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Church of the Cross

LOVE IN ACTION!

by Rock Sumner, Business Administrator

When I think of LOVE IN ACTION, I am especially struck
by its selfless character. In churches, we often hear the phrase
and think of charitable acts — giving generously and serving
others. And while these acts often feel good and are well-
intentioned, they do not always reflect the full nature of love.
Too often, charity lacks two essential ingredients: meaningful
relationships and true selflessness. Fortunately, I see both at
work in the lives of our constituents at Church of the Cross!

For 2026, like in years past, there are additions to our budget. During 2025,
Church of the Cross hired Annika Shaw as Community Engagement Coordinator
and Office Administrator. The Communications Committee will again be
operating with budget requirements for newly expanded outreach. The year 2026
will be the year that I retire and another will replace me as Business
Administrator.

For me, LOVE IN ACTION means that each of us must find a way to become
more deeply involved than we are now. We must do more than simply write a
check to charity — a simple transaction. I appreciate the Mission Committee’s
mission statement: To glorify God by identifying and facilitating opportunities to
effectively engage us, the congregation in mission, to share our gifts of time,
talent, and money with those in need in our community and the world. This is
quite simply more than a transaction; the committee encourages each of us to be
transformed by sharing our time and talents.

That is the vision for 2026 and beyond that each one of us finds a way to become
involved. To find a way to love one another, our neighbors, and our enemies.
Just as Jesus continues to call us to do each day.

I hope, like me, many of you pray for our church and its members daily. Please
take time to pray as you consider your level of giving for 2026 and return your
enclosed stewardship pledge to me as soon as you are ready. May 2026 truly be a
year of LOVE IN ACTION for you and for Presbyterian Church of the Cross!

Classroom Renovation Update: Drywall hanging along with light !
installation is complete! Ceiling installation has started and new
doors and windows will be installed in late September or early

October. Thank you to all who have made this project possible!
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_ﬂ A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

Sweatshirt Weather
Again

Who doesn’t like October? Fall 9
is in the air. Football and volley-

ball are back in swing. Baseball

winds down and gets exciting.

Pumpkin spice returns. We hope

it stays nice enough for an out-

door Vesper Concert and then all

the way til trick or treating.

October also brings with it our annual Stewardship
Season as the Session begins to plan financially for
next year. Simply put, the amount of our returned
pledges sets the limits of what we hope to do finan-
cially as a church. Based on all our pledges, the
Session will set our new budget for 2026. At
PCOC, every pledge truly counts. We need every
family’s involvement in order to continue our level
of support.

Your pledge is more important than you may real-
ize! In our worship services, we will be hearing
from various folks challenging us to not only dream
big, but to make our discipleship a priority.

With your continued (and increased) support we
hope to do even more. We want to reach out more
to our visitors and new members. We want to send
more youth on summer mission trips. We want to
continue to improve our campus, modernize our
classrooms and sanctuary, and give raises to our
staff.

As you receive your 2026 pledge card, pray about
what you would like your giving to be next year.

It’s a faith commitment between you and God.
Please return your pledge card to Rock during the
month of October. We will formally dedicate all the
pledges on Sunday, October 26.

This year’s Stewardship Theme is “Love in Action.”
When I think of the atmosphere that characterizes
Church of the Cross, this is a great phrase for us — it
depicts both the present sense of enthusiasm we en-
joy and serves as a challenge to keep it up!

Your pastor and friend,

Marsball 2iesmsn

Tuesday Bible Studies

The Tuesday Bible Studies have embarked on a
study of the Old Testament book of Jeremiah. Bring
your favorite Bible and come join us at either 7am
(men) or 1pm (everybody).

ad Cross,Care

Cross Care Connections provides a personally
tailored relationship with a fellow church
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate
individuals can provide confidential support to
help you navigate major life events.

Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office
for more information about this program or to
request a Cross Care provider.

Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1
marshall@pcoc.us
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A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR ﬂ_

Reflections from Abroad

In the years after World War 11, and into the years
of Cold War Soviet Poland, Polish poet Czeslaw
Milosz once wrote:

“How to resist nothingness?

