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Rock’s Retirement Lunch January 11

Everyone should circle Sunday, January 11, 2026 on your calendar — that’s when
the Congregational Life Committee will host a lunchtime farewell and retirement

celebration for our beloved Rock Sumner. Rock and Anna have been PCOC
members since 1994 and Rock has served as our Business Administrator since
2014. Rock will retire at the end of 2025. He and Anna have purchased a home
in Spokane, Washington where they can live nearby to their new grandson and

his family. Join us for an all-church lunch and celebration after the 11:10 service

on January 11.

Following the Star in 2026

Our first Sunday in 2026 is Epiphany Sunday, the day when we
remember the Magi who followed the star which led them to
Christ the newborn King. When the star stopped over the place
where the child was, Matthew writes, “they were overwhelmed
with joy” as they knelt and presented the holy family with their
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Our Annual Congregational Meeting on January 25

So that all members may attend, there is only one worship service, at 11:10. The
meeting begins near the conclusion of the worship service. Everyone is invited
to stay for the meeting, although only PCOC members may vote or participate.
A soup luncheon follows the meeting. An informational packet will be available
that Sunday, which includes the 2026 budget, committee summaries,
congregational statistics, and staff reports. Besides receiving this information,
the congregation is asked to vote on a new class of elders and deacons, the new
Nominating Committee for next year, and any changes to the pastor’s salary
package. The meeting should be brief but informative.
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_ﬂ A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

A Year of Jeremiah

The Tuesday Bible Studies just wrapped up our
study of the book of Jeremiah. OK, it was really
just a semester, not a whole year, but it sort of felt
like a year. 52 chapters of pending gloom and doom
can wear one down. Studying the Prophets will do
this to you.

The prophets all made it clear that Israel had it com-
ing. The Lord had given them chance after chance
to turn things around, to return to the Lord. Instead,
their idolatry and disobedience only worsened over
the generations. Yahweh had called them to be dif-
ferent from the other nations, and the temptation to
be like everyone else proved too difficult. As I read
in one Advent devotional, “The ancient Israelites
were in spiritual shambles. They had betrayed
God’s commands to care for the poor, deal justly in
economic matters, and live with righteousness. Ter-
rible choices bring terrible consequences. Instead of
smiting their enemies, as the Israelites hoped, God
would allow their political alliances to be shattered,
their idols thrown down, and the people scattered by
invasion and exile.”

And yet, inherent in the prophets’ cries of judgment
is also a vision of hope. A time will come when
God’s people will return from the abyss. Judgment
will be firm, but not completely fatal.

God will never utterly forsake his people.

Life can be heavy when we put our faith in our-
selves rather than God, when we look to systems,
institutions, denominations, and political parties to
save us. The babe of Bethlehem, the long-awaited
Messiah, would show us the way from death to new
life. His birth is worthy of all our celebrations, his
life and ministry is worthy of all our study, his death
and resurrection is an unfathomable source of
amazement, hope, joy, and purpose.

“Years of Jeremiah” do not end in abandonment and
loss. The Messiah did come, as the angels pro-
claimed, “born that we no more may die,” and “risen
with healing in his wings.”

May the new year bring with it a new revelation of
God’s faithfulness and blessing as we faithfully fol-
low Christ’s teachings in service to our neighbors
and those in need.

Y our pastor and friend,

Marsball 2iesmsn

Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1
marshall@pcoc.us

Two Exciting Additions to
our Church Staff

The Personnel Committee announces that two re-
placements for Rock’s position have been found.
Mimi Bauer will come on staff to handle all finan-
cial matters, and Gary Marron will now head up our
Building and Grounds needs. Each will step into
their new roles on January 1. Both Mimi and Gary
are longtime PCOC members and bring with them a
wealth of experience and expertise in their respec-
tive fields. Each will work part-time, beginning
with a transitional time in December as Rock pre-
pares to retire to Spokane, Washington in January.

Tuesday Bible Studies

The Tuesday Bible Studies will resume on January
13 with a new study.

Per Capita — What is it and Why?

