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In 1958, the construction of the Guggenheim Museum, designed by famed
architect Frank Lloyd Wright, was underway in Manhattan. The building’s
unique spiral shape was a radical departure from traditional museum
architecture, sparking both excitement and controversy. Upon its completion in
1959, the Guggenheim became an instant icon.

Swanson Elementary, a District 66 facility, was originally built in 1958, but the
district tore it down to be rebuilt in 2017, moving forward with modern public
education for Omaha students.

On June 22, 1958, our congregation voted to proceed with construction of
Fellowship Hall at the cost of $110,000. The lowest bid came in at $126,000, and
with plan revisions a decision was made to proceed at a cost of $118,246.

Today, some of those original “parts” remain in use in our lower-level
classrooms. Some items from 1958 may have aged better than others. This
summer, the CE and B&G Committees would like to “modernize” classrooms 1-
5 and the adjoining hallway. We’d like to move into the 21st century with our
Children’s Christian Education Curriculum with doors and windows and locks,
lights that dim, Wi-Fi that connects, and a place where our children are safe.

Today, we have $140,000 to begin some renovations. Once again, we are back to
the negotiating table making revisions and setting priorities for the Christian
Education wing.
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_ﬂ A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

Your Summer Garden

When we turn the corner on the College World Se-
ries then we know that summer is really here to stay.
It’s hot and sunny, as it should be. Outdoor events
are scheduled across our city. Swimming pools are
open. Those huge tents to sell fireworks are being
set up in parking lots. Iimagine that road construc-
tion will ramp up again, right on schedule.

Summertime at church brings with it our typical ac-
tivities, too — all together in one worship service
each Sunday, summer mission trips for our youth, a
patriotic mini-concert after worship, coffee fellow-
ship in the Welcome Center, the fun and learning in
VBS, the return of our popular summer art and mu-
sic camp... In summer, what do you look forward
to the most?

Some folks really get into gardening. Whether it’s
vegetables or flowers, some folks enjoy digging in
the dirt, carefully overseeing the tending and pro-
gress of plants or produce, seeing beauty burst forth,
and then enjoying the fruits of their labors. They
find it very rewarding. Along the way, they encoun-
ter all sorts of obstacles in their path — bugs, weeds,
varmints, scorching heat, hail, you name it. I don’t
think gardens produce much of anything good on
their own. It requires a lot of supervision or super-
intending.

The earth has been referred to as “God’s garden,”
and i1t’s a good thing that God superintends us. Hu-
manity, left on its own, rapidly veers off course.
We’ve got our own slew of maladies, including rac-
ism, sexism, injustice, violence, greed, etc. We can
categorize our shortcomings as mortal or venial, but
the fact remains that we need a gardener, because
there’s a lot of weeding and pruning to do.

This summer, take time to reflect on God’s watch
care over your life, and how faithful God has been
to you, season after season. God’s faithfulness is
great, as we sing in this familiar hymn:

“Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Jjoin with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.”
We are fortunate around here to experience all four
seasons. If we’re in tune with our Creator, we really

can join with all nature in witnessing to God’s faith-
ful provision over us all year long.

Your pastor and friend,

Mardball Zieman

Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1
marshall@pcoc.us

Tuesday Bible Studies

The Tuesday Bible Studies continue in the gospel of
Mark. Newcomers are always welcome; just bring
your favorite Bible and join us in the classroom in
the Welcome Center at either 7:00 am (men) or 1:00
pm (everyone).

_Q Cross ,Care
i\z&‘ AN

Cross Care Connections provides a personally
tailored relationship with a fellow church
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate
individuals can provide confidential support to
help you navigate major life events.

Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office
for more information about this program or to
request a Cross Care provider.

Page 2 — July 2025



A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR n_

Meditations on a Brief
Adventure with YAM

As we find ourselves in the month of July, I find
myself thinking about my recent service project
with the Young Adult Mission trip group; for those
of you who may not know, 8 of our wonderful
young adults and I worked on a Habitat for
Humanity house in Fremont (we stayed at Camp
Calvin Crest) over the second to last weekend of
June. For the better part of a 100 degree day, we
put up drywall in a garage, built part of a deck, and
painted various rooms on the interior. It was good,
honest work, and the young adults I had the
pleasure of working with did an incredible job.
They represented Presbyterian Church of the Cross
in a manner that should make not only their parents
proud but our entire church family proud as well.

