
 
 

Welcome to Worship  
Sunday, October 5, 2025 

9:00 and 11:10 a.m. 
 

 

Today Is World Communion Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Gathering in God’s Name  
 

Prelude                    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty              John Behnke 
 

As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship. 
 

Silent Meditation  

“We will never change the world by just going to church.  We will only change it by being the church.”  

– The Celtic Christian Tradition 

Call to Worship    

Around the world people gather to break bread together. 

We gather with them in heart and mind. 

Around the world the broken body is made whole. 

As part of that body, we join in its unity. 

We who share in the banquet come eagerly to be fed. 

Let us worship together, let us share God’s bounty with the world.   

 

Praise and Adoration 
 

*Opening Hymn #409                    God Is Here!  ABBOT’S LEIGH  

(*Please stand, if you are able.)  



Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God, we are indebted to you and your generosity, but we fail to live as good stewards of all 

you have given us. We confiscate and consume far more than our fair share. We see the poor trapped  in 

poverty, yet claim that debt forgiveness is unfair.  God, liberate us from our spiritual and moral 

bondage.  Reorder our priorities so all your nations and peoples may thrive.  Amen. 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession and Petition  
 

Kyrie Eleison              Lord, Have Mercy                 Schubert 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Congregational Response (#581)                   Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex) 

 
                              

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Moment for Stewardship            Rock Sumner, PCOC Business Administrator 
 

Fellowship of Prayer 
Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People 
   

Proclamation of God’s Word 
 

Scripture Lesson                             Luke 17: 1-6        page 852 of the pew Bible 

Sermon                                   How Much Faith Do You Really Need?         Dr. Zieman 

Prayer   

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory                    And Can It Be? (9:00)  Dan Forrest 

                     Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table (11:10) arr. John Ferguson 



The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The elders will serve you in the pews.  All baptized Christians are invited to partake.   

We ask that you hold on to the piece of bread or the cup until all have been served, so that we may partake as one body.   
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

From north and south, from east and west, we come: 

God's people, called to the Table where simple grace nourishes us. 

From down the street, and across our city, to around the world, today we are invited to a joyful feast, 

hosted by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God's people are called to community, where we live and serve one another. 

From every class, every race, every status; from little ones, to youth and parents, to elders with 

overflowing hearts: 

God's people are called to witness to God's hope, to offer peace to a shattered world.    
 

*Affirmation of Faith            from The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 54-55 

I believe that the Son of God, through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race, from the 

beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a community chosen for 

eternal life and united in true faith.  And of this community I am and always will be a living member. 

The communion of saints - believers one and all—as members of this community, share in Christ and in 

all his treasures and gifts.  Each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily and 

cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.   
 

*Sanctus (#562)             Holy, Holy, Holy SANCTUS (Schubert) 

 
 

The Words of Institution  
 

Communion Prayer  

 The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 



Serving of the Bread               A pastor will walk down the center aisle with gluten–free bread. 
   

Anthem The Call (9:00)      Ralph Vaughan Williams  

 Come By Here (11:10) Kyle Pederson
  

Serving of the Cup of the New Covenant  
    

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison) 

Majestic and eternal God, you have fed us with the bread of life and satisfied us with the cup of 

salvation. As we rise from this table, may we remember its expanse, and our connection to our siblings 

in Christ around the globe. Make us instruments of your peace and messengers of your love in thought, 

word, and deed. Make us one with you and all of creation through the power of the Holy Spirit. We 

pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Dedication #318        In Christ There Is No East or West                        ST. PETER 
 

*Charge and Benediction                             
 

*Postlude                                                Fanfare in A flat Charles Ore 
 

Serving in Ministry Today 
 

Music 9:00 Sarah Frederickson, soprano; Kristi Treu, piano; Mark Kanitz, organ 

 11:10 Alleluia Singers; Jean Brady, clarinet; Mark Kanitz, organ 
   

Elders serving Communion 9:00 Russ Beernink, Anne Wattles, John Sparks, Patti Sparks, Sherryl Shannon,  

   Mike Shannon, Marsha Marron, Gary Marron, Darold Bauer, Kathy Moore 
 

   11:10 Julie Driftmier, Kathryn Vint, Alta Empkey, Julie Buehler, Valerie Fuller,  

    Charles Baddley, Keith Allen, Paula Allen, Rock Sumner, Laurie Kerr 
 

Childcare Ministry Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster 
 

Ushers 9:00 Dave Berry, Captain; Brad Burch, Tim Zimmerman, Cherri Carpenter, Dawn Zimmerman 

