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November Activities Lead the Way to Advent! 
 

We have many activities and mission opportunities available to put our Love into 
Action this season. Check out some of the opportunities available below if there 
is anything you can commit some time to this Advent season! 
 

Remembrance Service Sunday, November 2, at 4:00 p.m.   
Our church’s Cross Care Connections program is reaching out to 
members and families to come and remember your loved one during 
our annual afternoon service in our Sanctuary. You are invited to 
stay after the service for continued fellowship at a reception in the 
Welcome Center.  

 

Vesper Concert November 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
Violinist Cristian Fatu returns to Vesper Concerts, this time 
alongside collaborative pianist Lolita Lisovskaya-Sayevich. 
Together, they will present a violin and piano odyssey 
called “Echoes of Eternity” with works by Beethoven, 
César Franck, Weinberg, Williams, and Bach. You can find 
more information on page 6. 
 

Fall Clean Up Saturday, November 8, from 9 am to Noon  
All members are invited and welcome to participate! Bring your 
garden gloves, pruners, rakes, shovels, and trash barrels! If you 
have a chainsaw that would be helpful this year as well. 
TREATS, juice and coffee will be available for fellowship.  

 

Mission Presentation Sunday, November 9, at 10 am 
Join us as our mission teams from Moldova and Bosnia/Serbia share their stories 
from their international travels in Fellowship Hall! 
 
‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser November 16, after 11:10 Worship 
You don’t want to miss this SHF fundraiser! This event has been a tradition at 
PCOC for many years. It is one part lunch fundraiser for our youth, one part 
quality time with your family, and one part showing our shut-in members that we 
are thinking of them during this holiday season. Find more information on page 
5. 
 

Hanging of the Greens on Saturday,  November 29, at 10:00 a.m. 
All are invited to help us decorate the Sanctuary at the Hanging 
of the Greens. Our Sanctuary is such a beautiful place during the 
Advent and Christmas season. It takes many hands to make it 
that way, and we hope you can help us! We’ll hang evergreen 
garlands and bows and decorate trees on  November 29 at 10:00 

a.m. Festive music for the season and sweet treats will make for a fun morning. 
All ages are welcome!  
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Recommend Candidates for PCOC 
Leadership  

 
November is the time of year when the PCOC Nom- 
inating Committee asks for your help in identifying 
candidates for positions opening in 2026 for Elder 
and Deacon.  The committee is searching for indi-
viduals who have demonstrated gifts for leadership 
and a commitment to the life and ministry of our 
congregation. You can nominate someone by filling 
out a form online or at the Information Desk in the 
Welcome Center.   
 
The belief that the people of God are called to be 
leaders is at the heart of the Presbyterian way. In our 
form of government, church members choose lead-
ers to represent them. Thus, each year we encourage 
members of the congregation to recommend leader-
ship candidates or volunteer to be considered them-
selves.  
 
As part of the recommendation process, each fall the 
Nominating Committee asks that you give prayerful 
thought to those individuals - including yourself - 
that you feel have demonstrated gifts for leadership 
and a commitment to the life and ministry of this 
congregation.  Please recommend those whom you 
believe will be committed and impactful in serving 
in the offices of Elder or Deacon.   
 
Those elected to the office of Elder comprise the 
Session, which is the governing body of the church.  
They provide oversight for our wide-ranging and 
growing church programs. Dr. Zieman serves as the 
Moderator of the Session.  Ruling elders are so 
named because “they are chosen by the congrega-
tion to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word 
of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and 
life.” The Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of Or-
der advises congregations to “elect persons of wis-
dom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated 
skills in leadership and being compassionate in spir-
it.” 
 
The Session is responsible for providing for worship 
and the administration of the Sacraments: Baptism 
and Communion; receiving new members; leading 
the congregation in mission; providing for educa-
tional ministry, pastoral care, and fellowship oppor-
tunities; and stewardship. 
Responsibilities include: attend monthly Session 
meetings, lead or serve on one or more Session com-
mittees, participate in serving Communion on desig-

nated Sundays.  Each year 8 elders are elected to 
serve a 3-year term of service.  
 