In our down time, in the two evenings we spent
together, there was time enough for silly games and
good food — we were even lucky enough to swim in
the Camp Calvin Crest pool the second evening.
There was a lot of joy, a lot of goofy stories, and
even a meaningful bible study where some soul
searching questions/issues were bared. It was a
privilege to spend some time with such a genuinely
good group of young adults. There were plenty
highlights of various kinds.

And yet of all the wonderful things aforementioned
above, the one thing that kept coming back to me as
I’ve mulled over our time together... is that time
and again they would lament someone who wasn’t
able to make it this year. With so many of our
young adult members being away at college or at
an internship or somewhere else exploring a new
career, it became clear that the absence of the other
members mattered quite a bit. It’s really quite
simple: these trips were special to them, and they
missed their childhood friends who couldn’t make
it.

Our young adults face an interesting geographical
challenge that raises an interesting question for
them: what kind of relationship do they desire, or
can they expect, to have “long distance” with our
church? The people I spent the weekend with love
our church — they love being a part of our church,
they love getting to spend meaningful time doing
meaningful things together.

Which, in an almost ironical reverse or inverted age
-arcing way, reminded me of something I’ve been
mulling over since Easter. See, this past Easter, our
beloved Deacons sent out 70 Easter baskets to
those of our members who are no longer able to
attend in person. 70 Easter baskets. Let that sink in.
We are blessed enough at Presbyterian Church of
the Cross to have a membership of just over 700
members. That’s basically 10% of our members.

Over the course of the summer, as things kind of
naturally settle down into a different gear, I’d like
us all to think about the people who belong to our
Church that we don’t always get to see; or maybe
that we don’t get to see at all. I’d like us to mull
over questions like: would serving them better
include updating the way we stream service online;
would it include finding new opportunities for
fellowship that we have yet to think of?

It doesn’t have to be complicated or profound.
Nothing of a seismic nature. Just thoughtful. And
considerate. Because the reality is, we are so
blessed at our church. There are so many
opportunities for us to be around good people, to
find fellowship, and feel the spirit move in our
midst. What about people in different seasons of
life — like our young adults and those who are
unable to make it in person — how can we be good
stewards to them as well?

Associate Pastor
Joshua Garry
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2
josh@pcoc.us

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a way to
serve the church, please
consider filling one of our

open usher spots. You can .
now sign up online for
individual Sundays.

Questions? Contact
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn
Bennett

Ushers Needed
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BUSINESS UPDATES

A

The View from My Office

JULY’S SPOTLIGHT
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE

The second half of The Year of the Bible begins with
some interesting material. In the Old Testament, we
start with Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. These books
record events that occurred during the time following
the Babylonian Captivity.

Remember that, when Jerusalem was destroyed and the
Jews were carried off to Babylon in 586 BCE, it seems
as if the Jewish nation would cease to exist. However,
profits like Jeremiah promised that God would restore
the nation, even after such a great calamity. These
seemingly improbable promises were fulfilled when
Cyrus, who made Persia the ruling power in the East,
allowed the displaced peoples to return to their
homelands (Ezra 1:6).

Ezra records the trek back to Jerusalem around 537
BCE. They built homes and once again made sacrifices
to the Lord. Ezra himself went to Jerusalem to help
reestablish the Law of Moses in the Land. Shortly
afterward, Nehemiah went to supervise the rebuilding of
the city walls.

Note the discouragement in both books: Troublesome
neighbors, halthearted allegiance to God, and harsh
economic conditions all conspired to make life difficult.

Now let’s move on to Esther which contains the first
record of an attempt to destroy a group of Jews who are
a minority within another culture. The heroine is not
only beautiful but also upright and good.

Then we will finish the month reading most of Job
which reads like a play. Everyone should want to join us
and make this part of their daily routine.

Then in the New Testament we will read most of the
Gospel of Luke. Some ask why there is more than one
Gospel? Primarily, it is because the different writers had
different things they wished to emphasize about Jesus.
Luke for instance, delights in stressing the universal
scope of the gospel: It is intended for both Jews and
Gentiles; it is for the whole world. A telltale sign of this
interest is Luke’s frequent use of the word all. Notice,
too, the time when Luke include Old Testament
references to outsiders who were more faithful than the
Israelites, such as the widow of Sidon and Naaman the
Syrian and others.

