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Welcome to Worship

Sunday, December 14, 2025
9:00 and 11:10 a.m.

Gathering in God’s Name

Fantasia on “Greensleeves”

As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship.

Silent Meditation

God came to us because he wanted to join us on the road, to listen to our story,
and to help us realize that we are not walking in circles but moving towards

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Joy

arr. Vaughan Williams;

Kevin McChesney

The third Sunday of Advent
the house of peace and joy. This is the great mystery of Christmas that continues to give us comfort
and consolation; we are not alone on our journey.

- Henri J.M Nouwen, Gracias! A Latin American Journal

The Morey Family (John, Karen, Gage, Maya) (9:00)
The Wilkinson-Graalfs Family (Josh, Cayce, Linnea, Sloane) (11:10)

Congregational Response Light the Candle Carl Schalk
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Flick-er and flame and glow with joy, light up the world a round "/ you.
Advent Call to Worship
A voice cries, “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord;
We are preparing our hearts for the God of joy to come into the world.
God’s joy flows into our lives through the gift of the Christ child.
We are joyful people waiting for the return of our God!
Praise and Adoration
*Opening Hymn #143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE

(*Please stand, if you are able.)



Confession and Pardon
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Holy and wonderful God, we confess that we have closed our eyes to what you are doing. We prefer to
concentrate on problems, bad news and violence. When we do, we miss all the healing, freeing and
helping you accomplish in our world. We pass up opportunities to participate in your Good News. We
rob ourselves of so much joy. Forgive us and give us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to understand, and
hearts to treasure your mission in the world. Fill us with unquenchable joy at the coming of Jesus.

Silent Prayers of Confession and Petition

Kyrie Eleison (#578) O Lord, Have Mercy ORE PORIAJU VEREKO
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O - Lord, have mer - cy; O Lord, have mer - cy; O lord, have mer-cy, have mer - cy on us.

O Christ, have mer - cy; O Christ, have mer - cy; O Christ, have mer-cy, have mer - cy on us.

Assurance of Pardon

*Alleluia (#587) Alleluia! CELTIC ALLELUIA
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Al_ le Iu ia! Al_ le lu___ ial Al le_ lu__ ia! Al__le lu__ ia!

*Welcome

Announcements

Advent Hymn #104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

Fellowship of Prayer

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem Christmas Meditation arr. Michael Helman



Proclamation of God’s Word

Scripture Lesson Matthew 11: 2-11 page 792 of the pew Bible

Sermon “Did We Get the Right Guy?” Dr. Zieman

Our Response to God’s Word

*Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith
In Christ, God gave us a glimpse of the new creation God has already begun and will surely finish. We
do not know when the final day will come. In our time we see only broken and scattered signs that the
renewal of all things is under way. We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering in the world, the
church, or our own lives. But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our history, we are
confident he will stand at its end. He will judge all people and nations. Evil will be condemned and
rooted out of God’s good creation. There will be no more tears or pain, and all things will be made
new.

*Sanctus Holy, Holy, God Almighty DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
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In the name of the Lord, the bear -er of light tri-umphs o'er the dark of night
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Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Jesu, Sleep in Heavenly Peace arr. Douglas E. Wagner

*Doxology (#609) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication
We thank you, Great God, for all the ways you heal, bless, and free us. Accept these gifts given in
gratitude and in anticipation of Christ’s return. Multiply them for your glory and for the good
of all people. Amen.



*Christmas Hymn #119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

*Charge and Benediction

*Benediction Response

*Postlude

Music

Childcare Ministry

Ushers

Greeters

Information Center

Festival Overture Kevin McChesney

Serving in Ministry Today

The Carillon Choir: Mary Lynn Bennett, Jayne Frederickson, Sarah Frederickson, Sue
Freyer, Cindy Garner, Charlotte Hubbard, Kristen Jacobi, Kathy Jerry, Anne Laws, Linda
Matson, Marietta Morhardt, Stephen Niles, Ann Pearson, Roger Utman, Myrna Vasta;
Larry Frederickson, director

Laura Gardner, flute; Mark Kanitz, organ

Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster

9:00 Jim Miller, Captain; Linda Miller, Gary Marron, Marsha Marron, Frank McMullen
11:10 Tim Goodman, Captain; Kris Goodman, Judy Sundberg, Barb Scanlan, Dan Scanlan

9:00 North Door: Laura Duncan 9:00 Welcome Center: Paul & Kathy Nickel
11:10 North Door: Stephanie & Joe Weaver 11:10 Welcome Center: Nancy Anderson

9:00 Mary Ann Pederson
11:10 Karen Saunders

Coffee Host Scott Stalnaker
Staff

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min.  Pastor, Head of Staff marshall@pcoc.us
Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us
Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts kristi@pcoc.us
Heather Berry Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us
Rock Sumner Business Administrator rock@pcoc.us
Annika Shaw Office Administrator, Community Engagement churchofthecross@pcoc.us
Christian Fritz Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us
Mark Kanitz Organist mark@pcoc.us
Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus

Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 S. 114t Street — Omaha, NE 68144-1799

Phone: (402)333-7466 | Fax: (402)697-9084 | Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us | Website: churchofthecrossomaha.org
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The Week at a Glance

