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ROAD TRIP – ON THE GO WITH GOD! 
 

 
This year’s VBS was a super fun adventure. Led by navigator Marshall and 
traveling puppeteer Josh as Scout. Each day there was a mile marker, a Bible 
verse and a Bible story to keep us together on our journey. 
 
On Day 1 Campers learned how Abraham and Sarah followed God. Their 
destination was to Songbird Meadows and the Mile Marker leading the way was 
“God is with us on the Journey!” 
 
On Day 2 Campers learned how Zacchaeus met Jesus. Their destination was to 
Duckies which was a stop for snacks and treats – however, Scout was lonely 
because dogs weren’t allowed inside. The Mile Marker leading the way was 
“God is with us when we’re lonely.” 
 
On Day 3 Campers were on the road with Paul. He made new friends in a new 
city. The Mile Marker leading the way was “God is with us near and far.” 
 
We all were able to see and do so much this week and learn about God along the 
way. 
 
“The Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
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This Imperfect Thing We Call VBS 
 

I’m always amazed at what happens at VBS.   
A bunch of volunteers shepherd kids around the 
building.  People act out Bible stories.  Youth help-
ers interact with little kids.  We enact science exper-
iments.  We run around and play games.  An ener-
getic music teacher pulls songs out of kids, stomp-
ing our feet, doing hand motions and belting out 
new songs.  We dance and sing.  We gather for 
snacks that ladies have lovingly prepared.  We make 
crafts.  We live at church for three days – it’s loud 
and fun.  We hopefully create a happy memory, 
leave with a good feeling, learn a few Bible stories, 
and make some new friends – whether they’re peers, 
or younger than us, or older.  We’ve been a little 
community, about 50 kids and 50 helpers. 
 
I’m sort of amazed that it works, because we’re all 
just volunteers and amateurs doing our best.  We’re 
all just normal folks.  We’re little kids, easily over-
whelmed.  We’re elementary kids, gaining confi-
dence.  We’re youth helpers, learning how to take 
care of children, and becoming a role model whether 
we realize it or not.  We’re adults who aren’t afraid 
to admit we love being around kids, even though 
maybe it’s been decades since our own kids did this.  
By the last day, we’re all tired and ready to go 
home.  And we’ll probably do it again next time be-
cause, all in all, it works.  It’s truly an amazing cou-
ple of days.   
 
The main reason it works (besides the presence of 
the Holy Spirit) is because we have a good leader.  
Heather painstakingly puts it all together, working 
on this project for months and months, choosing 
themes, selecting curriculum, organizing volunteers, 
creating notebooks, getting kids signed up, patiently 
answering a million questions.   
 
We have skilled volunteers who play their parts - 
they play it well, and we’ve got the pictures to prove 
it!  We have beautiful, artsy sets – this year the 
theme was Going on a Road Trip with God.  We 
have peppy music that the kids work on to present to 
their parents.  There’s well thought out crafts, and 
well-crafted Bible stories that the kids get to act out.  
And science experiments that worked!  And orga-
nized games to blow off energy!  And a mission pro-
ject to help Heartland Hope for families in need.  
We collected a lot of food for other families to enjoy 
a variety of Italian dinners. 
 

VBS ends with a big pizza lunch.  Family members 
come to join in, and we fill the Fellowship Hall.  
Some folks we haven’t seen in a while.  Most folks 
we’ll see next Sunday.  Some folks we missed this 
year, but we’ll probably see them next time.   
 
After lunch, the youth helpers get busy helping take 
everything down, almost like it never even hap-
pened.  But it definitely did happen, thanks to the 
participation of 100 wonderful, ordinary, super-
special people.   
 
It’s not perfect, but it’s pretty close! 
 

 
Your pastor and friend,   
 Marshall Zieman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

The Tuesday Bible studies will resume after Labor 
Day! 
 
 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
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The Good Life 
 

Well. It’s officially been a whole year. A whole 
year since my family and I moved to Omaha, 
Nebraska from Princeton, New Jersey on July 12, 
2024 to accept the call that was offered to me by all 
of you at Presbyterian Church of the Cross. A 
whole year since August 1, 2024, when I officially 
became your Associate Pastor. 
 
