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Welcome to Our New Elders & Deacons! Elders 

 

The annual Congregational Meeting was held on January 25, 2026. Election of 
these church officers was held at that time.   

 
Ash Wednesday — February 18  

 

You’re invited to a meaningful service with the imposition of 
ashes. The service will begin in the Sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. 

following Cornerstone dinner. The Service will also be 
available on Livestream, with a video recording after.  

 

 
Lenten Study 2026 -  

The Third Day, Living the Resurrection  
 

Presbyterian  
Church of the Cross  

1517 S. 114
th

 Street 
Omaha, NE 68144 

 

Phone: 
(402)333-7466  

 

Fax:  
(402)697-9084 

 

Email: 
churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

 

Website:  
churchofthecrossomaha.org 

Newsletter for Febraury 2026  

Elders  
 

Rob Bailey 
Adrian Hinz 

Mike Howland 
Margaret Knight 

Ed Leach 
Mark Mathia 

Carol Sorensen 
Libby Whitlow 

 

Deacons  
 

Alena Bennett 
Kristine Gasko 
Kathy Gross 

Kristin Johnson 
Emily Justice 
Kathy Leach 
Brad Miner 

Nan Sibbernsen 

 

Nominating  
Committee  

 

Larry Frederickson 
Neal Hubbard 
Tina Morgan 
Anne Wattles  

 

Alternates 
 

Tim Graumann  
Sue Thomas  

One of our most meaningful church-
wide activities is starting soon – The 
Lenten Study! Small groups will begin 
a 6-week study on February 22 and end 
on Palm Sunday, March 29. Groups 
will meet on Sundays at 10 a.m., 
Mondays at 1:30 p.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Tom Berlin’s 
book, The Third Day, Living the 
Resurrection, has been chosen as this 
year’s study.   
The Lenten Study is a great oppor-
tunity to get to know others in our 
church family while preparing for  

Easter. We hope you will join us!  
Register online or at the Information 
Desk by February 1. 
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Life After Rock 
 

First of all, yes, there is life after Rock.  We are all 
grateful for the gifts of service, fellowship and joy-
ful camaraderie that Rock has shared with PCOC in 
his many years of serving the Lord here.   
 
Now, post-Rock, our life around here will be differ-
ent, but our life together will go on.  But not without 
some challenges, which, I suppose, we’ll be discov-
ering how to surmount as time rolls on.   
 
I offer you this little article, which I have been hold-
ing onto for some time.  Of course, Rock hasn’t 
passed away; he’s just retired and moved across the 
country to be Cooper’s Grandpa, which, of course, 
no one can begrudge.   
 
But now, in Rock’s absence, hopefully, you’ll get 
the gist of what this little “obituary” is pointing out 
to us. 
 

Obituary 
 

“Our church was saddened to learn this week of the 
death of one of our most valued members, Someone 
Else.  Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will 
be difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many 
years and for every one of those years, Someone did 
far more than a normal person's share of the work. 
Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or 
a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone's 
list, "Let Someone Else do it." Whenever leadership 
was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to 
for inspiration as well as results; "Someone Else can 
work with that group."  It was common knowledge 
that Someone Else was among the most generous 
givers in our church. Whenever there was a financial 
need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would 
make up the difference.  Someone Else was a won-
derful person; sometimes appearing superhuman. 
Were the truth known, everybody expected too 
much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone!  
We wonder what we are going to do.  Someone Else 
left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going 
to follow it? Who is going to do the things Someone 
Else did?  When you are asked to help this year, re-
member -- we can't depend on Someone Else any-
more.” 
 
So, I’m just wondering, when you see needs in our 
church, or are asked to help out, or are wondering 
how you can pitch in, how will you follow Rock’s 
example?  Will you be a new Someone Else? 