There are other special concerns to watch for in Luke.
First, is Luke’s interest in the poor. Luke reminds us to
be thankful for our many blessings and more
importantly, challenges us to practice the same kind of
compassing for the need that Jesus did.

Second, there is an emphasis on the Holy Spirit. In the
Gospel look for times when he speaks about the action
of the Spirit in Jesus’ own life.

Third, there is the prayer life of Jesus. Observe how
often Luke records the fact that Jesus spent time in
prayer. Surprisingly, Jesus, who had so much to do,
took time out for prayer. Maybe it will help us with our
own attempts to juggle all the demands in our hectic
lives to remember that, if anything, Jesus’ busy schedule
led him to pray more, not less.

Join us in reading, it is never too late to begin!

JULY Scripture Reading
1 2 Chronicles 33, 34 / Psalms 75, 76
2 2 Chronicles 35, 36 / Luke 1:39-80
3 Ezra 1,2/ Luke 2
4 Ezra 3,4 / Luke 3
5 Ezra 5, 6 / Psalm 77
6 Ezra 7, 8 / Luke 4
7 Ezra 9, 10/ Luke 5
8 Nehemiah 1, 2 / Psalm 78:1-37
9 Nehemiah 3, 4 / Luke 6
10 Nehemiah 5, 6 / Luke 7
11 Nehemiah 7, 8 / Luke 8
12 Nehemiah 9. 10 / Psalm 78:38-72
13 Nehemiah 11, 12 / Luke 9
14 Nehemiah 13 / Luke 10
15 Esther 1, 2, 3 / Psalm 79
16 Esther 4, 5/ Luke 11
17 Esther 6, 7 / Luke 12
18 Esther 8,9, 10 / Luke 13
19 Job 1, 2 / Psalm 80
20 Job 3, 4/ Luke 14
21 Job 5, 6/ Luke 15
22 Job 7, 8 / Psalms 81, 82
23 Job 9,10/ Luke 16
24 Job 11,12/ Luke 17
25 Job 13, 14 / Luke 18
26 Job 15, 16, 17 / Psalms 83, 84
27 Job 18, 19 / Luke 19
28 Job 20, 21 / Luke 20
29 Job 22,23 / Psalm 85
30 Job 24, 25,26 / Luke 21
31 Job 27, 28 / Luke 22

Rock Sumner

Business Administrator
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6
rock@pcoc.us

Finance Committee Moderator:
Jeff Friesen

Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:
Josh Murray
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS n_

Brad & Dawn Gibson
Retirement Reception

Brad and Dawn have served as Senior High Fellow-
ship youth leaders for over 10 years. They have sac-
rificed time with their own families to spend time
with our youth. They deserve our thanks. All are
invited to celebrate their faithful service on Sunday,
July 13 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. There will
be floats, cake, and a short program.

We are collecting donations to go towards a gift
card for Brad and Dawn. You may mail your dona-
tion to Heather at church or bring it to the church
office.

SHF Mission Trip to
Estes Park, Colorado

The first week of June our SHF group embarked on
an unforgettable mission trip to Estes Park, Colora-
do, combining service, faith, and adventure in the
heart of the Rocky Mountains.

The focus of our trip was to restore a meditation
trail at Pastor Christine’s church that had been de-
stroyed by a flood several years ago. The area had
fallen into disrepair and became an eyesore. Work-
ing alongside several members of Pastor Christine’s
church, our youth spent four days working extreme-
ly hard, ensuring the trail could once again serve as
a place of peace for the community.

For those of you that like numbers, here are some
stats: 800 feet of trail was completed by excavating
20 tons of dirt, spreading 16 tons of gravel, and ex-
cavating and resetting 18 tons of rock. A total of
108,000 pounds of material was moved! Ten bench-

es were sanded and repainted for their outdoor chap- §

el. The altitude made an already challenging job
even more so!

Beyond the physical work, this mission trip was an
opportunity for our youth to deepen their faith
through daily Bible study, group discussions, and
moments of quiet reflection. The breathtaking sur-
rounding of Estes Park provided the perfect back-
drop for spiritual growth, reminding everyone of
God’s presence in nature.