The reality is, as these dates, these mile markers, 
have approached and gone by, there has been so 
much for me to process and sift through – what it 
has meant to move to a completely new region of 
the country, what it has meant for our children to be 
raised and educated as Nebraskans, what it has 
meant for Jordan to start practicing medicine in a 
new field and for me to start my ministry – all 
undeniably great sources of joy, but things 
nonetheless that require taking a step back to 
meditate on; things requiring one to acknowledge 
and say something like, “wow, look at what God is 
doing in our lives. Thank you, God.” 
 
As I processed the above mentioned things, and so 
many more, I could not help but be moved by how 
beautifully unforeseeable such things were, and 
how much better they ended up being than my 
hopes and expectations. 
 
I surely had hopes for my family belonging here, 
on the surface it seemed like exactly the kind of 
place we wanted our children to grow up, but I 
could not have foreseen just how much my family 
would grow to love being a part of this church in 
only a year. I surely had goals for my own 
professional development, ones that were 
undoubtedly substantial, but I could not have 
foreseen the incalculable spiritual and ministerial 
growth I have experienced in the past year. I surely 
had an idea about how lucky I would be to come 
here and work alongside such a wonderful staff, 
I’ve worked for various non-profits and grew up 
knowing the staffs at the churches my dad pastored 
at, but I could not have foreseen just how much I 
would love coming into the office and working 
with them. 
 
I could not have foreseen such things, but, as I 
understand it, that is exactly the kind of thing that 
can happen when you decide to follow God. It 
seems to me that God’s path for each of us is an 
unforeseeable one, laden with unforeseeable 

goodness. We only need the courage to take a leap 
of faith to begin and stay on God’s path. 
 
As we go through the month of August, I would 
invite you to consider the mile markers and once 
unforeseeable good things in your own lives, and 
consider how God is moving in your life. I would 
also invite you to consider the path God is calling 
you to and the ways in which you are actively 
following God as you continue to map out your 
own faith journey. 
 
After doing my own reflecting throughout the past 
month of July, I would also just like to say thank 
you to all of you for helping to sustain such an 
incredible church and for being so welcoming to 
my family. We thank God, all the time, that this is 
where he has called us to be, and we thank God that 
you are the people he has called us to. My family 
and I look forward to another year of making 
memories with you all, exploring our faith 
alongside you all, and finding new ways to be the 
people God is calling us to be, together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
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The View from My Office  
 

AUGUST’S SPOTLIGHT 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 

This month, much of our reading in the Old 
Testament will be in Proverbs. Proverbs is in part 
of the biblical material that is called “Wisdom 
Literature,” because it arises from a particular 
subculture of wise scribes in Israel. Job and 
Ecclesiastes are two more books in the wisdom 
tradition. 
 

One will notice immediately that there is a kind of 
singsong quality to Proverbs. This is due to Hebrew 
literary style, which often tends to operate by 
means of poetic repetition or parallelism. The basic 
unit of thought is a combination of two lines. The 
first line is a brief statement, while the second line 
repeats the same idea in different words. 
 

Proverbs emphasizes especially the need to gain 
wisdom. Wisdom is a gift from God. At the same 
time, it is something that we need to develop and 
cultivate.  
 

If you’ve been struggling to keep up with the 
readings for The Year of the Bible program, ponder 
what Proverbs says about the way to acquire this 
divine wisdom. Wisdom comes from God’s law, or 
the commandments. Translated into our language, 
this means that wisdom comes from the Bible. 
 

From the cheery optimism of Proverbs, we turn to 
Ecclesiastes. This is another writing of Wisdom 
Literature, but here doom and gloom rule. Is the 
writer actually as pessimistic as he sounds? Or is he 
portraying the depression of a life lived without 
God?  
 

Ecclesiastes can be of great service to you if you 
sometimes struggle with doubt about faith. It may 
be comforting to know that God does not simply 
reject people who have difficulty believing. 
 

