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A Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year from your PCOC Staff!  

 

Our PCOC Staff would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and well wishes into 
the New Year as we move into our Advent Season. Pictured above (from left to 
right): Rock Sumner, Mark Kanitz, Kristi Treu, Marshall Zieman, Heather Berry, 
Josh Garry, Annika Shaw, Christian Fritz. 
 

Advent Activities for all ages to enjoy! 
 

Childrenôs Christmas Pageant December 7 
The Childrenôs Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m. 
All children (preschool ï 5th grade) will be wearing costumes and singing!  
 

Advent Dinner following the Christmas Pageant December 7  
Please join us for another wonderful Advent Dinner on Sunday, December 7 at 
5:30 pm. Advent Dinner is one of our best-loved traditions at Presbyterian 
Church of the Cross.  It is a festive and meaningful way to start the Christmas 
season and includes a meal cooked by our Deacons. 
 

Young Adults Christmas Party December 28 
All our young adults are invited to the home of Daley, Dawn and Brad Gibson to 
reunite and catch up on Sunday, December 28 at 6 p.m. Look for invitations in 
the mail soon!  
 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service December 24 at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Come worship with us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus together in a candlelight 
service.  
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Light in the Darkness 
 

Itôs December, and that means that Advent is here.  
Advent is a time of getting ready, and thereôs always 
plenty to do.  The mad Christmas rush is about to 
ensue; Advent begs us to take a moment ï to 
breathe, to pause, to reflect, even in the busyness.  
That takes intentionality.   
 

The word Advent literally means ñcoming.ò  The 
gospel writer John writes, ñThe true light, which en-
lightens everyone, was coming into the world (John 
1:9).ò   From this verse, we understand two very im-
portant facts:  First, in Christ, God came into our 
world.  Christ was special.  His birth was special.  
His life was special.  His death was special.  His res-
urrection was special.  God Came to Us.  That fact is 
meant to re-orient our lives. 
 

Second, in Christ, God brought light into our world.  
Christ brought enlightenment.   Christ brought illu-
mination.  Christ brought insight.  Christ brought 
understanding.  By following Christ, our lives are to 
make our world different.  Each one of us, in our 
own unique way, is meant to be a ñlittle Christò to 
others.  Weôre supposed to bring the light, or carry 
the light, or shine the light, as we live.  
 

This yearôs theme for our choirôs special Music Sun-
day on December 21 is ñOut of Darkness, Light!ò  
As we worship, on that Sunday and every Sunday, 
letôs remember that Christ brings light, and his light 
is meant to shine through us.  In John 8:12, Jesus 
said, ñI am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life.ò  In Matthew 5:14, Jesus also said, 
ñYou are the light of the world.  A city that is set on 
a hill cannot be hid.ò    
   
This Advent, take time to reflect on the fact that we 
are bearing the light of Christ.  Is it a strong beam, 
or has your light grown dull?  Does it need a re-
charge, or is it burning bright?  How does Christôs 
light in you illumine your path?   
 
 

Your pastor and friend,   
 Marshall Zieman 

 
 
 
 
 

Two Exciting Additions to  
our Church Staff 

 
The Personnel Committee announces that two re-
placements for Rockôs position have been found.   
Mimi Bauer will come on staff to handle all finan-
cial matters, and Gary Marron will now head up our 
Building and Grounds needs.  Each will step into 
their new roles on January 1.  Both Mimi and Gary 
are longtime PCOC members and bring with them a 
wealth of experience and expertise in their respec-
tive fields.  Each will work part-time, beginning 
with a transitional time in December as Rock pre-
pares to retire to Spokane, Washington in January.   
Be watching for details of a Retirement Lunch for 
Rock in January. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

The Tuesday Bible Studies have embarked on a 
study of the Old Testament book of Jeremiah.  Bring 
your favorite Bible and come join us at either 7am 
(men) or 1pm (everybody).   
 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way 
to serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 
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Have a Holly Jolly Christmasé 
 

As I pondered and pondered about all things 
Christmasy for our Cross Currents, of course I 
thought of Jesus (hard not to, comes with the 
territory kind of thing). Of course I thought of the 
beauty of giving gifts to those you love (the words 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, a gift is simply a portion 
of thyself, crossed my mind). And of course I 
thought of what it means to belong to a community 
of believers in a common faith (the Seussical Whos 
singing their village hymn while the Grinch sits up 
on Mount Crumpit with all their presents kind of 
thing). 
 