All members should be aware of the Per
Capita Assessment that our church pays
each year. Our church will pay $28,927.20
by February 15, 2026, for our membership
at Church of the Cross. If you decide to
give a special gift to cover the per capita
cost for your family, it will help the church
offset our assessment. That would be:

$40.80 for a single family member
$81.60 for a two-member family
$122.40 for a three- member family
$163.20 for a four-member family

You are welcome to use the blue pew enve-
lopes. Please drop it in the offering plate or
mail your gift to Mimi Bauer, Business Ad-
ministrator at the church office.
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A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR n_

New Years

So, here we are. Somehow it’s 2026 already. And |
have two thoughts to share with you as we venture
out in the New Year: the first one is biblical; the
second one is personal.

Psalm 51: Verses 10-13 (KJV)

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not
thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of my salvation; and
uphold me with thy free Spirit.

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto thee.

If we as Christians are supposed to approach the
New Year from a deeply rooted theological or
scriptural place, which I imagine is the case, or at
least not a bad place to start, we would be hard
pressed to find a better foundational passage than
this. While we may not be entering into 2026 from
the same deplorable depths that David wrote this
Psalm (often associated with the Bathsheba
episode), the sense of longing, teleological
orientation, and commitment to living out God’s
renewal that follows redemption is perfect.

We should always long for God’s indwelling
presence in our lives. We should always want our
priorities aimed in the right direction, in the right
order. And then we should want to do something
about it. If we’re truly changed (which is a process,
not a one-off deal), if we open our hearts and let the
Spirit in (another continuing process), we should
indeed look at things different, treat things
different, and then want to share the wonderful
things that God has done for us with others (bear
witness, testify, act out our discipleship in some
new way).

Now, to be fair, this is no small task, and I’'m not
trying to pretend like it is. As I tried to hint at
above, there is no quick fix to our being hardwired
the way we are, and certainly no quick antidote to
make living in a way that is countercultural
(something Christianity has always been) any
easier. So, please, don’t interpret what [ am saying
as “this is the bar we measure by.” Instead, think
of it more as the thing we are trying to journey
towards over the days, months, and years. Sure,

there will be setbacks and snares, but Psalm 51
leads us in the right direction.

The second thing, the personal thing, is pick
something fun for your New Years resolution. I
don’t know about you, but I’ve had varied success
with my New Year’s resolutions. That was... until
this year. Some close friends of the family shared
with Jordan and I in January 2025 that their New
Years resolution was to eat all the different kinds of
Oreos in existence. [ know. I know. Brilliant.
Ingenious. Superlative. Make it something fun.

That being said, if you want to make your New
Years resolution to run a marathon, that’s amazing.
And you should do that. But, please. Also. Make
sure you have a resolution that has something akin
to joy in it (I know for some people, running is a
joy, and if that is really your thing, then that is
awesome in a completely non-sarcastic way; but if
you’re someone like me who only moderately
enjoys exercises that aren’t actually sports or
games... find something fun and enjoyable that is
easy to keep). There is so much to be said about the
mysteries of what lie ahead this year. That’s life.
But come what may, be resolved to intentionally
make joy a part of it.

) Cross, Care

Cross Care Connections provides a personally
tailored relationship with a fellow church
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate
individuals can provide confidential support to
help you navigate major life events.

Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office
for more information about this program or to
request a Cross Care provider.

Associate Pastor
Joshua Garry
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2
josh@pcoc.us
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BUSINESS UPDATES

A

The View from My Office

FELLOWS IN THE
SAME SHIP

A foreigner who was learning English defined
“fellowship” as “follows in the same ship.” As |
prepare to leave my position at Presbyterian
Church of the Cross, I have reflected on our many
good times together. We have accomplished some
fine things in this community, working as brothers
and sisters of the faith in Christ’s holy name.

Indeed, we served as brothers and sisters on the
same ship.

It is hard to say good-bye. How can Anna and I
express how much all of you have meant to us over
the years? It has been a pleasure working and
planning with each of you. But most of all, it has
been a sheer delight just to know you and share the
joys of our faith together!

Albert Schweitzer once said, “Sometimes our light
goes out but is blown into flame by another
encounter with another human being. Each of us
owes the deepest thanks to those who have
rekindled this inner light.”

My deepest thanks to all of you, dear friends.
Thank you for your inspiration and light. May you
continue to enrich one another for the glory of the
one who is the Light of all life.

Resigning from a job, no matter what the reason, is
never easy. However, retiring from a job that I truly
enjoy, and embrace seems even more difficult. But
when a person must say goodbye to such an
outstanding staff and wonderful friends, it is even
more challenging.