While service was at the heart of our trip, there was
plenty of time for adventure! Our group enjoyed
horseback riding, hiking scenic trails, visiting the
continental divide, and experiencing the thrill of a
mountain coaster.

Important Dates to Remember

July 13 Gibson’s Retirement
Reception, 11 a.m.
July 15-17 Vacation Bible School
August 5 - 8 Art & Music Camp
September 7 Sunday School Begins

September 10 Cornerstone Begins

As our youth return home, they bring with them not
only the satisfaction of a job well done but also a
renewed sense of purpose. The lessons learned in
Estes Park — about teamwork, faith, and the joy of
giving — will continue to shape their journey long
after the trip has ended.

Thank you to everyone who supported this trip,
whether through donations, prayers, or encourage-
ment. Your generosity made this experience possi-
ble. I encourage you to ask the youth to share their
stories from this trip with you.

Heather Berry

Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2
heather@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint
JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers,
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Dawn & Brad Gibson, Ethan Bennett,
Susan Price, Piper Smith, Jonathan Fritz
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_ﬂ OUR CHURCH FAMILY

7/1  Kiristin Jacobi, Larry Will, Dmitri Garry

7/2  Nancy Anderson, Jane Burch,
Dawn Gibson, Max Justice, Emily Justice

7/4  Amy Boesen, Lila Dittman, Julie Evers,
Korbin Stalnaker, Ada Stalnaker

7/6  Bonny Boettcher, Joan Gayle Chapin,
Rock Sumner

7/7  Barbara Spielman

7/8  David Hopp

7/9 Silas Boesen

7/10  Camille Hinz, Kathy Klein,
Bob Nicas, Jack Nicas

7/11  Janet Harley

7/12  Irma Kramer

7/13  Carolyn Crenson, Justin Kalkwarf

7/14  Audrey Florent, Barbara Jaeger

7/15  Clara Stalnaker

7/16  Jon Boomgaarden, Graham Spencer

7/17 Beth Kaiser

7/18 Cindy Rieke

7/19  Jean Engelmann, Erin Moore

7/20 Ron Fehr, Traci Harrison

7/21 Camille Hancock Friesen, Pat Pariset,
Doug Reid, Carol Gasko

7/22  Luke Justice, Ken Nisley

7/23 Dawn Zimmerman

7/24  Marietta Morhardt, LeRoy Swedlund

7/25 Haidyn Spielman

7/26  Joslyn Bailey, Tanya Mitzel

7/27 Irene Burson, James Fuller

7/28 Wendi Harkness, Danielle Obregon,
Jane Olson

7/29  John Bennett, Beth Maxwell, Amy Miller,
Amanda Stalnaker

7/30  Carol Barnes, Sue Garcia,
Donna Mau, Charles Spann

7/31 Jeanette Searson

In need of prayer?
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are
shared only with members of the prayer team.

Prayer Team Coordinators:
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or
Judy Arms

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466

Save the Date! PCOC Family Fun Day
at AllPlay Miracle League

On Sunday, August 24th, join us
for a huge, fun event for all ages
at the AllPlay Miracle League . PL AY

facility with kickball, a bounce
house, food trucks, and more! L
Stay tuned for more details!

AllPlay is a mission partner
located at Seymour Smith Park.

Graduation 2025 Back to School
Supply and Backpack Drive

Another summer is upon us
and that means it’s time to
think about getting the
kiddos prepared to go back
| to school! Here at
Presbyterian Church of the
Cross we are blessed to

il support 5 Omaha Public

4. Elementary Schools that

8 struggle to provide the

i needed supplies to low
income families. Our partner
schools - International
Learning Program at
Saratoga Elementary,
Bancroft, Sherman, Walnut
Hill and Wakonda are thankful to receive our gifts to
include assorted supplies like pens, pencils, rulers, glue
sticks, pencil boxes, scissors, notepads, crayons,
markers, binders and most importantly backpacks.

For 2025 we have set a goal for PCOC: 150 backpacks!
Decorated collection bins will be located in the Narthex
and the Lobby June 29 - August 8.

On Sunday, August 3, come to the Blessing of the
Backpacks worship. On August 9 at 9 am, join us in the
Welcome Center to pack supplies for delivery. All are
welcome. Donuts and juice are provided. Reach out to
Rob Bailey at 973-610-5990 for more information.