But what I eventually came to think of the most as I 
considered all of these wonderful Christmasy 
things swirling in my head, were our Deacons. 
 
Maybe itôs because itôs time for the Advent Dinner, 
that mastodonic meal they work so tirelessly to 
provide for everyone after our beloved Christmas 
pageant (itôs an unbelievable operation that feeds 
something like 200+ people). Maybe itôs because 
they will have worked tirelessly to help two 
different families by serving them a memorial 
service lunch after their belovedôs witness to the 
resurrection during the first two weeks of Advent. 
Or maybe itôs because they do so much for our 
church all year long, that by the time this Christmas 
rolled aroundé I could not help but think of the 
people who try to provide our church with what is 
essentially the Christmas spirit all year round. 
 
Our church has many gifts, and many beautiful 
ministries, but Iôd like to just stop for a moment 
and thank the Deacons on behalf of all of us for the 
gift of their ministry to our beloved church. 
 
Thank you for the hospital visits, and the phone 
calls; for the Valentines and Halloween cards; for 
the Easter baskets and Advent Workshop Christmas 
bags (for those who cannot make it to church); for 
senior recognition brunch and home cooked meals 
(for those who need a hand during a difficult time); 
for prayer shalls and helping with the All Church 
All Play Event; for flower deliveries and 
neighborhood emails or check-ins. And of course, a 
tremendous thanks for the previously mentioned 
monolith that is the Advent Dinner and the 
mammoth undertaking that is providing memorial 
service lunches throughout the year. 

We would not be the same church without you all, 
Deacons. Not even close. 
 
Cherishing such gifts, this Christmas season, this 
most wonderful season of giving, let us all think 
about what little things we can do for others in a 
diaconal way (yes, thatôs the adjectival form of the 
word ñDeacon,ò and, yes, it sounds like ñdiagonalò 
with a ñcò). What are the little things (think a kind 
note, or a simple phone call) that will make a big 
difference for someone else? We need not move 
heaven and earth for everyone all the time ï even 
with the Deacons, the case is that many hands make 
light work ï in order to nudge the world in the right 
direction. Together many nudges can act as Christôs 
hands and feet. So, letôs start with the little things. 
 
From family to yours, may you be blessed this 
joyous Christmas season by the little wonderful 
things that make all the difference in life; and may 
you find great joy in blessing others in that very 
same way. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
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The View from My Office  
 

DECEMBERôS SPOTLIGHT 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

 
Here we are! These are the last monthôs readings 
for The Year of the Bible. Letôs hope everyone is 
still on target or at least positioned to make a run 
for the goal in December. In this last month, we 
will be reading the Minor Prophets of the Old 
Testament and one very curious book in the New 
Testament, the book of Revelation. 
 

As you may know, the primary reason that the last 
twelve books of the Old Testament are called the 
ñMinor Prophetsò is that they are generally quite 
brief ï certainly in comparison to Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Ezekiel.  
 

Each was written at a different time and a unique 
place. Some explain to us where and when they 
were written while others do not. Unless you have 
extra time to spare, it is not wise to try to puzzle 
out the historical background. I would suggest 
simply reading the books and looking for the main 
themes and familiar passages. 
 

Our reading in the New Testament this month will 
be in the book of Revelation. Revelation has caused 
more confusion and consternation than any other 
book of the Bible. Seemingly, there are many 
interpretations as there are students of the book. 
Many believe that if we read Revelation carefully 
enough, we can determine the time of the end of 
the world. Or, even if we cannot arrive at the 
precise time of the end, we can at least pin down 
the generation that will approach Revelation.  
 

However, I donôt find this to be a favorable way to 
approach Revelation. Many people through the 
centuries have tried to predict the time of the end ï 
and it has failed! 
 

