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MOVING INTO THE 21ST CENTURY! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last month, I wrote an article entitled ñStuck in 1958.ò That is the feeling I get 
when I walk in the to the lower-level classroom area below Fellowship Hall. 
During August, the B&G Committee deconstructed a bit of 1958 from 
classrooms 1-5 in the lower-level area. Cubbies, bulletin boards, and cabinets 
were removed from the walls to make way for contractors to begin work.  
 
This spring, our Christian Education, Building and Grounds, and Finance 
Committees have been collaborating to modernize the lower level.  The 
discussion began around child safety: bigger windows in classroom doors, door 
locks for lock-down emergencies, exterior windows that would provide 
emergency exits, and cell phone dependability for emergency calls. There are 
many parts of our building where cell phones simply will not work in an 
emergency. That is not an acceptable situation. 
 
In mid-August, the old ceilings and light fixtures were removed, making way for 
drywall, paint, ceiling grids, HVAC updates, LED light fixtures, and doors. 
When I reread this, it sometimes sounds aggressive, but it is simply a facelift of 
the current classroom structure.   
 
The discussion then expanded into the need for our facilities to attract 21st 
century young families. We would benefit from a modern and inviting learning 
environment for our children, such as Wi-Fi access for current Christian 
Education curriculum.  
 
Thank you for your support and patience while this project is being worked on. 
Rock 
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Another New September 
 

Sometimes when I write a Cross Currents article I 
look back to see what I wrote about before.  It seems 
that for Church of the Cross, September has often 
been a month of new beginnings:  
 
2024: We have a new minister - Josh passed his 
ordination examination at presbytery!  
2023 We are enjoying our new Welcome Center! 
2022 I received a new knee! 
2021 The Delta Variant ï a new season of 
COVID? 
 
For me, September this year will usher in a time of a 
newly improved heart, as I recently underwent heart 
surgery for clogged arteries. The result was that I 
received one stent. Thatôs good news and my recov-
ery time should be minimal. Hopefully, the result 
will lead to new energy.   
 
Iôm thankful that my issues were caught in time, and 
for the great job done by the doctors, nurses, and 
staff at Methodist Hospital. I hope to return to the 
office soon. Thank you for your many prayers and 
cards of encouragement. Your love and support for 
Becky and our family is cherished. We are grateful 
that God has called us to Church of the Cross. 
 
I am much happier to report that this September is 
also ushering in a major upgrade for classrooms 1-5 
downstairs.  This upgrade has been long in coming, 
but coming it is! Iôm grateful to the team from 
Christian Ed and Building & Grounds that has care-
fully put this plan together.   
 
I look forward to seeing the completion of these 
rooms this fall.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your pastor and friend,   
Marshall Zieman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

The Tuesday Bible studies will resume after Labor 
Day! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sending Thoughts and Prayers 

 
As much as Marshall would love to see your smiling 
faces as he recovers, we ask at this time that there 
are no visitors until further notice. Cards and well 
wishes are welcome for the time being. Thank you 
for your understanding as Marshall continues his 
recovery.  
 
 

 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 
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On the Other Side of the World 
 

I heard a saying for the first time recently: the 
days are long and the years are short. I greatly 
appreciate this sentiment and I found myself 
thinking about it as I mulled over what the 
month of September will mean for myself and 
for us as a congregation. Perhaps I thought of it 
because I feel like I blinked and September is 
somehow here. September means our 
programmatic year and all the hustle and bustle 
and grind of the calendar year will begin in 
earnest; all the joy that comes with Wednesday 
Night Cornerstone, more Christian Education 
opportunities, and two services on Sundays. 
And September means autumn will soon be 
upon us. And it was then that I realized that 
with the advent of autumn comes a Mission 
Trip that for so very long felt so very far away: 
in a couple weeks, Rock and I will be flying to 
Moldova to visit one of our mission partners ï 
Dmitru Roibu, the International Peacekeeper 
and Executive Director of the YMCA Moldova 
who visited us this time last year. 
 

Briefly, for those of you who are unfamiliar 
with all the things Dima has done and continues 
to do in his community, let me rattle some 
things off for you: in addition to the titles 
mentioned above, through his leadership his 
YMCA has helped over 14,000 Ukrainian 
refugees, 250 families among them (all of 
whom have fled neighboring Ukraine since the 
war broke out); he helped facilitate the creation 
and installation of over 320 education centers 
and equipped over 340 schools with 5 million 
euros worth of HP computers that were donated 
to the country of Moldova; he has been the 
driving force behind public education and 
skilled trade apprenticeship and vocational 
training in his country. 
 

