
 
 

Welcome to Worship  
Sunday, December 28, 2025 

11:10 a.m. only 

The first Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

 

Gathering in God’s Name 
 

Prelude Psallite Franz Liszt 
    

As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship. 
 

Silent Meditation   

The matter is quite simple. The Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of 

scheming swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because we know very well that the 

minute we understand, we are obliged to act accordingly.         Spiritual Writings, Kierkegaard 
 

Call to Worship         Isaiah 63: 7-9 

For the Lord said, “Surely they are My people, children who will not deal falsely:” 

      And He became their Savior in all their distress. 

It was no messenger or angel but His presence that saved them; 

      In His love and in His pity, He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days. 

      Let us worship God. 

 

Praise and Adoration 
 

*Hymn #110 Love Has Come     BRING A TORCH 
(*Please stand, if you are able) 

 

Confession and Pardon 
Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 

God of all tomorrows, we come to You this day remembering our yesterdays. Now and again, we 

have failed to learn from the lessons of the past. We have heard a voice calling out in the wilderness, 

and yet we have made ourselves busy with other things. You sent us Your Son, so that we may follow 

Him, and yet we have led ourselves astray. Forgive us, Lord. We know that with You, the future is 

bright. We know that with You, the path leads us to eternal goodness. Help us to learn from our 

mistakes. Help us to follow Your light. 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession and Petition 



Kyrie Eleison (#121) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us; abide with us, our Lord  

Emmanuel! 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 *Congregational Response                        Gloria GLORIA  

               Glo---ria in excelsis Deo! Glo---ria in excelsis Deo!                      
  

Welcome   
 

*Hymn #132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice     IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

Announcements 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
Harlow Virginia Jones, born July 2, 2025 

to parents Aaron and Alicia Jones 
 

*Congregational Response: With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Harlow Virginia Jones  

into Christ’s church to share with us in the one ministry of Christ, for we are all one in Him. 

 

Fellowship of Prayer 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Anthem           The Birthday of a King W.H. Neidlinger 

 

Proclamation of God’s Word 
 

Scripture Lessons        Matthew 2:13-16; Ruth 1:15-19             Bible pgs. 784 and 210 
 

Sermon                 “The Ties That Bind”             Rev. Joshua Garry 
 

 

 

 



Our Response to God’s Word 
 

*Affirmation of Faith       The Book of Order: Foundations of Presbyterian Polity F-1.0301-1.0302 

We believe that the Church is the body of Christ. We believe that Christ gives to the Church all the 

gifts necessary to be His body; that the Church strives to demonstrate these gifts in its life as a 

community to the world; that the Church is a community of faith, hope, love, and witness. We believe 

that unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ, and that the Church strives to be one. Amen 
 

*Sanctus                  Holy, Holy, God Almighty DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory What Is This Lovely Fragrance? Paul Manz 
 

*Doxology (#609)                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Christ, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious and Loving God, we are so thankful to belong to the body of Christ. We are so thankful to be 

Christ’s hands and feet. We are so thankful that you have given us the gifts we need to do Your work 

in this world. We pray You accept these gifts and use them to do Your will – to bless others. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain     GO TELL IT 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Postlude     Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Michael Burkhardt                                                
     



Serving in Ministry Today 

 

Music Jayne Frederickson, soprano; Patty Wolverton, guest organist 

  

Childcare Ministry Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster 

 

Ushers   Dennis Boesen, Captain; Amy Boesen, Alta Empkey, and Zach Metzger 

 

Greeters  North Door: Sue Meusey Welcome Center Door: Carol Crawford  

 

Information Center Kristin Jacobi 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min. Pastor, Head of Staff   marshall@pcoc.us 

Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us 

Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts   kristi@pcoc.us 

Heather Berry  Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us 

Rock Sumner  Business Administrator     rock@pcoc.us 

Mimi Bauer  Financial Administrator mimi@pcoc.us 

Annika Shaw  Office Administrator, Community Engagement        churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Christian Fritz       Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us  

Mark Kanitz  Organist   mark@pcoc.us 

Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min.  Pastor Emeritus 
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Announcements 
For the week of December 28, 2025 

 

 

 
 

Joys and Concerns.   

The flowers in the chancel this morning are given by Bob and 

Mary Ott in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary.  
 

Giving Envelopes for 2026.  New year giving envelopes are now 

available in the Narthex.  If you don’t find your envelopes or 

would like to begin using envelopes, please contact Mimi in the 

church office.    
 

2026 Enrollment for EFT.  Our church offers our members the 

opportunity to make General Fund-pledged contributions to the 

church via electronic banking.  It is set up to automatically 

transfer from the individual’s bank account to the church’s bank 

account on or shortly after the 15th of each month.  If you are 

interested, please fill out the form at the Information Desk & return it to the office by Sunday, January 11. 
 

Next Sunday, January 4 at 9:30 in the Sanctuary.   Join PCOC Composer David Gardner as he shares with us 

his latest composition!  Dave received a Bachelor of Music in composition and theory from UNO where he 

worked with Dr. Ken Bales and Dr. Z Randall Stroope, and his master’s in music technology from Purdue. He is 

currently the Composer in Residence for the Omaha Symphonic Choir and a valued member of the PCOC adult 

choir, which has sung many of David’s works. 
 