Your pastor and friend,   
 Marshall Zieman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Bible Studies  
 

The Tuesday Bible Studies will has resumed and is 
currently studying 1 & 2 Peter. Newcomers are al-
ways welcome; just bring your favorite Bible and 
join us in the classroom in the Welcome Center at 
either 7:00 (men) or 1:00 (everyone).  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
Marshall Zieman 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 1  
marshall@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR  

 
Choose a Sunday to Help! 

 

If you are looking for a way 
to serve the church, please  
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can 
now sign up online for  
individual Sundays.  
 
Questions? Contact  
Mary Ott or Mary Lynn  
Bennett 
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The Communications Task 
Force Turns Committee! 

 

With our new church officers just having been 
voted in on January 25, I am pleased to announce 
that our Communications task force has blossomed 
into a session-approved and healthily budgeted 
committee! This is an exciting time and an 
important development for Presbyterian Church of 
the Cross. With our ever-increasingly digital world 
affecting the day-to-day of just about all things, it’s 
vital that we maintain an up-to-date version of who 
our is church in online form. It’s only going to 
become more important (it won’t become 
“everything” but it will continue to become 
increasingly relevant for us). 
 

I say this because so much has changed – while 
word-of-mouth still remains a tremendous and 
critical force in bringing in new members to our 
church, how someone “introduces” themselves to 
the church is rarely an immediate, in-person 
exchange anymore: most frequently, it’s become a 
process of  people combing over our website; 
exploring our social media presence; and watching 
multiple services before they ever walk in the door. 
The online version of Church of the Cross is 
increasingly becoming our first impression, our 
greeting, our handshake. We all know how much 
those things matter. 
 

Maintaining a robust online presence, in particular 
the quality of our service streaming opportunities, 
is also vital in terms of our ability to serve our at-
home members who can no longer make it in to 
experience church worship alongside us. Part of 
what I have done with my ministry over the past 
couple months is visit some of our at-home 
members to gain their feedback on experience with 
participating in worship exclusively through the 
online medium. Part of the reason I started doing 
this was because I was struck by how many gifts 
the deacons distributed to our at-home members in 
2025: 70. That’s roughly 10% of our church. The 
growth and expansion of the communications 
committee will help us to continue to be faithful 
stewards to our brothers and sisters who cannot 
make to it church in-person. That’s a great thing. 
 

Moving forward we are excited to explore adding 
new cameras, giving those at home new ways to 
view and experience worship. We are excited to 
continue to develop our website, making sure that 
we are leaders in that field in our state and our 

presbytery (as the largest PC USA church we feel 
there is a responsibility to lead the way). We are 
excited to continue to compile, analyze, interpret, 
and implement the data we continue to gain from 
social media (we have grown exponentially in that 
sector). And we are excited to someday send God’s 
Geek Squad out into the field (a “someday” 
ministry of the communications committee in 
which we would go to those who are having 
technical issues streaming the service at home and 
help them troubleshoot or even replace equipment). 
 

As you can see, there is so much to be excited 
about. Our task-force-now-committee abides by our 
self-created mantra, “stay hungry, not greedy,” we 
are guided by the Great Commission of Matthew in 
terms of being scripturally based, and we are rooted 
in the three most frequently cited reasons for 
people joining this church – traditional worship, 
hospitality, and excellent music. With those values 
at the core, and an openness to see what God is 
calling us to do in this ever-changing world, we 
feel like we are in a position to both serve and 
succeed. We are excited to go full steam ahead and 
hope that you all are excited as well! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Care Connections provides a personally 
tailored relationship with a fellow church 
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate 
individuals can provide confidential support to 
help you navigate major life events.  
 
Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office 
for more information about this program or to 
request a Cross Care provider. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Joshua Garry 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2 
josh@pcoc.us 

A WORD FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
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The View from My Office  
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2026 
 

Many of you may think that continual change will 
slow down now that Rock is moving to 
Washington, however, you are in for a 
surprise! There are many irons in the fire that 
will continue to be stoked throughout the 
upcoming year. 
 