Each of you has been a source of inspiration to me.
My position as Business Administrator would not
have been nearly as effective or rewarding without
your advice, attention, and assistance.

Presbyterian Church of the Cross will always feel
like home to me. It is where our children’s faith
was nurtured by many caring Sunday School
teachers. It is where our children were confirmed. It
is where our children served on many mission trips
with their friends who are now life-long friends.

It is where Anna and I were fortunate to become
friends with other young families who have now
grown into the next generation of retirees. We grew
in our faith through leading Lenten Study classes. It
is where we have served on adult mission trips;
each of us having traveled to visit our sister church
in Gnozdovo. Each of us serving a Confirmation
mentors with our extraordinary youth. What a
blessing to have spent this year together with each
of them.

There will be time for personal farewells later. Let
these words be enough for now.

Grace and peace.

Rock Sumner

Business Administrator
(402)333-7466 Ext. 6
rock@pcoc.us

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a way

to serve the church, please

consider filling one of our

open usher spots. You can ° .
now sign up online for

individual Sundays.

Questions? Contact
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn
Bennett

Ushers Needed

Finance Committee Moderator:
Jeff Friesen — Finance@pcoc.us

Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:
Josh Murray — Building&Grounds@pcoc.us
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS n_

Children’s Christmas Pageant

We had a whopping 70 children and youth
participate, either as cast members, stage
crew, ushers or Bible verse readers, in the
Children’s Christmas Pageant. What a fun
way to start preparing for Christmas!
Thank you to everyone who helped!

Lenten Study 2026

One of our most meaningful churchwide activities is
starting soon — The Lenten Study! Small groups will
begin a 6-week study on February 22 and end on
Palm Sunday, March 29. Groups will meet on
Sundays at 10 a.m., Mondays at 1:30 p.m., and
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Tom Berlin’s book,
The Third Day, Living the Resurrection, has been
chosen as this year’s study. “By utilizing the lives of
those who were the first to be impacted by the
Resurrection, Tom Berlin provides fresh insight not
just into how the Resurrection affected their lives,
but for how it is relevant for ours. You won’t just
read about the Resurrection; you will see it happen-
ing in you and around you.” The Lenten Study is a
great opportunity to get to know others in our
church family while preparing for Easter. We hope
you will join us! Register online or at the
Information Desk by February 1.

LEADER GUIDE

TOM BERLIN TOM BERIIN

Important Dates to Remember

January 11 Sunday School resumes
January 14 Cornerstone resumes
February 22 Lenten Study begins
April 12 Confirmation Sunday
May 3 Youth Sunday

Summer Fun for Children and Youth

Registration for summer camps and activities in our
community has begun, and we don’t want you to
miss out on our activities here at Church of the
Cross.

Save the Date:
Senior High Mission Trip — June 6-14
Art & Music Camp — June 16-19, 9 — 3 p.m.
Junior High Mission Trip — June 26-28
Vacation Bible School — July 7-9, 9 a.m. to Noon
Garage Sale — August 1
Registration information to come!

Adult Education in the New Year —
Register Online Now

There are opportunities for learning and growing
together on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays,
beginning January 11.

Start the year off right by joining one (or more!) of
these groups!

(View Groups on Page 6)

Heather Berry

Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2
heather@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers,
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, Lisa
Luke, and Piper Smith
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_ﬂ CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONS NEWS Cont.

Behold the Beauty of the Lord -
Composer Dave Gardner
January 4 at 9:30 a.m.
Dave received a Bachelor of Music in composition and
theory from UNO where he worked with Dr. Ken Bales
and Dr. Z Randall Stroope, and his master’s in music
technology from Purdue. He is currently the Composer
in Residence for the Omaha Symphonic Choir and a
valued member of the PCOC adult choir, which has
sung many of David’s works.
From Dave:
“I have recently turned my compositional focus toward
writing music for the church while continuing to write
for many venues and expanding my horizons to include
performing as an oboist. I have been influenced by the

You may read the entire book but it is not necessary that
you do. Music and art on the Inferno will enhance our
sessions.

Tuesday Bible Study
Led by Pastor Marshall
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. (for men only)
and 1 p.m. (for everyone)
Begins January 13
Pastor Marshall will lead this class. No need to
register. Feel free to drop in.