A Thank You from our Members

Thank you for your prayers, cards, texts, and emails
during my hospitalization and recovery from my
blood clot in my arm in April. I appreciated
Marshall's hospital visit on Easter Sunday. I am on
the mend and should be good as new soon.

- Tammy Holdren
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont n_

Additional AV Members Needed

Are you interested in how our Church livestream
and sound system work? Do you want to be a
meaningful part of our worship service each week?
Are you looking to improve your technical know
how? We have a spectacular volunteer opportunity
for you! We are looking to add more members for
our Audio and Video team on
Sundays. We need assistance
‘ D with running sound and audio ,
o moving and running cameras
during the service, as well as
the livestream itself. If you are
interested in any of these
AUDLOE °\A/|§UAL positions, contact Christian
Fritz at cfritz@pcoc.us or 402-
689-7844. We will be happy to train you during the
10:00 services over the summer.

B DEACONS UPDATE

Welcome New Members
Brad and Julie Miner

Before deciding to move to another church, Brad
and Julie visited several churches; and when they
came to Church of the Cross, they felt this was a
good place to worship, and we couldn’t agree more.
They previously attended First Covenant Church in
Omaha. Brad and Julie grew up in northeastern
Nebraska and have lived in Omaha for thirty-two
years. Both of them are retired. In Brad’s spare
time he enjoys reading,
golfing and boating, and
Julie enjoys cooking and
floral gardening. They
also volunteer for various
community groups in
Omaha. Please welcome
The Miners to our church
family.

Deacons July Update

Submitted by Chris Voss and Shanna Mathia

The Deacons are thankful for the chance to serve each
member or our loving community.

As we enter the dog days of summer and all that goes
along with this time of year, 4th of July celebrations,
family summer vacations, etc.... Please know that the
Deacons continue their work serving the church no
matter the season. As always, the Deacons prepare
and deliver home meals as needed, knit and deliver
prayer shawls, prepare and serve funeral luncheons,
provide home delivered communion, go on hospital
visits delivering flowers and sending out correspond-
ence when we see a need.

One of the ways the Deacons enjoy serving is by de-
livering prayer shawls to those on hospice, hospital-
ized or for various reasons. A prayer shawl is a gar-
ment that is either knitted or crocheted with much
prayer and then offered in love and comfort for the
recipient. The intention is to offer a gift in love, with-
out obligation so the receiver can wear the shawl
knowing another has prayed for them and their com-
munity holds them and their needs up to Christ.

There are two ways you can help the Deacons with
this ministry. First, we are in desperate need of yarn.
Each shawl requires about 3 skeins of yarn and the bin
has run dry. Any width or color can be delivered to
the donation bin in the narthex.

Additionally, if you are equipped and inclined to join
the team and create shawls, we are seeking additional
knitters/crocheters. If you are interested please contact
Paula Allen for additional details.

One item to remind the congregation of, is that each
Deacon is assigned a neighborhood and then given a
list of church members that live in their assigned area
along with any contact information the church has
been given. Don’t be surprised if the Deacon assigned
to your neighborhood reaches out to you and if needed
please let them know you are open to a visit.

We hope everyone has a safe and fun summer. Stay
cool! And, as always, thank you for your continued
prayer and support of the Deacons!

Mission Committee Moderator:
Keith Allen
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_ﬂ MUSIC NOTES

* 2= » Patriotic Concert
INDEPENDENCE on July 6

oRY S fter th hi i Jul
wart tay after the worship service on July

6 and enjoy a short program of patri-
otic music presented by The Liberty
Singers, Kathy Leach, piano, and Mark Kanitz, organ.
You’ll hear many of your Independence Day favor-
ites, hear a new multi-movement organ piece called
“An American Tribute: A Suite of Patriotic Songs,”
and can sing along to several songs. Flags are includ-
ed to wave during “God Bless America” and “The

Armed Forces Medley!”
.

o | Summg

ummer Choir 1s an opportunity H
for singers of all ages to raise their _/;Cho
voices together in song. If you’ve ﬁO
ever been interested in singing in
the choir, this casual, fun choir is for you. There are
two Summer Choir dates remaining: July 13 and Au-
gust 10. We’ll meet in the choir room at 9:00 a.m. to
rehearse a few simple and fun pieces to sing at the

10:00 worship service. Drop Kristi an email to let her
know you’re coming at kristi@pcoc.us

It’s Time for Summer
Choir

Have You Signed Up for Summer Art &
Music Camp?