In the New Testament this month, we will be 
reading some of the epistles of Paul. As you read, 
remember that these are real letters written to 
specific persons and groups. They are not carefully 
crafted pieces of work intended for a general 
audience. Have you ever wondered what Paul 
would have thought had he realized that his epistles 
would be read by millions of people twenty-one 
centuries later? 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen — Finance@pcoc.us 
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray  — Building&Grounds@pcoc.us 

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

BUSINESS UPDATES 

AUG. Scripture Reading 

1 Job 29, 30 / Luke 23 

2 Job 31, 32 / Psalms 86, 87 

3 Job 33, 34 / Luke 24 

4 Job 35, 36 / Philippians 1 

5 Job 37, 38 / Psalms 88 

6 Job 39, 40 / Philippians 2 

7 Job 41, 42 / Philippians 3 

8 Proverbs 1, 2 / Philippians 4 

9 Proverbs 3, 4 / Psalm 89 

10 Proverbs 5, 6 / Colossians 1 

11 Provers 7, 8 / Colossians 2 

12 Proverbs 9, 10 / Psalm 90 

13 Proverbs 11, 12 / Colossians 3 

14 Proverbs 13, 14 / Colossians 4 

15 Proverbs 15, 16 / 1 Thessalonians 1 

16 Proverbs 17, 18 / Psalm 91 

17 Proverbs 19, 20 / 1 Thessalonians 2 

18 Proverbs 21, 22 / 1 Thessalonians 3 

19 Proverbs 23, 24 / Psalms 92, 93 

20 Proverbs 25, 26 / 1 Thessalonians 4 

21 Proverbs 27, 28 / 1 Thessalonians 5 

22 Proverbs 29, 30 / 2 Thessalonians 1 

23 Proverbs 31 / Psalm 94 

24 Ecclesiastes 1, 2, 3/2 Thessalonians 2 

25 Ecclesiastes 4, 5 / 2 Thessalonians 3 

26 Ecclesiastes 6, 7 / Psalms 95, 96 

27 Ecclesiastes 8, 9 / 1 Timothy 1 

28 Ecclesiastes 10, 11 / 1 Timothy 2 

29 Ecclesiastes 12 / 1 Timothy 3 

30 Song of Solomon 1, 2 / Psalms 97, 98 

31 Song of Solomon 3, 4 / 1 Timothy 4 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

All children and youth are invited to bring their 
backpacks to church on August 3 at 10:00 a.m. 
Keep your backpacks with you until Pastor Marshall 
calls you forward during the service. You’ll receive 
a fun keychain to attach to your backpack to remind 
you that God is always with you.  

 
 Senior High Car Wash  

 

Bring your dirty cars to 
church on Sunday, August 
17, and plan to stop by the 
car wash station in the north 
parking lot to have your car 
cleaned by the SHF group! 
The event begins immediate-
ly after worship and ends at 
1:00 p.m. Donations will be accepted. All proceeds 
will go towards next year’s mission trip. Thanks for 
your support!  
 

We went on a Road Trip!  
 

What a way to end the summer – with Vacation Bi-
ble School! We learned that God is with us on the 
journey, when we’re lonely, and near and far. In 
fact, “The Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go.” Joshua 1:9. What a great reminder!  
VBS would not be possible without our volunteers - 
the station leaders, crew leaders, youth helpers, pre-
school leaders and helpers, congregational life la-
dies, lunch helpers, décor designers, PCOC staff, 
subs, special helpers - and for our church families 
prayers and donations! THANK YOU! See you next 
year!  

Junior High  Mission Trip  

You know the youth are hav-
ing fun on the mission trip 
when they ask where we’re 
going next year before we’re 
even home! Even though we 
had lots of fun on the mission 
trip in Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota bowling, at Falls Park 
and at Wild West Water Park, 
we worked hard serving the community too. We arrived 
on Friday afternoon and spent our evening serving dinner 
at The Banquet. We served 272 adults and 16 children 
for 3 hours that evening, mostly the working poor, some 
homeless, all in need and very thankful. It was eye-
opening and shocking for some of our youth, as some 
had never served in that capacity before. I encourage you 
to ask a junior high youth about their experience that 
evening. Saturday morning, we worked with Friends of 
the Big Sioux River doing park clean up along the Big 
Sioux River. It was overcast and sprinkled a bit on us, 
which was fine, because it cooled us off. It had been very 
hot the day before. The park was surprisingly clean al-
ready, but we did our best to find as much trash as possi-
ble in the couple of hours we were there. After lunch we 
went to St. Francis House, which is a long term shelter 
that is so much more than a shelter. We did so many 
things while we were there; some of us made sandwiches 
and sack lunches, others played games and did art pro-
jects with guests, others cut vegetables and worked in the 
kitchen. It was a great way to end our weekend of ser-
vice. Everywhere we served, we were complimented on 
how hard our youth worked. We are so proud of how 
well our youth represent PCOC! Thanks as always to our 
dedicated youth leaders and to our congregation for 

