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Meet Annika Shaw 
 

The month of June brings to PCOC a 
new full-time staff person, Annika Shaw, 
who becomes our new Office 
Administrator and Community 
Engagement Coordinator!   This new 
position combines Julie Hansen’s role in 
holding down our front office and adds 
to it the role of creating and managing 
our growing communication efforts – 
print, digital, social media, website, and 
more.   Feel free to stop by the office to 
welcome Annika. 
 
In good Presbyterian fashion, Annika’s 

coming on board did not happen in a vacuum – various church entities 
participated in creating and shaping this new position and then in seeking out 
Annika.  Kudos to our Communications Task Force, our Compensation & 
Benefits Task Force, our Finance Committee, our Personnel Committee, and also 
to our Session. It’s our Presbyterian ethos in action! 
 
Annika is skilled in the various modern aspects of marketing – analyzing data 
and web traffic, creating content for websites and social media, creating posts 
with videos and images to communicate events, activities and news, all with the 
intent of promoting greater community involvement – both internally (to our 
church) and externally (to our surrounding community).   
 
Annika is from the mid-west, growing up in Indianola, Iowa.  After graduating 
from Drake University in Des Moines (majoring in Marketing and Cello), she 
came to Omaha to work with the Omaha Conservatory of Music and with the 
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, where she oversaw all of the 
Foundation’s communication strategies.  You may have seen Annika at our 
Vesper Concerts this year, taking stunning photographs which she has used to 
publicize all our numerous Vesper Concerts.  Annika just recently received a 
Pinnacle Award as New Kid on the Block by the Omaha chapter of the American 
Marketing Association for her work in promoting last year’s blockbuster Vesper 
Concert which featured The Queen’s Six.   
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We intend Annika to oversee our growing Commu-
nications Team, which includes Christian Fritz, 
Mark Kanitz, and Josh Garry.  We also envision the 
creation of a new Communications Session Commit-
tee, with Annika serving as staff liaison to a group 
of skilled lay volunteers, each helping to shape all 
our communication efforts. 
 

Julie Hansen to Retire 
 
Annika’s arrival does signal the retirement of Julie 
Hansen, who has faithfully served PCOC for 32 
years.  Julie says she is “really ready” to retire now 
and is thrilled to have Annika coming on board.   
Julie and Annika will overlap in early June, so you 
might hear either of their voices on the phone for a 
few weeks.    
 
Make sure to thank Julie for the wonderful ways she 
has served so many of us over the years.  Perhaps 
Julie will recount for you how she was hired by Rev. 
Ronnie Osborne while Kirk was out of town, or re-
count one of her five trips she’s made to Ireland, or 
of her love for Chicago-style popcorn, or tell you all 
she knows about our new American Pope.   Our 
staff will surely miss Julie, as she has helped each of 
us in our ministries in so many ways.   She is a dear 
friend who certainly deserves a happy retirement, 
but we will miss her deeply.  We hope she will come 
back to visit often, either in the office or at a special 
music worship service or Vesper Concert.   
 
 
 

Your pastor and friend,   
 Marshall Zieman 

 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

The Tuesday Bible Studies continue in the gospel of 
Mark.  Newcomers are always welcome; just bring 
your favorite Bible and join us in the classroom in 
the Welcome Center at either 7:00 (men) or 1:00 
(everyone).   
 

 
 

Richard Meyer and Kirk Ryckman are 
celebrating 50 Years in Ministry 

 

On June 22, we will host a celebration in The  
Welcome Center for both Richard Meyer and Kirk 
Ryckman, as they both were ordained as minsters 
within a week of each other 50 years ago. Richard 
was ordained June 22, 1975 in San Fernando Vally 
Presbytery in California and Kirk was ordained June 
29th 1975 at First Presbyterian Church in Saginaw 
Michigan. 
 

Being a minister, you are called to many places over 
the years in ministry. For Richard, his journey began 
here in Omaha, at the West Hills Presbyterian 
Church as an assistant pastor. After seven years at 
West Hills, he accepted a call to the Brookings Pres-
byterian Church in Brookings on the Oregon coast 
where he served as a solo pastor. When the senior 
pastor left, West Hills called him back to serve as 
their Senior Pastor, and finally after West Hills, he 
went to Maitland, Florida, a suburb of Orlando to 
serve for another 7 years.  
 

