ﬂ Welcome to Worship
August 24, 2025

PRESBYTERIAN .
Church of the Cross 10:00 1in the Sanctuary
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Gathering in God’s Name

Prelude Children of the Heavenly Father Michael McCabe
As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship.

Silent Meditation

“May I know you, who know me. May I ‘know as I also am known’ (I Cor. 13:12). Power of my soul,
enter into it and fit it for yourself, so that you may have and hold it “without spot or blemish” (Eph.
5:27). This is my hope, and that is why I speak. In this hope I am placing my delight when my delight
is in what it ought to be. Confessions: Book X; Memory, St. Augustine

Choral Call to Worship Lift Thine Eyes to the Mountains Felix Mendelssohn

Praise and Adoration

*Hymn #619 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA
(*Please stand, if you are able)

Confession and Pardon
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Gracious and loving God, we come to You admitting that we struggle to make the right choices. At
our best, we struggle to know what is right. At other times, we often struggle to choose what is right
even when we do know. Forgive us for choosing what is easy or convenient instead. Forgive us for
putting our own will before Yours. Help us to follow Your path and not our own. Help us to act in the
ways of Your rightness and no other. Amen.

Silent Prayers of Confession

Kyrie Eleison Lord, Have Mercy Schubert
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Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response (#581) Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex)
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Welcome

*Hymn #439 O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer STUTTGART

Announcements

Moment for Mission Deacon Patti Sparks, for Meals on Wheels

Fellowship of Prayer

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem You Do Not Walk Alone Elaine Hagenberg

Proclamation of God’s Word
Scripture Lesson Luke 13: 10-17 page 848 of the pew Bible

Sermon “Priorities”

Our Response to God’s Word
*Affirmation of Faith The Confession of Belhar
We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and
to do all things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and
punishment and suffering be the consequence. We believe that Jesus is Lord. And we believe to
the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and glory forever and ever.



*Sanctus (#562) Holy, Holy, Holy SANCTUS (Schubert)
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Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Wade in the Water
Traditional Spiritual; arr. Rollo Dilworth
*Doxology (#607) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Almighty God, we come to You with these gifts because of Your Son’s most perfect example. Just as
Jesus embodied Your work in this world, we ask that our tithes and offerings would be the same. Let
what we give be a source of mending and equity, a source of dignity and rightness. Amen.

*Hymn #435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE

*Charge and Benediction



*Benediction Response Go Now In Peace Don Besig
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Postlude The God of Abraham Praise Michael Burkhardt
Serving in Ministry Today
Music Vocal Trio: Kristi Treu and Jayne Frederickson, soprano; Marietta Morhardt, alto

Kathy Leach, piano; Peggy Wolverton, guest organist
Childcare Ministry Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster
Ushers Kathy Gross, Captain; Alta Empkey, Inga Wagner, Laura Duncan
Greeters North Door: Kris & Tim Goodman Welcome Center Door: Linda Dobry

Information Center Stephanie Weaver

Coffee Host Pam Swenson
Staff

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min.  Pastor, Head of Staff marshall@pcoc.us
Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us
Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts kristi@pcoc.us
Heather Berry Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us
Rock Sumner Business Administrator rock@pcoc.us
Annika Shaw Office Administrator, Community Engagement  churchofthecross@pcoc.us
Christian Fritz Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us
Mark Kanitz Organist mark@pcoc.us
Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus

Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 S. 114t Street — Omaha, NE 68144-1799
Phone: (402)333-7466 | Fax: (402)697-9084 | Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us | Website: churchofthecrossomaha.org
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Announcements
For the week of August 24, 2025

The Week at a Glance

Sunday, August 24

10:00 Worship

11:00 Coffee Fellowship

12-3 All Church Picnic at All Play

Monday, August 25

9:00 Music and Movement

10:00  Tai Chi

11:00 Music and Movement

6:30 Session Meeting in the Courtyard Room

Tuesday, August 26
9:30 Staff Meeting
1:30 Active Minds
6:00 Cross Care

Wednesday, August 27
5:30 Chamber Singers

6:00 Confirmands Parents Meeting
6:30 Alleluia Singers
6:30 Confirmation Mentors Meeting

Thursday, August 28

9:00 Music and Movement
10:00 Tai Chi

11:00 Music and Movement

Sunday, August 31
10:00  Last 10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Coffee Fellowship

Summer Schedule May 25 — August 31
Single Worship Service at 10 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship at 11 a.m.
No Sunday school
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

Joys & Concerns
The chancel flowers this morning are given by Kristin Jacobi in
memory of Mary Kratoska.

Shirley Payne’s Memorial Service is set for this Saturday, August
30, at 11:00 in the sanctuary, with lunch to follow.