Rock and I will be visiting Dima because 
Church of the Cross is helping to fund a new 
YMCA camp in Moldova. A camp that will 
help not only underprivileged Moldavan 
children get out into nature and experience the 
joys of faith development at a Christian camp 
(people like to joke around the ñCò in YMCA 
still means something in Moldova), but also the 

children of the Ukrainian refugee families. And 
whatôs more, the camp will also have a 
tremendous education component to it; one that 
Dima thinks is integral to all that he does in his 
service to these communities. Among the 
nontraditional courses offered during the camp 
that are included in their stay: English classes, 
coding classes, and music classes. Dimaôs aim 
in serving youth is wholistic: it aims to develop 
the human trinity of mind, body, and spirit. 
Rock and I are going to see how the plans for 
the camp are progressing and to help serve 
some of those Ukrainian refugees who rely on 
the YMCA Moldova for food, hygiene, and 
clothing assistance.  
 

What a gift this YMCA Camp will be to a 
generation that is growing up over there 
learning to distinguish the different kinds of 
drones, weaponized and surveillance, by the 
kinds of sounds they make as they pass by 
overhead. Imagine how healing the sounds of 
splashing around a pool, or shouts of joy during 
a sporting match, or the stillness of the woods 
could be for some of these kids. For Rock and 
I, this will be a privilege and an honor to 
participate in such a mission. It's a rare 
opportunity to help children and families from 
the two poorest countries in Europe, and itôs an 
opportunity to witness and participate in Godôs 
work on the other side of the world. As we go 
through September I would ask us to consider 
the teleological aim of this camp apply it to 
ourselves: how much attention do we give to 
our own personal trinity? What feeds your 
Spirit, your Body, and your Mind? We cannot 
do Godôs work, we cannot take care of anyone 
else, if we donôt take care of ourselves. I hope 
this month you find healing, nourishment, and 
wholeness. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 
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The View from My Office  
 

SEPTEMBERôS SPOTLIGHT 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 

Together, we enter the homestretch in our readings. 
Two-thirds of the readings are behind us, and only one-
third remain. At the end of the year, perhaps we should 
plan a celebration! 
 
Most of our reading in the Old Testament during 
September will be in Isaiah. You can gauge the 
importance of this book from the fact that it is referred 
to so often in the New Testament. Isaiah has a 
wonderful feeling for the way Godôs mercy and justice 
intermingle. His awareness of God as the ñHoly One of 
Israelò (1:4) is exceptional as well. Notice chapter Six, 
where his call to be a prophet develops the theme of the 
holiness of God. 
 
As we will discover in Isaiah, there is a major difficulty 
in reading the books of the prophets. The prophecies are 
not written in careful historical order, and often there is 
no clear reference to the specific situation. This means 
that oftentimes the prophets can be bewildering books to 
read. I suggest that we simply read the book looking for 
major themes and topics. Search for compelling verses 
and memorable phrases, ones that sound familiar. Some 
that convey something significant about Godôs ways 
with the world.  
 
Our readings in the New Testament this month will 
complete the letters of Paul and take us through most of 
the book of Hebrews. Hebrews was written by someone 
who was steeped in the Jewish Scriptures. In the early 
days of the church, Paulôs name became associated with 
the book, but for centuries scholars have recognized that 
the style of Hebrews is very different from that of Paul.  
 
Whoever the author was, he seems to be writing to 
Jewish believers in Christ who were tempted to return to 
Judaism, perhaps because of imminent persecution. To 
ward off this possibility, the author of Hebrews offers a 
kind of extended proof that Jesus Christ fulfills, and is 
superior to, all that we find in the Old Testament. 
 
The heart of the book is found in the description of 
Jesus as the great high priest who far surpasses the 
priesthood of Israel (chapter 4-8). Because of Christôs 
ministry, a new and better covenant has been 
established. This covenant is eternal and final, because 
it is based on Christôs own sacrifice.  
 
It is still important today! 
 