Kirk started his ministry at Princeton Seminary, 
where during that time, he and Debbie were married 
while both going to school. He then did field educa-
tion work for two years at a church in Chestnut 
Hill,  PA, followed by his last year serving at Old 
Tennett Church. During seminary he was matched 
for a scholarship with a donor church, Vance Me-
morial Church in Wheeling, WV, where during his 
first week there had to perform two funerals! After 4 
year, he then took a call Grace Community Presby-
terian Church in Lower Burrell, PA as a solo pastor. 
He stayed there from October of 1979 to December 
of 1986 where someone submitted his name to the 
Pastor Nominating Committee for a place out in 
Omaha, NE called Church of the Cross where he 
stayed for almost 29 years. 
 
Join us in celebrating this achievement with them, 
as well as hear more information on their story as 
ministers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 
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Words, Acts, and Sabbaths 
 

For the past several months, stretching back to last 
year, we have been reading from the Gospel of 
Luke during our services together; and now, more 
recently, we have been reading from the book of 
Acts after reading about Jesus’ resurrection in 
Luke. This has given us an unusually seamless 
view into the historical beginnings of “Christianity” 
and the “Church.” I use the word “seamless” here 
to describe the transition between Luke and Acts 
because, as many of you know, unlike the other 
Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and John), Luke is the 
only one that has an additional body of work that 
follows directly on the heels of its Gospel proper 
via the same author (all the other works in the New 
Testament that follow Acts are scholastically 
attributed to authors other than Mark, Matthew, and 
John). This literary reality is critical to keep in 
mind. 
 

It's critical to keep in mind because how we look at 
and understand Luke should never be entirely 
separate from how we understand Acts, and how 
we understand Acts should never be entirely 
separate from how we understand Luke: together 
they represent one whole, unified journey. Think of 
these two different books in the New Testament 
like the three different yet inseparable areas of 
Jesus’ mission on earth: Jesus’ ministry, Jesus’ 
crucifixion, and Jesus’ resurrection; yes, you can 
absolutely isolate and deductively identify certain 
things about each area of his earthly mission that 
give us a particular understanding of one of those 
things alone, but, no, one should not ever consider 
each area as if they’re unrelated, even categorically. 
They are different parts of the same story, different 
parts of the same body. 
 

What we then have to keep in mind is that what 
Luke and Acts each boil down to is Word and 
Action. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells us the 
Good News, he speaks in parable and prophecy, 
and then demonstrates it. In Acts, the apostles and 
disciples of Jesus Christ spread the Good News of 
the gospels, and they do it in a way that is 
accompanied by action; they didn’t just hang 
around Isreal, they lived in a way that is consistent 
with Matthew’s great commission (“go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations,” Matthew 28:19). 
Jesus of Nazareth died in Jerusalem. Peter and Paul 
died in Rome. Thomas died in India. James died in 
Spain. Through Jesus, Luke, Acts, and the 1st 
century works of the apostles it would seem we 

have this incredible blueprint of how to live our 
lives – with a faith that is rooted in word and 
action. 
 

And this is correct. It is an incredible blueprint, one 
we can, and should, follow. But it’s missing 
something. Just like Jesus mission on earth would 
be missing something if there was no resurrection, 
so is the blueprint incomplete, if not for one more 
important thing: the Sabbath. 
June is a wonderful time to remember, that from 
the very beginning, God understood the importance 
of rest, the importance of Sabbaths. June is a good 
time to remember that even in the wilderness, when 
some of the Israelites said they preferred slavery to 
following God in the desert, God gave Moses the 
10 Commandments, and in those Commandments, 
God said, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy” (Exodus 20:8).  
 

So yes, as Luke tells us, God calls you and I to live 
out the Good News in Word and Acts. But God is 
also calling you to keep the Sabbath holy. Really 
think about it – God did not say “keep it relevant” 
or “keep it important” – God said keep it holy. So, 
as summer approaches, remember to take delight in 
whatever rest you find… even if that means doing 
nothing at all. Because Sabbaths, along with Words 
and Acts, are supposed to be kept holy by all of us.  
As summer approaches, and schedules change, and 
trips are planned and taken, may each of you find 
your Sabbath. And enjoy it. Remember. God is 
calling you to do so. 