Cornerstone Resumes January 14
Looking for something to do on Wednesday nights?
Want to grow closer to God and build community with

music of many composers of many genres whose art has people at church? Then join us at Cornerstone!
been skillfully conveyed through beautiful melodies that Gathering mid-week to study, sing, and sup with your

mirror each subtle and overt poetic nuance...from Dvo-

church family is just what you need.

rak to Lauridsen, Rutter, Whitacre and so many more. I Register online by January 1.

often find my own inspiration for a melody or chord

while walking in nature, watching light piercing through

stained glass windows on a Sunday morning, or spend-
ing time with my family. My hope is that, through my
music, | can express my gratitude for life and share the
joy and emotion found in these combined experiences.”

Finding God in the Abyss Part Two —
Dante’s Inferno
Led by Cindy Sloan
Sundays at 10 a.m.
January 11 — February 15
Dante’s Inferno is considered as important and great as
the works of Shakespeare. It is a work for all people at

all times. Dante recounts his own spiritual journey from

Hell to Paradise. He had been exiled from his native
Florence and if he returned he was to burned at the
stake. But, more importantly it was conceived as a spir-
itual journey not only for himself but for all humanity.
Its opening lines, “Midway in the journey of our life/I
came to myself in a dark wood/for the straight way was
lost” resonates with all of us who during our life find
ourselves lost and in a dark place.

During Lent we often examine ourselves in order to
change and find a closer relationship with God. Dante

The Gospel of Luke: Good News for All
Led by Kirk Ryckman
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
January 14 — March 18
Kirk Ryckman will be continuing with the study of the
Gospel of Luke. For those who may be interested in

joining the class - don't worry! Each lesson is well

written and does not rely on being here for earlier
lessons. We still have the heart of Luke's best parables
and unique perspectives to look at. Luke is the only
Gospel writer who was not Jewish - so his perspective is
unique. Love to have you join us.

First Things First
Led by Josh Garry
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
January 14 — March 18

When'’s the last time you really read the first parts of
Genesis? Did you know the first eleven chapters are
called the “Primeval Narratives?”” What does that even
mean? And speaking of narratives, did you know there’s
two “Creation Narratives?” Did you know there’s some
important words missing here and there from our

understands what sin does to us and most importantly to  NRSV/NRSVUE Bibles that completely change the

our souls if we do not meet our shortcomings head on
and find our way back to “the straight way”.

Dante as a Catholic believed that Hell was a real place
and unrepentant sinners would be given a place there
where no hope of salvation existed. The gates to hell
read “Abandon hope all ye who enter”. Dante creates
nine circles that spiral their way down to Satan: limbo,
lust, gluttony, greed, anger, heresy, violence, fraud and
treachery.

We will concentrate on the most important cantos, chap-

ters, covering four to five a week after our introductory
session. A study guide for each canto will be provided.

way we understand big picture things?

Well, if mulling over and discussing the cosmic
formation of the universe, our role in it, and all things
human condition sound like a great way to spend a
Wednesday night, you’re in luck. Feel free to stop by
for an in-depth group study of the Primeval Narratives
of Genesis.
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MUSIC NOTES

Vesper Concerts presents “Mozart
Masterpieces” on February 5

Enjoy an evening of all Mozart compositions per-
formed by some of Omaha’s best musicians. Among
the evening’s repertoire is Mozart’s famed Oboe
Concerto in C major. The featured oboist is Heather
Baxter, Assistant Principal Oboe of the Omaha Sym-
phony. Thomas Kluge, Principal Viola of the Omaha
Symphony, will conduct the chamber orchestra.

This FREE concert is on Thursday evening, February
5, at 7:00 p.m. Invite a friend to join you for this
magnificent Mozart concert.

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Don Metzger — Worship&Music@pcoc.us

A SPIRIT OF MISSION

Director of Music & Executive
= Director of Vesper Concerts
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5

The Mission Committee Mailbox

The Mission Committee would like to share with you
some of the mail we receive every month from the
organizations which are the grateful recipients of
your generosity. Below are the latest thank you notes
we have received:

-Rev. Jeanie Shaw, Stewardship Officer for
the PCUSA Office of Stewardship & Funds Develop-
ment, thanks you for your donation 0f$1,820.00

Siena Francis House Servers Needed
Sunday, January 11
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the
2nd Sunday of every month at Siena
Francis House. We need at least 6
volunteers. Please consider giving
your time to this mission. Questions?
Contact Keith Allen.

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up
page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at Siena
Francis House.

