
 
 

Welcome to Worship  
 September 28, 2025 

9:00 and 11:10 in the Sanctuary 
 
 

Gathering in God’s Name 
 

Prelude                                Fantasy in G Major J.S. Bach       

As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship. 
 

Silent Meditation  

Hope is not dependent on peace in the land, justice in the world, and success in business.  Hope 

makes you see God’s guiding hand not only in the pleasant moments but also in the shadows…”       

- Henri Nouwen 
 

Call to Worship                based on Psalm 146  
Come! Praise the Lord!  

Praise God for the heavens and the earth and all that is in them!  

Come! Praise the Lord!  

Praise God who feeds the hungry and uplifts the downtrodden!  

Come! Praise the Lord!  

Praise God who gives sight to the blind and sets prisoners free!  

Come! Praise the Lord!  

The Lord will reign forever! Praise the Lord! 
 

Praise and Adoration 
 

*Hymn #816          If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee   WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

(*Please stand, if you are able)        
  

Confession and Pardon 
Call to Confession  

Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God, you call us to lives of service, but we confess that we ignore our neighbors in need 

right outside our door. You call us to share our abundance, but we confess that we choose our own 

comfort over generosity to others. You call us to build community, but we confess that we are too 

often gatekeepers, letting in only the ones that make us comfortable. Forgive us, Lord. Help us to be 

content with enough and inspire us to share what we have – our prosperity, our power and our love – 

until all your children have life and dignity in beloved community. Lord, hear our prayer, and the 

prayers of our hearts… 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 



Kyrie Eleison              Lord, Have Mercy                 Schubert 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*Congregational Response (#581)                   Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 
                              

Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism (9:00) 
John Philip Gibson, born March 5, 2025 

to parents Justin and Kate Gibson 
 

*Congregation Response:  With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome John Philip Gibson  

into Christ’s church to share with us in the one ministry of Christ, for we are all one in Him. 
 

*Hymn #485               We Know That Christ Is Raised         ENGELBERG 

 

Fellowship of Prayer 
Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Anthem Give Me Jesus (9:00)  Traditional Spiritual; arr. Moses Hogen 

 Christ Ever with Me (11:10) Michael Cox   



Proclamation of God’s Word 
 

Scripture Lesson                       Jeremiah 32: 1-15        page 643 of the pew Bible

             

Sermon                                    “Risky Business”                              Rev. Dr. Mike Elliott

     

Our Response to God’s Word 
*Affirmation of Faith   The Confession of 1967, 9.15  
 

God ’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to 

God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by 

showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving 

sinful men and women.  The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the 

Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God’s love.  

 

*Sanctus (#562)             Holy, Holy, Holy SANCTUS (Schubert) 

 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory          Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated Mark Hayes  

 How Can I Keep from Singing? Arr. Taylor Davis 

 

*Doxology (#607)                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication     

All that we have is a gift from you. Lord, bless these gifts and inspire us to use them in ways that 

transform and enliven your people. May they be a blessing to those who need them most. Amen. 

 



*Hymn #772                   Live into Hope              TRURO 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Benediction Response (9:00)                      Go Now In Peace                 Don Besig 

Choral Benediction (11:10) Christ Be with Me K. Lee Scott 
 

Postlude   O Sing to the Lord Jeffrey Blersch          

   
Serving in Ministry Today 

Music 9:00 Thomas Stoysich, baritone; Kristi Treu, piano; Mark Kanitz, organ 

 11:10 Alleluia Singers; Dave Gardner, oboe; Emelia Weaver, violin; Mark Kanitz, organ 

    

Childcare Ministry Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster 

 

Ushers 9:00 Tim Graumann, Captain; Brenda Braumann, Mike Shannon, Sherryl Shannon, Doug Rathman 

 11:10 Tim Goodman, Captain; Kris Goodman, Alta Empkey, Zach Metzger 

 

Greeters 9:00  North Door: Bev & Rob Koch    Welcome Center Door: Doug Larson  

 11:10  North Door: Kris & Tim Goodman    Welcome Center Door: Charles & Ruth Madison 

  

Information Center 9:00  Mary Ann Pederson   11:10  Pam Swenson 

  