your support.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
August 3  Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 17  SHF Car Wash, 11 a.m.  
September 3 Confirmation Parent Meeting, 

6:30 p.m. 
September 7 Sunday School Begins, 10 a.m.  
September 10 Cornerstone Begins 

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Dawn & Brad Gibson, Ethan Bennett, 
Susan Price, Piper Smith, Jonathan Fritz 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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8/1  Danny Whitlow, Beth Broderick, Lisa Luke,    
 Sarah Price 
8/2  Cheryl Whorlow, Elise Bennett 
8/3  Diane Kort, Martha Wallace  
8/4  Judy Arms, Simon Kerr, George Morgan, 
 Margaret Osborn 
8/5  Ethan Bennett, Camden Berry, Deb Hanson, 
 Patty Ritchie, Myrna Vasta  
8/6  Jean Brady, Garrett Allen 
8/7  Carolyn Millar, Nickolai Garry  
8/8  Beau Schiessler, Noah Sekle,  
 Gregory Jenkins, Robert Pirnie, Lily Fortner, 
 Michael Pflueger  
8/9  Cora Conner, Kathryn Vint, Joe Weaver, 
 Oliver McClain  
8/10  Emma Kalkwarf, Michael Tot,  
 Rusty Vanneman, Dempsey Mendick, 
 Katie Weber  
8/11  Jeannette Heese, Cassie Darby, Jovann 
 Lawson-Betum  
8/12  Heather Anderson, Don Metzger,  
 Kristi Treu, Kimberly Lorentzen,   
 Liz McGrath, Bob Dehner  
8/13  Shawn Harrison, Kate Hoybook,  
 Ada Lewis, Rich Morhardt, Ron Kiger  
8/14  Janet Clemens, Faythe Harrison  
8/15  Pat McNeal 
8/16  Sally Bekins, Matt Ellis, Carole Engelmann, 
 Karen Morey, Beth Sargent, Luke De Pooter  
8/17  Rich Hamilton, Kevin Polzin, Bob Rieke, 
 Burnice Sladek, Kevin Polzin 
8/19  Bettie Atkinson, Marilyn Corum,  
 Karen Miller, Sharon Walsh 
8/20  Maurice Conner, Annemarie Tot  
8/21  Sue Barger, Donovan Buda, Reva Knightly, 
 Kathy Gross  
8/22  John Baddley, Kristine Goodman,  
 Linda Grohs, Laurie Kerr, Gary Marron, 
 Sheri Sessions, Lowell Wilhite 
8/25  Mary Lynn Bennett, Debbie McMullen,  
 Bill Ritchie, Tim Zimmerman 
8/26  Brentleigh Bowen 
8/27  Bruce Cramer, Michele Francis-Stine,  
 Sue Gollehon, Gage Maxwell, Kris Bailey  
8/28  Casey Ballou, Loren Davelaar, Joyce Jeffries,  
 Robert Seiler 
8/29  Greyson Grady, Scott McCormick,  
 Brian Luke 
8/30  Barrett Meyer, Cherri Carpenter,  
 Kimberly McCormick, Annika Shaw,  
 John Timmermier  
8/31 Mike Boettcher, Curt Field,  Meredith Bailey  

Our PCOC Cheerleaders! 

 

Avery Fuller had quite the cheering squad from 
PCOC at the Colts performance in Ankeny last 
month. She was beaming when she saw so many 
familiar faces! 
 