Deacons are the caregivers of the congregation and 
are sometimes referred to as “the heart of the 
church.”  “The office of deacon as set forth in Scrip-
ture is one of sympathy, witness, and service after 
the example of Jesus Christ… It is the duty of dea-
cons, first of all, to minister to those who are in 
need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who 
may be in distress both within and beyond the com-
munity of faith” (Presbyterian Church (USA) Book 
of Order, G-2). 
Responsibilities include:  attend monthly board 
meetings, serve on some of the deacon sub-groups 
including the annual Advent Dinner.  Each year 8 
deacons are elected to serve a 3-year term of service. 
 
Please help our Nominating Committee to discern 
who our new Elders and Deacons will be!   
 
 

Your pastor and friend,   
 Marshall Zieman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday Bible Studies  

 

The Tuesday Bible Studies have embarked on a 
study of the Old Testament book of Jeremiah.  Bring 
your favorite Bible and come join us at either 7am 
(men) or 1pm (everybody).   
 
 

In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 
Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
Judy Arms  

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR  

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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A Time of Great Thanks 
 
Well. It’s November. And that means 
Thanksgiving. Unfortunately for me, I love 
Thanksgiving. I say “unfortunately” in a rather 
tongue-in-cheek way because one of my great 
laments as it concerns American culture continues 
to be the evaporation of Thanksgiving’s place in 
our social and national consciousness. There was a 
time when I was growing up, or rather throughout 
my entire childhood, when my family would go to 
our local Target or Walmart and there would be all 
sorts of knick-knacks and decorations abounding 
throughout the store. There would be things around 
town to celebrate the occasion. It wasn’t just 
walking into the grocery store and finding a pile of 
turkeys for sale in a freezer… there were fun 
festive things all over the place (as an aside, just to 
be clear, I’m not bemoaning the absence of 
commercialism, just the absence of anything 
representative, tangible, or demonstrative in the 
way described above). 
 
These days I go to the store and I can’t help but 
notice we go right from Halloween and right into 
Christmas. And even that isn’t a chronologically 
appropriate transition – I was walking through the 
store during the third week of October and I saw 
the “Joy” Christmas Oreos already neatly placed 
about on an endcap. What’s the deal with that? 
 
We are the richest nation in the history of the 
world. Why does it seem like we are distancing 
ourselves further and further from a holiday of 
thanks that has not only been integral to our 
national identity but also one so tightly in line with 
traditional Christian values? I’m not sure. But at 
least we still have the tradition of getting together 
with the family to have turkey and watch football. 
And the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. At least 
those national traditions seems safe. 
 
And at least we still have our individual family 
traditions. My favorite growing up was that after 
dinner every single one of us would go around the 
table and say one thing we’re thankful for. 
Sometimes it would be profoundly meaningful: 
“I’m thankful to know that no matter what happens 
to me, my family will accept me, love me, and 
provide a safety net for me.” Sometimes it would 
be profound in a different way: “I’m just super 
thankful that McDonald’s brought the McRib 

back.” I’m aware that many families do this, but I 
feel like it’s important to name it. 
 
As I meditated on our American culture and my 
memories of “thanks,” of going around the table 
thanking God for the wonderful things in our lives, 
I kept thinking of how it should inform my article 
for Cross Currents this month. I kept trying to think 
of a particular Bible verse that captured what it 
meant to be “thankful:” a story that captured the 
way I feel at my family’s Thanksgiving table, or 
the best example of someone in the Bible being 
profoundly thankful to God. And then I realized, 
the most powerful vision or example of thanks in 
the Bible, isn’t necessarily one story or another – 
it’s God’s relationship with us throughout the 
whole Bible. 
 
What I mean is that start to finish, the Bible is an 
amazing story of how God never gives up on us no 
matter what… no matter what happens; God breaks 
into our lives again and again, gives us chance after 
chance, and never stops loving us no matter what 
we do. That God loved us so much that he gave us 
his only begotten Son to redeem us, shows us just 
how loyal God is to us. So as we go throughout this 
November, time and again, let us consider and give 
thanks to God for never giving up on us. I can’t 
think of anything I should be more thankful 
about… 

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way 
to serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
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The View from My Office  
 

NOVEMBER’s SPOTLIGHT 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 
Is it really month 11 already? WOW, thanks to 
everyone who has joined in reading their Bible 
during the year. The finish line is in sight. 
 
This month, we will cover a good deal of ground in 
our year with the Bible. The New Testament 
readings include several small books call the 
“general epistles.” Although they are written by 
different authors and are addressed to people in 
divergent situations, they should be relatively 
familiar and easy to follow. That’s good, because 
the Old Testament readings may make you feel as 
if you are going around in circles. 
 