What power preserves what once was,
if memory does not last?

For I remember little.

I remember so very little.

Indeed, moments restored

would mean the Last Judgment.

That is adjourned from day to day,

by Mercy perhaps.”

Milosz was wrestling with the very real tension
between the lived reality of two concepts: first, that
if there are no physical artifacts left behind by an
event (footage, documents, relics, wagon wheel
tracks left in the earth) and there is no one left who
remembers what happened, then the actions and
lessons of the past evaporate into nonexistence for
us; second, that even if we have those who remain
to remember important events, the human condition
is not built to support remembering everything -

some things must inevitably slip into the abyss,
only our spirits in the realm of our final being could
support what it means to remember every memory
we’ve ever made at once and then be called to
reckon with such.

I know, I know, that’s a lot.

It might sound like some lofty or beautiful
existential abstraction, but I’'m writing this from
Chisinau, spending my days in the midst of a
people who, like Milosz, have had to live out,
decade upon century upon millennium, of what it
means to live with such a question amongst the old
rubble and new construction. You see, Moldova
was recognized as its own country for the first time
in 1359, but during World War II well over 90% of
physical Chisinau was destroyed. Furthermore, in
the midst of the pummeling of the city, it was
annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940; it did not
regain independence again until 1991. So
Moldovans live here with the legacy of a mostly
destroyed physical history (that which happened
from 1359 to 1940 being lost to Nazi large-scale
bombing and Soviet “scorched earth” retreat
tactics) alongside a 50 year stretch of protracted

history of occupation they did not choose for
themselves (U.S.S.R.). This means that today’s
political iteration of Moldova is 34 years young. To
live with those two realities Milosz is wrestling
with above is to reach certain syntheses in question
form: what should our memories be of; how are we
supposed to remember; which things can we never
let ourselves forget?

Importantly, Deuteronomy 6:12 tells us that we are
not to forget the Lord in the promised land. Not...
as in never. The irony of the unforgettable in this
case is that it so quickly became completely and
utterly forgotten. For those of you who are
unfamiliar with what happens after the Israelites
reach the promised land, it’s recounted in the book
of Judges (arguably the most violent and
graphically disappointing book in the Bible), and
it’s a prime example of the consequences we
endure when we follow God and not ourselves.
Where all of this reaches us, is that even while we
have not lived through exile in the wilderness or
through occupation, we should be asking the same
questions - because when we ask such questions
backwards the answers teach us how to live
forwards. Specifically, and hopefully, we should
quickly understand that even when things don’t feel
dire, even when they feel promising, if we don’t
follow God it can all fall apart really, really fast -
and this happens because if we don’t remember the
most important things we no longer know who we
are. Because memory and identity are inseparable.
They tell us who we should be.

As we continue to live forward together, [ hope you
welcome Milosz’s inward questions of witness and
memory. Contrastingly, unlike the time of Judges, I
hope you live in a way that chooses to remember
God’s guiding presence in our lives. And above all,
this October, may you remember God’s faithfulness
and willingness to lead us to the promise land of
our own times, no matter how lost we feel, should
we follow God - oh... and don't be haunted by the
ghosts of Halloween past or by skeletons in the
closet!

Associate Pastor
Joshua Garry
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2
josh@pcoc.us
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BUSINESS UPDATES

A

The View from My Office

OCTOBER’S SPOTLIGHT
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE

Together, we will do most of our reading in the Old
Testament this month from the prophet Jeremiah.
Jeremiah is one of the major prophets of the Old
Testament. Cool fact that the Tuesday Bible studies
led by Pastor Marshall are currently studying the
book of Jeremiah. Consider joining those classes’
discussions to help broaden your understanding of
Jeremiah.

Jeremiah was from a priestly family. We read at the
beginning of the book that Jermiah felt called to his
prophetic ministry at a young age. Like Moses
years before him (Exodus 3-4), Jeremiah was
hesitant and attempted to excuse himself from the
call (1:6). Unknowingly, he had a good reason to. I
don’t want to spoil the ending for readers, but
Jeremiah’s life wasn’t always a bed of roses.

