reading 

1 Genesis 1, 2 / Matthew 1 

2 Genesis 3, 4 / Matthew 2 

3 Genesis 5, 6 / Matthew 3 

4 Genesis 7, 8 / Psalms 1,2 

5 Genesis 9, 10, 11 / Matthew 4 

6 Genesis 12, 13 / Matthew 5 

7 Genesis 14, 15 / Psalms 3, 4 

8 Genesis 16,17 / Matthew 6 

9 Genesis 18, 19 / Matthew 7 

10 Genesis 20, 21 / Matthew 8 

11 Genesis 22, 23 / Psalms 5, 6 

12 Genesis 24, 25 / Matthew 9 

13 Genesis 26, 27 / Matthew 10 

14 Genesis 28, 29 / Psalms 7, 8 

15 Genesis 30, 31 / Matthew 11 

16 Genesis 32, 33 / Matthew 12 

17 Genesis 34, 35, 36 / Matthew 13 

18 Genesis 37, 38 / Psalm 9 

19 Genesis 39, 40 / Matthew 14 

20 Genesis 41, 42 / Matthew 15 

21 Genesis 43, 44 / Psalm 10 

22 Genesis 45, 46 / Matthew 16 

23 Genesis 47, 48 / Matthew 17 

24 Genesis 49, 50 / Matthew 18 

25 Exodus 1, 2/ Psalms 11, 12 

26 Exodus 3, 4 / Matthew 19 

27 Exodus 5, 6 / Matthew 20 

28 Exodus 7, 8 / Psalms 13, 14 

29 Exodus 9, 10 / Matthew 21 

30 Exodus 11, 12 / Matthew 22 

31 Exodus 13, 14 / Matthew 23 
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Confirmation Christmas  
Party   

 
Our Confirmation Class and  
Mentors met for a fun evening with  
dinner, lots of games, and a sock  
exchange.  

 
Children’s Christmas Pageant  

 

We had a record-breaking 72  children and youth 
participate,  either as cast members, stage crew, ush-
ers or Bible verse readers, in the Children’s Christ-
mas Pageant. What a fun way to start preparing for 
Christmas! Thank you to everyone who helped! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cornerstone Resumes  
January 15 

 

Looking for something to do on Wednesday nights? 
Want to grow closer to God and build community 
with people at church? Then join us at Cornerstone! 
Gathering mid-week to study, sing, and sup with 
your church family is just what you need.  
Register online by January 1.   

 

Adult Education in the New 
Year - Register Online Now 

 

There are opportunities for learning and  
growing together on Sundays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays, beginning January 12.  
Start the year off right by joining one (or more!) of 
these groups: 
 

Theologians, Philosophers, Composers and the 
Pursuit of Beauty 

Led by Cindy Sloan 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  

January 12 – February 23 
 

Beauty is essential to our understanding of God and 
can be a path to God. There are many philosophers 

who have put forward the idea that beauty is essen-
tial in the restoration of the sacred and its im-
portance of our world, well-being, and culture. We 
will listen to portions of lectures to facilitate our dis-
cussion on what beauty is and why beauty should be 
important to the church. Join us for another session 
of great music, great thinkers, and great theologians 
and wonderful discussion.  
 

More Than Words, 10 Values for the Modern 
Family  

Led by Josh and Emily Murray  
Sundays at 10 a.m.  

January 12 – March 2 
 

The values we live and raise our families by are 
grounded first in love. Contrary to many of today’s 
so-called family values, our values go beyond one 
or two loaded social issues to a wholehearted life-
style of practicing compassion, hospitality, justice, 
peace, and belonging.  
More Than Words articulates 10 values that forward
-thinking, openhearted people want to embody in 
their lives and pass on to their children. With practi-
cal ideas and thought-provoking questions, this 
book inspires families to live more intentionally, 
engage their communities, and make a difference in 
the world.  
All parents who are currently raising children in 

their homes are invited to join us as we learn and 
explore together.  

 

Important Dates to Remember 
January 12   Sunday School resumes 
January 15   Cornerstone resumes 
March 9  Lenten Study begins 
April 27  Confirmation Sunday 
May 4  Youth Sunday  

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint — 

 
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Dawn & Brad Gibson, Ethan Bennett, 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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January is a great time to get involved 
in music ministry.  