Her grandparents and her sisters were there along 
with John and Karen Morey, Beth, Gage, and Maya 
Maxwell. Also there, but not pictured in the photos, 
were Keith and Paula Allen, and Haley Mendick. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PCOC Youth Instagram 
 

If you would like to see more of 
what our Youth are up to 
throughout the year in our Church, 
you can follow our PCOC. Youth 
Instagram page. There you can find 
pictures and videos of our youth 
activities and groups and see what 
our amazing youth accomplish on a regular basis! 
 

In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or Judy Arms  
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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PCOC Library Spotlight  
Submitted by Sue Kiel  

 

FIVE *STAR*BOOKS  
 

Most books in our library have been donated by 
fellow members–books they enjoyed and want to 
pass along to other readers. Below are nonfiction 
books from our shelves with superior ratings on 
Amazon–those with over 80% of reviewers giving 
the book a five star rating. *****  
Many of you prefer reading books on Kindle. If so, 
then use these book suggestions to locate an ebook.  
 

Hole in the Gospel: What Does God Expect of 
Us? The Answer That Changed My Life by 
Richard Stearns As president of World Vision Inc., 
he focused on Christ's plea to reach out to those in 
great need around the world.  
 

The Case for Christ: A Journalist's Personal 
Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus by Lee 
Strobel Former atheist and journalist takes an 
investigative look at the evidence from science, 
philosophy, and history.  
 

The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel Defending his 
faith to skeptical friends. Well -written answers to 
the most common questions about God.  
 

A Man Called Peter by Catherine Marshall 1951 
biography of Peter Marshall. From Scottish 
immigrant to one of best-loved preachers in the US.  
 

Quiet Strength: The Principles, Practices, and 
Priorities of a Winning Life by Tony Dungy 
“Story of his lifelong challenge to put Christ first 
on his way to coaching the NFL Super Bowl 
Champion Colts.”  
 

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy By Eric 
Metaxas ''In Hitler's Germany, a Lutheran pastor 
chooses resistance and pays with his life. It is a 
perfect blend of history and theology”  
 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 
by Bryan Stevenson A young lawyer defends those 
falsely accused. “Not since Atticus Finch has a 
fearless and committed lawyer made such a 
difference in the South.”  
 

Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Ben 
Carson, MD Once an angry, struggling inner-city 
student with a single mom. Now a world-renowned 
neurosurgeon.  

My American Journey by Colin Powell “Powell’s 
views on family, responsibility, and ‘the greatness 
of America and the opportunities it offers’ inspire 
hope…  
 
The 1618 Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole 
Hannah-Jones “Collection of writings which 
reframe the country’s history by explaining the 
consequences of slavery and the contributions of 
Black Americans…”  
 
Caste: the Origins of our Discontent by Isabel 
Wilkerson “Ways America can move beyond the 
artificial and destructive separations of human 
divisions, toward hope in our common humanity.  

 
 

GALS on Thursday August 21  
 
GALS (Growing and Loving 
Servants).  Buzz into beauty 
with Pollinator Gardening, a 
fun and inspiring talk by the 
Nebraska Extension Office on 
Thursday, August 21 from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM! Learn how 
to turn your garden into a 
haven for bees, butterflies, and 
blooms — just in time for late 
summer planting. GALS of Presbyterian Church of 
the Cross, grab your girlfriends and get ready to 
grow something beautiful together! Sign Up via 
SignUP Genius. 

 

PCOC End of Summer Bash 
 

Summer will be coming to an end before we know 
it! Let’s celebrate the end of summer with some 
fun, sun, and fellowship!  
 
Who: Everyone! Invite your friends and family! 
 
When: August 24th - Noon – 3:00pm 
 
Where: AllPlay Complex Seymor Smith Park  
6802 Harrison Street 
 
Food Trucks will be available to purchase food, or 
you can bring a picnic lunch for you and your 
family. Then cool off with some FREE Kona Ice!  
 

Continued on Page 8... 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont.  

August Summer Choir 
 

Summer Choir is an opportunity for singers of all ages 

to come together and raise their voices in song. If 

you’ve ever been interested in 

singing in the choir, this casual, 

fun choir is for you. There is one 

more opportunity remaining on 

August 17. We’ll meet in the 

choir room at 9:00 a.m. to re-

hearse a few simple and fun 

pieces to sing at the 10:00 worship service. Drop Kris-

ti an email to let her know you’re coming at kris-

ti@pcoc.us. 