Do you want a fun activity for your 1st through 5th
graders who love art and music? Sign them up for our
four-day Art & Music Camp from August 5-8 at
PCOC. Choose the Art option in the morning from
9:00 to 12:00, the Music option in the afternoon from
12:30 to 3:00, or BOTH! The registration form can be
found on the church website. Questions? Contact Sue
Thomas at satnebraska@gmail.com or Kristi Treu at
kristi@pcoc.us.

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Don Metzger

Community Singing Opportunity with
Guest Conductor Kristi Treu

Mark your calendars for Sat-
urday, August 2nd and Sun-
day, August 3rd, and join the |
West Hills Concert Choir for
an exciting weekend of mu-
sic-making at the Inaugural
West Hills Studio Series.
Whether you're a student ea-
ger to dive back into choral
singing and stretch your vo-
cal technique after summer
break, or you've simply
missed the joy of singing in a |2
church or community choir, &
this immersive weekend
promises to be both fulfilling and fun. You’ll partici-
pate in intensive rehearsals, engaging workshops, and
a joint concert featuring chamber and solo musicians.
Saturday’s workshops and rehearsals take place at
West Hills Presbyterian Church, 3015 S 82nd Ave,
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and lunch is provided.
Then, on Sunday evening, August 3, the choir will
combine with chamber musicians for a concert at 6:30
p.m. The concert is free and open to the public.

PCOC’s Director of Music, Kristi Treu, is honored to
be the guest conductor for this FREE event! Registra-
tion is now through July 9 via the QR code or by con-
tacting Adam Hu at adam@whcomaha.org.

Strong sight-reading skills are preferred, but most of
all, bring your voice and your passion.

Vesper Concerts Looks
Forward to Season 37

Our new season is now on our website at vespercon-
certs.org. You’ll find the Season 37 schedule, photos,
biographies, and videos, of our exciting performers.
Make sure you follow us on Fa-
cebook and Instagram to keep up
with the latest information!

Director of Music & Executive
= Director of Vesper Concerts
7 (402)333-7466 Ext. 5
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS ﬂ_

Active Minds in July

Active Minds Fellowship does not
meet in the month of July. We will
resume on August 5th and will be
playing Dominoes and

Rummikub. Newcomers always
welcome. Drop in when your
schedule allows. Tuesdays, 1:30-
4:00 pm, Lower Level Great Room. Feel free to
join us after Bible Study.

PCOC Book Group
on July 16

PCOC Book Group will meet
July 16 in The Courtyard
Room from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.
for their annual planning
meeting. All readers are

welcome! Questions? Contact
Charlotte Hubbard.

Q Heartland Hope

MISSION

Heartland Hope Mission
Saturday July 5

Consider volunteering on the first Saturday of each
month to work at the HHM West pantry at 15555
Industrial Road from 9:30am - 12:30pm. Several
members of our church will be there with you and it
is a great way to meet the staff, other volunteers and
help local clients for a short period of time on one
Saturday each month. Please contact John Bennett if
interested in volunteering. Thank you for continuing
to support Heartland Hope Mission.

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in
the Great Room.

Summer schedule is June 16 through August.

One Class at 9:00 am.

Coordinator: Betty Baddley

Tai Chi meets at 10 am for gentle stretching and
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.
Coordinator: Paula Allen

2025 Camp Calvin Crest Presbyterian
Men Mission Work Project

Six Presbyterian Men volunteered at Camp Calvin
Crest on Friday, June 6th, to repair the picket fence
maze that the kid campers just love. They were:
Skip Decker (91), Frank McMullen, Keith Allen,
Gary Lynn, Gary Fitch & Jon Boomgaarden. We
pulled loose nails, replaced broken pickets, and
ensured all pickets were had screws to secure them.
Thanks to Bob Tokorny, maintenance man, & Craig
Huffman, Executive Director, for selecting this
project for us — it was perfect. Thank you volunteers
for your contribution; you made the camp better by
serving in mission!