FIRST, a new pulpit has been designed for 
our sanctuary. There are many new aspects of 
this design that will be of value to speakers.  
 
The new pulpit design includes a zero-entry 
feature for all speakers. Everyone will be able 
to access the pulpit without fear of falling 

over or off a 
step. 
 
An adjustable 
lectern top and a 
flexible 
microphone will be 
easily adapted for 
speakers. There 
will be room for 
two people to stand 
side-by-side as 

speakers. And best of all, the pulpit will be lighter 
and easier to move than our current pulpit when the 
need arises. 
 
This custom-design pulpit is currently being 
constructed and should arrive soon. 
 
SECOND, on the forefront is the construction and 
installation of a new metal cross for Church of the 
Cross’ circle drive island. A few years back the 
wooden structure that had been reinforced and re-
set gave up against one of the straight-line 
windstorms.  
 
Our hope is that a metal construction design that is 
installed professionally will hold up to Nebraska’s 
weather.  Again, this should be in place within the 
next couple of months.  
 
Both projects have been in the work for the past 
year. Both projects are being funded from our Gift 

and Memorial assets. Both projects should be in 
place for many years to come. 
 
FINALLY, I would like to add my sincere thanks 
to everyone who played a part in planning and 

implementing my retirement 
celebration in January. It 
was a wonderful event and 
hopefully enjoyed by 
everyone.  
 
Lunch was delicious. The 
table decorations were one-
of-a-kind. The program was 
exemplary. The special 
video from Pastor Christine 
was a treat as well as a 
surprise. Thanks to all the 
speakers and for my new 
“Ghostbuster’s” t-shirt.   
 
Anna’s and my contact 

information is updated in Shelby, and we look 
forward to hearing from each of you!  THANKS 
AGAIN! 
 
Grace and peace.  

 
 
 
 
 

Promoted to RETIRED and PROFESSIONAL 
GRANDPA! 

 

Finance Committee Moderator:  
Jeff Friesen  
 
Building and Grounds Committee Moderator:  
Josh Murray  

Rock Sumner  
Retired and Professional 
Grandpa 
rock@pcoc.us 

BUSINESS UPDATES  
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Communion Class  
for 3rd Graders 

 

Ten of our third graders, along with their parents, 
met on a Wednesday evening to learn about the  
sacrament of communion. It was a fun evening, with 
a pizza dinner, crafts, singing, and learning with 
Pastor Marshall. The Sunday following the class the 
students were able to take their first communion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Study Begins February 22 
 

There is still time to register for the Lenten Study. 
There are classes on Sundays at 10 a.m. and Tues-
days at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Forms are available at the 
Information Desk, or you sign up on our church 
website. Don’t miss out – sign up today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Scholarships Available  
 

Camp scholarships are available for children and 
youth that attend Camp Calvin Crest. To be  
considered for a scholarship, please fill out the form 
located on our church website before paying for 
camp. Also let Calvin Crest know that you have  
applied for a camp scholarship. Calvin Crest will 
contact Heather to verify the scholarship amount. 
The CE Committee determines the amount and  
frequency of scholarships per camper. Heather will 
notify the parents of the amount of the awarded 
scholarship. PCOC will send payment directly to 
Calvin Crest. The scholarship amount will be  
deducted from the total cost of the camp. Parents are 
responsible for paying the remaining balance. We 
encourage you to take advantage of this resource.  

 
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS  

Important Dates to Remember 
February 22  Lenten Study Begins 
April 4  Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m.  
April 12  Confirmation Sunday 
May 3  Youth Sunday   
June 16-19   Art & Music Camp,  

 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
July 7-9  Vacation Bible School,  

 9 a.m. - Noon 

 

CE Committee Moderator: Kathryn Vint  
 

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, and John Stalnaker  
 

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, Lisa 
Luke, and Piper Smith  

Heather Berry 
Director of Christian Education 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 2  
heather@pcoc.us 

Kaitlynn with the 
banner she made.  
 