 

If you’ve been thinking about when and how to get 
involved, January is a great time to start. Here is a list 
of the many opportunities we offer: 
 

Children’s Choir for grades 1-6, rehearsals 
on Wednesdays beginning 1/15 at 5:30 p.m. 
Carillon Choir (handbells) for high school 

through adults, rehearsals on Thursdays beginning 
1/16 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Alleluia Singers for high school through adults, re-

hearsals on Wednesdays beginning 1/8 at 6:30 p.m. 
We also offer a choir for junior high and high school 
singers, a brass ensemble, and occasionally an all-

church instrumental group. If you are interested or 
have questions about any of these, contact Kristi Treu 
at kristi@pcoc.us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the dates for the final  
three Vesper Concerts! 

 

Vesper Concerts has lots of great music to look for-
ward to in 2025: 

Bel Canto Duo on Sunday, February 16, at 3:00 p.m. 

Ryan & Ryan on Thursday, April 3, at 7:00 p.m. 
Bach Aria Soloists on Friday, May 2, at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Linda Matson  

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

Tuesday Bible Study 
Led by Pastor Marshall  

Tuesdays at 7 a.m. (for men only)  
and 1 p.m. (for everyone) Begins January 14 

 

Pastor Marshall will continue to lead us in our study 
of the book of Romans. No need to register. Feel free 
to drop in.  
 

Blessed Are You, the Beatitudes of Jesus in  
Scripture and in Life 
Led by Kirk Ryckman  

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
January 15 – March 19 

 

Examining the Old Testament roots and context of the 
Beatitudes and exploring the contemporary implica-
tions of these powerful words, participants will dis-
cover fresh understanding and insight to enrich their 

faith. We hope you will join us for dinner at Corner-
stone and then this Kerygma Program Bible Study.  
 

Embracing Community Connections 
Led by Kathy Moore and Patty Ritchie 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
April 27 and May 4 

 

Agape for All will continue to share compelling sto-

ries and knowledge of unique programs throughout 
our city. We had a wonderful turnout this fall for three 
speakers who clearly expanded the hearts and minds 

of each of us. We have some speaker ideas in focus 
and plan to offer additional Community Connections 
opportunities this spring but welcome your input. Feel 

free to contact the leaders if you have speaker or topic 
suggestions.  



 Page 6 — January 2025 

 

1/1  Linda Dobry, Nolan Hopp, Chris Voss, 
 Frank Watt  
1/2  Barbara Haar-Rightmyer, Dick Kelley, 
 Nancy Koehler, Dan Olson  
1/3  Gene Pugh, Meg Whaley  
1/4  Conlin Grady, Janey Miller  
1/5  Kim Banat, Liz Breci, June Karges,  
 Josh Murray, Cindy Nisley  
1/6  Andrew Ebert  
1/7  Keith Allen, Heather Berry, Bill Hanley, 
 Diane Holubeck, Tim Johnson,  
 Blake Kahler, Diane Kratz,  
 Madisyn Spielman  
1/8  Quinn McFadden, Jeff Quine, Ann Schmidt, 
 Joan Thorson, Marilyn Willis  
1/9  Megan Davelaar, Bob Hoisington,  
 Ryan Kort, Sharon Sievers  
1/10  Andrew Berry  
1/11  Jennifer Arnold, Sheri Cunningham  
1/12  Linda Bauer, Aurora Quartoroli  
1/13  Sam McClain, Katie Rock  
1/14  Evelyn Aziamoe, Gail Hille,  
 Danial Holdren  
1/15  Taylor Koch, Dwight Peterson, Max Rieke, 
 Carol Sorensen  
1/16  Brad Dittman, Stephanie Voss  
1/17  John Broderick, Emmie Fuller,  
 Launie Lambert  
1/18  Franny Bartling, Anna Ellinghaus,  
 Sharon Marvin-Igel, Lois Morris,  
 Sharon Rich  
1/20  Alta Empkey, Charlotte Thiessen  
1/21  Michael Anderson, Loni Williams  
1/23  Amy Ellis, Mary Beth Gust  
1/24  Kaitlynn Evers, Joan Miles, Josephine Tot 
1/25  Quinn McGuire  
1/26  Becky Bianchi, Brad Jacobi  
1/27 Spencer Kussman, Marissa Mathia,  
 Hadley McDaniel, Tyler Zimmerman  
1/28  Peg Hiles, Anne Laws, Rose Lippincott, 
 Jessa Sherlock  
1/30  Jonathan Fritz, Edward Huff, Jr.  
 