When you read Jeremiah, it will be obvious why
the leaders in Judah dislike this man and his
message. Jeremiah preached doom. He announced
that Jerusalem, including the temple itself, would
be destroyed. The reason he gave for this prophecy
was the faithlessness of the people.

As with most of the prophetic books, I like to read
quickly, looking for main themes rather than
puzzling over the details of each verse or
paragraph. The book of Jerremiah is not written in
strictly chronological order, and that can make the
details seem even more confusing.

There is HOPE in Jeremiah’s prophecy. Hope will
be prominent in verses 31-32 where he sees the
new covenant.

October in the New Testament will find us reading
the Book of John. It is a favorite book for many
people, even though it can be wordy and repetitious
at times. That is because this book looks at Christ
from different angles. John is written in a simple
style with an easy vocabulary.

However, John’s descriptions of Christ are
exceptionally profound and one can read them
repeatedly without ever uncovering all the depts
and riches they contain.

Join us in reading, it is never too late to begin your
journey to wisdom!

OCT. Scripture Reading
1 Isaiah 61, 62 / Hebrews 12
2 Isaiah 63, 64 / Hebrews 13
3 Isaiah 65 66 / John 1
4 Jeremiah 1, 2 / Psalms 112, 113
5 Jeremiah 3, 4 / John 2
6 Jeremiah 5, 6 / John 3
7 Jeremiah 7, 8 / Psalms 114, 115
8 Jeremiah 9, 10 / John 4
9 Jeremiah 11, 12/ John 5
10 Jeremiah 13, 14 / John 6
11 Jeremiah 15, 16 / Psalm 116
12 Jeremiah 17, 18 / John 7
13 Jeremiah 19, 20 / John 8
14 Jeremiah 21,22 / Psalms 117, 118
15 Jeremiah 23, 24 / John 9
16 Jeremiah 25,26 / John 10
17 Jeremiah 27, 28 / John 11
18 Jeremiah 29, 30, 31 / Psalm 119:1-24
19 Jeremiah 32, 33 / John 12
20 Jeremiah 34, 35/ John 13
21 Jeremiah 36, 37 / Psalm 119:25-48
22 Jeremiah 38, 39 / John 14
23 Jeremiah 40, 41 / John 15
24 Jeremiah 42, 43 / John 16
25 Jeremiah 44, 45, 46 /Psalm 119:49-72
26 Jeremiah 47, 48 / John 17
27 Jeremiah 49, 50 / John 18
28 Jeremiah 51, 52 / Psalm 119:73-96
29 Lamentations 1, 2 / John 19
30 Lamentations 3, 4, 5/ John 20
31 Ezekiel 1/ John 21

Rock Sumner

Business Administrator
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6
rock@pcoc.us

Finance Committee Moderator:
Jeff Friesen

Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:
Josh Murray
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS n_

2nd Grade Bible Presentation
October 12

All second graders will receive their Deep
Blue Bibles during on October 12 at 11:10.
The Christian Education Committee in-
vites the congregation to join the second
graders and their families for this memora-
ble occasion. If you have a second grader
and are unable to attend worship on October 12,
please let Heather know so other arrangements to
deliver your child’s Bible can be made.

Trunk or Treat October 26

= Join us in Fellowship Hall and

@8l on the east lawn on Sunday, Oc-
", tober 26 at 3:00 p.m. for food,

games, and trunk or treating.

1 Be sure to wear your costume

and bring a bucket for your

treats.

¥ congregation to participate by
" hosting a trunk. All you have to
do is decide on a theme, decorate your vehicle, dress
up (come on, it’s fun!), and provide treats or toys to
hand out to the children. It’s that easy and so much
fun! Help us make this the best Trunk or Treat ever
for our church family.
If you plan to host a trunk, please let Heather know.
We are also accepting candy donations. Please do-
nate individually wrapped candy or treats. You may
drop them off in the bin in the lobby. Thanks!