Speaking of Choir… 

Alleluia and Chamber Singers will begin their weekly 

rehearsals on Wednesday, August 27. Contact Kristi if 

you’d like to join! 

Music Department Kick-Off Potluck 
 
All PCOC musicians and their families are invited to 
come to our annual kick-off potluck on Monday, Sep-
tember 1, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. We’ll provide 

the main entrée, and you can sign up to bring a side or 
a dessert. Please sign up online by August 27. 

 
Vesper Concerts Kicks Off Season 37 

with The Moanin’ Frogs 
Join us as we 
kick off our 
season on Fri-
day, September 
12, at 7:00 p.m. 
with The 
Moanin’ Frogs 
and their pro-
gram, 
“Saxophone 
Voyage.” Fea-
turing all six 
saxophones from soprano to bass, The Moanin’ Frogs 
are unique on today’s chamber music landscape.  
Conservatory-trained and entertainment-minded, their 
dynamic and technically precise performances of clas-
sical, ragtime, jazz, and pop delight fans across the 
world. 
Visit vesperconcerts.org for more information about 

the ensemble. 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Don Metzger — Worship&Music@pcoc.us 

MUSIC NOTES 

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

We can’t be at the ball field without a game or two! 
Sign up for a kickball game from 1:00-2:00. If you 
don’t want to play – grab a pom-pom and cheer on the 
teams or try your luck at music bingo in the pavilion. 
 
 

Bring lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy live 
music at 2:00 to end the day!  
 
 

Can’t wait to see you all there! Sign up here: 

The AllPlay complex is a 1.5-million-dollar park built in 2008 
designed with barrier free features. 
 
The fields have 2 shade pavilions and 3 family restrooms 
 
On site are a playground and splashpad that will be available for 
use, but are also open to the public during our event 

Schedule of Events 
12:00 - Food Trucks and  

Activities Open 
 

1:00 - Kickball Game 
2:00 - Live Music 

Music * Gaga Ball * Face Paint * Lawn Games * 9 

Square * Music Bingo * Bounce House * Food Trucks * 

Kickball * Bubble Station 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS 

Active Minds Resumes August 5 
 

Active Minds Fellowship will resume 
on August 5th and will be playing 
Dominoes and Rummikub. Newcomers 
always welcome.  Drop in when your 
schedule allows.  Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00 
pm, Lower Level Great Room.  Feel 
free to join us after Bible Study. 

 
 

PCOC Book Group  
on August 20  

 

PCOC Book Group will meet 
August 20 in The Courtyard 
Room from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to 
review American Dirt by Jeanine 
Cummins. All readers are 
welcome! Questions? Contact 
Charlotte Hubbard. 

Heartland Hope Mission  
Saturday August 2  

 

Consider volunteering on the first Saturday of each 
month to work at the HHM West pantry at 15555 
Industrial Road from 9:30am - 12:30pm. Several 
members of our church will be there with you and it 
is a great way to meet the staff, other volunteers and 
help local clients for a short period of time on one 
Saturday each month. Please contact John Bennett if 
interested in volunteering at (402) 618-6991 or 
mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank you for continuing 
to support Heartland Hope Mission. 

 
“TABLES FOR EIGHT” - FALL 

SESSION  
 

The deadline for registration for the 
fall session (September, October, 
November and December) is August 
10.  New participants (couples or 
singles) are definitely welcome to join 
this fellowship opportunity.  You can choose to be a 
“Regular” or a Substitute”.  Questions and answers 
about “Tables for Eight” are on the registration 
form, and the form is available at the Information 
Desk or on the Website 
(www.churchofthecrossomaha.org.  Please return 
registration forms on or before August 10. 

For the upcoming Fall Session, current “Regular” 
members are automatically assigned to a new group 
and “Substitutes” will remain on that list unless you 
notify Pam Otto at 402 830-6375 or 
pottomt@cox.net.  Please note if you dropped out 
last session or in the past and want to return as a 
regular or substitute, please contact Pam by phone, 
text or email. 
 