I find it more profitable to look at the many 
symbols in Revelation in terms of how they give us 
a glimpse of the glory of God and Christ. Notice 
the awe-inspiring vision of Jesus Christ right at the 
beginning of the book (1:12-20). The wealth of 
images and allusions here shows us just how 
powerful symbolic, poetic language can be. It 
portrays, in an especially compelling manner, the 
authority, majesty, and might of the risen and 
exalted Christ. Poetic portraits like this, not only of 

Christ but also of God, are scattered throughout the 
book. 
 
I want to thank everyone who took time to read 
their Bibles this past year with me. Whether it was 
for a short time or the entire year, I hope you found 
your time spent reading and thinking has brought 
each of you closer to our Lord. 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray   

Rock Sumner  
Business Administrator 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6  
rock@pcoc.us 

BUSINESS UPDATES 

DEC. Scripture Reading 

1 Hosea 3, 4, 5, 6 / Revelation 1 

2 Hosea 7, 8 / Psalms 137, 138 

3 Hosea 9, 10 / Revelation 2 

4 Hosea 11, 12 / Revelation 3 

5 Hosea 13, 14 / Revelation 4 

6 Joel 1, 2 / Psalm 139 

7 Joel 3 / Revelation 5 

8 Amos 1, 2 / Revelation 6 

9 Amos 3, 4 / Psalm 140, 141 

10 Amos 5, 6 / Revelation 7 

11 Amos 7, 8 / Revelation 8 

12 Amos 9 / Revelation 9 

13 Obadiah 1 / Psalms 142, 143 

14 Jonah 1, 2 / Revelation 10 

15 Jonah 3, 4 / Revelation 11 

16 Micah 1, 2, 3 / Psalm 144 

17 Micah 4, 5 / Revelation 12 

18 Micah 6, 7 / Revelation 13 

19 Nahum 1, 2, 3 / Revelation 14 

20 Habakkuk 1, 2, 3 / Psalm 145 

21 Zephaniah 1, 2, 3 / Revelation 15 

22 Haggai 1, 2 / Revelation 16 

23 Zechariah 1, 2 / Psalms 146, 147 

24 Zechariah 3, 4 / Revelation 17 

25 Zechariah 5, 6 / Revelation 18 

26 Zechariah 7, 8 / Revelation 19 

27 Zechariah 9, 10 / Psalm 148 

28 Zechariah 11, 12 / Revelation 20 

29 Zechariah 13,14 / Revelation 21 

30 Malachi 1, 2 / Psalms 149, 150 

31 Malachi 3, 4 / Revelation 22 
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óTis the Season SHF Fundraiser  
 

Thanks to everyone that attended this SHF  
fundraiser. We collected a record-breaking $868! 
Once again, our church family showed up for our 
youth and weôre so grateful! A great big thank you 
goes out to Renee and Jerry Cornett for taking time 
out of their busy schedules to work alongside the 
youth to prepare the food. And we canôt forget about 
Gayle Hoybook and Carla Fritz who oversaw the 
crafts! Because of everyoneôs teamwork, this was a  
wonderfully successful event.  

 

Childrenôs Christmas Pageant  
 

All are invited to attend the Childrenôs Christmas 
Pageant on Sunday, December 7 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Children of all ages will be participating 
in the pageant. The Advent Dinner will follow. 
RSVP for the dinner is required, but all are  
encouraged to attend the pageant. We hope to see 
you there!  

 

Confirmation Christmas Party  
 

Dinner, games, and secret 
Santa sock swap. Doesnôt 
that sound like fun?  
Confirmands and mentors 
are invited to have some 
fun together on  
Wednesday, December 10, 
from 6 ï 8 p.m. in  
Fellowship Hall. Chef 
Nickie will prepare dinner, 
weôll play some minute to 
win it games, and then weôll have our secret Santa 
sock swap. Be sure to bring one pair of socks 
wrapped. RSVP to Heather. 
 

A Simple Christmas: How the Amish Cele-
brate the Beauty of the Lord  

 

The presentation will be given by Charlotte Hub-
bard on Sunday, December 28 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.   Note: There is one worship ser-
vice at 11:10 a.m., with no coffee fellowship hour 
this Sunday.  For more than ten years, novelist 
Charlotte Hubbard researched and wrote about the 
Old Order Amish in Missouri. The 30 novels that 
resulted gave her a deep respect for their simpler 
lifestyle and the way the Amish live their faith in 
God every day ï which invited a rethinking of her 
own personal faith. Over the course of her adult life 
she has lived in 5 midwestern states and has sold 
nearly 60 novels, several related novellas, and 70 
stories to confession magazines. Before that, she 
was a school librarian. Please join us!  
 