Join us for an Advent Study —
Names for the Messiah

The class will be led by Laura Duncan on Sundays
at 10:00 a.m. on November 23, 30, Dec 7, and 14.
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using
four royal titles — Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.
Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how
the people understood it then, how Jesus did or did
not fulfil the title, and how Christians
interpret Jesus as representative of that
title. In this study, best-selling author
Walter Brueggemann tackles the ques-
tions: What were these expectations?
And Did Jesus fulfill them? Register
online by November 1.

Important Dates to Remember

October 12 2nd Grade Bible Presentation,
11:10 a.m.

October 26 Trunk or Treat, 3 p.m.

November 1 Deadline to register for the

Children’s Christmas Pageant
‘Tis the Season Fundraiser,
Noon

Children’s Christmas Pageant,
S p.m.

November 16

December 7

‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser
November 16

You don’t want to miss this SHF fundraiser! This is
the perfect way to start your holiday season. Come
for lunch and stay for crafts. Put it on your calendar
now! More information and registration to come.

Children’s Christmas Pageant

The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be on
Sunday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m.

All children (preschool — 5th grade) will be wearing
costumes and singing!

Junior and senior high kids will help with the set.
Confirmands will read Bible verses.

There are mandatory rehearsals:
Wednesday, December 3 from 6 — 7 p.m.
Saturday, December 6 from 2 — 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 8 from 10— 11 a.m.

If your child would like to participate in the pag-
eant, please register by November 1.

QR Code:

Heather Berry
Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2

} heather@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint
JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers,
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Piper Smith, Jonathan
Fritz, Lisa Luke
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_ﬂ Music Notes

Vesper Concerts’ Annual Outdoor
Concert on Sunday, October 5 at 4:30

Join us for this highly anticipated annual event! Our
musical guests are The Wildwoods from Lincoln, NE,
who will treat us to an afternoon of folk music. The
Wildwoods have grown into a folk/Americana trio
rooted in rich harmonies and heartfelt storytelling.
Formed by husband-and-wife duo Noah (guitar) and
Chloe Gose (violin), and joined
by longtime friend and bassist
Andrew Vaggalis, the band — —
crafts songs that feel both inti- IS IYi‘E.Ej £
mate and expansive—tales of 11’177“”
home, hope, and the open road. e S

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Don Metzger

Bring your appetite because Street Eats is bringing its
food truck and will serve hamburger and chicken slid-
ers, chicken tenders, and tater tots. And everyone gets
a FREE Rice Krispy treat!

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs.

Veéspet.
Concerrs: ™

L. - - 2. :
‘The Wildwoods
/ OUTDOOR CONCERT
Y, o unday, Oct. 5, 2025 | 4:30 PM

== Director of Vesper Concerts
' (402)333-7466 Ext. 5

_ﬂ FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS

Presbyterian Women
October 2

We have welcomed Autumn at the
Presbyterian Women'’s Circle. On
Thursday, October 2nd we meet at
9:30 am in the Courtyard room. Our
Bible study continues from “Images
of the Spirit” by Dale & Sandy Larsen. Lesson 2 will
be lead by Betsy Conway and is titled “Water”. This
study of the Holy Spirit comes from John 4:7-14 and
John 7:37-39. All church women are invited to join us
in our informal discussion. Please contact Cindy Nis-
ley if you have any questions.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

GALS at the Zoo on October 12

_ Join GALS for an afternoon of dis-
8 covery at the zoo on Sunday, Octo-
" ber 12 at 1:00 pm! Our adventure

B will be led by experienced docents
who bring the animals and exhibits
to life with fascinating stories and insider knowledge.
They will show us the Aquarium, Jungle, and Desert
Dome. Admission is free for Zoo Members, and non-
members may pay up to $26.95 (we’re still exploring a

possible discount!). Don’t miss this chance to enjoy
wildlife, learning, and community together. Sign up
online. Call Staci Voss with any questions.