In the Old Testament, we will be reading Ezekiel 
and Daniel. Ezekiel is a curious figure whose 
tendency to speak in symbolic language makes his 
prophetic work seem strange and complicated. He 
lived through the most devastating event in Israel’s 
history: the conquest of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonian Empire. He himself had already been 
taken to Babylon with an earlier group of exiles 
and in the years just preceding the calamity, he was 
called to prophesy impending doom. Ezekiel, like 
Jeremiah, was announcing that divine judgement 
was both imminent and inevitable. 
 
The first portion of the book offers prophecies 
related to the coming judgement of Jerusalem. 
Finally, towards the end, the book speaks about 
future restorations for God’s people and a renewed 
temple. 
 
Daniel is an interesting book. You may remember 
the stories of Daniel and his friends from your 
Sunday School lessons. The rest of the book, 
though, with its enigmatic imagery and psychedelic 
visions, might keep you awake at night. Actually, it 
should do the opposite, because the primary 
message of the visions is that God is sovereign.  
 
The material in the New Testament is much easier 
to follow. James, 1 Peter, and 1 John are the most 
significant of the seven letters we will be reading. 
As you will observe, the letters differ markedly in 
style and tone, and they emphasize different 
themes. All the letters intend to bolster the faith of 

their readers and encourage them to live exemplary 
Christian lives. I wonder what any of these writers 
might say if they were speaking to our 
congregation today. 
 
As you read this month, look for a few verses, 
passages, or thoughts that especially speak to you.  

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray   

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

BUSINESS UPDATES  

NOV. Scripture Reading 

1 Ezekiel 2,3 / Psalm 119:97-120 

2 Ezekiel 4, 5 / James 1 

3 Ezekiel 6, 7 / James 2 

4 Ezekiel 8, 9 / Psalm 119:121-144 

5 Ezekiel 10, 11 / James 3 

6 Ezekiel 12, 13 / James 4 

7 Ezekiel 14, 15 / James 5 

8 Ezekiel 16, 17 / Psalm 119:145-176 

9 Ezekiel 18, 19 / Peter 1 

10 Ezekiel 20, 21 / 1 Peter 2 

11 Ezekiel 22, 23 / Psalms 120, 121, 122 

12 Ezekiel 24, 25 / 1 Peter 3 

13 Ezekiel 26, 27 / 1 Peter 4 

14 Ezekiel 28, 29 / 1 Peter 5 

15 Ezekiel 30, 31 / Psalms 123, 124, 125 

16 Ezekiel 32, 33 / 2 Peter 1 

17 Ezekiel 34, 35 / 2 Peter 2 

18 Ezekiel 36, 37 / Psalms 126, 127, 128 

19 Ezekiel 38, 39 / 2 Peter 3 

20 Ezekiel 40, 41 / 1 John 1 

21 Ezekiel 42, 43 / 1 John 2 

22 Ezekiel 44, 45 / Psalms 129, 130, 131 

23 Ezekiel 46, 47 / 1 John 3 

24 Ezekiel 48 /1 John 4 

25 Daniel 1, 2, 3 / Psalms 132, 133, 134 

26 Daniel 4, 5 / 1 John 5 

27 Daniel 6, 7 / 2 John 1 

28 Daniel 8, 9 / 3 John 1 

29 Daniel 10, 11, 12 / Psalms 135, 136 

30 Hosea 1, 2 / Jude 
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‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser 
Lunch November 16 

 

This event has been a tradition at PCOC for many 
years! It is one part lunch fundraiser for our youth, 
one part quality time with your family, and one part 
showing our shut-in members that we are thinking 
of them during this holiday season. If you can only 
stay for lunch, crafting to-go kits will be available. 
Join us for this fundraiser and family 
friendly crafts to welcome in the holiday 
season! Register online by November 1 so 
we can plan for food and supplies.  

       
 

Shut In Craft 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Family Crafts 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant  
 

The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be on  
Sunday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m. All 
children (preschool – 5th grade) will 
be wearing costumes and singing! 
Junior and senior high kids will help 
with the set. Confirmands will read 
Bible verses.  
 

There are mandatory rehearsals:  
 

• Wednesday, December 3 from 6 – 7 p.m. 
• Saturday, December 6 from 2 – 4 p.m. 
• Sunday, December 7 from 10 – 11 a.m. 
 