Coffee Host Toni Craig  

Staff 

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min.  Pastor, Head of Staff   marshall@pcoc.us 

Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us 

Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts   kristi@pcoc.us 

Heather Berry  Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us 

Rock Sumner  Business Administrator     rock@pcoc.us 

Annika Shaw  Office Administrator, Community Engagement         churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Christian Fritz       Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us  

Mark Kanitz  Organist   mark@pcoc.us 

Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min.  Pastor Emeritus 
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1517 S. 114th Street – Omaha, NE 68144-1799 
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Announcements 
For the week of September 28, 2025 
 

 
 

 

Joys & Concerns 

The chancel flowers this morning are given by the Hartman 

School Friends in honor of Skip Decker’s 92nd birthday and also 

by Nancy Kohler & Susan Price in loving memory of loving 

husband and father, Roger Kohler. 
 

Guest Preacher Today  

Today we welcome back to our pulpit the Rev. Dr. Mike Elliott.  

Mike writes, “I am a native of NYC/Long Island and was a 

research chemist as a first career.  I was ordained in 1998 and 

have served churches in Western Pennsylvania, New Mexico, and 

finally at First Pres in Bellevue.  I retired from active ministry in 

October of 2024.  I remain active on the Property and Finance 

committee and Building Sale Task Force in our Missouri River 

Valley Presbytery.  My wife is a native of Western Pennsylvania 

and just retired from Omaha Public Schools where she taught 

Chemistry. Our daughter lives and works in the DC area.   We 

will be moving to Charles Town, WV this Fall to be closer to our 

family.  We currently reside in Plattsmouth with our incredibly 

spoiled and pampered black cat named Mo.”   

 

PCOC Red Cross Blood Drive is today from 9am – 2pm. 

While many have signed up online, 

walk-ins are also being accepted.   

Come to the lower-level Great Room.   

 

 

Coming in October! 
 

Vesper Concerts’ Annual Outdoor Concert 

is next Sunday, October 5, at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Join us for a concert featuring The Wildwoods from the heart of 

Lincoln, Nebraska. The Wildwoods 

have grown into a folk/Americana trio rooted in rich harmonies and heartfelt 

storytelling. Formed by husband-and-wife duo Noah (guitar) and Chloe Gose 

(violin), and joined by longtime friend and bassist Andrew Vaggalis, the band crafts 

songs that feel both intimate and expansive—tales of home, hope, and the open 

road.  Bring your appetite and your lawn chairs! Food will be available for purchase 

beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Street Eats food truck. 

The Week at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, September 28 

9-2 Deacons’ Blood Drive 

9:00 Worship 

10:00 Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School 

11:10 Worship 

 

Monday, September 29 

9:00 Music and Movement 

10:00 Tai Chi 

11:00 Music and Movement 

 

Tuesday, September 30 

7:00 Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 Staff Meeting 

1:00 Tuesday Bible Study 

1:30 Active Minds 

 

Wednesday, October 1 

5:15 Children’s / Credo Choir 

5:50 Chamber Choir 

6:00 Cornerstone Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study & Adult Education 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

6:50 Alleluia Singers 

 

Thursday, October 2 

9:00 Music and Movement 

9:30 Presbyterian Women Bible Study 

10:00 Tai Chi 

11:00 Music and Movement 

 

Sunday, October 5 – World Communion Sunday 

9:00 Worship with Communion 

10:00 Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School 

11:10 Worship with Communion 

4:30 Vesper Concert featuring The Wildwoods 

 

Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.  

Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m. 

Office Hours: 9:00 to 4:30 Monday-Friday 
 



Active Minds will be playing Pinochle in October.   We have very patient teachers if this is a new game for 

you.  Friends are welcome.  Join us any Tuesday, anytime from 1:30-4:00 pm.  Lower Level, Great Room. 
 

Presbyterian Women Meet on October 2  

We have welcomed Autumn at the Presbyterian Women’s Circle.  On Thursday, October 2nd we 

meet at 9:30 am in the Courtyard room. Our Bible study continues from “Images of the Spirit” by 

Dale & Sandy Larsen.  Lesson 2 will be lead by Betsy Conway and is titled “Water”.  This study of 

the Holy Spirit comes from John 4:7-14 and John 7:37-39. All church women are invited to join us 

in our informal discussion. Please contact Cindy Nisley if you have any questions. 