SHF Car Wash

The senior highs literally cleaned up! They gathered $1147.35 in
donations at last week’s car wash. THANK YOU to everyone who
came out and let them wash your cars AND to those who
couldn’t make it out and sent donations in anyways. The funds
will go directly towards their mission trip to Michigan next
summer.

All-Play All-Church Picnic is today from 12-3. Come one, come
all, to the PCOC End of Summer Bash!!! On August 24" from
noon to 3pm at the All Play Complex (Seymour Smith Park 6802
Harrison St) our church will be hosting a wide-ranging array of
fun activities for everyone to join in on. Feel free to bring a lunch,
or utilize the food truck that will be there, and enjoy some FREE
Kona ice. Bring the little ones and let them play in the bounce
house while some of the bigger kids and adults play in what will
surely be a competitively hilarious kickball game! If the bouncy
house or the kickball game aren’t really your cup of tea... no
problem! You can still join in on the fun by participating in some
yard games in the sun or hanging out in the shade playing music
bingo, which will be held in the pavilion; or, if none of those
activities pique your interest, just come on down to cheer on
those participating in the fun!

The All-Play Miracle Baseball Fall League runs now through

September 13. Over a hundred volunteers are needed each Saturday to assist the over 400 players. Games

begin at 8:30 and volunteer shifts are two hours. Sign up as an individual or bring a group at www.allplayorg.

Adult Choir Rehearsals Begin This Week!
A shiny, new choir season begins! Our first night of rehearsal is Wednesday, August 27. Are you ready to jump
in? Email Kristi at kristi@pcoc.us and let her know you’d like to join.


http://www.allplayorg/
mailto:kristi@pcoc.us

Music Department Fall Kick-Off Party on September 1. ALL PCOC musicians and their families are invited to
kick off the year with food and fellowship on Monday, September 1, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
This includes everyone in children’s choir, handbells, the brass ensemble, and adult choirs. The church will
provide the main course, and you can sign up to bring a side dish or dessert. Please sign up online by August 27.

Active Minds We will be playing Canasta in September. We have very patient teachers if this is a new game for
you. Friends are welcome. Join us any Tuesday, 1:30-4:00 pm that works with your schedule. Lower Level, Great
Room.

Mighty Kids Meet Go Beyond Giving Goals!
The year began with raising $200 for two sets of rabbits with hutches and all ¥
the supplies. Check! Then we moved on to raising $150 more dollars for two
fishing kits. Check! Next, we raised $300 for the One Egg a Day Pledge.
Check! Recently, our young members were raising $240 for a Beekeeping
Opportunity!

It is UNBELIEVABLE! This year they were challenged to give $890. And they have surpassed this goal in 8
months! Obviously, we’ve underestimated our younger generation’s generosity. Heather and I discussed this
and came up with a short-term solution. We are adding a Pair of Goats to the goal for an additional $178.

If you have a young person in your family, simply use a blue envelope, write their name on the envelope and
indicate “youth giving.” And a BIG THANK YOU to all our younger givers!

Welcome Reception for Annika Shaw.

Congregational Life is welcoming our new Community Engagement Coordinator and Office Administrator,
Annika Shaw, with a reception on Sunday, September 14 at 10:00 in between the two services. Meet our newest
staff member while enjoying donut holes, pastries, and fruit in Fellowship Hall!

A New Opportunity for Youth Singers

New this fall: Credo Choir will include singers in grades 6-12! We'll rehearse Wednesdays during Cornerstone
from 5:15 to 5:50 in the Sanctuary and sing for worship several times during the school year. I hope many of our
youth singers will take advantage of this opportunity to help lead and enhance our worship!

Vesper Concerts Kicks Off Season 37 with The Moanin’ Frogs

The 37t season of Vesper Concerts begins on Friday, September 12, at 7:00 p.m. with The Moanin’ Frogs and
their program, “Saxophone Voyage.” Featuring all six saxophones from soprano to bass, The Moanin’ Frogs are
unique in today’s chamber music landscape. Conservatory-trained and entertainment-minded, their dynamic
and technically precise performances of classical, ragtime, jazz, and pop delight fans across the world.

Visit vesperconcerts.org for more information about the ensemble.

JHF and SHF begin September 7

Come join one of our youth fellowship groups; JHF if you are in 6, 7" or 8" grade, or SHF if you are in 9%, 10,
11th or 12 grade. We will kick off our year on September 7 with some good old-fashioned fun and games. We
will meet in the Great Room from 4:45 — 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. Don’t miss out!



Sunday School for all ages begins September 7.

Preschool Sunday School - three-, four-, and five-year-olds that haven’t been to kindergarten yet will meet
upstairs in Room 7. Anna Flairty and Libby Whitlow will lead this class.

Bible Explorers — elementary aged children will meet downstairs in the Gathering Space for a short lesson with
Sue Thomas. Then they will split up into different age groups and experience various workshops in rooms 8, 9
and 10. Adults take turns leading these classes.