Join us in reading, it is never too late to begin your 
journey to wisdom! 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray   

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

SEPT. Scripture Reading 

1 Song of Solomon 5, 6 / 1 Timothy 5 

2 Song of Solomon 7, 8 /Psalms 99, 100, 101 

3 Isaiah 1, 2 / 1 Timothy 6 

4 Isaiah 3, 4, 5 / 2 Timothy 1 

5 Isaiah 6, 7 / 2 Timothy 2 

6 Isaiah 8, 9 / Psalm 102 

7 Isaiah 10, 11, 12 / 2 Timothy 3 

8 Isaiah 13, 14 / 2 Timothy 4 

9 Isaiah 15, 16 / Psalm 103 

10 Isaiah 17, 18, 19, 20 / Titus 1 

11 Isaiah 21, 22 / Titus 2 

12 Isaiah 23, 24 / Titus 3 

13 Isaiah 25, 26 / Psalm 104 

14 Isaiah 27, 28 / Philemon 

15 Isaiah 29, 30 / Hebrews 1 

16 Isaiah 31, 32 / Psalm 105 

17 Isaiah 33, 34 / Hebrews 2 

18 Isaiah 35, 36 / Hebrews 3 

19 Isaiah 37, 38 / Hebrews 4 

20 Isaiah 39, 40 / Psalm 106 

21 Isaiah 41, 42 / Hebrews 5 

22 Isaiah 43, 44 / Hebrews 6 

23 Isaiah 45, 46 / Psalm 107 

24 Isaiah 47, 48 / Hebrews 7 

25 Isaiah 49, 50 / Hebrews 8 

26 Isaiah 51, 52 / Hebrews 9 

27 Isaiah 53, 54 / Psalms 108, 109 

28 Isaiah 55, 56 / Hebrews 10 

29 Isaiah 57, 58 / Hebrews 11 

30 Isaiah 59, 60 / Psalms 110, 111 
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Fall Adult Education  
Opportunities:  

 

There are many education opportunities 
available for the upcoming fall semester. 
Below is a list of the classes that are 
available. You can learn more about any 
of the classes on our website, or by scan-
ning the QR code. You can also sign up 
for any of the classes while you are there! 
 

Are you saved or are you Presbyterian? 
Led by Keith Allen 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
September 7, 14, 28 
October 5, 12, 19, 26 
 
Finding God in the AbyssðThe Holocaust 
Led by Cindy Sloan 
Sundays 
10:00 a.m.  
September 14 ï November 2 
 
Names for the MessiahðAn Advent Study  
By Walter Brueggemann 
Led by Laura Duncan 
Sundays 
10:00 a.m.  
November 23, 30 
Dec 7, 14 
 
Behold the Beauty of the Lord  
A Simple Christmas:   
How the Amish Celebrate the Beauty of the Lord 
Led by Charlotte Hubbard 
December 28 
9:30 a.m.  
Courtyard Room in the Welcome Center 
 
The Gospel of Luke: Good News for All 
The Kerygma Program  
Led by Kirk Ryckman 
Wednesdays during Cornerstone 
6:30 ï 7:30 p.m.  
September 10 ï November 12 
 
What Do You Believe? 
An Introductory Theological Survey 
Led by Pastor Josh Garry 
Wednesdays during Cornerstone 
6:30 ï 7:30 p.m.   
September 10, October 1 ï November 12 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School for  
Children and Youth  

 
Growing in Grace and Gratitude is our Sunday 
School Class for three-, four- and five-year-olds that 
havenôt been to kindergarten yet. This class will 
meet upstairs in Room 7. Anna Flairty and Libby 
Whitlow will team up to lead our preschoolers.    
 
Bible Explorers is what we call our Sunday School 
program for our elementary aged children. They will 
meet downstairs in the Gathering Space for a short 
lesson with Sue Thomas. Then they will split up into 
different age groups and experience various work-
shops in rooms 8, 9 and 10. Classes are taught by 
volunteer adults that change with each unit.  
 
Our youth classes follow the same curriculum, 
Feasting on the Word. It is a lectionary-based cur-
riculum from the PCUSA. Our 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders will meet downstairs in Room 11 with Holly 
Baddley while our 9th ï 12th graders will meet 
downstairs in the Great Room with Dan Kerr.  

 

  

 

Important Dates to Remember 
September 7                   Sunday School for all ages 

 begins 
September 7                   JHF and SHF begins 
September 10                Cornerstone begins 
October 12  2nd Grade Bibles 
October 26                      Trunk or Treat, 3 p.m. 

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Piper Smith, Jonathan 
Fritz, and Lisa Luke 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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Cornerstone is Back!  
 

Weôve missed you! And 
weôd love to see you on 
Wednesday nights this fall at 
Cornerstone. This is our 34th 
year, can you believe it?! 
We must be doing 
something right.  