Holiday Schedule of Church Services & Office Closings 

Wednesday-Thursday, December 31 & January 1 The church office is closed. 

Friday, January 2     Regular Office Hours resume. 

Sunday, January 4     One single worship service at 11:10 a.m. 

Sunday, January 11     Regular Sunday Schedule returns. 
 

Rock Sumner’s Retirement Luncheon.    

Everyone should circle Sunday, January 11, 2026 on your calendar – that’s when the Congregational Life 

Committee will host a lunchtime farewell and retirement celebration for our beloved Rock Sumner.  Rock and 

Anna have been PCOC members since 1994 and Rock has served as our Business Administrator since 2014.  

Rock will retire at the end of 2025.  He and Anna have purchased a home in Spokane, Washington where they 

can live nearby to their new grandson and his family.  Join us for an all-church lunch and celebration after the 

11:10 service on January 11.  Want to make a contribution to Rock’s retirement gift?  You may send a check, 

payable to Marsha Marron.    
 

New Member Discussion on Sunday, January 18.  If you are interested in joining the church, please attend our 

next New Member Discussion, at noon following worship on Sunday, January 18 in the Welcome Center. The 

discussion will last about an hour and a light lunch will be served. Sign up online or call the church office. 

The Week at a Glance 
 

 

Sunday, December 28 

9:30    “A Simple Christmas” in the Fellowship Hall  

11:10 only one worship service today 

 

Monday, December 29 

10:00 Tai Chi only 

 

Friday, January 2, 2026 

9:30 Go SOLO in the Welcome Center 

 

Saturday, January 3 

 Sr. High Lock-in 

 

Sunday, January 4 

9:30        Dave Gardner’s class in the sanctuary 

11:10 only one worship service today 

 

 



Go Solo: Coffee & Conversation.    Go Solo will meet Friday, January 2nd at 9:30 am in the Welcome Center. 

 

Adult Education in 2026 – Register Online Now 

Next Sunday at 9:30 a.m. – January 4 

• “Behold the Beauty of the Lord” - Composer Dave Gardner.  Class is held in the sanctuary. 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. – January 11 – February 15 

• “Finding God in the Abyss – Dante’s Inferno” by led Cindy Sloan 

 

Tuesdays at 7:00am and 1:00pm – beginning January 13 

The Tuesday Bible Studies resume with a new study of 1 & 2 Peter.  Newcomers are always welcome; just bring 

your favorite Bible and join Dr. Zieman in the classroom in the Welcome Center at 7:00 a.m. (men’s only) or 1:00 

p.m. (everyone).  If you would like to join the 1:00 Bible Study via Zoom, please contact the office. 
 

Cornerstone – The Spring Semester of Cornerstone resumes January 14 – March 18.  Please register now. 

 “First Things First,” a study of Genesis 1-11, led by Josh Garry.  

“The Gospel of Luke: Good News for All” led by Kirk Ryckman 

 

Lenten Study 2026 - February 22 – March 29 

You are invited to join a group what will meet at 10 a.m. on Sundays, 1:30 p.m. on Mondays, or 7 p.m. on 

ZOOM on Tuesdays.  This year, we’ll study Tom Berlin’s book, The Third Day, Living the Resurrection.  Please   

register online or at the Information Desk by Feb 1.  
 

Per Capita – What is it and Why? 

All members should be aware of the Per Capita Assessment that our church pays each year.  This money 

goes to offset the administrative cost for the Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly.  As a connectional 

church, we need to maintain effective channels of communication, and coordination so that our ministry 

as Presbyterians works well.  The per capita assessment supports this process so that all Presbyterian 

programs, missions, and ministries may function better. 
 

This year our per capita remains at $40.80 per member.  What that means is our church will pay  

$28,927.20 by February 15, 2026, for our membership at Church of the Cross.  If you decide to give a 

special gift to cover the per capita cost for your family, it will help the church offset our assessment.  

That would be:   

$40.80 for a single family member  $81.60 for a two-member family 

$122.40 for a three- member family  $163.20 for a four-member family 
 

You are welcome to use the blue pew envelopes. Please drop it in the offering plate or mail your gift to 

Mimi Bauer, Business Administrator at the church office. 

 

Music & Movement/Tai Chi Winter Schedule – beginning on Jan 5: 

Monday/Thursday classes for Music & Movement and Tai Chi begins tomorrow. We will only meet on days when 

students are in classrooms and busses are running. That means that streets should be safe enough for us to have our classes 

also. Of course, you make the final decision, whether or not, you are comfortable driving in the weather conditions. We 

will not meet when classes are held remotely or having a late start due to weather conditions. Please note one (1) 

temporary change in January and February for Music & Movement. We will NOT have a 9:00 AM class, ONLY an 11:00 

AM class, following the Tai Chi class at 10:00 AM. Class numbers are always down in cold weather, especially in the early 

morning, and we have a better chance of safe driving and warmer temperatures at the later class time. If we get too 

crowded, we will change back to our two-class schedule. The new winter schedule will be as follows: 

Monday and Thursday Mornings – 10am – Tai Chi with Paula, 11:00 – Music & Movement with Betty. 