Thank you for your prayers and cards 
Becky and I are very grateful for all your 
prayers and nice cards you sent after my 
November back surgery.  It’s great to be 
back in the office and the sanctuary!  I’m “back” at it 
again with Physical Therapy! - Marshall Zieman 

In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
and Judy Arms  

 

Our Own Authors 
 

Did you know that we have some talented writers 
in our congregation and that some of their books 
are in the church library? This write-up will feature 
three authors of children’s and young adult 
nonfiction.  
- Gayle Kerr-McFadden has written FOLLOW 
THE STAR: A CHRISTMAS STORY. This book 
is a very simple retelling of the first Christmas. The 
ending links our Christmas customs to the Biblical 
story. Graphic design artwork is by MUJKA. The 
book is in the children’s nonfiction section (Dewey 
#232) with black tape on the spine.  
- In that same section is Bidong Y Tot’s book A 
BOY IN AKOBE, SOUTH SUDAN. Bidong tells 
his own story of a day in the life of a boy raised in 
Akobe, South Sudan where he was born. The 
appealing artwork is by Jaqueline Lopez-Regel. 
Children will respond to the simple story line and 
accompanying illustrations. (Dewey #232— black 
tape on spine).  
- THE DUNEHAVEN COUNCIL by Patty Ritchie 
traces the seasons of the year in the lives of animal 
residents in a woodland community. They meet in 
their Dunehaven Council quarterly to share stories 
and concerns; there they meet two curious children 
and talk together about the problems and challenges 
they face. The children are able to communicate 
with the animals and work with them to find 
solutions to problems in their shared world. Patty is 
not only the author, but she has done her own 
watercolor illustrations. This book is found in the 
youth nonfiction section (Dewey #574.5). There is 
a second copy in the adult nonfiction section.  
 

You’re invited to check out these books and maybe 
talk with the authors about them. The next time a 
library article appears, it will feature our talented 
authors of adult books.  

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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Deacons January Update  
Submitted by Chris Voss 

 

Happy New Year from the Deacons.  Before we get 
too far into New Year’s business let me recap the long 
standing, beloved PCOC tradition that is the Advent 
Dinner.  The Advent Dinner was a great success again 
in 2024.  Jerry and Renee  
Cornett organized a delicious 
meal consisting of roast beef, 
roasted potatoes, green beans, 
salad and dinner roll.  Jerry and 
Renee enlisted all available 
Deacons to assist in every  
aspect from setting tables,  
serving drinks as well as all the 
cleanup.  We served approxi-
mately 250 people.  Although 
this is primarily a Deacons committee service to the 
church, many committees have a role in getting every-
thing in place, so thank you to Buildings and Grounds, 
Congregational Life, Membership, Finance, Presby-
terian Men, Mission, Worship and Music, Finance and 
the Communication team.  The left over food was de-
livered to Sienna Francis House. 
 

Looking ahead to the New Year the Deacons will con-
tinue to serve the church through the Neighborhood 
Care program, hospital visits, home meals, prayer 
shawls, funeral luncheons and home delivered com-
munion among others activities. 
Aside from the routine activities mentioned above, the 
Valentine outreach committee, currently lead by Car-
olyn Will, will soon be preparing Valentine care pack-
ages for our young adults who have recently moved 
on from high school and before you know it, Spring 
will be here and the Deacons will be hosting a Senior 
Recognition Brunch for the high school seniors at 
PCOC.  There is much to look forward to in 2025! 
Happy New Year! 
 

2024 Winter Clothing, Coat and 
Shoe Drive Update  

Submitted by Rob Bailey 
 

We wrapped up our 2024 Winter Clothing, Coat and 
Shoe Drive Event for OPS schools Bancroft, Sher-
man, Walnut Hill, Dodge, King and, new this year, 
Wakonda Elementary. Thank you letters and e-mails 
have been coming in and Timara Kroeger the school 
nurse at Sherman Elementary writes… “On behalf of 
the Sherman administration and families we would 
like to take the time to say thank you for all your con-

gregation does each year to support our school com-
munity.”  
 
A big special thank you goes out to Kristin Johnson 
and Julie Buehler who seamlessly handled all of the 
buying and delivery of to each school in the days be-
fore Thanksgiving. This season PCOC supplied 104 
long and short sleeve shirts, 16 pairs of gloves, 19 

pairs of boots, 106 winter coats, 21 pairs 
of tennis shoes, 184 sweatpants, 400 
pairs of socks, 700 pair of underwear and 
a partridge in a pear tree. We are truly 
blessed each year to have a congregation 
and a mission committee so willing to 
meet these needs. Happy New Year to 
all!  