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way to 
serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 
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The View from My Office  
 

JUNE’S SPOTLIGHT 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 

Here is a thought to keep in mind as we continue 
reading in June, in 30 days we will be halfway through 
The Year of the Bible. Keep that in mind, take time to 
reflect over the readings that each of us have completed 
this far, to give thanks for this accomplishment, and to 
ask for help in continuing until the end of the year.  
 

The discipline of regular reading, no doubt, has been a 
profitable challenge for me. I started this challenge by 
asking others to join me so that each of you would help 
hold me responsible throughout the year. It is one thing 
to set a goal. To meet it, one needs to share that vision 
with others and then be held accountable. Each of you 
who are reading daily are helping keep me on track 
daily. I have found it to not only be a fairly rigorous 
challenge but a valuable one that allows me time to 
enrich my faith and draws me closer to Jesus Christ. 
Thank you. 
 

The Old Testament readings this month cover the 
second half of 2 Kings and the books of the Chronicles. 
It is important to remember as we read 2 Kings the 
people are no longer united. There are two kingdoms – 
Israel in the north and Judah in the south. At times the 
kingdoms work together, but there is no love lost 
between them. 
 

When we move into reading Chronicles, we may want 
to simply read it quickly. Note that the writer presents 
David and Solomon as ideal figures by which to gauge 
later rulers. At the same time, there is a stress on the 
priesthood, the temple in Jerusalem, and the need to 
obey the Law of Moses. Looking for these themes will 
give you a thread to follow as you read. 
 

And that is just the first half of May! There are more 
kings and stories to complete your springtime reading. 
 

The New Testament readings for June begin with the 
last two-thirds of 2 Corinthians. The tone of the letters 
indicates that Paul has difficulties with this church.  
We will also be reading Galatians and Ephesians this 
month. Galatians gives us a sustained discussion of the 
famous doctrine of the Reformations, “justification by 
faith alone.” How urgent this was for Paul is apparent 
when you see that he opposed Peter publicly at Antioch 
(2:11). For Jews of that day, the law is inviolable and 
eternal. Paul had come to see that the Law is only 
temporary. There is much for us to ponder on in these 
chapters. 
 

Ephesians, since it does not address acute difficulties 
and problems, is much more serene in tone than 
Galatians. It, too, talks about justification and, like the 

end of Galatians, offers comments on living as 
Christians in the world. In fact, Ephesians contains 
some practical advice about this. Even more significant, 
perhaps, are the appealing statements about the riches of 
God in Jesus Christ.  
 
Join us in reading, it is never too late to begin! 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray   

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

JUNE Scripture Reading 

1 2 Kings 10, 11, 12 / 2 Corinthians 5 

2 2 Kings 13, 14 / 2 Corinthians 6 

3 2 Kings 15, 16 / Psalms 64, 65 

4 2 Kings 17, 18 / 2 Corinthians 7 

5 2 Kings 19, 20 / 2 Corinthians 8 

6 2 Kings 21, 22 / 2 Corinthians 9 

7 2 Kings 23, 24, 25 / Psalms 66, 67 

8 1 Chronicles 1, 2, 3 / 2 Corinthians 10 

9 1 Chronicles 4, 5, 6 / 2 Corinthians 11 

10 1 Chronicles 7, 8, 9, 10 / Psalm 68 

11 1 Chronicles 11, 12, 13, 14/2 Corinthians 12 

12 1 Chronicles 15, 16 / 2 Corinthians 13 

13 1 Chronicles 17, 18 / Galatians 1 

14 1 Chronicles 19, 20, 21 / Psalm 69 

15 1 Chronicles 22, 23 / Galatians 2 

16 1 Chronicles 24, 25, 26, 27 / Galatians 3 

17 1 Chronicles, 28, 29 / Psalms 70, 71 

18 2 Chronicles 1, 2 / Galatians 4 

19 2 Chronicles 3, 4, 5 / Galatians 5 

20 2 Chronicles 6, 7 / Galatians 6 

21 2 Chronicles 8, 9 / Psalm 72 

22 2 Chronicles 10, 11, 12 / Ephesians 1 

23 2 Chronicles 13, 14, 15 / Ephesians 2 

24 2 Chronicles 16, 17 / Psalm 73 

25 2 Chronicles 18, 19, 20 / Ephesians 3 

26 2 Chronicles 21, 22, 23 / Ephesians 4 

27 2 Chronicles 24, 25 / Ephesians 5 

28 2 Chronicles 26, 27, 28 / Psalm 74 

29 2 Chronicles 29, 30 / Ephesians 6 

30 2 Chronicles 31, 32 / Luke 1:1-38 
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Last Chance to Sign up  
for VBS! 