Brody and Pastor 
Marshall after his 
first communion. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONS NEWS Cont.  

Vesper Concerts presents “Mozart 
Masterpieces” on February 5  

Save the Date!    
 

Enjoy an evening of all Mozart compositions per-
formed by some of Omaha’s best musicians, including 
a 30-piece chamber orchestra. Among the evening’s 
repertoire is Mozart’s famed Oboe Concerto in C ma-
jor. The featured oboist is Heather Baxter, Assistant 
Principal Oboe of the Omaha Symphony. Thomas 
Kluge, Principal Viola of the Omaha Symphony, will 
conduct the chamber orchestra.  
This FREE concert is on Thursday evening, February 
5, at 7:00 p.m. Invite a friend to join you for this mag-
nificent Mozart concert. 
 

We are Seeking a  
Wedding Liaison  

 

We are looking for a helpful person 
for the position of Wedding Liaison. 
This important person attends the re-
hearsal (usually the night before the 
wedding) and works with the couple 
to make sure everything goes 
smoothly the day of the wedding. 

The Wedding Liaison handles arrangements for build-
ing needs and access, setup, flower delivery, and dec-
orating. The position includes a stipend. We typically 
have no more than a couple of weddings each year, so 
the time commitment is minimal. If you are interested, 
please contact Kristi Treu at kristi@pcoc.  

 

Easter Flower Order Forms  
Coming Soon! 

 
It seems too soon, doesn’t it? 
Easter is a bit earlier this year, on 
April 5. We will begin taking 
orders for Easter flowers on Feb-
ruary 16. Watch for information 
in the bulletin about flower vari-
eties and prices, and how to 
place your order. 

 

 

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:  
Don Metzger  

MUSIC NOTES  

Kristi Treu 
Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts 
(402)333-7466 Ext. 5 

Save the Date!   
Vacation Bible School  

Tuesday – Thursday,  
July 7 – 9 

9 a.m. to Noon 
4 years – 5th grade (completed) 

Kids will become Challengers, gearing up for frosty 
games, snowy surprises, and hands-on-lessons about 
resilience and faith. Guided daily by Ollie the Arctic 
Seal, who is reporting on the events, Challengers 
aren’t just playing games; they learn to draw strength 
from their faith through powerful 
stories of courage and hope.  
Registration is coming soon!  
 
 
 

 

Summer Youth Mission Trips 
Our junior high and senior high youth groups travel 
out of state every summer for their summer mission 
trips. Our JHF group will be traveling to Des Moines, 
Iowa on Friday, June 26 and returning home on Sun-
day, June 28. Our SHF group will be traveling to 
Newaygo, Michigan and staying at Camp Henry, 
Sunday, June 7—Saturday, June13. 
Registration forms were mailed home and available 
online. Deadline for registering is March 1.  
If you have any questions, please contact Heather.  
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2/1  Bidong Tot, Kaiden Kort  
2/2  Bernice Hall, Kathryn Lewis, Arlin Kiel, 
 Kevin Wetuski, Ericka Felstead,  
 Karen Traynowicz  
2/3  Nancy Hamil  
2/5  Michaela Kalkwarf, Brady Luke,  
 Amelia Vint, Augustus Vint  
2/6  William Harrison  
2/7  Holli Wright  
2/8  Rodney Whorlow  
2/10  Judy Bruce, Jackson Cunningham  
2/11  Belinda Greiner, Sarah Mooney  
2/12  Haley Allen-Mendick, Keith Engelmann, 
 Jackson Kussman, Annie Bougger, 
 Elizabeth Murray  
2/13  Peggy Johnson, Lauren Ballou,  
 Noah McClain  
2/15  Richard Bowen, Stan Hale, Doug Rathman, 
 Gayle Hoybook  
2/16  Art Morse, Bridget Buda, Anthony Billings, 
 Josh Garry 
2/17  Jim Spielman  
2/19  Ardell Penney, Michelle Kwaw,  
 Brooklyn Spielman  
2/20  Tyler Falcone, Kiana Sekle, Eric Haas  
2/21  Jenna Cunningham  
2/22  Bev Koch, Sally Hanley, Elissa Hamill  
2/23  Mark Spielman, Dodie Bellus, Judy Recer  
2/24  Dennis Kaiser  
2/25  Steven Schmidt, Brenda Graumann,  
 Rae Hale  
2/26  Michelle Boesen, Heather Obregon  
2/27  Tim Jerry  
2/28  Sarah Frederickson, Linda Matson,  
 Joshua Obregon  
 