 

For our newcomers, Cornerstone is our midweek 
program for ALL ages. Come to choir, Bible study, 
and enjoy a delicious dinner prepared by Chef 
Nickie. Childcare is provided for those taking a 
class or going to choir. There is something for 
everyone. See the schedule below for more details.  

Choirs 
 
5:15 ï 6:00 PM Childrenôs Choir  
   (1st - 5th grade)        
5:15 ï 6:00 PM Credo Choir  
   (6th ï 12th grade) 
                  
5:50 ï 6:45 PM Chamber Singers  
                
6:50 ï 8:20 PM Alleluia Singers   
                

Dinner is served between 6:00 ï 6:30 PM in 
Fellowship Hall. 
Childcare is provided from 5:00 ï 8:15 PM.  

Bible Study 
 
6:30 ï 7:15 PM Preschool ï Kindergarten
             
6:30 ï 7:15 PM 1st ï 4th grade  
                  
6:30 ï 7:15 PM 5th ï 7th grade   
                   
6:30 ï 7:30 PM Confirmation Class  
   for 8th  grade   
        
6:30 ï 7:30 PM The Gospel of Luke  
   Led by Kirk Ryckman      
      
6:30 ï 7:30 PM What do you believe?  
   Led by Pastor Josh Garry 
    
Be sure to register online by September 1st so we 

can plan for dinner and class supplies. If you need 

help registering or have any questions, just ask 

Heather.       

JHF and SHF begins September 7   

Come join one of our 

youth fellowship groups, 

JHF if you are in 6th, 7th 

or 8th grade, or SHF if you 

are in 9th, 10th, 11th or 

12th grade. We will kick 

off our year on September 

7 with some good old-fashioned fun and games. 

We will meet in the Great Room from 4:45 ï 6:30 

p.m. All are welcome. Donôt miss out!   

 

An SHF Thanks! 

SHF would like to say 

THANKS to Susan Price 

for her many years of 

leadership. Susan has 

stepped away from SHF to 

spend more time with her 

family and to enjoy her 

new role as grandma! 

Congratulations Susan. 

We will miss you!  

 

Our Children 

Need YOU!  

Bible Explorers is 

our Sunday 

School program 

for our elementary 

students. It is 

rotation-based 

program that requires thirty teachers a year to run 

smoothly. Currently we have several spots unfilled. 

Parents, Grandparents, and church members, we 

need your help! Please consider pairing up with 

your spouse or a friend and teaching a workshop. 

Itôs only a four hour commitment. Youôll be 

amazed at how much you can learn from teaching 

the Bible story to the children. Contact Heather to 

help.  
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9/1  Alyson Grady  
9/2  Kristen Curtis, Spencer Friesen,  
 Kyndall Goodwin, Noah Luke,  
 Hudson Schiessler  
9/3  Tim Graumann 
9/4  Avery Boesen, Oliver Boesen, Carol Bolton 
9/5  Sue Freyer, Donna Turner, Josh Versaw,  
 Jordan Garry  
9/6  Russ Beernink, Marshall Zieman, Collins Luth  
9/7  Jeanette Garner, Gayle Kerr-McFadden, 
9/8  Sophia Miller, Arnie Nelson  
9/10  Cecelia Ballou 
9/11  Gary Fitch, Larry Frederickson, Tom Kort, 
 Joshua Paul, Barb Scanlan  
9/12  Kim Crum  
9/13  Jean Waters  
9/14  Ryan Koch, Barbara McNeal, John Sparks  
9/15  Madelyn Grady, Charles. Madison,  
 Rick Sessions  
9/16  Verta Pugh, Kirk Ryckman, Cara Schiessler, 
 Veronica Kerr, Gene Depue, Alicia Jones 
9/17  Chad Bumsted, Harrison Versaw  
9/19  Abby Sekle  
9/20  Shanna Mathia, Sara Pickens  
9/21  Molly McGuire, Sue Thomas 
9/22  Brayden Downes, Olivia Downes,  
 Lauren Harrison, Leah Whaley  
9/24  Pam Otto  
9/25  Jerry Klein, Roger Pauba, Emily Sumner  
9/26  Mary Carlson, Sierra Cunningham,  
 Skip Decker, Dick Hart, Martha Henry  
9/27  Alena Bennett, David Goodwin,  
 Gary Petersen, Kara Versaw  
9/30  Chuck Baddley, Carol Futhey, Marjorie Huff  

 

Welcome Reception for Annika  

 

Congregational Life is welcoming our new 
Community Engagement Coordinator and Office 
Administrator, Annika Shaw, with a reception on 
Sunday, September 14 at 10:00 in between the two 
services. Meet our newest staff member while 
enjoying donut holes, pastries, and fruit in 
Fellowship Hall! 