Mission Committee Moderator:
Keith Allen — Mission@pcoc.us

—
Agape for All
Concludes
Another Year

Agape for All co-hosted
an important Town Hall meeting December 11th on
Affordable Housing. In the midst of the Advent Sea-
son, we think about Mary and Joseph traveling and
seeking shelter in which to give birth to their son. We
don’t know much about their permanent housing but
we are able to imagine the struggle they faced in
finding temporary shelter that was “safe and afforda-
ble” as they traveled to “be enrolled”, counted, in the
Roman census.

Church of the Cross is part of a small, informal coali-
tion of churches called the Omaha Faith Coalition.
Last April our Coalition sponsored a screening of the
documentary, “Divisible” which outlines the history
and status of redlining in Omaha. Redlining through-

- out the forties and fifties, along with other discrimi-

natory practices, contributed significantly to the
housing disparity that remains today in our city. The
issue of affordable housing has received more media
attention lately and is now a top priority of the cur-
rent mayor, Mayor John Ewing, so it seemed like an
appropriate follow up to the film.

(Continued on Page 8)
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A

SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont.

The Town Hall drew a hundred or so people
interested in learning more about the housing
situation in Omaha and the invited panel provided
an excellent outline of the challenges being faced
and the solutions being sought. Important facts
included:

e The housing shortage is real. Statewide,
Nebraska has shortage of more than 45,000
affordable and available units for renters at or
below the poverty line.

e In 2013 units renting for under $1,000 made up
63% of the market, compared to the equivalent
housing today making up only 46% of the
market.

e Fewer people today are able to buy homes and
build equity or generational wealth as we see
home prices soar while wages, especially lower
wages are stagnating.

Greg Paskach, the Housing Manager for the City of
Omaha, brought many of those statistics down to
the local level.

e The eviction rate in Omabha is the highest
eviction rate in the state (43.4 per 1,000 renters)
threatening the livelihood of renters and often
leading to homelessness.

e Inflation of rent prices now places 48% of
Omabha renters in a “cost-burdened” category,
making it difficult to pay their rent while also
putting food on the table, clothing their family
and paying all necessary bills.

Mayor Ewing has created 7 Task Forces to Quickly
address the current shortage situation and with the
generous help from the Lozier Foundation will put
$40 million dollars to work in 2026, rather than the
previously proposed timeline of 2032. There are
efforts under way in both North and South Omaha,
there are some state and local policy changes that
will be proposed to help better utilize these dollars,
and there was encouragement for all of us to get
involved by attending hearings, writing
policymakers and letting our interest be known.

It was exciting to learn more about the relatively
new nonprofit, Front Porch Investments, which is a
key partner with the City in distributing funds to
local housing initiatives. Executive Director, Jody
Holston outlined their mission of closing a
significant gap in affordable housing in Omaha and
Council Bluffs. There are several sources of federal
funding utilized in this effort in addition to the local
dollars. You may want to visit their website at

https://frontporchinvestments.org to learn more and
get involved with their work.

The Presbytery of the Missouri River Valley also
contributed funds to sponsor this event. [ am proud
to be a Presbyterian, demonstrating concern and
commitment to improving conditions for those
among us who are less fortunate. I am grateful to
the Mission Budget at Presbyterian Church of the
Cross, which supports the Agape efforts in so many
small and important ways. In addition to supporting
these events and the occasional honorarium we give
to the nonprofits who share their knowledge and
hospitality with us, we concluded the year with
some special year-end donations to:
e The Malcolm X Foundation
o The Great Plains Black History Museum
e The Center for Immigrant and Refugee
Advancement (CIRA), and
e Omaha Welcomes the Stranger
In the coming year, we hope to identify a few more
hands on opportunities for involvement through
volunteer work. In the meantime, please find
individual moments to connect with, support and
demonstrate Agape love to our wider community,
finding large and small ways to embody charity and
compassion throughout the year.

The Future of
Affordable Housing in Omaha
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS n_

Active Minds in January

Active Minds will resume 1:30-4:00
every Tuesday, starting Jan 13,
2026. We will play Dominoes and
Sequence in January.

PCOC Book Group
on January 21

PCOC Book Group will meet
January 21 in The Courtyard Room
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to review The Frozen River
by Ariel Lawhon . All readers are welcome!
Questions? Contact Charlotte Hubbard.