In need of prayer?  
Submit a prayer request online. All requests are 
shared only with members of the prayer team. 
 

Prayer Team Coordinators:  
Julie Buehler prayerteam@pcoc.us or  
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Night Gourmets  
on February 13 

 

Mike Howland, Linda Matson, & 
Toni Craig invite you all to come 
celebrate an early Valentine’s 
Day dinner with great food and 
great company at Casio’s Steakhouse!  Mark your 
calendars for 6:00 p.m., Friday, February 13.  We 
must pay with one check; so when you sign up, 
designate your entrees, combine your meal costs, 
and write a check to Mike Howland for that 
amount.  A sign-up sheet with menu options and 
prices will be at the PCOC Information Desk in the 
Welcome Center along with an envelope for your 
payment.  Prices listed fully include all taxes and 
tips.  We will have four yummy entrees to select 
from.  An individual tab cash bar will also be 
available.  Your hosts will provide a special 
Valentine’s Day dessert.  Casio’s is located at 1620 
S 10th Street, Omaha, NE.  The last day to sign up 
will be Sunday, February 8 after the 11:10 service.    
See or call Mike or Linda with any questions.   
 

Meet people and serve 
the Church. New 

Ushers are needed! 
 

Ushers are the welcoming face 
of our church when people first 
walk in the doors. Ushers are 
passionate about Presbyterian 
Church of the Cross and helping those who come to 
worship have a positive experience. It all starts with 
a smile, a warm handshake, and a bulletin. We are 
looking for people to join an usher team one 
Sunday a month, especially since we have several 
long time ushers retiring in April/May. If you 
would like to be a part of an usher team, a 
substitute, or have questions, please contact Mary 
Lynn Bennett.  

OUR CHURCH FAMILY Cont.  

 

Reminder: Call the church office when you or a 
family member is hospitalized. 402-333-7466 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS/EVENTS  

 

Membership Committee Co-Moderators:  
Brenda Graumann  and Earlene  
 

Congregational Life Committee Moderator:  
Linda Miller 

Active Minds in February  
 

Active Minds will be playing two 
card games in February that are 
familiar to many.  We will review 
Spades one week and Hearts the 
next.  We have patient teachers if you have never 
played these card games.  Lower Level Great 
Room, Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00.  Join us when your 
schedule allows.  Contact:  Earlene Uhrig 
 

 

PCOC Book Group  
on February 11 

 

PCOC Book Group will meet 
February 18 in The Courtyard Room from 5:15 to 
6:30 p.m. to review Black Woods, Blue Sky by 
Eowyn Ivey. All readers are welcome! Questions? 
Contact Charlotte Hubbard. 
 

 

Heartland Hope Mission  
February 6  

 

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry 
schedule to distribute grocery and hygiene items to 
the clients they serve is on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the 
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O location, 
you may volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All 
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the 
South and West Omaha locations. 
 

Please contact John Bennett if you are  interested in 
volunteering or have any questions at (402) 618-
6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank you for 
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission. 