Communion Class for 3rd Graders 
 

We are pleased to invite your children to participate 
in our Communion Class to learn about the Sacra-
ment of the Lordôs Supper. The class will take place 
on Wednesday, January 7 from 6 ï 8 p.m. and is 
specifically for children in the 3rd grade and any 
older children that havenôt had a chance to take the 
class. The policy of the Presbyterian Church allows 
all children who are baptized to receive communion. 
We offer this class to help our children understand 
what the Lordôs Supper means to us as Christians 
and to allow a forum for their questions.  
We ask that parents participate with us in this learn-
ing experience. Childcare will be provided for 
younger siblings. We will begin in Fellowship Hall 
with a pizza dinner, then we will split into learning 
stations, and finally end in the sanctuary.  
If your 3rd Grader would like to participate in this 
yearôs class, please register by January 1. Contact 
Heather with any questions.  
 

Cornerstone Resumes January 14 
 

Looking for something to do on Wednesday nights? 
Want to grow closer to God and build community? 
Then join us at Cornerstone! Gathering mid-week to 
study, sing, and sup with your church family is just 
what you need. Register online.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

December 7 Childrenôs Christmas Pageant, 5 p.m.  
December 10 Confirmation Christmas Party, 6 p.m.  
December 14 Sunday Schools Ends 
January 7 Communion Class, 6 p.m.  
January 11  Sunday School Resumes 

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, Lisa 
Luke, and Piper Smith 

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Vesper Concerts 2nd Annual  
Holiday Concert on December 9 

 

Begin your musical tour of the Holiday season with 
the beautiful sounds of ñChristmas in the City.ò Our 
performers are the Ben Rosenblum Jazz Trio from 
New York City with special guest vocalist Laura 
Anglade from Toronto, Canada. Join us on Tuesday, 
December 9, at 7:00 p.m., and invite a friend to this 
FREE concert. There will be homemade goodies and 
hot chocolate in the Welcome Center following the 
concert. 

Advent Anthems with Choir and  
Orchestra on December 21 

 

The Alleluia Singers, Chamber 
Singers, and Resound Vocal 
Ensemble, accompanied by 
professional instrumentalists, 
will present "Out of Darkness, 
Light!" during both services on 
Sunday morning, December 
21. The program will feature 
anthems and congregational 
carols celebrating the birth of Jesus, including another 
original composition by Omaha composer and Allelu-
ia Singers member Dave Gardner. This annual event 
serves as an outreach to our congregation and the 
community. You are encouraged to invite guests to 
join us for a meaningful morning of music. 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Don Metzger  

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS 

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

Tables for Eight Winter Session  
 

The deadline for registration for the 
winter session (January, February, 
March, and April) is December 10.  
New participants (couples or singles) are 
definitely welcome to join this fellow-
ship opportunity.  You can choose to be a ñregularò or 
a ñsubstituteò.  Questions and answers about ñTables 
for Eightò are on the registration form, and the form 
is available at the Information Desk or on the Website 
(www.churchofthecrossomaha.org.   
 
For the upcoming Winter Session, current ñregularò 
members are automatically assigned to a new group 
and ñsubstitutesò will remain on that list unless you 
notify Pam Otto  This especially pertains to the par-
ticipants that depart for the winter months.  Also if 
you dropped out last session and want to return as a 
regular or substitute or change from regular to sub or 
vice versa, please contact Pam by phone or email. 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS Cont.  

Active Minds in December 
 

Active Minds will continue Mahjongg 
for 2 weeks in December.  We will not 
meet Dec16-thru Jan 6.   We will resume 
1:30-4:00 every Tuesday, starting Jan 13, 
2026.  We will play Dominoes and Sequence in 
January. 