Presbyterian Men Breakfast on
October 11

On Saturday, October 11 at 9:00 am,
PCOC men are invited to attend a
continental breakfast and program in
the Welcome Center featuring Dr.
Jeff Delaney. He will speak about his
passion, “Operation Hippocrates.” Every year a group
of doctors, nurses and volunteers from Children’s Hos-
pital go to Belize to examine and treat children with
heart conditions. If the case is repairable, the child is
brought to Omaha and surgery is performed. Many are
assisted in country and others are saved by surgery in
Omabha. Leroy Swedlund, one of our own, and Dr. Jeff
Delaney, have gone annually for three decades to per-
form this mission. Please sign-up to attend this fabu-
lous presentation at the Information Desk by Sunday,
October 5. Invite someone to attend with you. Contact
Jon Boomgaarden with questions.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS Cont. n_

Active Minds in October

Active Minds Fellowship will be
playing Pinochle in October. Join us
any Tuesday, 1:30-4:00 pm that works
with your schedule. Lower Level,
Great Room. We have very patient
teachers if this is a new game for you. Friends are
welcome. Feel free to join us after Bible

Study. Contact: Earlene Uhrig

PCOC Book Group
on October 15

PCOC Book Group will meet .
October 15 in The Courtyard Room from 5:15 to
6:30 p.m. to review West With Giraffes by Lynda
Rutledge. All readers are welcome! Questions?
Contact Charlotte Hubbard.

Heartland Hope Mission
October 3

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry
schedule to distribute grocery and hygiene items to
the clients they serve has changed from Saturdays
from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm to Fridays from 12:30 - 3
pm. HHM decided that they needed a weekday
instead of a weekend day to serve clients. If you
would like to volunteer to stock the pantry on
Saturday morning at the West O location, you may
volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All volunteer
opportunities at HHM are listed below for both the
South and West Omaha locations.:

West Omaha location - 15555 Industrial Rd.
Pantry distribution - Fridays, 12:30 - 3 pm
Warehouse stocking - Tuesday, Wednesday,
Saturday, 9:30 - 11:30 am

South Omaha location - 2021 U Street
Pantry Distribution:

Tuesdays: 6 pm - 9 pm,

Thursdays: 1 pm - 5 pm

Saturdays: 9 am - 1 pm

Please contact John Bennett if you are interested in
volunteering or have any questions at (402) 618-
6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank you for
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission.

49ers on October 7
ers
Our speaker for October will be

Walt Duda. Walt writes, "I was

introduced to the book, Black Elk

Speaks, by Nebraska Poet Laureate, John Neihardt
while I was a student at Dana College in the

1960's. My fascination with the book led me to
become a longtime member of the John G. Neihardt
Foundation. I plan to talk about how John Neihardt
and Nicholas Black Elk met and how their unlikely
meeting produced a masterpiece of spiritual
literature that remains in print nearly 100 years after
their meeting." The lunch location is Wheatfields,
One Pacific Place, at 11:30 a.m. Everyone is
welcome, whether or not you are 49, younger or
older, come join us! We will order from a special
menu. For reservations or questions, please contact
Mary Ott, or Judy Sundberg. We also have a sign-up
sheet at the Information Center

Friday Night Gourmets o
October 10  h

Friday Night Gourmets will meet on  FR|DAY NIGHT
October 10 at Jericho’s. We will order ;

off a shortened menu (see sign up

book) but have lots of choices. If you have
questions, please contact Charlene Meyer. Hosted

by Lloyd Meyer, Charlene Meyer, Mary Reid, and
Butch Michaels.

GO SOLO Events

Our GO SOLO group have set up a few events to
participate in for the month of September. Feel free
to join whether you are by yourself, or with a
partner, or even just want to meet other likeminded
folks in our church! Each month will be updated
with a variety of events to check out, so be sure to
keep checking for more information online on
upcoming group activities.

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in
the Great Room.

Summer schedule is Junne 16 through August.

One Class at 9:00 am.

Coordinator: Betty Baddley

Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.
Coordinator: Paula Allen
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_ﬂ OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Art Camp

THANK YOU to 20 Campers, 7 Youth
Helpers, and 6 Adults for creating four
spectacular days of wonderful memories at
Art Camp! We studied works by Claude
Monet and Patty Richie, and created rich
watercolors, skilled origami lotus blossoms,
acrylic mystical stick dragonflies, and two : ! =

types of clay sculptures. Our tie-dyed works : % f‘g\wvégilaumv ’
of art also worked well as our impressionism : '
background. We did SO much, and still have
some projects left to save for next year’s Art
Camp!