Sunday, December 14

Worship

Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School
Worship

Sharing & Caring at Don and Millie’s
Session Meeting in Room 15

Resound Rehearsal

OmaHarmonizer’s Christmas Concert
Serve at Siena Francis House

JHF/SHF Christmas Party/Fun & Games

Monday, December 15

Music & Movement
Tai Chi
Music & Movement

Tuesday, December 16

Men'’s Bible Study
Staff Meeting
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study

Wednesday, December 17

PCOC Book Group
Chamber Singers
Resound

Alleluia & Orchestra

Thursday, December 18

Tai Chi

Sunday, December 21
Pantry Sunday

Worship — Advent Anthems

10:00 Coffee Fellowship
11:10 Worship — Advent Anthems
No JHF/SHF

Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.
Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m.
Office Hours: 9:00 to 4:30 Monday-Friday

Announcements
For the week of December 14, 2025

Joys and Concerns.

We are sad to report the death of long-time member, Verta Pugh,
who passed away on December 12. Verta’s Memorial Service is
planned for January 8, 2026.

Flowers in the chancel this morning are given by Pam & Ethan
Lindsey in loving memory of husband and dad, Stan Lindsey.

The Tuesday Bible Studies will meet this week on December
16. Then we take a Christmas break and resume again on Jan 13,
2026. In January, we will begin a new study.

Nominate an Officer — Deadline is Today!
In the Presbyterian Church, we have
the privilege and responsibility of
nominating and electing our own

Nominate

an officer )
congregational leaders. Your input is Seeay: &““‘* /
both appreciated and necessary! Forms
are available online, in the Church Office, and at the Information
Desk, and the deadline is today. Questions? Contact a member
of the Nominating Committee: Darold Bauer, Kris Goodman,
Gary Lynn, Marietta Morhardt, Mary Ott, & Brenda Graumann.

Kitchen Volunteers Needed.
Each Monday morning,
volunteers help tidy up our
Fellowship Hall or Welcome
Center kitchen area. There may
be a few dishes to wash, supplies
to restock, and keeping the .
refrigerator clean just to name a few. Usually, a team of two can
handle this project within an hour. If there were five teams, then
teams 1-4 would work one Monday morning per month, while

b

the 5% team fills in for the periodic 5t Sunday. Please contact the office if you would like to help. Currently, the
tirst, fourth, and fifth Sunday’s have teams. We could use your help.

Adult Sunday School Class - Names for the Messiah - An Advent Study by Walter Brueggemann, led by
Laura Duncan, at 10:00 a.m. - concludes today in the Courtyard Classroom in the Welcome Center.

Today at 2pm in the Sanctuary — PCOC will host the Oma-harmonizers Barbershop Concert, featuring our own
Ron Wax! Enjoy festive A Cappella Music of the Season, brought to you by 5 ensembles. Free Admission!
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Advent Anthems with Choir and Orchestra on December 21

The Alleluia Singers, Chamber Singers, and Resound Vocal Ensemble, accompanied by
professional instrumentalists, will present "Out of Darkness, Light!" during both services
on Sunday morning, December 21. The program will feature anthems and congregational
carols celebrating the birth of Jesus, including another original composition by Omaha
composer and Alleluia Singers member Dave Gardner. This annual event serves as an
outreach to our congregation and the community. You are encouraged to invite guests to

join us for a meaningful morning of music.

The Congregational Life Committee invites everyone to bring treats to share during Coffee Fellowship on
December 21. Please have items cut and ready to serve and please label if they contain either peanuts or tree nuts.

Save the Date! Young Adults Christmas Party
All our young adults are invited to the home of Daley, Dawn and Brad Gibson to reunite and catch up on
Sunday, December 28 at 6 p.m. Invitations were mailed to home addresses.

December 28 - A Simple Christmas: How the Amish Celebrate the Beauty of the Lord

Join us to hear Charlotte Hubbard share her experiences with the Old Order Amish. Charlotte is an
accomplished author of nearly 60 novels, several related novellas, and 70 stories for confession magazines.
This class will be held on December 28 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please register online.

Note: There is only one worship service this day with no coffee fellowship.

The Perfect Gift. Christmas Joy Special Offering. Each year
during the Advent and Christmas season, we lift up past, present,
and future leaders of the Presbyterian Church (USA). God has
blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and
place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their
communities as well. This national offering smooths the path for

The~
Christmas Joy Offering
helps prepare the way
for the leaders
of our church —

PAST,
our current and retired church workers and their families in their PRESENT
time of critical need and prepares the way for our future leaders e

at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges, equipping
communities of color. Please make your check out to PCOC and
include “Joy Offering” in the memo line, enclosing your check in a blue pew envelope.

Rock Sumner’s Retirement Luncheon

Everyone should circle Sunday, January 11, 2026 on your calendar — that’s when the Congregational
Life Committee will host a lunchtime farewell and retirement celebration for our beloved Rock
Sumner. Rock and Anna have been PCOC members since 1994 and Rock has served as our Business
Administrator since 2014. Rock will retire at the end of 2025. He and Anna have purchased a home in
Spokane, Washington where they can live nearby to their new grandson and his family. Join us for an
all-church lunch and celebration after the 11:10 service on January 11.

Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 S. 114t Street — Omaha, NE 68144-1799
Phone: (402)333-7466 | Fax: (402)697-9084 | Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us | Website: churchofthecrossomaha.org