 11:10 Jim Chapin, Captain; Doug Reid, Inga Wagner, Kim Banat 
 

Greeters 9:00  North Door: Sandy Simpson & Dwight Peterson  

   Welcome Center Door: Dave & Mary Ann Pederson  
 

 11:10  North Door: Karen & Owen Saunders Welcome Center Door: Sue Jenkins 
 

Information Center 9:00  Kathy Nickel  11:10    
 

Coffee Host Kristine Gasko 

Staff 

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min. Pastor, Head of Staff   marshall@pcoc.us 

Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us 

Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts   kristi@pcoc.us 

Heather Berry  Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us 

Rock Sumner  Business Administrator     rock@pcoc.us 

Annika Shaw  Office Administrator, Community Engagement        churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Christian Fritz       Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us  

Mark Kanitz  Organist   mark@pcoc.us 

Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min.  Pastor Emeritus 

mailto:heather@pcoc.us
mailto:rock@pcoc.us
mailto:communications@pcoc.us


 
  

Announcements 
For the week of October 5, 2024 

 

 
 

Today is World Communion Sunday. The first Sunday in 

October is designated as World Communion Sunday, which 

celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and 

sisters around the world.  World Communion Sunday is a 

gift of the Presbyterian Church to the larger ecumenical 

church.  The first celebration occurred at Shadyside 

Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 and was 

adopted as a denominational practice in 1936.  Today, World 

Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world.  

 

Joys and Concerns.   

Flowers in the chancel this morning are given by Carol 

Crawford in honor of her children & grandchildren.  

 

Vesper Concerts’ Annual Outdoor Concert is today at 4:30! 

Join us for a concert featuring 

The Wildwoods from the heart 

of Lincoln, Nebraska. The 

Wildwoods have grown into a 

folk/Americana trio rooted in 

rich harmonies and heartfelt 

storytelling. Formed by 

husband-and-wife duo Noah (guitar) and Chloe Gose (violin), 

and joined by longtime friend and bassist Andrew Vaggalis, 

the band crafts songs that feel both intimate and expansive—

tales of home, hope, and the open road.  Bring your appetite 

and your lawn chairs! Food will be available for purchase 

beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Street Eats food truck. 

 

New Member Discussion is 

Sunday, October 19. 

If you are interested in joining the church, please attend our 

next New Member Discussion, at noon following worship on 

Sunday, October 19 in the Welcome Center. The discussion 

will last about an hour, and a light lunch will be served. Sign 

up online or call the church office. 

 

Thank you for participating in the 

Deacons’ Blood Drive last Sunday! 

The Week at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, October 5 – World Communion Sunday 

9:00 Worship with Communion 

10:00 Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School 

11:10 Worship with Communion 

12:00  JHF & SHF Zoo Outing 

4:30 Vesper Concert featuring The Wildwoods 

 

Monday, October 6 

9:00 Music and Movement 

10:00 Tai Chi 

11:00 Music and Movement 

6:00 Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

6:30 Celebration Choir 

 

Tuesday, October 7 

7:00 Men’s Bible Study 

9:30 Staff Meeting 

11:30 49ers at Wheatfield’s 

1:00 Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study 

1:30 Active Minds 

4:00 Congregational Life Committee 

 

Wednesday, October 8 

5:15 Children’s / Credo Choir 

5:50 Chamber Choir 

6:00 Cornerstone Dinner 

6:30 Bible Study & Adult Education 

6:30 Confirmation Class 

6:50 Alleluia Singers 

 

Thursday, October 9 

9:00 Music and Movement 

10:00 Tai Chi 

11:00 Music and Movement 

12:00 OSS Serves Lunch 

 

Friday, October 10 

6:30 Friday Night Gourmets at Jericho’s 

 

Saturday, October 11 

9:00 Presbyterian Men Breakfast & Program 

 

Sunday, October 12 

9:00 Worship 

10:00 Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School 

11:10 Worship 

11-3 Sharing & Caring at Don and Millie’s 

1:00 GALS at the Zoo 

4:15 Siena Francis House Volunteering 

4:45 JHF/SHF Fun & Games 
 

Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.  

Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m. 