) Heartland Hope

Heartland Hope Mission
January 2

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry
schedule to distribute grocery and hygiene items to
the clients they serve is on Fridays from 12:30 - 3
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O location,
you may volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the
South and West Omaha locations.

Please contact John Bennett if you are interested in
volunteering or have any questions at (402) 618-
6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank you for
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission.

Tai Chi/ Music and Movement
Winter Schedule

Monday/ Thursday classes for Music and
Movement and Tai Chi will begin on Monday,
January 5, 2026! We meet only on days when
students are in the classroom and busses
are running. That means that streets should be safe
enough for us to have our classes too. Of course,
you make the final decision whether you are
comfortable to drive with weather situation. We do
NOT meet when classes are remote or there is a late
start of school classes.

Please note one temporary change in January
and February for Music and Music. We will NOT
have a 9:00am class - only an 11:00am class,
following Tai Chi at 10:00am. Class numbers are

always down in cold weather, especially in the early
morning, and we will have a better chance with
driving and temperature at the later class. If we get
too crowded, we will change back to our two-class
schedule. So the new winter schedule for our
morning activities are as follows:

Monday and Thursday Mornings
10:00 am - Tai Chi with Paula Allen
11:00am - Music and Movement with Betty Baddley

Wishing you all a beautifully restful holiday season,
and we look forward to our work together in the new
year. January always starts with New Year's
Resolutions, and we welcome anyone who has not
experienced our classes to come and be part of our
efforts to stay active and healthy. The door is always
open for you to come and see if our classes work for
you. And, best of all, WE HAVE FUN! Come and
see for yourself!!!

Betty Baddley - Music and Movement
Paula Allen - Tai Chi

Presbyterian Men Continental
Breakfast January 24

Presbyterian Men invite you to
join us on January 24th at 9:00
for a special continental
breakfast event featuring our
distinguished guest speaker Dr.
Michael J. Paulus, Jr.,
University Librarian, Creighton
University, who has authored three books about
Artificial Intelligence. Join us for insightful
conversation and fellowship as Dr. Paulus shares his
expertise on the impact of Artificial Intelligence in
today’s world, its benefits, dangers and ethical
concerns. Sign up early at the Information Desk as
seating is limited.

[

PRESBYTERIAN MEN

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:
Brenda Graumann and Earlene Uhrig —
Membership@pcoc.us

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:
Linda Miller— CongregationalLife@pcoc.us
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_ﬂ DEACONS DECEMBER UPDATE

Happy New Year from your Deacons!
Submitted by Carla Fritz

Happy New Year from the Deacons. Before we get
too far into New Year’s business let me recap the
long standing, beloved PCOC tradition that is the
Advent Dinner. The Advent Dinner was a great
success again in 2025. Andrew Ebert chaired the
committee. Jerry and Renee Cornett organized a
delicious meal consisting of roast beef, roasted
potatoes, green beans, and salad. The committee
enlisted all available Deacons to assist in every
aspect from setting tables, serving drinks as well as

_ﬂ OUR CHURCH FAMILY

all the cleanup. We served approximately 235
people. Although this is primarily a Deacons
committee service to the church, many committees
have a role in getting everything in place, so thank
you to Buildings and Grounds, Congregational
Life, Membership, Finance, Presbyterian Men,
Mission, Worship and Music, Finance and the
Communication team. The left over food was
delivered to Sienna Francis House.

Looking ahead Spring will be here and the
Deacons will be hosting a Senior Recognition
Brunch for the high school seniors at PCOC.
Seniors and Parents, watch your mail for more
information

Confirmation Christmas Party

The confirmands and their mentors met for an evening
of fun and games, a delicious dinner, and lots and lots
of laughter. Here they are with their photo booth

props.

il

Cofnmunion Class for 3ré| Graders

We are pleased to invite your children to participate in
our Communion Class to learn about the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper. The class will take place on
Wednesday, January 7 from 6 — 8 p.m. and is specifi-
cally for children in the 3rd grade and any older chil-
dren that haven’t had a chance to take the class. The
policy of the Presbyterian Church allows all children
who are baptized to receive communion. We offer this
class to help our children understand what the Lord’s

Supper means to us as Christians and to allow a forum
for their questions. We ask that parents participate
with us in this learning experience. Childcare will be
provided for younger siblings. We will begin in Fel-
lowship Hall with a pizza dinner, then we will split
into learning stations, and finally end in the sanctuary.
If your 3rd Grader would like to participate in this
year’s class, please register by January 1. Contact
Heather with any questions.