 
 

Save the Date for April 8th 
“Divisible,” a documentary by Lizzy Barrett 

  
What you know about redlining - both from an histori-
cal perspective and the residual effects felt in Omaha 
today?  
We will gather with other churches in Omaha to 
watch this remarkable film, by Lizzie Barrett, listen to 
a panel discussion, and enjoy food from Myrtle and 
Cypress Coffeehouse.  
Watch for sign ups - but for now - Save the date! 

 

 

Deacons Moderator:  
Neal Hubbard  
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Active Minds in January 
 

Come join the fun and laughs with Active 
Minds when we resume on January 14th. 
We will be playing Spades and Five 
Crowns.  Please join us when the weather 
and your schedule allows.  1:30-4:00 pm in 
the lower level --- couch area /Great room.  You are 
welcome to come down after Bible Study 
dismisses.  New players are welcome at any time. 
Friends who are not members of PCOC are always 
welcomed also.   
Contact--Earlene Uhrig 
 

Presbyterian Women January 2 
 

Happy New Year wishes from the 
Presbyterian Women!  On January 2nd at 
9:30 am in the Courtyard room we will 
continue our studies from Growing Older 
& Wiser by Dale & Sandy Larsen.  Jacquie 

Kluck will share Lesson 5 “Wiser by Faith” from 
Genesis 24: 1-9. All church women are invited to 
join us. Please contact Cindy Nisley  if you have any 
questions. 
 

PCOC Book Group on January 15  
 

PCOC Book Group will meet January 
15 in Room 13 from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. 
to review James by Percival Everett. 
All readers are welcome! Questions? 
Contact Charlotte Hubbard. 

Presbyterian Men January 25 
 

On Saturday, January 25th at 9:00 am, PCOC men 
are invited to attend a continental breakfast and 
program in the Welcome Center.  Our speaker will 
feature Josh Planos, VP of Marketing, 
Communications & PR, at Better Business Bureau 
of the Midwest Plains.  He will speak about “Scam 
Prevention” covering key strategies to protect 
yourself from scams and what to be on the lookout 
for in today’s increasingly digital world.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to learn how to safeguard your 
finances and personal information.  Please sign-up 
to attend at the Information Desk by Sunday, 
January 19th, and feel free to invite a friend to join 
you!  Contact Jon Boomgaarden with questions. 
 

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays  
 

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in 
the Great Room.  
Coordinator: Betty Baddley  
Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and 
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.  
Coordinator: Paula Allen  

 

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:  
Amy Boesen & Brenda Graumann  
 
 

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:  
Kathy Nickel & Stephanie Weaver  

Agape For All Recap 
Submitted by Patty Ritchie  

 

Our November Embracing Community Connections 
Speakers were terrific! And so were the participants!   Our 
new Welcome Center the perfect place to 
gather and learn more about our communi-
ty and how we can be involved in sharing 
God’s love. 
 There is so much joy in this pro-
cess! Pictured here is Itzel Lopez, CEO of 
the Latino Economic Development Coun-
cil. She and Albert Varas, CEO of the La-
tino Economic Development Council, 
painted a compelling picture of the South 
Omaha Community, and the growth and 
challenges it is experiencing.   
 Our November 10 speaker, Echohawk Lefthand, 
Administrator for the Office of Health Disparities in the 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) emphasized the importance of relationship build-

ing, which underscores all progress. Conversations with 
constituents offer real solutions. Reducing health inequities 
benefits all of our citizenry. 
 All of our speakers strongly encouraged us to 
watch for legislation regarding health and economic growth 

for our populations who have been histori-
cally underserved. We can communicate 
with our elected officials and help build 
brighter, healthier futures. 
 Agape for All will continue to offer 
speaker series that enable us to learn more 
about the corners of our city that we may 
not experience every day. We have some 
possible speaker ideas in focus for the Sun-
days following our Lenten Studies and we 
would welcome additional ideas and input. 