Tuesday – Thursday 
July 15 – 17 

9 a.m. to Noon 
4 years – 5th Grade (completed) 

Cost is $10/student, $20/family max 
   

 

Join us in a fun-filled adventure on the open road, 
taking us on thrilling journeys to exciting destina-
tions. Led by Navigator Marshall and an adven-
turous pup Scout, kids will learn that God is always 
with them. Get ready for twists, turns, 
and excitement as they face new  
challenges and find strength in God's 
presence on this unforgettable trip!  

Register Now: 

 
May Baskets 

 

This SHF fundraiser raised almost $1000! The pro-
ceeds will go towards their summer mission trip to 
Estes Park, Colorado. We are incredibly grateful for 
everyone who contributed to this fundraiser in sup-
port of SHF.  
 

  
 

Brad & Dawn Gibson  
Retirement Reception  

 

Brad and Dawn have served as Senior High Fellow-
ship youth leaders for over 10 years. Can you guess 
how many hours they have spent with our senior 
high youth these past 10 years? Well, my trusty cal-
culator tells me it’s about 2,500 hours! They have 
sacrificed time with their own families to spend time 
with our youth. They deserve our thanks. Come cel-
ebrate their faithful service on Sunday, July 13 at 
11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. There will be cake 
and a short program.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the  
Senior Class of 2025! 

 
Pictured left to right: Daley Gibson, Jenna Cunning-
ham, Blake Harrison, Beckett Friesen, Avery Fuller, 
Henry Spann 
 
Youth Sunday is my favorite Sunday of the year. 
What a wonderful way to honor our youth! If you 
weren’t able to attend, you should watch it online. 
The youth did a fantastic job leading worship. Their 
faith talks were heartwarming. We couldn’t be 
prouder! A special thank you goes out to the Dea-
cons and the Cornetts for providing the delicious 
brunch and keepsake booklet.  

 

Important Dates to Remember 
July 13  Gibson’s Retirement 

 Reception, 11 a.m.  
July 15 – 17  Vacation Bible School 
August 5 - 8   Art & Music Camp 
September 7  Sunday School Begins 

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Dawn & Brad Gibson, Ethan Bennett, 
Susan Price, Piper Smith, Jonathan Fritz 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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6/2  Briley Mathia, Piiri Morey, Naomi Rueb, 
 Ellie Sherlock  
6/3  Dawn Buchanan, Alex Voss  
6/4  Ella Moore 
6/5  Maya Maxwell, Mika Trapp  
6/7  Jean Carey  
6/8  Kristen Hinz, Larry Rock, Brooks Trapp  
6/9  Bryce Crawford III, Claude Smith,  
6/10  Anne DeCosta  
6/11  Cosette Ebert, James Tot,  
6/12  Susan Geschwender, Crosby Koch,  
 Scott Sumner, Kathy Leach  
6/13  Cindy Sloan  
6/14  Carl Mammel Jr., Matthew Price  
6/15  Christina Kahler  
6/16  Renee Cornett, Bethany Haas, Kim Reid  
6/17  Bryan Hoybook, Casey Knight  
6/18  Greg Breci, Cael Dempsey, John Millar, 
 Gary Neuhaus  
6/19  Judy Keating, Fiona Smith, Linda Hulsey 
6/20  Maren Fuller, Leslie Nicas 
6/21  Jacob Buda, Kate Morris  
6/22  Kevin Curtis, Ava Kalkwarf, Isla Kalkwarf, 
 Dan Kerr  
6/23  Keegan Anderson  
6/24  Sue Foehlinger, Debbie Mazgaj  
6/25  Blake Harrison  
6/26  Ann Pearson, Dave Pederson, Ron Wax  
6/27  June Fettig, Beverley Karrer,  
 Stephanie Weaver, Kevin Kerr  
6/28  Julie Buehler  
6/29  Erin Bauer, Marty McGuire,  
6/30  Wayne Bauer, Shepard Versaw,  
 Rylan Lehman  

 
In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 

 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
Judy Arms  

Thank You from our Members  
We want to thank our church family for the kind words, 
prayers, cards, and hugs that you showered our family 
with on the loss of our beloved son and brother, Ronald 
(Ron).   