If your child would like to  
participate in the pageant, 
please register by November 1: 
 

 

Join us for an Advent Study 
Names for the Messiah  

 

The class will be led by Laura Duncan on Sundays 
at 10:00 a.m. on November 23, 30, Dec 7, and 14.  
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using 
four royal titles – Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 
Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how 
the people understood it then, how Jesus did or did 
not fulfil the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus 
as representative of that title. Please join us! 
Register online.  
 

A Simple Christmas: How the Amish 
Celebrate the Beauty of the Lord 

 

The presentation will be given by Charlotte Hub-
bard on Sunday, December 28 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Courtyard Room in the Welcome Center.  
Note: there is one worship service at 11:10 a.m., 
with no coffee fellowship hour, this Sunday.  
For more than ten years, novelist Charlotte Hubbard 
researched and wrote about the Old Order Amish in 
Missouri. The 30 novels that resulted gave her a 
deep respect for their simpler lifestyle and the way 
the Amish live their faith in God every day – which 
invited a rethinking of her own personal faith. Over 
the course of her adult life she has lived in 5 mid-
western states and has sold nearly 60 novels, several 
related novellas, and 70 stories to confession maga-
zines. Before that, she was a school librarian.  

Please join us! Register online.  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS  

Important Dates to Remember 
November 1 Deadline to register for the 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
November 16 ‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser, 

Noon 
December 7 Children’s Christmas Pageant, 5 p.m.  
December 10 Confirmation Christmas Party, 6 p.m.  
December 14 Sunday Schools Ends  

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, Lisa 
Luke, and Piper Smith 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Cont.  

 

A Friday Evening Vesper Concert on  
November 7 at 7:00 in the Sanctuary 

 

Violinist Cristian Fatu re-
turns to Vesper Concerts, 
this time alongside collabo-
rative pianist Lolita Li-
sovskaya-Sayevich. Cristian 
Fatu has played on the stage 

of Carnegie Hall and in iconic Hollywood studios. His 
extraordinary talent has been recognized through more 
than twenty-five national and international competi-
tions. Lolita Lisovskaya-Sayevich has won first place 
in many prestigious international competitions and 
has played as a soloist with orchestras across Europe.  
Together, they will present a violin and piano odyssey 
called “Echoes of Eternity” with works by Beethoven, 
César Franck, Weinberg, Williams, and Bach. The 
concert takes place on Friday evening, November 7, at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

It’s Time to Order  
Christmas Poinsettias  

 

The sanctuary is so beautiful dur-
ing the Advent and Christmas sea-
sons, especially with the addition 
of the many poinsettias purchased 
by church members. This year, 
orders are due by Friday, November 7, and will arrive 
in time for the 3rd Sunday of Advent on December 

14. Order forms can be found at the Information Desk 
or online and will be mailed with this issue 
of Cross Currents. The cost for each poinset-
tia plant is $17. Please make checks payable 
to Presbyterian Church of the Cross.  
 

Hanging of the Greens on  
November 29  

 
All are invited to help us 
decorate the Sanctuary at 
the Hanging of the 
Greens. It takes many 
hands to prepare the 
building for Advent and Christmas, and we hope you 
can help us! We’ll hang evergreen garlands and bows 
and decorate trees on the morning of November 29 at 
10:00 a.m. Festive music for the season 
and sweet treats will make for a fun morn-
ing. All ages are welcome! Please sign up 
online so we know how many to expect. 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Don Metzger  

MUSIC NOTES  

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

 

Preschoolers – We want YOU!  
 

The Preschool Sunday School Class for three-, four-, 
and five-year-olds that haven’t attended Kindergarten 
meets in Room 7 on Sundays, at 10:00 a.m. Anna 
Flairty and Libby Whitlow love teaching this age 
group and invite your children and grandchildren to 
join them. The PCUSA curriculum, Growing in Grace 
and Gratitude, is so much fun and the perfect intro-
duction to learning about God’s love. No need to reg-
ister ahead of time, just drop in. If you have any ques-
tions, please let Heather know.  
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS Cont.  

Active Minds in November 
 

Active Minds will be teaching and playing 
Mahjongg for all of November and the first 
2 weeks of December.  Please signup for 
this game, so we have enough game sets 
and cards for all to play.  You may signup 
online or in the binder at the information 
desk.. Register Here: 
 

 

PCOC Book Group  
on November 19 

 

PCOC Book Group will meet 
November 19 in The Courtyard 
Room from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to 
review The Heaven and Earth 
Grocery Store by James 
McBride. All readers are 

welcome! Questions? Contact Charlotte Hubbard. 
 