Junior High — 6%, 7" and 8t graders will meet downstairs in Room 11. Holly Baddley will be leading this class.
Senior High — 9th — 12t graders will meet downstairs in the Great Room. Dan Kerr will be leading this class.

Wednesday Night Cornerstone Begins on September 10.

Registration for the fall semester of Cornerstone has begun. Choose from two adult education classes, Credo
and Children’s Choir, children’s education classes, and of course, a delicious dinner! You don’t have to attend
dinner to participate in education or choir, but I don’t see why you wouldn’t!

Choirs
5:15 - 6:00 PM Children’s Choir (1% - 5% grade)
5:15 - 5:50 PM Credo Choir (6" — 12t grade)
5:50 - 6:45 PM Chamber Singers
6:50 — 8:20 PM Alleluia Singers
Dinner is served between 6:00 - 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.
Bible Study
6:30 - 7:15 PM Preschool — 7 grade
6:30 - 7:30 PM Confirmation Class for 8t grade
6:30 — 7:30 PM Adult Education

Register online by September 1.

Fall Adult Education — Register Online Now

Are you saved or are you Presbyterian?

Led by Keith Allen

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

September 7, 14, 28 & October 5, 12, 19, 26

Are you saved, or are you Presbyterian? Find out which, by joining us on Sunday mornings this fall for 7 weeks
of discussion and study about what Presbyterian's believe about everything from salvation and baptism to
heaven and hell, to predestination and rapture, to worship and grace. If you are a long time Presbyterian and
think you couldn't possibly attend because you are supposed to know all this stuff, rest assured I have taught
this 3 times before and am STILL learning. Be there or be square.

Finding God in the Abyss - The Holocaust

Led by Cindy Sloan

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

September 14 — November 2

Where was God? This question is still asked today. Many Jews lost their faith in God during and after the
Holocaust. Many found God amidst their incomprehensible suffering. Why were Christians silent? Irving
Greenberg offers a “working principle” as a why Jews and Christians should reflect upon the meaning of the
Holocaust.

We will examine Rabbi Irving Greenberg’s and Rabbi Lord Jonathan answers and writings about God after the
Holocaust. We will also discuss Holocaust survivors' theological responses to the Holocaust (Elie Wiesel Primo
Levi and Victor Frankl).

Besides readings we will also view interviews on Weisel, Frankl, and Sacks. The subject matter is enormous, but
we will make a dent and open our minds.



What Do You Believe?

An Introductory Theological Survey

Led by Pastor Josh Garry

Wednesdays during Cornerstone from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

September 10, October 1 — November 12

Every Sunday we recite together a theological response in the form of an Affirmation of Faith from our Book of
Confessions. Often times the Silent Meditation at the beginning of our service bulletin has a quote from a
theologian. Sometimes a theologian will be mentioned in a sermon. Every once in a blue moon you may hear
the words, Book of Order, uttered in a theological context within the church halls (and on the rarest of occasions,
perhaps even from the pulpit). All of these things are clearly grounded in some form of theological perspective
— perspectives that are intended to draw us near to God — but what the heck is theology anyway, and what are
we really saying when we answer the question, what do you believe, on Sunday. Come find out.

You do not need to attend dinner to attend class, but please register for class if you plan to attend class.

The Gospel of Luke: Good News for All

The Kerygma Program

Led by Kirk Ryckman

Wednesdays during Cornerstone from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

September 10 - November 12

Luke's Gospel is uniquely inclusive, involving all people. Good News is for the outcast and the establishment,
for the religious and those searching. Luke speaks to women, to men, to the strong and healthy, to the weak
and dispossessed. Its relevance today inspires faith, spirituality and action. Join us on Wednesdays to learn
more. You do not need to attend dinner to attend class, but please register for class if you plan to attend class.

Names for the Messiah - An Advent Study

By Walter Brueggemann

Led by Laura Duncan

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

November 23, 30 & Dec 7, 14

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles - Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how the people
understood it then, how Jesus did or did not fulfil the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative
of that title.

Christians have claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. In this
study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles the questions: What were these expectations? And Did
Jesus fulfill them? Perfect for individual or group study, this book includes prayers and questions for reflection
that can be used each week.

A Simple Christmas: How the Amish Celebrate the Beauty of the Lord

Led by Charlotte Hubbard

December 28 at 9:30 a.m.

For more than ten years, novelist Charlotte Hubbard researched and wrote about the Old Order Amish in
Missouri. The 30 novels that resulted gave her a deep respect for their simpler lifestyle and the way the Amish
live their faith in God every day — which invited a rethinking of her own personal faith. Over the course of her
adult life she has lived in 5 midwestern states and has sold nearly 60 novels, several related novellas, and 70
stories to confession magazines. Before that, she was a school librarian.
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