 

PCOC Book Group  
on December 17 

 

PCOC Book Group will meet 
December 17 in The Courtyard Room from 5:15 to 
6:30 p.m. to review The 13th Gift by Joanne Huist 
Smith. All readers are welcome! Questions? Contact 
Charlotte Hubbard. 

Heartland Hope Mission  
December 5  

 

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry 
schedule to distribute grocery and hygiene items to 
the clients they serve is on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the 
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O location, 
you may volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All 
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the 
South and West Omaha locations. 
 

Please contact John Bennett if you are  interested in 
volunteering or have any questions. Thank you for 
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission. 

 

49ers on December 2  
 

Our Our speaker for December will be 
Amy Krause, Executive Director of 
Bags of Fun Omaha.   At Bags of Fun 
Omaha, we are dedicated to delivering 
joy, laughter, and relief to children 
facing long-term or life-threatening 
conditions. Through our Bags of Fun, we provide 
moments of happiness and distraction for kids 
whose health and happiness are threatened. Since 
launching in Omaha in 2019, we have delivered over 
2,000 Bags of Fun, and in 2025 alone, we expect to 
deliver 900 moreðensuring that every child in need 
feels the power of play during their toughest battles. 
Expanding our impact, we now provide 45 Mental 
Health Bags of Fun each month to local behavioral 
health facilities, offering comfort and 

encouragement to adolescent patients facing mental 
health challenges. We believe that every child, 
regardless of their condition, deserves a moment of 
joy and playðbecause healing starts with happiness. 
The lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific 
Place, at 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether 
or not you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  
We will order from a special menu.  For reservations 
or questions, please contact Mary Ott, or Judy 
Sundberg.  We also have a sign-up sheet at the 
Information Center.     

 

Presbyterian Women 
December 4 

 

Our Bible study is on Thursday, 
December 4th at 9:30am in the 
Courtyard classroom. Lesson 4 
from ñImages of the Spiritò by 
Dale & Sandy Larsen is titled 
ñPledge.ò  Cindy Nisley looks at 
the Holy Spiritôs promise in Ephesians 1:11-14. 
After this lesson we will take a winter break and 
resume on February 5, 2026. I you have any 
questions; please contact Cindy Nisley. We wish all 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

 
Stay Active on Mondays & Thursdays   

 

Music & Movement meets at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in 
the Great Room.  
Summer schedule is June 16 through August. 
One Class at 9:00 am. 
Coordinator: Betty Baddley  
 

Tai Chi meets at 10 a.m. for gentle stretching and 
movement! Drop in if youôd like to attend a class.  
Coordinator: Paula Allen  
 

Friday Night Gourmets on 
December 12th 

Friday Night Gourmet will be 
meeting December 12th at Legacy 
Chophouse (17070 Wright St., 531-
999-8035). We will be ordering off 
their menuðCocktails at 6:30 pm 

with dinner at 7:00 pm. Hosts: Irene & Bob 
Astleford, Jr. along with Joanie and Doug Hartman. 
Please sign-up by December 7ðthe sheet will be at 
the Information Desk or call Irene. Come join our 
fun-loving groupðeveryone is welcome! 
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GALS Annual Cookie 
Exchange December 6  

Please join GALS for a cookie 

and candy exchange 
fellowship on Saturday, 
December 6, from 2:00 to 4:00 

pm in the Welcome Center at church.  In addition 
to having fun, you'll leave the event with a variety 
of cookies and candies to grace your Christmas 

treat platters.  Call Staci Voss or Anne Wattles if 
you have any questions!  To participate: 

¶ Sign up and indicate the name of the item you 
intend to bring (comment line) 

¶ Bring 4 dozen of one kind of Christmas 

cookies or candies 

¶ The day of the event bring an empty container 
for the exchange and a printed copy of your 
recipe to place by your treats (for those who 

like to collect recipes) 

Presbyterian Men Bell 
Ringing at Bakerôs on 

December 13  

We are ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army's Christmas 
campaign on Saturday, 

December 13th, at Bakers at 156th and Dodge 
(Note:  This is a different location than previous 
years).   Each volunteer rings during 1-hour shifts 

from 10am to 4pm (2 persons at the north and 
south doors/shift).  This is an easy, enjoyable 
opportunity to assist the Salvation Army in helping 

those among us in need during the Christmas 
season.  Please sign-up at the Information Desk by 
Sunday, December 7th.  Call, text or email Gary 

Fitch with questions. 