Heartland Hope Mission  
November 7  

 

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry 
schedule to distribute grocery and hygiene items to 
the clients they serve has changed from Saturdays 
from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm to Fridays from 12:30 - 3 
pm. HHM decided that they needed a weekday 
instead of a weekend day to serve clients. If you 
would like to volunteer to stock the pantry on 
Saturday morning at the West O location, you may 
volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All volunteer 
opportunities at HHM are for both the South and 
West Omaha locations. 
 

Please contact John Bennett if you are  interested in 
volunteering or have any questions. Thank you for 
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission. 
 

49ers on November 4  
 

Our speaker for November will 
be our PCOC Associate Minister, 
Rev. Josh Garry.  Presbyterian 
Church of the Cross has many 
opportunities/groups for 
members to be involved in, 
depending upon their interests.  Rev, Garry will be a 
fountain of information regarding these groups.  

There will be time for questions and answers as 
individuals have expressed an interest in having 
Rev. Garry also tell us about his journey and 
background on how he has now come to 
Presbyterian Church of the Cross. The lunch 
location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 11:30 
a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not you are 
49, younger or older, come join us!  We will order 
from a special menu.  For reservations or questions, 
please contact Mary Ott, or Judy Sundberg.  We also 
have a sign-up sheet at the Information Center.    
 

Friday Night Gourmets  
November 14 

 

Friday Night Gourmets will meet 
November 14 at Farmer Brown’s in 
Waterloo (2620 River Rd. Dr., 402-
779-2353). We will be ordering off 
their Party Menu. Cocktails at 6:30 
pm, Dinner at 7:00 pm. Hosts : 
Owen/Karen Saunders and Nancy 
Koehler/Susan Price. Sign-up sheet located at 
Information Desk–Please sign up by Sunday, 
November 9. For more information call our Hosts. 
Please join us–everyone is welcome  
 

Presbyterian Women November 6 
 

It’s Thanksgiving Season.  
Presbyterian Women are preparing 
for our Bible study on Thursday, 
November 6 at 9:30 am in Room 
15.  This month our 3rd Lesson 
from “Images of the Spirit” by Dale 
& Sandy Larsen is titled “Fire.”  
Diane Kratz looks at how the Holy 
Spirit comes to us in Acts 2: 1-4, 14
-18. We are grateful to have this opportunity for 
informal Bible discussion with PCOC church 
women. We encourage you to join us. If you have 
any questions, please contact Cindy Nisley. 

 

Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays   
 

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in 
the Great Room.  
Summer schedule is Junne 16 through August. 
One Class at 9:00 am. 
Coordinator: Betty Baddley  
 

Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and 
movement! Drop in if you’d like to attend a class.  
Coordinator: Paula Allen  
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Mission Committee Moderator:  
Keith Allen  

Christmas Giving and Volunteer 

Opportunities with Heartland Hope 

Mission  

Our Mission Committee, along with our mission 

partner for more than 16 years, Heartland Hope 

Mission, have provided several opportunities for 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross members to help 

local families in need, this upcoming Christmas 

season.  

 First, for Heartland Hope Mission’s annual 

Hope-Filled Christmas celebration, we have our 

traditional Giving Tree that will be located in the 

Narthex. There will be green and red paper angels 

on the tree with gift suggestions for boys and girls 

between the ages of 11 – 14 years old. Please take 

an angel from the tree, shop for a gift, and bring it 

back, unwrapped, to the church by Sunday, Dec. 

7th. These gifts will be delivered to HHM and will 

be available for parents to select for their children 

at one of many December HHM Hope Filled 

Christmas events. 

 A second option to support Heartland Hope 

Mission’s Christmas event is to adopt a local 

family in need and provide gifts for their children. 

If you choose this option, you may sign-up on 

HHMs website at heartlandhopemission.org.  A 

final option is to provide a monetary donation to 

HHM through their website or our church offering. 

 If you would like to volunteer to help sort 

gifts, set-up gift tables, or assist parents select gifts 

for their children at one of the Christmas events 

please sign-up online on the HHM website. 

Approximately 1,500 volunteers are needed. Over 

5,000 local children will be provided with gifts 

who otherwise would likely not receive anything 

for Christmas. 