49ers on August 5  
 

Our program will be Isaiah Yott, 
Windmill Curator of Kregel 
Windmill Factory Museum, 
Nebraska City.  Mr. Yott will lead 
us in a general discussion of 
windmill history in America.  Kregel Windmill 
Factory Museum was recently featured in an article 
in the Omaha World Herald.  The lunch location is 
Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 11:30 
a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not you are 
49, younger or older, come join us!  We will order 
from a special menu.  For reservations or questions, 
please contact Mary Ott, 402-201-4103, or Judy 
Sundberg, 402-333-6981.  We also have a sign-up 
sheet at the Information Center.    
 

GO SOLO Events 
 

Our GO SOLO group have set up a few events to 
participate in for the month of August. Feel free to 
join whether you are by yourself, or with a partner, 
or even just want to meet other likeminded folks in 
our church! Each month will be updated with a 
variety of events to check out, so be sure to keep 
checking for more information online on upcoming 
group activities.  
 

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays   
 

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in 
the Great Room.  
Summer schedule is Junne 16 through August. 
One Class at 9:00 am. 
Coordinator: Betty Baddley  
 
Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and 
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.  
Coordinator: Paula Allen  

 

Deacon Moderator 
Patti Sparks – Deacons@pcoc.us 
 

Membership :Co-Moderators 
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig—
Membership@pcoc.us 



 Page 10 — August 2025 

 

 

Mission Committee Moderator:  
Keith Allen — Mission@pcoc.us  

 

SPIRIT OF MISSION 

AGAPE FOR ALL WRAPS UP 
SUMMER WITH A FINAL  

FIELD TRIP  

Submitted by Kathy Moore 
 

We have so many opportunities before us to demon-
strate our Agape Love and hope each of you are tak-
ing advantage of one or more of those moments.  I am 
encouraged when one of you shares a book you re-
cently read or a visit you made to a North Omaha 
Neighborhood we may have discussed on a previous 
site visit. It is exciting to see the growth that is occur-
ring in North and South Omaha. Whether it is the 
completion of the North Omaha trail or the bustling 
South Omaha business district in on a Saturday after-
noon, we know that out city is becoming more inclu-
sive and that many of us appreciate opportunities to 
experience that diversity. We also know there are new 
struggles being faced in those neighborhoods that are 
challenging the progress being made 
 

Our site visit plans for August are currently in flux. 
We will be scheduling a visit to South Omaha in late 
August or early September, so please watch for infor-
mation in the Friday email and the Sunday bulletin.  
You can also check the Fellowship Notebook on the 
Information Desk where we will post the current sign-
up sheets and more information about the tours. 
 

In the meantime, I recently 
read a couple of different def-
inition of Agape Love that 
seemed the perfect warm, 
joyous thoughts to carry us 
through the end of summer.  
 

Agape love is a compassionate commitment to delight 
in the soul of another and to will that person’s good 
ahead of your own, no matter the cost to yourself 
(John Mark Comer) 
 

Agape love accepts others unconditionally, with no 
expectations of being reciprocated. 
(Very Wellminded) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Mission Committee Mailbox  
 

The Mission Committee would like to share with you 
some of the mail we receive every month from the 
organizations which are the grateful recipients of your 
generosity. Below are the latest thank you notes we 
have received: 
 

 -Pastor Chelsea Salifou, Heartland Hope Mis-
sion CEO thanks you for your contribution of $365 
which helps provide working facilities with a week’s 
supply of groceries.  Also, for the month of May you 
donated198 lbs of groceries and 17 lbs of hygiene 
items.  
 -Rose Margrave, Director of Development at 
the Center for Immigrant & Refugee Advancement 
thanks you for your donation of $100 and she thanks 
Kathy Moore for inviting Erik Omar to speak to you 
May 4th.  Your donation helps migrants guests by as-
sisting with school enrollment for children, transpor-
tation to medical, dental, legal appointments and food 
pantries, grocery shopping/clothing shopping, obtain-
ing work permits, facilitating and teaching English 
classes, and providing a source of encouragement and 
emotional support. 
 -Rev. Jeanie Shaw, Ministry Engagement Ad-
visor in the Office of Ministry Engagement and Sup-
port of the Presbyterian Church USA, thanks you for 
your April donation of $750 for US Wildfires Disaster 
Relief and $1,820 for the Presbyterian Mission Agen-
cy’s Shared Mission Support. 