Office Hours: 9:00 to 4:30 Monday-Friday 



“Love in Action” 2026 Stewardship Campaign.   Last Sunday, Rev. Elliott mentioned 

from the pulpit that completing your pledge for 2026 was taking a risk and that it 

took a special kind of trust for God’s people to believe in the future. As he was saying 

this concept about RISK taking, I was immediately reminded about my trip to 

Moldova with Josh Garry - everyone we met along the way there considered our 

mission trip a big risk. However, we felt called by God to continue and our final leg of 

the journey to Chisinau was a full flight. We were not the only travelers. During our 

stay we never felt unsafe, we only felt welcomed, comfortable, and loved - much like 

we feel at Church of the Cross daily.  I encourage each of you to prayerfully take a risk – to complete and return 

your pledge card during October. Together we will make the future brighter for generations to come.  

 – Rock Sumner, Business Admin. 
 

Two Sunday Morning Adult Classes 

 Finding God in the Abyss - The Holocaust, led by Cindy Sloan – meets in Room 15 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. - September 14 – November 2 

Where was God? This question is still asked today. Many Jews lost their faith in God during and after the 

Holocaust. Many found God amidst their incomprehensible suffering. Why were Christians silent? Irving 

Greenberg offers a ‘working principle’ as a why Jews and Christians should reflect upon the meaning of the 

Holocaust.  We will examine Rabbi Irving Greenberg’s and Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks answers and writings 

about God after the Holocaust. We will also discuss Holocaust survivors' theological responses to the Holocaust 

(Elie Wiesel Primo Levi and Victor Frankl).  Besides readings we will also view interviews on Weisel, Frankl, and 

Sacks. The subject matter is enormous, but we will make a dent and open our minds.  

 
 “Are you saved or are you Presbyterian?” led by Keith Allen – meets in the Welcome Center 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. - September 7, 14, 28 & October 5, 12, 19, 26 

Are you saved, or are you Presbyterian? Find out which, by joining us on Sunday mornings this fall for 7 weeks 

of discussion and study about what Presbyterian's believe about everything from salvation and baptism to 

heaven and hell, to predestination and rapture, to worship and grace. If you are a long time Presbyterian and 

think you couldn't possibly attend because you are supposed to know all this stuff, rest assured I have taught this 

3 times before and am STILL learning. Be there or be square. 

 

Today at 3:00 p.m. the Presbytery of Missouri River Valley invites everyone to First Presbyterian Church, Omaha 

as they install their new pastor, Rev. Brianne Christiansen!  

 
Active Minds are playing Pinochle in October.   We have very patient teachers if this is a new game for you.  

Friends are welcome.  Join us any Tuesday, anytime from 1:30-4:00 pm.  Lower Level, Great Room. 

 
49ers on Tuesday, October 7 

Our speaker for October will be Walt Duda. Walt writes, "I was introduced to the book,  

College, in the 1960's.  My fascination with the book led me to become a longtime member of 

the John G. Neihardt Foundation.  I plan to talk about how John Neihardt and Nicholas Black 

Elk met and how their unlikely meeting produced a masterpiece of spiritual literature that 

remains in print nearly 100 years after their meeting."  The lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 

11:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  We will order from a 

special menu.  For reservations or questions, please contact Mary Ott, or Judy Sundberg.  We also have a sign-up 

sheet at the Information Center 

 



Friday Night Gourmets on Friday, October 10 

Friday Night Gourmets will meet on October 10 at Jericho’s. We will order off a shortened menu (see sign up 

book) but have lots of choices. If you have questions, please contact Charlene Meyer. Hosted by Lloyd Meyer, 

Charlene Meyer, Mary Reid, and Butch Michaels. 

 
Presbyterian Men Breakfast, Saturday, October 11 

On Saturday, October 11 at 9:00 am, PCOC men are invited to attend a continental breakfast and program in the 

Welcome Center featuring Dr. Jeff Delaney.  He will speak about his passion, “Operation Hippocrates.”  Every 

year a group of doctors, nurses and volunteers from Children’s Hospital go to Belize to examine and treat 

children with heart conditions.  If the case is repairable, the child is brought to Omaha and surgery is 

performed.  Many are assisted in country and others are saved by surgery in Omaha.  Leroy Swedlund, one of 

our own, and Dr. Jeff Delaney, have gone annually for three decades to perform this mission.  Please sign-up to 

attend this fabulous presentation at the Information Desk by Sunday, October 5.  Invite someone to attend with 

you.  Contact Jon Boomgaarden with questions. 

 
2nd Grade Bibles on October 12 

On Sunday, October 12 at 11:10, our second graders will receive their Deep Blue Kids Bible. We hope 

you will join us in celebrating that morning. If you are the parent of a second grader and did not receive 

a letter in the mail from Heather, please contact her.  

 
GALS at the Zoo on October 12 

Join GALS for an afternoon of discovery at the zoo on Sunday, October 12 at 1:00 pm!  