Classic Shrimp Boil
Dinner & Fundraiser!

Presbyterian Men are once again hosting Choose a Sunday to Help!

an old-fashioned shrimp boil on Sunday, If you are looking for a way
November 9th in Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm. The to serve the church, please
entertainment will be Josh Powell playing his guitar consider filling one of our
and singing. Come and enjoy scrumptious ‘JUMBO’  open usher spots. You can
fresh shrimp (or chicken cordon bleu) served with all ~ now sign up online for
the fixins! The suggestion donation is only $20 per individual Sundays.
person or more if you wish. ALL proceeds will go to

. ? \
purchase “baby formula” for Heartland Hope Mission Questions? Contact Ushers Needed
. . Mary Ott or Mary Lynn
(HHM). Sign up and pay in advance (checks to Pres- Bennett

byterian Men) at the Information Desk by Sunday,
November 2nd. Contact Jim Miller 402-290-8328 or
Frank McMullen 402-980-2943 with questions.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont. n_

¥ o W
OCTOBER

‘

10/1 Mary Johnson
10/2  Spencer Evers, Cadence Fritz, Sarah Koch,
Karen Metzger, Piper Mooney,
Roger Utman, Eileen Wright
10/3  Betsy DeStwolinski
10/4 Brem Bremers, Christian Fritz,
Tom Searson
10/5 Bobbi Dyer, Larry Keating
10/6  Loren Penkava, Sam Rennick,
John Stalnaker
10/7  Melissa Rock, Polly Wyatt, Laura Duncan
10/8 Brad Gibson
10/9  Susan Emmert
10/10 Adam Luke, Donna Wilhite
10/11 Donna Adams
10/12 Brody McGuire
10/13 Mike Morey, Amen Sekle, Bob Wyatt
10/14 Sonia Duncan
10/15 Lori Pirnie
10/16 Kenneth Penney, Barb Stuedemann,
Nadia Garry, Charlotte Clerk
10/18 Jenn Luth, Jennifer Spann, Lindsey Woods
10/19 Sue Jenkins, Eliza Lewis
10/20 Philip Holubeck, Linda Rathman,
Stanton Weyand
10/21 Nancy Buda, Becca Frampton
10/22 Linda Miller
10/23 Barrett Ballou, Hallie Ballou, Don Miller,
Tina Morgan, Karen Saunders,
Lennox Mendick
10/24 Callen Moore, Barbara Wolpa, Dave Woods
10/25 Mason Downes
10/26 Beckett Friesen, Dianne Witmer
10/27 Pat Vint
10/28 Avery Fuller, Deb Schmadeke
10/29 Sally Hansen, Becky Zieman
10/30  Wendy Chapman, Doug Larson
10/31 Laura Falcone

Next New Member Discussion
October 19, 2025

Do you know someone who is looking for a church
home? Invite them to visit this month! There are
many activities happening in our church this
month. Our next New Member Discussion will be
on Sunday, October 19, 2025 at 12:15 after the late

worship service. The discussion will
last about an hour, and a light lunch
will be provided. Scan our QR code
to sign up online or call the church
office to register!

Thank you Notes from our Members!

Dear PCOC Family, Thank you so very much for
the boost of well wishes and birthday wishes during
my recent convalescence. Prayers and prayer shawl,
cards, ecard, phone calls, text messages, visits,
flowers, plants, fruit basket, and gifts, as well as
heart-warming art from the VBS children,
volunteers, and staff. [ hope to be back among you
soon to thank you all in person. So thankful, too,
for Marshall and Josh and their compassionate
ministry and leadership. With love and gratitude,

- Brentleigh Bowen

Thank you to all the volunteers who’s served at
AllPlay Miracle League this fall. Over 400 players
participated each day and it was the volunteers who
assisted in the fun enjoyed by all. A special thanks
to Cindy Garner who set up the concession stand
each Saturday. Our church supports AllPlay
financially thru your mission giving. Thanks to all
who help continue this League that allows those
with special needs to play baseball each year. It is
hoped to see more volunteers next spring now that
many of you know where the fields are located in
Seymour Smith Park. See you when they call
“Play Ball.”