 

 
49ERS on February 3  

 

Our speaker for February will 
be Terry Anderson. Terry 
Anderson is a Nebraska born 

and bred farm boy who headed to the city as soon 
as he could (but still shares ownership of the 
family's Century Farm). Since then, he spent a 
career in newsrooms and also performed with a 
men's group from his church for about 10 years. 
Now in retirement, he finds himself as a 
professional usher at many metro Omaha concert 
and sports venues. And he is kept very busy with 

church leadership, neighborhood groups, social 
media and grandchildren. He could speak on just 
about any topic, because we all know that 
journalists think they have to know everything. The 
lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 
11:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome, whether or not 
you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  We 
will order from a special menu.  For reservations or 
questions, please contact Mary Ott, 402-201-4103, 
or Judy Sundberg, 402-333-6981.  We also have a 
sign-up sheet at the Information 
Center. 
 

Presbyterian Men 
February 21 

 

Presbyterian Men invites you to 
join us February 21 at 9:00 am 
for a continental breakfast and 
motivational program in the Welcome Center 
featuring guest speaker Keith Holt.  Keith is a 
nephew of Jim Chapin, one of our own.  He will 
speak about how his passions for hiking and 
running have unexpectedly blossomed later in 
life.  These inspirational activities have enriched his 
friendships and allowed him to conquer challenges 
he never expected.  Keith will share stories and 
learnings from hiking rim-to-rim in the Grand 
Canyon, climbing several 14,000-foot mountains in 
Colorado, and running distances he never 
imagined.  Please sign-up to attend this 
inspirational event at the Information Desk by 
Sunday, February 15th.  Contact Jon 
Boomgaarden with questions.  
 

Presbyterian Women on 
February 5  

 

Presbyterian Women are back on 
schedule meeting the first Thursday of 
the month on February 5. We meet at 9:30 am in 
the Courtyard classroom and all women at Church 
of the Cross are invited to join us. This month as 
we continue in the Dale and Sandy Larsen Bible 
study from Images of the Spirit, we will read John 
14: 15-27. Jacquie Kluck will lead us in Lesson 5 
"Counselor" as we discover more about the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. We hope you will come study 
with us. If you have questions, call Cindy Nisley. 
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Deacons January Update! 
Submitted by Carla Fritz 

 

As we’ve headed into the New Year, the Deacons 
have been hard at work in our Church. We’ve had 
several funeral luncheons that were successful, as 

well as hard at work with our continued outreach. .  
 

Coming soon, The Deacons blood drive will be 
Sunday, March 1 in the lower level Great Room. 

Help us reach our goal of registering 25 donors. 
You can sign up online at redcross.org. Walk-ins 
are available as space allows for the day. We 

encourage everyone to register ahead of time. 

 

Looking ahead, Spring will be here and the 
Deacons will be hosting a Senior Recognition 
Brunch for the high school seniors at PCOC. 
Seniors and Parents, watch your mail for more 

information! 

DEACONS UPDATE  

SPIRIT OF MISSION  

Agape for All,  
Book Review  
by Ann Pearson 

 All Blood Runs Red: The Legendary 

Life of Eugene Bullard—Boxer, Pi-
lot, Soldier, Spy.   

By Phil Keith and Tom Clavin 
 

This book is being placed in the 
Agape section of the library in loving memory of Bob 
Reisser. Bob was a B17 pilot in WWII.  Eugene Bullard 
(the subject of this book) was a fighter pilot in WWI and 
WWII. These were the planes that protected the big 
B17’s as they flew their bombing missions across Eu-
rope. Bob used to call them “our little buddies.” 
 

As indicated in the title, this is the story of an extraordi-
nary human being. Eugene Bullard was born into slavery 
in Georgia to a Black father and a Cherokee Indian 
mother. He was the youngest of seven children. 
 

Eugene had heard so many wonderful stories about 
France that he wanted to live there. At the age of 12 he 
ran away from home and with his own amazing tenacity, 
courage, and ingenuity he made it to France within a few 
years. 
 