 
2025 Back to School Supplies  

Drive Update  
 

The 2025 Back to School Supplies Drive has 
completed with resounding success once again! We 
collected 179 backpacks vs. goal of 150 as well as 
60 grocery bags full of assorted school supplies for 
our partner schools. All the supplies were delivered 
on August 11 and 12th to ILP at Saratoga 
elementary, Walnut Hill, Wakonda, Bancroft, and 
Sherman Elementary schools ahead of the first day 
for students on August 14.A big thanks to the 
congregation for stepping up once again. We are 
now in a record 7th straight years of surpassing our 
goal! Here are some photos of the packing event on 
Saturday, August 9. 

 
In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
Judy Arms  
 

 
Betty Woodhull - 7/30/2025 
 

John Hall - 8/15/2025 
 
Shirley Payne - 8/16/2025 

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way to 
serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 
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Deacon Moderator 
Patti Sparks  
 

Membership :Co-Moderators 
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig 
 

 

Say Hello to our New Members! 
Sonia Duncan 
 

We are pleased to meet Sonia 
(recent new member Laura 
Duncanôs Mother) and have her 
join our church.  Sonia was 
waiting for her house to sell 
before she moved to Omaha to 
live with her daughter.  She 
grew up in Camden, New 
Jersey, is retired and will 
transfer her membership from 
Knox Presbyterian Church in 
Cincinnati, Ohio to PCOC.  When she lived in 
Ohio, she worked with after school programs for 
children.  She enjoys reading and traveling and is 
willing to volunteer for different projects.  If you 
havenôt met the Duncan ladies yet, please introduce 
yourself. We welcome them to our church family. 
 

Mark and Karen 
Traynowicz 
 

Mark and Karen have been 
attending worship on line 
and in person for a while 
and have also participated 
in Tables for Eight; so, 
many of you may have 
already met them, but now 
we can officially welcome 
them as members of our church. They will be 
transferring their membership from Trinity 
Episcopal Church.  Mark and Karen were born in 
Nebraska and have lived in Omaha for 30 years.  
They are retired and enjoy traveling.  Please 
welcome Mark and Karen to PCOC. 
 

Sue Mollner 
 

Please thank the Alleluia 
Singers for encouraging Sue to 
join our church.  She was a 
former member at Kountze 
Memorial Lutheran Church. 
Sue was born in Omaha and 
raised in Elkhorn, but currently 
lives in Ashland with her 
husband, Kurt. Her step-
daughter and son in law live in 
Houston with their two children. Sue is retired but 
was in banking for her entire career, and ended up 
as a mortgage underwriter auditor.  In her spare 
time, she enjoys singing, playing the piano, playing 

cards, playing Mahjong, hosting small dinner 
parties and especially Face Timing with her 
grandkids.  When you meet Sue, please welcome 
her and thank her for sharing her lovely voice with 
us as well. 
 

Nan Sibbernsen 
 

Many of you will recognize 
Nan since she was a 
previous member besides 
being the daughter of Bryce 
and the late Catherine 
Crawford and sister to Carol 
Crawford. Nan was 
baptized at PCOC as well as 
marrying her husband Mark 
in this church. After raising three kids, expanding 
her business, returning to college to pursue a 
different career, and now retired, she said it was 
time to return to PCOC and attend church with her 
dad and sister. She volunteers as a tour guide at 
Joslyn and reconnected with church members when 
G.A.L.S. took a tour of Joslyn in Feb.  Nan hopes 
to help with mission projects through participation 
and service.  Nan, weôre glad to have you back! 
 

Dorcas Kamere 
 

Dorcas was born and raised in Kenya and grew up 
in the Presbyterian Church.  
She recently moved from 
Texas, via a few months in 
Colorado Springs, and then to 
Omaha. She has been in 
Omaha for approximately four 
months.  Dorcas had been 
viewing our services on line 
before attending in person.  
Her previous church was 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in McKinney, 
Texas.  She is a Registered Nurse and a Family 
Nurse Practitioner at Bellevue Medical Center ï 
Nebraska Medicine. In her spare time, she enjoys 
reading, traveling, singing, swimming, hiking, 
aerobics, moderate strength training and cooking.  
She likes to volunteer for fund raising activities, 
bake sales, and walks/marathons.  Please welcome 
Dorcas to our church family! 
 