Charles and Ruth Madison 
Bev and Rob Koch 

Linda Madison 
 

International Learning  
Program Graduation  

 
The commencement ceremony 
for the 2025 International 
Learning Program was held on 
Tuesday, May 13 at Saratoga Elementary School. This 
year six students graduated, five attended the ceremony 
while a seventh, who missed last year’s ceremony due to 
illness, was able to come back and be recognized. This 
year‘s grads were very unique personalities facing 
different types of disabilities but each managed to come 
to the microphone and share their favorite ILP activity. 
There responses added laughter to the event which were 
recognized with standing applause. Each graduate 
received a framed diploma, a carnation and a $30 gift 
card courtesy of PCOC along with flowers and plants in 
royal blue and white school colors for the stage. 
Program Director, Dr. Meribeth Jackson offered a 
sincere “Thank you PCOC” to the congregation! 

 

Yarn Donations 
Do you have yarn at your house that you would like to 
see made into a prayer shawl for someone who needs a 
comforting hug? Or would you be willing to purchase 
yarn for someone else to knit or crochet a beautiful 
shawl? We are accepting donations of yarn for the 
crafters in our congregation to use as they contribute to 
our Prayer Shawl Ministry. It generally takes 3 skeins of 
yarn to make a shawl but some use multiple colors, so 
any contribution would be appreciated. There is a bin in 
the narthex under a display table to accept your 
donations. Thanks for participating in this meaningful 
act of kindness. 

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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Additional AV Members Needed  
 

Are you interested in how our Church livestream 
and sound system work? 
Do you want to be a 
meaningful part of our 
worship service each week? 
Are you looking to improve 
your technical know how? 
We have a spectacular 
volunteer opportunity for 
you! We are looking to add 
more members for our Audio and Video team on 
Sundays. We need assistance with running sound 
and audio , moving and running cameras during the 
service, as well as the livestream itself. If you are 
interested in any of these positions, contact 
Christian Fritz at cfritz@pcoc.us or 402-689-7844. 
We will be happy to train you during the 10:00 
services over the summer.  
 

Do I Smell Pancakes?   
 

Not yet, but on June 1 you will! Join us in the 
Fellowship Hall for the Pancake Man after the 
worship service. The cost is $5.00 per person and 
$20.00 maximum per family. Proceeds will go to 
supply children’s clothing to Foster Love, a group 
which supports foster families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mighty Kids Meet Giving Goals! 
 

The first few months of 2025 found our youth 
givers donating their weekly offerings towards 
bunnies and hutches. Each set was $100, and they 
have successfully raised the first $200 to purchase 
these. Next, it was decided to include two Fishing 
Kits for $75 each. They are well on their way to 
having the second Fishing Kit completely paid for 
with their MIGHTY GIVING! Awesome young 
people in our congregation. 

Small Scale Fishers rely on their catch for income 
and for food. Each kit includes a fishing net, line 
and fish-finding radars. Our youth are amazingly 
generous each week. If you have a young person in 
your family, simply use a blue envelope and mark 
“youth giving.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 
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It’s Time for  
Summer Choir  

 

Summer Choir is an opportunity 
for singers of all ages to raise their 
voices together in song. If you’ve 
ever been interested in singing in 
the choir, this casual, fun choir is 

for you. There are three Summer Choir dates: June 15, 
July 13, and August 10. We’ll meet in the choir room 
at 9:00 a.m. to rehearse a few simple and fun pieces to 
sing at the 10:00 worship service. Drop Kristi an 
email to let her know you’re coming at kris-
ti@pcoc.us. 
 

Thank you for being part of Vesper 
Concerts’ successful 36th season!  

 

Season 36 wrapped up on May 2 

in a wonderful way with the 

Bach Aria Soloists. Now, stay 

tuned for our Season 37 an-

nouncement, coming June 1 on 

our website. As always, we have exciting and inspir-

ing performances in store for you! Make sure you are 

signed up at vesperconcerts.org for our email newslet-

ter and you can also follow ous on Facebook and In-

stagram.  