 

Siena Francis House Servers Needed  
Sunday, August 10 
4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

 

PCOC has the dinner shift on 
the 2nd Sunday of every month at 
Siena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please con-
sider giving your time to this 
mission. Questions? Contact 
Keith Allen. 
 

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up 
page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at Siena 
Francis House.  
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AGAPE Book Review 
Submitted by Ann Pearson 

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 
Knowledge, and the Teaching of Plants 

By Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer 
 

If you are a gardener, you will probably love this 
book. If you are not a gardener, you may decide to 
try it. Either way, after reading it you will have a 
whole new viewpoint of life on earth. Several of our 
friends in this congregation have read it or know 
about it and are excited to know it will be in our 
library. We can thank Ardys Hansum for another 
significant gift to the church library. 
 
Dr Robin Wall Kimmerer is a mother, a highly 
regarded and award-winning botanist, and an 
enrolled member of the Citizen Potawatomi Tribe. 
From these three perspectives she has developed a 
unique view of botany as it relates to human beings 
and the world of nature. Her hope is that by 
studying a more spiritual view of the 
interdependence of living beings with nature and the 
universe, we will understand the essential role of 
gratitude and mutual respect for all living beings to 
be the only way that life on earth is going to 
survive. As she reminds us, if your mother bakes 
chocolate chip cookies and you express joy and 
gratitude, she will bake them again. If no one shows 
appreciation, the cookies will disappear. 
 
She tells the story of her son who is enrolled in a 
tribal school and must regularly recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. He finally stops saying it because in his 
mind the “Allegiance to Gratitude,” a customary 
pledge or Thanksgiving Address among Native 
Americans, seems far more sensible and relevant. 
The Thanksgiving Address include pledges to the 
sun, the moon, the winds, plants , water, and food, 
not to mention pledges of gratitude to their families 
and other members of their community such as 
leaders, teachers and spiritual guides. Every time 
such a pledge is recited, it ends with the phrase 
“And now we are all one!”  So unifying, so 
peaceful, so respectful and such a sense of mutuality 
and inclusivity. 
 
She shares her grief and sadness about Lake 
Onandago near Syracuse, New York, her original 
homeland. Once the lake was taken over from the 
Native American tribes in the 1950’s, it took only 
25 years of careless industrial use and 
overdevelopment to turn it into the most polluted 

lake in the country. It is no longer a safe lake. 
Sewage from homes, toxins from industry and 
165,000 pounds of mercury caused the once 
beautiful and beloved lake to be unusable. 
 
Once the US returned the lake to the Native tribes, 
efforts were immediately begun to restore the lake. 
Under the care of the tribes, significant progress is 
being being made to clean it up and return it to its 
original value. They are practicing their old age 
methods of gratitude combined with respect to bring 
about this much needed restoration of safety, 
cleanliness and beauty. 
 
If you are concerned about this beautiful Earth that 
God has given us to live on, and if you are 
concerned about how our human family is going 
survive each other, and how our sources of 
sustenance are going to survive, this is a significant 
book to read. The key practice is gratitude. It will 
work. 
 
We have so much to learn. 

SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont. 

 

 
Membership Committee Co-Moderators:  
Brenda Graumann  and Earlene Uhrig —  
Membership@pcoc.us 
 

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:  
Linda Miller— CongregationalLife@pcoc.us  

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way to 
serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 



 

Cross Currents 
 

The Cross Currents is  
published monthly by the  

Presbyterian  
Church of the Cross,  

1517 South 114th Street,  
Omaha NE 68144-1799 

 

Church Office: For general church information/requests/inquiries, contact the 
church office. Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us or phone: (402)333-7466  
 

Communications: Christian Fritz  
communications@pcoc.us  
For Cross Currents and Bulletin announcements, church website updates, Zoom 
meeting invites, or other communications needs, please contact Christian. 
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