When he got there, boxing had become a very popular 
sport in Paris. Since he turned out to be an excellent 
boxer, he supported himself like this for a while. He 
found that in France there was very little, if any, racism 
so he could easily pursue this career. He came to love 
living in France, especially Paris.  

 After the war he returned to the U.S., continued 
to box and considered starting a business. But opportuni-

ties in the U. S. were much more limited for people of 
color. 
When WWI reared its ugly head, Bullard gratefully vol-
unteered for military service where he was trained as a 
fighter pilot. These were the protective “little buddies” 
of the bigger planes that flew the bombing missions. In 
spite of numerous injuries, he survived the war. 
 

Unfortunately, WWII interfered and again he volun-
teered to be of active service in the military. This time 
he was part of the French Underground. When his 
friends from WWI found he had returned for WWII, 
they were delighted.  
 

Then, having survived two wars, he returned to the Unit-
ed States where he wanted to find his two beloved 
daughters he had left behind in the care of a friend. 
 

Upon returning to the U.S., he discovered that little 
about racism had changed. In spite of being well known 
and much loved as a hero of two wars in France, he was 
deliberately ignored here. Not only was he forbidden to 
attend gatherings of his beloved Paris American Legion 
Post (he went anyway), he was beaten by police because 
he was too close to a park watching a concert. 
As time went on, he continued to be ignored and held 
jobs like elevator attendant. Fortunately, with great joy, 
he was able to be reunited with his daughters. 
 

In another moment of personal victory, (1959) General 
Charles de Gaulle made a special visit to New York City 
and, in a special ceremony, made him a Chevalier of the 
French Legion of Honor. Along with this honor, de 
Gaulle gave him a very warm embrace. 
 

We have so much to learn, Ann Pearson 
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SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont.  

The Mission Committee Mailbox  
 

The Mission Committee would like to share with you 
some of the mail we receive every month from the 
organizations which are the grateful recipients of 
your generosity. Below are the latest thank you notes 
we have received: 
 

 --Siena Francis House thanks you for your 
generosity, which helped them to serve over 3,000 
individuals in 2025.         
-Saving Grace Perishable Food Rescue thanks you for 
your donation.  Your generosity helps Saving Grace 
rescue and deliver fresh, nourishing food all year 
long. 
 -Tara Williamson, Sarpy County CASA, 
thanks you for your incredibly generous gift of 
$7,656.19, which will play a vital role in helping 
them advance their mission and will make a meaning-
ful difference in the lives of the children they 
serve.  Your contribution supported their Holiday 
Giving Drive and provided gifts for 99 children. 
 -Toba Cohen Dunning, Executive Director of 
the Omaha Public Schools Foundation, thanks you 
for your gift of $10,761.64, which was given to the 
following elementary schools: Bancroft, Integrated 
Learning Program, King, Sherman and Walnut Hill. 
 -In a thank you note from Calvin Crest, Exec-
utive Director Craig Huffman thanks you for your 
donation of $10,940.  Craig writes, “As we come to 
the close of another year, I am forever grateful for the 
ways that you show up to join the mission and minis-
try of this place.” 
 -The Center for Immigrant and Refugee Ad-
vancement thanks you for your $1,000 donation, 
which will help immigrant and refugee families gain 
critical support when they need it most. 
-Juliet Summers, Executive Director, Voices for Chil-
dren in Nebraska, thanks you for your generous dona-
tion of $10.000 so they can continue to champion 
policies that make Nebraska a better place for kids to 
grow up. 
 -Heartland Hope Mission thanks you for your 
contribution of $930 to provide working poor fami-
lies with groceries and for the $1,700 for their New & 
Expecting Parents’ Program.  Chelsea SaIifou, CEO, 
wanted to take a moment to sincerely thank Presby-
terian Church of the Cross for the role you played in 
our Christmas distribution this past season. Because 
of your partnership, approximately 8,400 children 
were able to experience the joy, hope, and dignity of 
Christmas, many during a time when their families 
were facing incredible hardship. 