 A third option for giving this coming 

Christmas season will be located in the lobby 

outside of the church offices at a table with a 

beautiful hand-made wooden tree placed on top of 

it. Envelopes will be provided to donate to your 

choice of other PCOC Mission Partners that we 

support.  

 Finally, there are also opportunities to 

volunteer by assisting with HHM’s weekly pantry 

distribution. There are a variety of tasks to choose 

from and no experience required. It’s a great way 

to directly help your neighbors in need and offer 

them hope and encouragement.  

 I would also like to thank the congregation 

for your continuing support of the HHM pantry 

collection at our church every 3rd Sunday of the 

month for your donations and for volunteering 

throughout the year at Heartland Hope Mission. 

Thank you, Happy Thanksgiving and Merry 
Christmas!  
John Bennett – Mission Committee 

 

GALS Annual Cookie Exchange 
December 6 

Please join GALS for a cookie and candy exchange 

fellowship from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the Welcome 
Center at church. In addition to having fun, you'll 
leave the event with a variety of cookies and 
candies to grace your Christmas treat platters. Sign 

up to come as well as more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY  
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11/1  Joshua Bumsted, Sandy Simpson,  
 Lowell Benson 
11/2  Charlie Darling, Greg Hanson,  
 Lyle Meester  
11/3  Jameson Huff, Chad Justice, Earlene Uhrig 
11/4  Anna Flairty, Kim Petersen  
11/5  Neal Hubbard  
11/7  Liam Frampton, Ruth Madison  
11/8  Corey Prideaux, Pam Swenson  
11/9  Carla Fritz, McKenzie Johnson  
11/10  Jane Hawkins, Ethan Lindsey, Kathy Jerry  
11/11  Paula Allen, Harper Ellis,  
 Dorothy McIntyre, Karen Smith  
11/12  Fred Henry, Margaret Knight,  
 Ashley Sherlock, Rylee Spencer  
11/13  Sandi Stuckey  
11/14  Jim DePooter, Beth McGrath, Garrett Voss 
11/16  Betty Mack, Trudy Meyer, Brad Miner  
11/17  Doug Buchanan, Rob Koch, Bob Mooney, 
 Nancy Quine  
11/18  Jean Cambridge, Agustina Lopez,  
 Linda Madison, Evan McFadden  
11/19  Kate Trapp, Dan Innes  
11/20  Colton Hansen Holdren, Angela Holdren, 
 Mark Traynowicz  
11/21  Lance deStwolinski, Sarah Grady,  
 Natalie Piotrowski, Tammy Wright  
11/22  Mimi Bauer, Bob Hansen, Judy Thomas 
11/23  Chet Thompson  
11/24  Rod Adams, Sophina Kebeh  
11/25  Liam Kort  
11/26  Nickie Quartoroli  
11/28  Sharon Jelinek, Carter Kahler 
11/29  Ginny Redden, Bryant Schiessler 
11/30  Jayne Frederickson  

 
Personal Hygiene Packing Event with 

our Youth  
 

Do On Sunday, September 28, the PCOC Senior 
High Group gathered to pack 150 personal hygiene 
kits to support Femi’s Heart Foundation’s 
upcoming mission trip to Benin Africa October 17-
31st. Each kit contained washable and disposable 
pads, travel size toothbrush, toothpaste, and 
deodorant, along with a small package of sanitary 
wipes. These will be handed out to young women 

during education sessions on personal hygiene to be 
conducted by nurses contracted with the 
Foundation.  A big thank you to the kids, their 
leaders and Heather Berry for making a difference. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Omaha Street School Crew! 
 
A group of PCOC volunteers serve lunch to the 
OSS students and staff once a month during the 
school year. Each member of the crew is assigned a 
food item or two to bring each month. We are 
famous among the students for our menu consisting 
of nachos, tacos, fruit and dessert. Two members of 
our crew moved away last spring to be closer to 
their families, so we are now in need of one more 
volunteer to be in charge of dessert. Dessert can be 
brownies, cookies, cupcakes or whatever your 
specialty might be. We serve 35-40 people each 
month and you can be reimbursed for the cost of 
the items you bring. The time commitment is small 
- only 1 1/2 hours to serve plus prep time for your 
food items. We serve on the second Thursday of 
each month. For more information contact Tina 
Morgan at 402-894-5733. 

 
 

New Job Opportunities 
 

PCOC is seeking a reliable and detailed person to 
support the church’s ministry by managing and 
maintaining financial records and serve on various 
church committees.  
 