 

49ERS on Tuesday, October 7 

Our speaker for October will be Walt Duda. Walt writes, "I was introduced to the book,  

College, in the 1960's.  My fascination with the book led me to become a longtime member 

of the John G. Neihardt Foundation.  I plan to talk about how John Neihardt and Nicholas 

Black Elk met and how their unlikely meeting produced a masterpiece of spiritual literature 

that remains in print nearly 100 years after their meeting."  The lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, 

at 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  We will order 

from a special menu.  For reservations or questions, please contact Mary Ott or Judy Sundberg.  We also have a 

sign-up sheet at the Information Center 
 

Friday Night Gourmets on Friday, October 10 

Friday Night Gourmets will meet on October 10 at Jericho’s. We will order off a shortened menu (see sign up 

book) but have lots of choices. If you have questions, please contact Charlene Meyer. Hosted by Lloyd Meyer, 

Charlene Meyer, Mary Reid, and Butch Michaels. 
 

Presbyterian Men Breakfast 

On Saturday, October 11 at 9:00 am, PCOC men are invited to attend a continental breakfast and program in the 

Welcome Center featuring Dr. Jeff Delaney.  He will speak about his passion, “Operation Hippocrates.”  Every 

year a group of doctors, nurses and volunteers from Children’s Hospital go to Belize to examine and treat 

children with heart conditions.  If the case is repairable, the child is brought to Omaha and surgery is 

performed.  Many are assisted in country and others are saved by surgery in Omaha.  Leroy Swedlund, one of 

our own, and Dr. Jeff Delaney, have gone annually for three decades to perform this mission.  Please sign-up to 

attend this fabulous presentation at the Information Desk by Sunday, October 5.  Invite someone to attend with 

you.  Contact Jon Boomgaarden with questions. 
 

2nd Grade Bibles on October 12 

On Sunday, October 12 at 11:10, our second graders will receive their Deep Blue Kids Bible. We hope 

you will join us in celebrating that morning. If you are the parent of a second grader and did not 

receive a letter in the mail from Heather, please contact her.  
 

GALS at the Zoo on October 12 

Join GALS for an afternoon of discovery at the zoo on Sunday, October 12 at 1:00 pm!  

Our adventure will be led by experienced docents who bring the animals and exhibits to 

life with fascinating stories and insider knowledge. They will show us the Aquarium, 

Jungle, and Desert Dome. Admission is free for Zoo Members, and non-members may 

pay up to $26.95 (we’re still exploring a possible discount!). Don’t miss this chance to 

enjoy wildlife, learning, and community together. Sign up online. Call Staci Voss with 

any questions. 
 

 

 



Siena Francis House Servers Needed for Sunday, October 12 from 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of every month at Siena Francis House. We need 

at least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time to this mission. Questions? Contact 

Keith Allen.  Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up page. We’ve made it easy to 

sign up to serve at Siena Francis House.  

 

New Member Discussion is Sunday, October 19. 

If you are interested in joining the church, please attend our next New 

Member Discussion, at noon following worship on Sunday, October 19 

in the Welcome Center. The discussion will last about an hour and a 

light lunch will be served. Sign up online or call the church office. 

 

GO SOLO Events  

Our GO SOLO group have set up a few events to participate in for the month of October. Feel free to join whether 

you are by yourself, or with a partner, or even just want to meet other likeminded folks in our church! Each month 

will be updated with a variety of events to check out, so be sure to keep checking for more information online on 

upcoming group activities.  

  

Next Sunday, October 5, at 3:00 p.m., the Presbytery of Missouri River Valley invites everyone to First 

Presbyterian Church, Omaha as they install their new pastor, Rev. Brianne Christiansen!  

 

Fall Adult Education on Sunday Mornings 
 

Finding God in the Abyss - The Holocaust, led by Cindy Sloan – meets in Room 15 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. - September 14 – November 2 

Where was God? This question is still asked today. Many Jews lost their faith in God during and after the 

Holocaust. Many found God amidst their incomprehensible suffering. Why were Christians silent? Irving 

Greenberg offers a ‘working principle’ as a why Jews and Christians should reflect upon the meaning of the 

Holocaust.  We will examine Rabbi Irving Greenberg’s and Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks answers and writings 

about God after the Holocaust. We will also discuss Holocaust survivors' theological responses to the Holocaust 

(Elie Wiesel Primo Levi and Victor Frankl).  Besides readings we will also view interviews on Weisel, Frankl, 

and Sacks. The subject matter is enormous, but we will make a dent and open our minds.  
 