Spotlight on the Library  

Our PCOC library has over 500 

childrenôs books available for your 
child to check out. Our books include 
stories from the Bible, holiday books, 
animal stories, poetry, fairy tales, and 

multi-cultural stories. Favorites range from ñTacky 
the Penguinò to ñVeggie Tales.ò  

Why Is It Important to Read to Your Child? 

(From Child-Mind Institute):  

¶ Positive experiences with books can cultivate a 
lifelong love for reading, a skill that benefits 

individuals throughout their lives.  

¶ Even a few minutes of reading together gives 
you and your child (or grandchild) a chance to 
slow down and connect with each other, plus 

the sensory experience of sitting with you and 
hearing your voice  

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Each Monday morning, volunteers help tidy up our 

Fellowship Hall or Welcome Center kitchen area. 
There may be a few dishes to wash, supplies to 
restock, and keeping the refrigerator clean just to 

name a few. Usually, a team of two can handle this 
project within an hour. If there were five teams, 
then teams 1-4 would work one Monday morning 

per month, while the 5th team fills in for the 
periodic 5th Sunday. Please contact the office if 
you would like to help. Currently, the first, fourth, 

and fifth Sundayôs have teams. We could use your 
help. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
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12/1  Joan Boomgaarden, Char Fehr,  
 John Fettig, John Morey  
12/2  William Smith  
12/3  Piper Smith  
12/4  Jenny Bruce, Izzy Piotrowski,  
 Michael Paulus  
12/5  Dee Coffey 
12/7  Nathalie Hart, Libby Whitlow,  
 Cali Collins-Durant, Kevin O'Neill Jr.  
12/8  Addison Hansen Holdren, Ken Kluck,  
 Jan Steffa, Joe Trapp  
12/9  Sam Arnold, Beth Morris,  
 Jeffrey Swenson, Webb Versaw  
12/10  Dennis Boesen, Ryan Davelaar,  
 Kathy Moore, George Rath  
12/11  Sydney Goodwin, Nadine Jenkins,  
 Robin Kussman  
12/13  Holly Baddley, Paula Hazelrigg  
12/14 Cindy Garner, Marinell Neuhaus,  
 Sue Mollner  
12/15  Shirley Emig  
12/16  Adam Buda, Aaron Fettig  
12/17  Janet Wallace, Lee Harlan,  
 Charlene Weyand  
12/18  Barbara Thompson  
12/19  Jim Conway, Douglas Corum,  
 Charlene Meyer  
12/21  Irene Boomgaarden, Katie Gerot  
12/22  Kristin Johnson, Karleen Nelson  
12/23  Carole Sieck, Tom Stalnaker,  
 Jacob Bumsted  
12/24  Ken Burson, Kim Spencer  
12/25  Toni Craig, Sawyer Dittman, Paul Price  
12/26 Julie Driftmier, Tammy Holdren,  
 Gary Lippstreu  
12/28  Ardys Hansum, Brooklyn Miller,  
 Clarence Waters, Jackie Youngstrom  
12/29  Charlotte Avivor, Louis Knight,  
 Ginger Petersen-Britt  
12/30  Mark Mathia, Paul Nickel Jr.,   
 Chris Rath, Marla Vanneman, Staci Voss  
12/31  Bob Allen, Avis Polacek, Mary Reid, 
 Chelsea Spielman. Kate Gibson  

 

 
 

Fancy Fellowship  
Treats to Share!  

 

The Congregational Life 
Committee invites everyone to 
bring treats to share during 
Coffee Fellowship on 
December 21. Please have 
items cut and ready to serve 
and please label if it contains 
either peanuts or tree nuts. 
Thank You! 

 
Christmas Photos on December 7 
in Front of the Christmas Tree  

 

The Membership Committee will be taking 
free pictures of individuals and families in 
front of our beautiful Christmas tree in the 
Welcome Center before the childrenôs 

program/Advent dinner on December 7 from 3:30-
5:00. Pictures will be emailed to you. 
 
 

Nominate an  
Officer Today!  