We are also seeking a reliable and detailed oriented 
person to manage the general maintenance, safety and 
cleaning of the church building and grounds; arrange 
for contractors and/or volunteer support as needed 
and serve on various church committees. 
 
For more information and a more detailed job 
description for both these positions, contact Frank 
McMullen or the  church office. 
 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont.  
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SPIRIT OF MISSION  

The Mission Committee Mailbox  
 

The Mission Committee would like to share with you 
some of the mail we receive every month from the 
organizations which are the grateful recipients of 
your generosity. Below are the latest thank you notes 
we have received: 
 The Rev. Nell. Herring, Associate for Volun-
teer Ministries, Presbyterian, Disaster Assistance 
thanks you for your gift of $795 for Disaster Relief - 
U.S. Flooding. 
 Heartland Hope’s Pastor Chelsea Salifou, 
CEO thanks you for your $665 contribution to pro-
vide working poor families with a week’s supply of 
groceries. 
 The Omaha Public School’s staff at the Inte-
grated Learning Program at Saratoga thanks you for 
your back to school donations. 
 Rev. Jeanie Shaw, Stewardship Officer from 
the Office of Stewardship & Funds Development, 
PCUSA, thanks you for your gracious and faithful 
support. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Siena Francis House Servers Needed  
Sunday, November 9 

4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 
 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of eve-
ry month at Siena Francis House. We need at least 6 
volunteers. Please consider giving 
your time to this mission. Ques-
tions? Contact Keith Allen. 
 

Scan our QR code to access the 
church online sign up page. We’ve 
made it easy to sign up to serve at 
Siena Francis House.  

 

AGAPE FOR ALL Updates 
AGAPE Road Trip Update 

 

The October 30th, Agape for All “road trip” will 
likely be wrapping up when this Cross Currents 
comes out. We’ll post photos and a write-up in next 

month’s Cross Currents but if this edition comes out 
early and you are interested in a day trip to learn 
more about our Indigenous Nations please contact 
Kathy Moore at mooreomaha@yahoo.com.  
If you missed the tour and want to learn more, you 
might read about Dr. Susan La Flesche Picotte in “A 
Warrior of the People” by Joe Starita. Another excel-
lent read is described in Ann Pearson’s book review 
below, “Black Elk Speaks” by John Neihardt. Both 
books should be available in our church library. 
 

SAVE THE DATE  THURSDAY,  
DECEMBER 11, 7:00 P.M.  

MAYOR JOHN EWING  AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS IN OMAHA 
 

The Omaha Faith Coalition is an informal group that 
began with four Omaha area congregations coming 
together last April to host a screening of Divisible, a 
documentary about the history of redlining in Oma-
ha. Several PCOC members attended the screening 
and may remember that the film was followed by a 
lively panel discussion including Teresa Hunter, 
CEO of Family Housing Advisory Services (FHAS), 
Mike Hornacek, CEO of Together Omaha and Dr. 
Nikitah Imani, Professor of Black Studies at UNO.  
At the conclusion, the Coalition committed to con-
tinuing the community conversation and sent out 
ideas for ongoing action steps that could be taken by 
the more than 300 people who attended the event.  
The congregations that made up the original plan-
ning group making up the Omaha Faith Coalition are 
First United Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church 
of the Cross, St. Luke United Methodist Church and 
St. Timothy Lutheran. We hosted a smaller commu-
nity meeting in May and are now preparing to host a 
larger follow-up event on December 11th.  We hope 
you will mark your calendar and join us for this im-
portant community conversation about the shortage 
of affordable housing in Omaha.  
With the election of a new Mayor in Omaha, there is 
opportunity for new policy and action on the housing 
front. Mayor Ewing and his staff have already taken 
several action steps to expedite plans to address the 
shortage of affordable housing in Omaha.  
Mayor Ewing and his staff will be presenting the lat-
est information about affordable housing and home-
lessness in Omaha and plans that are underway to 
address these issues. We hope you will attend this 
important meeting on Thursday, December 11th at 
7:00 p.m.  The meeting will again be held at the 
Omaha Conservatory of Music at 7023 Cass Street. 
Registration will be available closer to the event, 
watch for further announcements. 
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AGAPE Book Review  
Black Elk Speaks: The Complete Edition 

By John Neihardt 
 

At the October 7th meeting of the 49ers we were 
treated to a presentation by Walt Duda. Mr. Duda, a 
longtime member of the John Neihardt Foundation, 
gave an excellent talk on the life of Black Elk and 
his partner in the writing of the book, John 
Neihardt. John Neihardt happens to be the Nebraska 
Poet Laureate in Perpetuity. 
 