  

 
 
 
 

Have You Signed Up for Summer  
Art & Music Camp?  

 

Do you want a fun activity for your 1st through 5th 
graders who love art and music? Sign them up for our 
four-day summer camp from August 5-8 at PCOC. 
Choose the Art option in the morning from 9:00 to 
12:00, the Music option in the afternoon from 12:30 
to 3:00, or BOTH! The registration form can be found 
on the church website. Questions? Contact Sue Thom-
as at satnebraska@gmail.com or Kristi Treu at kris-
ti@pcoc.us. 
 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Don Metzger 

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

 
GALS July 2  

 

Please join GALS for fun and fellowship as we enjoy 
a summer evening listening to live music at Lauritzen 
Gardens Tempo of Twilight featuring Radio Eclectic 
on Wednesday, July 2 from 6-8pm. Tickets are $15 
($5 for members). More information on SignUp Geni-
us. Contact Staci Voss or Anne Wattles with any ques-
tions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Presbyterian Men Work Projects 

 
Each year, the Men of PCOC volunteer for work pro-
jects at Camp Calvin Crest. 
They have a couple work projects for us to do on Fri-
day, June 6 (8-4pm): 
• Replace & staple screens on 6 bunkhouses at 

Ranch Camp. 
• Replace flexible ductwork under Cabin 8 in a 

crawl space. 
• Split firewood and stack in piles. 
If you are interested, please sign up at the Information 
Desk in the Welcome Center. 
We will carpool at 7:15am (more details later) and 
have a no-cost lunch. 
Wear your Mission T-Shirt, if you don’t have one, 
contact Jon with your size & he’ll get you one. Ques-
tions? Contact Jon Boomgaarden. 
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Active Minds in June 
 

Active Minds Fellowship invites all 
JHF and SHF youth to join us for 
cards in June.  We will be playing 
10-point pitch and Five Crowns; we 
can teach you how to play these 
games.  Youth need to have a parent 
register them online.  This is a drop-
in fellowship so come when you can---but all youth 
please register if attending any of the June 
Tuesdays, from 1:30-4:00.  We meet in the Great 
Room.  Transportation drivers are welcome to stay 
and play cards with us. Questions?  Please contact 
Earlene Uhrig  
 

Presbyterian Women June 5  
Special meeting time at 10:30 a.m. 

 

It’s time for our annual salad 
luncheon. Charlene Weyand will lead 
us in lesson 9 from Growing Older & 
Wiser titled “Lifelong Trust”, based 
on Psalm 71: 14-24. In praise and joy 
of our 9 months of Bible Study, we 
will share lunch. Please bring a salad 

to share at our Thursday, June 5th last meeting until 
September. Reminder: The time is later – 10:30 a.m. 
– in the Courtyard Classroom. Contact Cindy Nisley 
if you have any questions. 

 
 

PCOC Book Group on 
June 18 

 

PCOC Book Group will meet 
June 18 in The Courtyard Room 
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to review The Warm Hands 
of Ghosts by Katherine Arden. All readers are 
welcome! Questions? Contact Charlotte Hubbard. 

 

 

49ERS on Tuesday, June 3  
 

Our program for Tuesday, June 
3 will be Amanda Stastny.  
Amanda owns and operates 
Bumbling Bee Native 
Wildflowers where she grows 
native, pollinator friendly 

garden plants from seeds out of her home. These 
plants are Nebraska or regionally native and existed 
here before the European settlers arrived, which 
means they have important interactions with our 
insect populations, for example, serving as host 
plants for butterflies. Amanda has been featured in 

the Omaha World Herald for her expertise.   The 
lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 
11:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not 
you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  We will 
order from a special menu.  For reservations or 
questions, please contact Mary Ott, or Judy 
Sundberg.  We also have a sign-up sheet at the 
Information Center.     

 

Heartland Hope Mission  
Saturday June 7  

 

Consider volunteering on the first Saturday of each 
month to work at the HHM West pantry at 15555 
Industrial Road from 9:30am - 12:30pm. Several 
members of our church will be there with you and it 
is a great way to meet the staff, other volunteers and 
help local clients for a short period of time on one 
Saturday each month. Please contact John Bennett if 
interested in volunteering. Thank you for continuing 
to support Heartland Hope Mission. 