- Sandi Stuckey

In need of prayer?
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are
shared only with members of the prayer team.

Prayer Team Coordinators:
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or
Judy Arms

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466
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_ﬂ SPIRIT OF MISSION

The Mission Committee Mailbox

The Mission Committee would like to share with you
some of the mail we receive every month from the
organizations which are the grateful recipients of your
generosity. Below are the latest thank you notes we
have received:

-Juliet Summers, Executive Director of Voices
for Children thanks you for your generous support of
“Raise Your Voice” as a Partner Sponsor, Advocate
Sponsor and donor. Your sponsorship directly pow-
ers their mission to advocate for equitable opportuni-
ties for kids in our state so that every Nebraska child
has the opportunity to thrive.

-On behalf of Heartland Hope Mission, Pastor
Chelsea Salifou, CEO thanks you for your contribu-
tion of $730 to provide working poor families with a
week’s supply of groceries.

-Rev Wilson Kennedy, Associate Director
from the Annual Giving Office of the Presbyterian
Church USA Special Offerings would like to thank
you for your 2025 second quarter donation of
$4,755.66.

-Omaha Public School’s Bancroft Elementary
thanks you for your continued donations.

Siena Francis House Servers Needed
Sunday, October 12
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the
2nd Sunday of every month at Siena
Francis House. We need at least 6
volunteers. Please consider giving

your time to this mission.Questions? Contact Keith
Allen.

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up
page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at Siena
Francis House.

Agape Book Review
Every Warrior Has His Own Song
by Alan B.Walker
In the September Cross Currents Kathy Moore report-
ed on a trip taken by the Agape group to the U.S. In-
dian School Museum in Genoa, Nebraska. It is one of
the few Indian School Museums (out of 500 schools)
remaining in the United States. The schools existed
from 1884-1934. We picked up this book in the
museum gift shop.
The author, Alan Walker, is the fourth generation af-
ter his great, great grandfather, Ed, who spent 8 years
surviving the cruelties of one of these schools. This
report uses the term “ Indian” because it’s the term
used by the author.

The book begins by tracing the difficult, sometimes
unsurvivable, years when Indian families and villages
were forced out of their homes and off their lands by
the hundreds of White people moving West. They
were permitted to take only what they could carry and
were marched as far as 150-200 miles to their next
assigned home. If they lagged behind or got too sick
to keep up, they were simply shot. When they settled
in their new area, they often didn’t know where they
were. Along the way the White soldiers were heard to
say “I"d like to stick me a redskin.” And worst of all,
within 4 or 5 years, they would often be moved again
for the next wave of White settlers.
In the meantime, White folks were developing ways
to “help” Indian children adapt to ways and a culture
that was completely different from theirs. Indian life-
styles and religions were very respectful of each other
and of Mother Earth. They actively honored the spir-
itual aspects of their lives, especially their ancestors.
On the other hand, White settlers regarded Indians as
“savages.” The goal was to change them into decent
and civilized people, i e “Kill the Indian and Save the
Man.” The United States Bureau of Indian Affairs
had a plan. They recruited and instructed Christians to
build and manage these schools. The “Christian” ap-
proach was a not what modern day Christians might
adopt. The training included cutting off the children’s
hair as they walked in the door or beating and whip-
ping them when they spoke their own language. The
school emphasized that they would not be seeing their
families for a long time. And when one child asked
“Who is Jesus?” he was beaten and died from his in-
juries.
Fortunately, Edward, Mr. Walker’s great grandfather,
survived this kind of environment for nine years.
From then on, he “felt like a White man.” It was a
major adjustment when he finally returned home back
to the Indian culture. However, it enabled him to help
his family and grandparents make an easier adjust-
ment to this unfamiliar and unfriendly White culture.
As time goes by, Edward was able to serve our coun-
try and gain Military Honors by serving in the Viet
Nam war. He was awarded the status of Warrior by
his tribe which was greatly treasured. It was one of
the greatest achievements in Indian Society because it
honored courage and willingness to sacrifice for your
Nation and family.
There is much more to be covered and reported about
this compelling and heartrending book, but I’'m out of
space. It will be in the library by early October.
We have so much to learn. - Ann Pearson.