“Are you saved or are you Presbyterian?” led by Keith Allen – meets in the Welcome Center 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. - September 7, 14, 28 & October 5, 12, 19, 26 

Are you saved, or are you Presbyterian? Find out which, by joining us on Sunday mornings this fall for 7 weeks 

of discussion and study about what Presbyterian's believe about everything from salvation and baptism to 

heaven and hell, to predestination and rapture, to worship and grace. If you are a long time Presbyterian and 

think you couldn't possibly attend because you are supposed to know all this stuff, rest assured I have taught 

this 3 times before and am STILL learning. Be there or be square. 

 

The Tuesday Bible Studies have Resumed in the Welcome Center.    

Both the 7:00 am (men’s) and 1:00 pm (everyone) Bible Studies have restarted.  This 

fall, both groups are studying the book of Jeremiah, which recounts the role of 

Jeremiah as God’s spokesperson in the years preceding and immediately following 

the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 587BC.  Jeremiah spoke both of God’s judgment 

and restoration, focusing on the relationship between God and God’s people.   Attending the study is easy - no 

preparation is required and no prior experience in a Bible Study is needed.  Just bring your favorite Bible and 

join the class for an hour of study and discussion together. 



Wednesday Night Cornerstone Has Resumed 
Choose from two adult education classes, Credo and Children’s Choir, children’s education classes, and of 

course, a delicious dinner! You don’t have to attend dinner to participate in education or choir, but I don’t see 

why you wouldn’t!  

 

Choir 

5:15 – 6:00 PM  Children’s Choir (1st - 5th grade)         

5:15 – 5:50 PM  Credo Choir (6th – 12th grade)  
  

Dinner is served between 6:00 – 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
 

5:50 – 6:45 PM  Chamber Singers                  

6:50 – 8:20 PM  Alleluia Singers 

 

A New Opportunity for Youth Singers  

New this fall: Credo Choir will include singers in grades 6-12! We’ll rehearse Wednesdays 

during Cornerstone from 5:15 to 5:50 in the Choir Room and sing for worship several times 

during the school year. I hope many of our youth singers will take advantage of this 

opportunity to help lead and enhance our worship!                

 

Children’s Bible Study 

6:30 – 7:15 PM  Preschool – 7th grade       

6:30 – 7:30 PM  Confirmation Class for 8th grade led by Dr. Zieman                                           

 

Cornerstone Adult Education:                        

What Do You Believe? - An Introductory Theological Survey, led by Pastor Josh Garry (class resumes Oct 1) 

Wednesdays during Cornerstone from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  - September 10, October 1 – November 12 

Every Sunday we recite together a theological response in the form of an Affirmation of Faith from our Book of 

Confessions. Often times the Silent Meditation at the beginning of our service bulletin has a quote from a 

theologian. Sometimes a theologian will be mentioned in a sermon. Every once in a blue moon you may hear 

the words, Book of Order, uttered in a theological context within the church halls (and on the rarest of occasions, 

perhaps even from the pulpit). All of these things are clearly grounded in some form of theological perspective 

– perspectives that are intended to draw us near to God – but what the heck is theology anyway, and what are 

we really saying when we answer the question, what do you believe, on Sunday. Come find out. 

You do not need to attend dinner to attend class, but please register for class. 

 

The Gospel of Luke: Good News for All (The Kerygma Program), led by Dr. Kirk Ryckman 

Wednesdays during Cornerstone from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  September 10 – November 12 

Luke's Gospel is uniquely inclusive, involving all people. Good News is for the outcast and the establishment, 

for the religious and those searching. Luke speaks to women, to men, to the strong and healthy, to the weak and 

dispossessed. Its relevance today inspires faith, spirituality and action. Join us on Wednesdays to learn more. You 

do not need to attend dinner to attend class, but please register for class. 
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