 
 

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays   
 

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in 
the Great Room.  
Summer schedule is Junne 16 through August. 
One Class at 9:00 am. 
Coordinator: Betty Baddley  
 
Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and 
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.  
Coordinator: Paula Allen  

 

Deacon Moderator 
Patti Sparks  
 

Membership :Co-Moderators 
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig 
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AGAPE FOR ALL  
SPRING HAPPENINGS 

 

Submitted by Kathy Moore 
Embracing Community Connections Wrap-up 

 
We wrapped up the education year with two additional 
classes, helping us learn more about our immigration and 
refugee resettlement system. The dramatic changes in our 
country’s refugee and immigration programs since January 
is providing daily uncertainty to both of these agencies and 
the refugees and immigrants who call Omaha their home. 
Both have volunteer opportunities and would welcome out-
reach and inquiry from any interested in helping. 
 
Tom & Margaret Hoarty shared their story of helping 
migrants at the border in 2020, which ultimately led to 
them welcoming migrants (asylum-seekers) to the Omaha 
community beginning in 2022. The nonprofit the Hoarty’s 
started, Omaha Welcomes the Stranger (OWS) provides 
shelter, food, healthcare and support. They facilitate refer-
rals to legal assistance, employment opportunities and oth-
er social services needed. Because these families have no 
sponsors in other cities, OWS assists with resettling them 
in permanent housing in Omaha, and supports them mone-
tarily while they await work permits. They initially house 
them in a shelter that is located on the same campus as the 
Omaha Street School. The are currently supporting 21 fam-
ilies, 12 in the shelter and 9 in rental housing, totaling 78 
people. Volunteer opportunities are available at OWS and 
this fall we may try to organize a Sunday evening meal 
they provide to their families each week. 
 
Erik Omar, Executive Director of the Center for Immi-
grant and Refugee Advancement (CIRA) gave us a de-
scription of the more formal refugee resettlement system 
and outlined the array of services they provide. Cira is the 
culmination of efforts that began in 1997 when Sudanese 
refugees began settling in the Omaha area. They now pro-
vide legal, resettlement and social services in a growing 
number of locations spanning from Council Bluffs to 
Scottsbluff. In the last few years, they have created a spe-
cial program for young people who come to our country as 
“unaccompanied minors” and have worked with close to 
1,000 youth in that program. 
 
CIRA now has close to 100 employees in ten locations. 
Many or most of those employees were refugees them-
selves, easing the language and cultural challenges faced 
by new arriving families. CIRA is just completing renova-
tion on their building space at 42nd and Center and will 
have all Omaha employees under one roof. The building 
itself, which is wrapped in a beautiful, diverse mural, 
throws out a brilliant welcome mat before the newcomers 
even walk in the front door. We encourage you to drive by 
and notice that amazing building.  

 

Gratitude for Patty Ritchie’s  
Leadership & Creativity  

 
As you know by now, Patty and Bill Ritchie are resettling 
in the Michigan community where Bill grew up. Patty and 
I brainstormed and started Agape for All about four years 
ago as Covid began to wind down. She has been such an 
inspiration and much of the creative blood running through 
the various activities we’ve been involved in during these 
years.   
 
During their 28 years at PCOC, the Ritchie family has par-
ticipated in most aspects of our church life!  
• Musical talent is what most of us think of first, and, of 

course, Patty’s amazing artistic gifts she has shared in 
so many parts of our building.  

• The boys experienced Sunday School, confirmation, 
Boy Scout projects and youth groups. 

• Then there’s Christian Education, Cornerstone, Dea-
cons, mission work, many building & grounds activi-
ties and more that I haven’t named.  

• Most recently, Patty has co-chaired the Agape for All 
initiative with Kathy Moore and helped us open our 
hearts and minds to parts of our city that some of us 
may not experience on a regular basis.  

 
Patty and I have enjoyed this partnership and endeavor im-
mensely and I know she will be seeking similar opportuni-
ties in her new church home. Brentleigh Bowen, Earlene 
Uhrig and Ann Pearson have been active working partners 
with Agape for All endeavor and will continue to do so as I 
seek a couple of other energetic, creative minds to work 
with us. 
 