 

In the Presbyterian Church, 
we have the privilege and 
responsibility of 
nominating and electing our own congregational 
leaders. Now is the time to nominate a new class of 
Elders and Deacons. Your input is both appreciated 
and necessary! Forms are available online, in the 
Church Office, and at the Information Desk. The 
deadline is December 14. Questions? Contact a 
member of the Nominating Committee: Darold 
Bauer, Kris Goodman, Gary Lynn, Marietta 
Morhardt, Mary Ott, and Brenda Graumann  

 
In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
Judy Arms  
 
 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont. 

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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Welcome Our New Members 

Michael and Vicki Paulus 
Approximately one year ago, 
Michael and Vicki moved to 
Omaha from Seattle because 
Michael became Library 
Director at Creighton University.  
They are transferring their 
membership from Bethany 
Presbyterian Church in Seattle where Michael 
served as an Elder and Deacon and Vicki served as 
a Deacon. They chose PCOC because of our robust 
programming and our engaging congregation. 
Vicki is a business systems analyst on a software 
team supporting research administration at the 
University of Washington. Michael and Vicki have 
two daughters, Junia, who lives in Atlanta and is 
getting a Masters in Philosophy at Georgia State 
University; and Elizabeth, who lives in Spokane; 
and is majoring in Education at Whitworth 
University.  In their spare time, Michael enjoys 
theology of technology and artificial intelligence 
and Vicki enjoys travel, taking volksport walks, 
attending a book group at Omaha Public Library 
and enjoys good conversation. Please welcome 
Michael and Vicki to our church family. 
 
Chris Melick 
Chris is joining PCOC via 
Reaffirmation of Faith.  He 
moved to Bellevue 
approximately eight years ago 
and currently is a civilian 
meteorologist for the 16th 
Weather Squadron of the United 
States Air Force, Chris chose PCOC because of the 
sermons and the ability to view on line services 
when he is unable to attend in person. He hopes to 
develop more fellowship with Christians and to 
volunteer his time to help others.  In his spare time, 
he enjoys bowling, playing chess, walking, 
watching movies and T.V., reading and dancing.  
He enjoys history of all sorts and computers and 
technology.  Chris belongs to Alcoholics 
Anonymous and besides attending meetings, he 
offers assistance to others in the program.  We 
welcome Chris to Church of the Cross! 
 
 
 
 

Christopher (CJ) 
Collins-Durant and 
Erika Felstead 
The next time you see 
Jordan Garry please 
thank her for 
introducing Erika and 
her husband 
Christopher to PCOC.  Jordan and Erika work 
together at CHI.  CJ is a respiratory therapist at 
UNMC. They chose PCOC because they feel itôs a 
good fit for their family, which includes son, Brody 
and daughter, Cali.  Since they are now settled in 
Omaha, they want their children to grow up in a 
church and also be baptized.  Their spare time is 
pretty much consumed with their children and their 
various sport activities, and they all enjoy being 
outdoors. We welcome them to 
PCOC! 
 
Lisa Sekundiak 
We welcome Lisa, who 
previously was a member of 
Countryside Community 
Church, to our church family; 
and, we thank former members 
of Countryside for telling Lisa 
about our church and 
encouraging her to visit. She 
enjoys our worship services and education 
opportunities. Lisa is married to Todd, and they 
have children and grandchildren in Omaha.  She is 
officially retired, but still owns stores and continues 
to work a bit. Lisa is an art lover and enjoys travel, 
reading, needlework, gardening 
and mahjong.  Please greet Lisa 
when you see her. 
 
Dave and Becky Fritz 
Due to Beckyôs illness, Dave 
and Becky moved to 
Springfield, NE to be near their 
children, Julie Evers and Jon 
Fritz and their families, and 
they were received into membership by the Session 
in September.  They transferred their membership 
from Laurel Presbyterian Church in Laurel, NE.  
Sadly, Becky has since passed, and her memorial 
service is Friday, Dec. 5. Dave is retired, but 
worked in I.T. for FNBO for 29 years and also 
taught I.T. at Wayne State College.  Dave enjoys 
woodworking, gardening and reading.  When you 
meet Dave, please share your condolences. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 