Floats and Fellowship July 13
The Membership Committee invites you to attend
"Floats and Fellowship" on Sunday, July 13 in the
Welcome Center after worship. A member from
each of PCOC'’s Fellowship Groups will be there to
showcase their group and answer any questions you
may have. Perhaps something will appeal to you,
and you can join in. Stop by, grab an ice cream float,
and check out the groups

Deacon Moderator
Patti Sparks

Membership :Co-Moderators
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig
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_ﬂ SPIRIT OF MISSION

AGAPE FOR ALL TO OFFER

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
Submitted by Kathy Moore

I hope many of you are following the important work
being done by several of our recent speakers. I saw a
very emotional interview last night with Itzel Lopez
who spoke to us last winter about the work of the La-
tino Economic Development Council. She was speak-
ing of her family’s personal struggles as well as the
emotional roller coaster ride of the entire Latino com-
munity right now as so many face fear of deportation
and uncertainty.

Erik Omar has also been interviewed several times as
his staff worked to locate more than 50 asylum-
seekers who were picked up and are now being held
in a locked facility in North Platte. CIRA is attempt-
ing to meet with them and provide them with legal
representation before they are removed from the state.

We do not have any speakers lined up for the summer
but encourage you to continue to explore the various
opportunities we have learned about. Those of you
who attended the viewing of the documentary,
“Divisible” should have gotten an email with some
follow-up ideas. One of the organizations I’'m hoping
to learn more about is The Redress Movement. They
are a national organization but have a monthly Omaha
Redress Roundtable on the second Tuesday at the
Downtown Library at 1401 Jones Street from 6:00 —
7:00. It is a locally driven initiative dedicated to ad-
dressing and repairing the harms caused by racial seg-
regation and discriminatory housing policies in Oma-
ha. I normally have a conflict at this time but plan to
attend in July and will get more information out next
month. I believe their meeting is also available virtu-
ally and I will provide a link to that option when I get
it.

We have arranged a summer tour during July to learn
more about our Native American History. We are at-
tempting to put together a South Omaha tour in Au-
gust or early September and will have more infor-
mation about that in next month’s Cross Currents.

You may remember the historical perspective provid-
ed last year by Echohawk Lefthand. One of the many
Indian schools that existed at the turn of the century
was right here in Nebraska. We have arranged a tour
of that school and encourage you to join us for this
tour.

Exploring Nebraska History--- Day
Tour: Genoa Indian School Muse-

um and Genoa Historical Museum
JULY 26, 2025
A look at the good and the bad of the Indian Schools.
A great day for adventures in learning and eating.
Leave Omaha at 8 am, back home late afternoon or
early evening.
The students that came to the Genoa Indian School
were from more than ten states and over 40 different
tribal nations. In time, the school grew from the origi-
nal 74 students to an enrollment of 599 in a single
year, and encompassed over 30 buildings on 640
acres. The school was in operation from 1884 through
1934.

e We will meet our tour guide at 10:30 am at the
Genoa Indian School Museum in Genoa, NE. (2
hr. drive)

e A delightful lunch follows at “Fill My Cup” Res-
taurant and Coffee Shop—with homemade pies

o (optional) A guided tour ($2 adults, $1 children)
of the Genoa Historical Museum—history of both
Pawnee Indians and the Mormon Trail. Open on
Saturdays from 1:00-5:00 pm, the tour will likely
take 30 minutes or so.

e Your car may also opt to explore NEBRASKA
PASSPORT stops on the way home:

0 Clarkson at the Fat Head Honey Farm (open Sat
10am — 6pm) and/or

0 Prague at A-Mazing Flowers (an actual Maze of
flowers). No admission, there is a fee of $25 for a
pail to cut approximately 3 bouquets of flowers.
(open Sat 9am — 10pm)

Signup by July 18" online or at the information
desk and specify your optional preferences.

We have so many opportunities before
us to demonstrate our Agape Love and
hope each of you are taking advantage
of one or more of those moments.
Watch for next month’s Cross Currents
to see what we have planned for later
in the summer.

> 1
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SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont.

/W

The Mission Committee Mailbox

The Mission Committee would like to share with
you some of the mail we receive every month from
the organizations which are the grateful recipients
of your generosity. Below are the latest thank you
notes we have received:

-Heartland Hope thanks you for your May
contributions of $1,125 and $3,445 to provide
working poor families with a week’s supply of
groceries. Your support provides fresh produce,
meat, milk and hygiene items. Additionally, your
contribution allows families in need to have access
to clothing, household items and to meet with a
Client Service Specialist to receive navigational
services, SNAP (food stamp) application assistance
and connects them to Heartland Hope’s Job paths
program.