Our adventure will be led by experienced docents who bring the animals and exhibits to life 

with fascinating stories and insider knowledge. They will show us the Aquarium, Jungle, 

and Desert Dome. Admission is free for Zoo Members, and non-members may pay up to 

$26.95 (we’re still exploring a possible discount!). Don’t miss this chance to enjoy wildlife, 

learning, and community together. Sign up online. Call Staci Voss with any questions. 

 
Siena Francis House Servers Needed for Sunday, October 12 from 4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of every month at Siena Francis House. We need 

at least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time to this mission. Questions? Contact Keith 

Allen.  Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up 

to serve at Siena Francis House.  

 
GO SOLO Events  

Our GO SOLO group have set up a few events to participate in for the month of October. Feel free to join whether 

you are by yourself, or with a partner, or even just want to meet other likeminded folks in our church! Each month 

will be updated with a variety of events to check out, so be sure to keep checking for more information online on 

upcoming group activities.  

 
Trunk or Treat, October 26, 3 p.m.  

Join us in Fellowship Hall and on the east lawn for food, games, and trunk or treating. Be sure to wear your costume 

and bring a bucket for your treats. We encourage everyone in the congregation to participate by hosting a trunk. 

All you must do is decide on a theme, decorate your vehicle, dress up, and provide treats or toys to hand out to the 

children. It’s that easy and so much fun! Help us make this the best Trunk or Treat ever for our church family. If 

you plan to host a trunk, please let Heather know so she can communicate directions for the event. We are also 

accepting candy donations. Please donate individually wrapped candy. You may drop them in the bin in the Lobby.  

 

 

 



Job Opportunities at PCOC 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross (PCOC) is now hiring for two new part-time positions, both reporting to the 

Senior Pastor and offering limited benefits. 
 

 PCOC is seeking a reliable and detailed person to support the church’s ministry by managing and 

maintaining its financial records, ensuring accurate and timely financial reports, and supporting and serving on 

various church committees. 
 

 PCOC is seeking one or two individuals who are reliable and detail oriented and who will, either acting 

alone or cooperatively, manage the general maintenance, safety and cleaning of the church building and grounds; 

arrange for contractors and/or volunteer support as needed and serve on various church committees. 
 

For more information, including a more detailed Job Description, contact Frank McMullen at fdmiii3@aol.com or 

the church office. The application deadline is October 31, 2025. 

 

And Coming in November… 
 

Fall Clean-Up is Saturday, November 8, from 9 am to Noon. 

All members are invited and welcome to participate! Bring your garden gloves, pruners, rakes, shovels, and 

trash barrels! If you have a chain saw that would be helpful this year as well. We will rake leaves and debris to 

spruce up our landscaped areas to prepare our grounds for the winter season ahead. TREATS, juice and coffee 

will be available for fellowship. Your help will be very much appreciated! Thank you! 
 

Presbyterian Men’s Classic Shrimp Boil Dinner & Fundraiser is Sunday, November 9.       

Presbyterian Men are once again hosting an old-fashioned shrimp boil on Sunday, November 9 in Fellowship 

Hall at 5:30pm.  The entertainment will be Josh Powell playing his guitar and singing.  Come and enjoy 

scrumptious ‘JUMBO’ fresh shrimp (or chicken cordon bleu) served with all the fixins!  The suggested donation 

is only $20 per person or more if you wish.  ALL proceeds will go to purchase baby formul” for Heartland Hope 

Mission.  Sign up and pay in advance (checks to Presbyterian Men) at the Information Desk by Sunday, 

November 2.  Questions? Contact Jim Miller or Frank McMullen. 
  

‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser Lunch is November 16. 

 You don’t want to miss this SHF fundraiser! This is the perfect way to start your holiday season. Come for lunch 

and stay for crafts. Put it on your calendar now! More information and registration to come.  
 

Names for the Messiah - An Advent Study by Walter Brueggemann, led by Laura Duncan 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  - November 23, 30 & Dec 7, 14 

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles – Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each title and how the people 

understood it then, how Jesus did or did not fulfil the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of 

that title.  Christians have claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. 

In this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles the questions: What were these expectations? And 

Did Jesus fulfill them? Perfect for individual or group study, a study book includes prayers and questions for 

reflection that can be used each week. Register now! 

 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross 

1517 S. 114th Street – Omaha, NE 68144-1799 

Phone: (402)333-7466 | Fax: (402)697-9084 | Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us | Website: churchofthecrossomaha.org 
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