It tells of how Neihardt, against the odds, was able 
to arrange a meeting with the older, reclusive and 
selective Black Elk. When they finally did meet, 
they both felt an instant trust and bond. Black Elk 
spoke only Lakota, so Black Elk’s son Ben agreed 
to be the translator. 
 

Black Elk described his first vision when he was six 
years old. It was detailed, complex and vivid. He 
had been unresponsive for 22 days and his parents 
expected him to die.  There was rejoicing when he 
finally woke up. He described very vivid dreams of 
sacred beings and symbols. Even he didn’t 
understand the significance of the all of it. 
 

As he grew up and had more visions, he became 
famous as a visionary, a wise man and a healer. 
 

In the meantime, he witnessed the erosion of his 
tribe (Oglala) and others as a result of the white 
man’s aggression and relentless takeover of the 
West. In Black Elk’s case it was in the Midwest and 
included Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and 
South Dakota. The “Blue Coats” would move tribes 
and villages a hundred miles from home and then a 
year later move them again. If they happened to be 
moved to their home grounds, it would be 
unrecognizable because white folks (called Wasichu 
– not meaning skin color, but meaning the white 
settlers that encroached on Native American lands) 
would have built their own homes on the grounds. 
 

As he watched the losses of his Native American 
nation, Black Elk continued to have hopeful 
visions. At one point he was gone from the area for 
a year. When he returned and it was obvious that his 

people were not going to survive the white 
onslaught, he realized his Nation and Native 
American brothers and sisters were never going to 
survive intact. At this point, Neihardt comments, 
“He wept.”  It was a tragic moment in Black Elk’s 
life, in the life of Native Americans, and in the life 
of the American Nation. As time goes on the Battle 
of Wounded Knee was fought on December 29, 
1890, taking the lives of 150 – 300 Lakota people. 
Half of those killed were innocent women and 
children, signaling to Black Elk that it was over for 
their people. 
 

Interestingly enough, Black Elk adopted the 
Catholic faith so that “my children could adjust to 
and survive” the world of white people. 
 

In this “Complete Edition” the reader will find a 
gallery of photographs, 32 beautiful paintings of the 
stories of Black Elk, a number of essays and 
commentaries, and a number of pages of 
explanatory notes. 
 

As Walt Duda describes it, the book is a 
“masterpiece of spiritual literature which has been 
in print for almost 100 years”. After the library 
committee review, the book should be available in 
the PCOC library. 
 

We have so much to learn. 
- Ann Pearson 
 

Deacon’s Update 
 
Your Deacons have had an active couple months! In 
September we hosted of blood drive with 20 
volunteers! We will host our next blood drive in 
March 2026, watch the bulletin for the official date 
as it gets closer.  
 
We will be doing a reach out to our college age 
members in October with a small gift card and a 
note to remind them their PCOC family is thinking 
of them.  
 
We are getting ready for the advent dinner on 
December 7th. Your Deacons will serve a delicious 
dinner at the conclusion of the Christman pageant – 
a fun event for all! 

SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont.  

 

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:  
Brenda Graumann  and Earlene Uhrig  
 

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:  
Linda Miller 



 

Cross Currents 
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published monthly by the  

Presbyterian  
Church of the Cross,  

1517 South 114th Street,  
Omaha NE 68144-1799 
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church office. Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us or phone: (402)333-7466  
 

Communications: Christian Fritz  
communications@pcoc.us  
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November 21, 2025 

IT LOOKS SO NEW! 
 

The lower-level classroom project is nearly complet-
ed, and it looks and feels amazing. Everyone who has 
toured classrooms 1-5 is enthusiastic about the up-
date. Comments include, “The rooms look so big and 
bright!”  
 

It is true, clearing out past decades worth of odds and 
ends and creating a new learning environment has 
been truly transforming. Soon the outdoor windows 
along the north wall and doors in the hallway will be 
installed to complete the renovation.  
 

Christian Education is looking forward to moving in-
to this modern space for our Sunday School and Cor-
nerstone programs. Thanks to everyone who has 
helped with this project.  

Christian Education  Committee 
Buildings  and Grounds Committee 

 
 
 