Mission Committee Moderator:
Keith Allen
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AGAPE FOR ALL Updates

Eighteen of us spent a wonderful day in South
Omabha in late August. The photos don’t do it
justice! We toured El Museo Laino and look
forward to returning when the remaining
renovations are completed. Sylvia Wells gave us an
insightful history of South Omaha’s immigrant
neighborhoods over the last couple of centuries,
weaving into it her personal experiences and her
love for the community. A tasty Mexican lunch at
Eldorado’s followed the tour and then we all had
fun exploring the huge pastry selection at the
International Bakery.

And now for our next learning opportunity! On
October 30th, Agape for All is planning one
more “road trip” before the snow flies. As usual,
we will find some good food along the way while
expanding our knowledge of Nebraska’s
Indigenous tribes. This road trip will take the entire
day, with one shorter option if you need to get back
sooner.

Leaving the church by 8:00, we will start at 9:00
with a delicious brunch at Master’s Hand in
Tekamabh. This is not part of a tribal reservation but
an interesting place to dine and shop. Around 10:30
we will journey 45 minutes north to drive through

SPIRIT OF
MISSION

Winnebago, getting a sense of the challenges on our
reservations and hopefully finding some
revitalization activity at the Ho-Chunk Village
Sculpture Garden. We are hoping weather will
permit us to study the sculptures and read about
each of the 12 Ho-Chunk Clans.

O

We will then take a very short drive to Walthill (on
the Omaha Tribal Reservation) where we will tour
the Susan La Flesche Picotte Center, converted
from the hospital where the remarkable Dr. Picotte
practiced. It is important to note that Picotte served
as a Presbyterian missionary to her people and the
hospital was funded primarily by the Presbyterian
Board of Homeland Missions ($8,000 of the
$10,000) it cost to build.

We will hope to find a snack, cup of coffee or cup
of tea along the way but encourage you to bring
some water and munchies just in case.

After that, those who wish can join us for a 20-
minute drive to Bancroft to spend an hour or so
touring the John G. Neihardt State Historic Site and
learn about his time spent with Black Elk on the
Pine Ridge Reservation in 1930.

It will be an hour and a half drive back to Omaha
and we hope to be back before 5:00.

We invite you to sign up online or at the
Information Desk. If you want to do some advance
reading for the trip, you might read about Dr. Susan
La Flesche Picotte in “A Warrior of the People” by
Joe Starita. “Black Elk Speaks” by John Neihardt
will also give you some wonderful information.
Both will be in our library

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Moore
at mooreomaha@yahoo.com.

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:
Linda Miller
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Next Cross Currents Deadline is:
Third Friday of the month

October 17, 2025

Sunday School is MOVING BACK INTO
CLASSROOMS 1-5

Construction is nearly complete. Fortunately, friends Christian Education and B&G will be hosting an

of Christian Education made funds available to make Open House once the project is completed and we
this project happen. There are newly drywalled rooms look forward to everyone visiting our newly renovat-
with fresh paint. The new ceiling also includes LED ~ ¢d Sunday SChOO} wing! Thank you to everyone who
lighting that works much like the Welcome Center has worked on this development.

lights automatically. Another exciting update is that
Wi-Fi works in this area, and new TVs are mounted
in each room to use with our curriculum. The cabinets
in classrooms 3 and 4 have been refurbished and look
brand new! The other rooms have new cabinets and
shelving units. The carpets have also been replaced.

JOIN US FOR

Soon the windows along the north side of the building
will be replaced as well as all the doors in the hall- suNDAY SCHOOL
way. Sundays at 10 a.m.

Preschool through High School

Cross Currents Church Office: For general church information/requests/inquiries, contact the

The Cross Currents is church office. Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us or phone: (402)333-7466
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