-Bruce Froendt, Founder and Executive
Director of AllPlay is deeply grateful for your
generous gift and continued support. He
said, “Your kindness will play a vital role in
creating unforgettable experiences, cherished
memories and countless joyful smiles for the
incredible players of AllPlay.” He also sent his
sincere thanks to Sandi Stuckey and Cindy Garner
for their “incredible volunteer support.”

-Rev. James J. Kirk, Associate for Disaster
Response for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
thanks you for your generous donation in April of
$750 for the U.S. wildfires.

Siena Francis House Servers Needed

Sunday, July 13
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd
Sunday of every month at Siena
Francis House. We need at least 6
volunteers. Please consider giving your
time to this mission. Questions?
Contact Keith Allen.

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign
up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at
Siena Francis House.

Book Review
Submitted by Rev. Stephen S. Niles
Great Lives from God's Word : Profiles in
Character from Charles R. Swindoll

"The greatest Old and New Testament saints who
ever lived were on a level that is quite within our

reach. The same spiritual force that was available
to them, and the energy that enabled them to
become our spiritual heroes, are also available to
us. If we exhibit, the same faith, hope, and love they
exhibited, we will achieve miracles as great as
theirs.” Dr. Goulburn, Dean of Norwich

The quote above is taken from one of the
daily devotionals I recently read. These words of
Dr. Goulburn describe in a nutshell what Charles
Swindoll attempts to accomplish in the nine books
of his "Great Lives from God's Word" series. In
each of these books he presents in a biographic
format the heroes of the Bible which includes,
among others, the lives of David, Moses, Esther,
Paul, and Jesus. But the books are more than
biographies. They are character studies of the lives
of these Biblical heroes that have impacted world
history and the lives of countless people through the
ages. And they are figures that continue to influence
our own lives today. Charles Swindoll writes,
"Biographies give us insight into how the life of
someone in our past continues to impact us today.
But as you read about the lives presented in this
series, I hope it will do more. I hope your thinking
about everything will be changed."

Dr. Charles Swindoll is the founding pastor
of the Stonebriar Community Church of Frisco,
Texas where he continues to preach after stepping
down as senior pastor on May 1, 2024. He has
served as president of Dallas Theological Seminary
where he now serves as chancellor. And he is the
founder of the radio program 'Insight for Living'
that began in 1977 and continues to be aired in over
2,000 stations around the world. It was from the
broadcasts from this radio program that the books of
this series grew. He is also a popular author of many
other books and articles for Christian magazines.

We have in our own church library five
different books written by Swindoll, including the
first two books of the "Great Lives from God's
Word" series: David and Esther. But the entire nine
books of the series is being added to our library for
your reading enjoyment. I hope you will enjoy this
series, and be inspired and challenged by them to
live fuller lives following the example of these
Biblical heroes.

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:
Linda Miller
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Next Cross Currents Deadline is:
Third Friday of the month

July 18, 2025

Triennium 2025
As If We Were Dreaming

Vacation Bible School—Road Trip!
Tuesday — Thursday July
15-17 9 a.m. to Noon 4
years — Sth Grade
(completed)

The nationwide gathering of high
school youth that meets every three
years has been on hold since the pan- Mu.. W)
demic. We are happy to report that Join us in a fun-filled adven- ’
it’s back! Teens from all over the country will meet in ture on the open road, taking us

Louisville, Kentucky the last week of July where they on thrilling journeys to exciting

will worship, learn, fellowship, and play as a hopeful destinations. Led by Navigator L= @
and joyful community of faith at the 2025 Presbyteri- Marshall and an adventurous

an Youth Triennium. The experience will be one of  pup Scout, kids will learn that God is always with
those life-shaping faith-forming events that they will ~them. Get ready for twists, turns, and excitement as
never forget! Our Youth and Adult Volunteers will be they face new challenges and find strength in God's
flying out on July 28 for this worship and fun filled  presence on this unforgettable trip!

experience. Check with our youth once they return

from this trip to hear their stories and memories they

made during this week.
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