Watch for information about a couple of summer Agape 
visits and new classes and speakers in the fall. As always, 
let us know if you have ideas for us and stay tuned to see 
what is offered next. 
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The Mission Committee Mailbox  
 

The Mission Committee would like to share with 
you some of the mail we receive every month from 
the organizations which are the grateful recipients 
of your generosity. Below are the latest thank you 
notes we have received: 
 

 -The Panera Bread’s Donation Team thanks 
you for your participation in “Panera Bread’s Day-
End Dough-Nation” program.  Panera Bread 
donates their unsold bread and bakery products to 
non-profit organizations, religious organizations, 
and public schools that are serving neighbors in 
need. 
 -Siena Francis House thanks you for your 
generous $15,000 gift on April 29th. 
 -The Rev. Edwin Gonzalez-Castillo, 
manager of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, thanks 
you for your gift of $10,849 on March 12th that will 
be used for the U.S. wildfire disaster relief. 

 

Siena Francis House 
Servers Needed  

Sunday, June 8 
4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd 
Sunday of every month at Siena Francis House. We 
need at least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving 
your time to this mission. Questions? Contact Keith 
Allen. 
 

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign 
up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at 
Siena Francis House.  
 

Agape Book Review  
Submitted by Ann Pearson 

Night Flyer: Harriet Tubman and the Faith Dreams 
of a Free People By Tiya Miles 

 

As familiar as many of us are with Harriet Tubman, 
the Black heroine of the Underground Railroad, this 
book covers some fascinating aspects of her life that 
we may not know about.  
 

For one thing she had a very close spiritual and 
worldly relationship with nature. The author 
considers her to have been part of a group of black 
women in the 1830’s who depended greatly on 
nature for their spiritual and physical wellbeing. As 
women they were not allowed to be preaching, but 
they did anyway. The source of their strength and 
courage was the world of nature they lived in. 
Harriet’s knowledge was extensive and helped her 

get her fellow escapees through the fields and 
forests and across the rivers of the South. Even 
though she could not read or write, her “superior” 
intelligence allowed her to accomplish phenomenal 
success in these endeavors. The author actually 
considers her to have been an “ecologist.”  
 

Interestingly enough, Harriet Tubman is not her 
given name. She was born Araminta or “Minty” 
Ross.  When she married, her last name became 
Tubman, Araminta Tubman. However, as time went 
on and her life’s calling became clearer to her, she 
changed her first name to Harriet, her mother’s 
name.  She did this partly to keep a strong 
connection with her and partly out of a deep sense 
of gratitude to her mother for helping and 
supporting her through a terrifying incident in her 
childhood. (Incidentally, she also loved the bold, 
robust sound of it). 
 

A significant incident in her life occurred when she 
was 12 or 13 years old. She was on her way to the 
store when she saw the owner about to throw an 
iron weight at one of his slaves. During her attempt 
to intervene, she was hit in the head by the iron 
weight. She spent the rest of her life dealing with 
headaches and seizures. She lived to be 91 years 
old. 
 

The author cautions us to remember that Harriet 
Tubman was not just a Black superhero. She was a 
phenomenal human being with so many fascinating 
aspects to her life. The author has done a beautiful 
job of enlightening us about the depth and talents of 
this truly remarkable woman.  
 

The author, Tiya Miles, is the Michael Garvey 
Professor of History at Harvard University. She has 
won five awards for books on Black history. One of 
these is the true story of a 9 year old girl whose 
mother presents her with a “good-bye sack” when 
she is sold  into slavery. It’s called “All That She 
Carried.” 
 

We have so much to learn.  
 

A special thank you to Ardys Hansum for donating 
this beautiful book.  

 

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:  
Brenda Graumann  and Earlene Uhrig  
 

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:  
Linda Miller 

 

Mission Committee Moderator:  
Keith Allen  
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June 20, 2025 

SUMMER USHERS NEEDED 
 

Let the summer begin! These are the openings for 
summer needs through July. Stop by the Information 
Desk to fill an opening. Then help handout bulletins 
and welcome people to church. Thank you. 

 

June 8 
June 15 
June 22 
June 29 
July 6 
July 13 
July 20 
July 27 