Contact Kathy Moore or Patty Ritchie. 
 Watch for specific announcements later in the 
spring.  In the meantime shop and explore  highlighted are-
as of our city, or volunteer for opportunities that have been 
presented to us so far. 
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Agape for All Cont.  
 Martin Luther King Day 

 

One of these opportunities will present itself on 
Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 20. 
Events include an MLK Day of Service at The 
Venue at Highlander Accelerator, supported by 
United Way of the Midlands. Enjoy food from Big 
Mama’s, the Rib Shack, and Aleece’s Sugar Shoppe 
at the annual MLK Luncheon from 12 - 1:30. Then 
from 2:00 - 4:00, also at The Venue, volunteer and 
help assemble snack packs for the Bright Minds 
program of the Empowerment Network.  
 

Several of us have visited the wonderful Highlander 
Accelerator facility, which houses The Venue, Big 
Mama’s, and No More Empty Pots, for tours and 
lunches.  
 

The Venue event center and No More Empty Pots 
are located at 2120 North 30th Street 
The Highlander Accelerator - 2112 North 30th 
Street 
 

We will share more information about MLK Day 
events as it becomes available. 
 

So, let’s continue to find new ways to Embrace our 
wonderful Community Connections throughout 
2025! 
 

The Mission Committee Mailbox 
 

The Mission Committee would like to share with 
you some of the mail we receive every month from 
the organizations which are the grateful recipients 
of your generosity. Below are the latest thank you 
notes we have received: 

- Executive Director Craig Huffman would like to 
thank you for your support of the mission and 
ministry of Camp Calvin Crest with your recent 
donation of $9,500. 
 

- Chief Executive Officer Carla Rizzo and Chief 
Development Officer Lacey Locklear of Completely 
Kids would like to thank you for your support of 
$2,000 for their year-end appeal which will help 
create community for kids and families. 
 

- The ROC Youth Center feels God has blessed 
them through all you do, your prayers and your 
generous gift of $2,000. 
 

- CASA for Douglas County says that your gift of 
$2,900 has given children in foster care a 
voice!  The dollars help CASA coach, empower and 
inspire volunteer advocates to improve the lives of 

abused and neglected children. 
 

- Sarpy County CASA Program Director Tara 
Williamson thanks you for your “incredibly 
generous gift” of $4,150.  Your contribution will go 
directly toward their Holiday Giving Drive, which 
will provide gifts for 120 children. 
 

- Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging’s Executive 
Director Trish Bergman thanks you for your 
donation of $3,000 and your incredible commitment 
of delivering meals twice a week to Omaha seniors. 
 

- HELP Medical Equipment Rental & Long-Term 
Care Planning thanks you for your $2,000 
donation.  Executive Director Kurt Bush said that 
“through your generosity HELP is able to reach out 
to and assist those in need of medical equipment 
and/or long-term care.” 
 

- Timara Kroeger of Sherman Elementary thanks 
you for all your support and donations this fall.  She 
said, “All the items donated are definitely put to 
good use and we are extremely grateful.  We would 
never be able to supply the items we do without 
your help.” 

 
Siena Francis House Servers Needed 

Sunday, January 12 
4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of 
every month at Siena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time 
to this mission. Questions? Contact Keith Allen. 
 

Scan our QR code to access the 
church online sign up page. 
We’ve made it easy to sign up to 
serve at Siena Francis House.  

 

Mission Committee Moderator:  
Anne Wattles  



 

Cross Currents 
 

The Cross Currents is  
published monthly by the  

Presbyterian  
Church of the Cross,  

1517 South 114th Street,  
Omaha NE 68144-1799 

 

Church Office: For general church information/requests/inquiries, contact the 
church office. Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us or phone: (402)333-7466  
 

Communications: Christian Fritz  
communications@pcoc.us  
For Cross Currents and Bulletin announcements, church website updates, Zoom 
meeting invites, or other communications needs, please contact Christian. 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Omaha Ne  

Permit No. 833 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross 
1517 South 114th Street 
Omaha NE 68144-1799 

Next Cross Currents Deadline is: 
Third Friday of the month 
 

 

 

December 13, 2024 

Next New Member Discussion  
January 12, 2025 

 

Do you know someone who is looking for a church 
home? Invite them to visit this month — Advent at 
Church of the Cross is a wonderful time of year to 
show off what our church has to offer! Our next New 
Member Discussion will be on Sunday, January 12, 
2025 after the worship service. The discussion will 
last about an hour, and a light lunch will be provided.  
 
Scan our QR code to sign up online or 
call the church office to register!  

 
 

 