Please contact the office if you would like to help.
Currently, the first, fourth, and fifth Sunday’s have
teams. We could use your help.

Next New Member Discussion
January 18, 2026

Do you know someone who is looking for a church
home? Invite them to visit this month — Advent at
Church of the Cross is a wonderful time of year to
show off what our church has to offer! Our next New
Member Discussion will be on Sunday, January 18,
2026 after the worship service. The discussion will
last about an hour, and a light lunch will be provided.

Scan our QR code to sign up
online or call the church office
to register!
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont. n_

1/1  Linda Dobry, Nolan Hopp, Chris Voss,
CJ Collins-Durant

1/2  Barbara Haar-Rightmyer, Dick Kelley,
Nancy Koehler, Dan Olson,
Linnea Wilkinson Graalfs

1/3  Gene Pugh, Meg Whaley

1/4  Conlin Grady, Janey Miller

1/5 Kim Banat, Liz Breci, June Karges,
Josh Murray, Cindy Nisley

1/6 Andrew Ebert, Fred Crum

1/7 Keith Allen, Heather Berry,
Diane Holubeck, Tim Johnson,
Blake Kahler, Diane Kratz,
Madisyn Spielman

1/8 Quinn McFadden, Jeff Quine,
Ann Schmidt, Marilyn Willis

1/9 Megan Davelaar, Bob Hoisington,
Ryan Kort, Sharon Sievers

1/10  Andrew Berry

1/11  Jennifer Arnold, Sheri Cunningham,
Matt McFadden

1/12  Linda Bauer, Aurora Quartoroli

1/13 Sam McClain, Katie Rock

1/14  Evelyn Aziamoe, Gail Hille,
Danial Holdren

1/15  Taylor Jacobsen, Dwight Peterson,
Max Rieke, Carol Sorensen

1/16  Brad Dittman, Stephanie Voss

1/17  John Broderick, Emmie Fuller,
Launie Lambert, Arlene Meester

1/18  Franny Bartling, Sharon Marvin-Igel,
Lois Morris, Sharon Rich

1/20  Alta Empkey, Charlotte Thiessen

1/21  Michael Anderson, William Davey

1/23  Amy Ellis, Mary Beth Gust

1/24  Kaitlynn Evers, Joan Miles, Josephine Tot

1/25  Quinn McGuire

1/26  Becky Bianchi

1/27  Spencer Kussman, Marissa Mathia,
Hadley McDaniel, Tyler Zimmerman

1/28 Peg Hiles, Anne Laws, Rose Lippincott,
Jessa Sherlock

1/30 Jonathan Fritz, Edward Huff, Jr.

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466

Thanksgiving Baskets for

Completely Kids
submitted by Gayle Kerr-McFadden

On November 24, the PCOC Mission Committee
delivered 75 Thanksgiving baskets to Completely
Kids using the funds from the annual Thanksgiving
offering. Neatly packaged in a reusable grocery
bag, our “baskets” included a 5-1b. bag of potatoes,
a 16-count package of dinner rolls, a box of
stuffing, 2 cans of corn, 2 cans of green beans, and
a large jar of gravy. We also provided a $20 Hy
Vee gift card to be used to purchase meat and other
perishable items for the holiday meal. Completely
Kids distributed the bags to their neediest families
on the evening of Nov. 26.

School holiday breaks such as Thanksgiving have a
true impact on needy children. Completely Kids
was among the first charitable organizations in
Omaha to recognize the reality of food insecurity
for children. When kids are not in school, this
insecurity is most dire, with many kids not having
much, if anything, to eat until they return to school
where food programs are available on Monday.
Each week, Completely Kids serves over 1300
families with weekend food bags for kids. Our
Thanksgiving baskets were a small supplement to
this weekly food distribution, but PCOC ensured
that 75 families had a happier Thanksgiving with
food to carry them through the long weekend.
Thank you for supporting this annual mission
effort.

In need of prayer?
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are
shared only with members of the prayer team.

Prayer Team Coordinators:
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or
Judy Arms
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Next Cross Currents Deadline is:
Third Friday of the month

January 16, 2026

Cross Currents Church Office: For general church information/requests/inquiries, contact the
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