 -Carla Rizzo, Chief Executive Office, Com-
pletely Kids, thanks you for your generous donation 
of $2,000 which will help families build brighter fu-
tures. 
 -CASA for Douglas County thanks you for 
your donation of $2,581.19, which gives a child in 
foster care a voice.  Executive Director Kimberly C. 
Barnes writes that your your donation “helps us 
coach, empower and inspire volunteer advocates to 
improve the lives of abused and neglected children.”  
 -Habitat for Humanity thanks you for your 
$5,000 donation which is an investment in affordable 
homeownership.  
 -Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging thanks 
you for your $1,000 donation to their Meals on 
Wheels program. 
 -HELP Medical Equipment Rental & Long-
Term Care Planning thanks you for your $2,000 do-
nation so they can reach out to and assist those in 
need of medical equipment and/or long-term care. 

  
 

Siena Francis House Servers Needed  
Sunday, February 8 

4:15 to 6:15 p.m. 
 

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 
2nd Sunday of every month at Si-
ena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please consider 
giving your time to this mission. 

Questions? Contact Keith Allen. 
 

Scan our QR code to access the church online sign up 
page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at Siena 
Francis House.  
 

Bingo and Soup with  
SHF and The 49’ers 

The senior high youth group 
would like to invite the 49’ers to 
an evening of food and fun! Join 
SHF on Sunday, February 22, 
from 5 – 7 p.m. for Soup and Bin-
go. Please let us know you’re com-
ing by signing up on the sheet at the Information 
Desk in the Welcome Center or by registering online. 
If you have any questions, please contact Heather. 
We hope to see you there! 

 

Mission Committee Moderator:  
Keith Allen  
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Agape For All Starts the New Year at 
The Durham Museum in March  

 

On Saturday morning, March 7th , we will kick off 
our New Year of learning and exploring with an 
exhibit coming to the Durham Museum. They are 
bringing in The Negro Motorist Green Book. This 
powerful exhibit offers an immersive look at the 
reality of travel for African Americans in mid-
century American and how the annual guide served 
as an indispensable resource for the nation’s rising 
African American middle class. The exhibit was 
created by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service and Omaha is fortunate to have 
it on our schedule. 
 

We will have a guided, 30-minute tour of the 
exhibit at 10:00 a.m. After the tour, folks can either 
have an opportunity to visit the rest of the museum 
or gather for conversation and a cup of coffee or a 
sweet treat in the soda fountain area. 
Some of you may have seen the 2019 movie called 
The Green book or read a copy of the Green Book. 
Ann Pearson, our wonderful Agape book reviewer, 
will provide a review of the book in our March 
Cross Currents and make a copy available in the 
Agape section of the library for those who would 
like a more in-depth perspective after the tour. 
I have also invited our friends at St. Luke United 
Methodist Church to join us for this tour. They are 
on a similar journey to open their hearts and minds 
to the various corners of our community and 
history. We have worked with them to host the 
larger events at the Omaha Conservatory of Music 
and they joined us for North Omaha visits a couple 
of years ago. This also ensures we will have a group 
large enough to warrant the guided tour. 
 

The cost of the exhibit tour is $13.00 per person. 
You can pay me that day. With cash or a check 
made out the Church of the Cross. This includes 
access to the rest of the museum afterwards. If folks 
want to carpool, we will leave the church parking 

lot at 9:30. We will plan on being back at the church 
around noon. 
 

Please sign up online or at the 
Information Desk and indicate if you 
would like to carpool. The deadline 
to sign up is March 1.  If you have 
questions, please contact Kathy 
Mooore at mooreomaha@yahoo.com or 402-880-
3844.  We hope you will be able to join us. 
 

PCOC Library Spotlight  
Submitted by Ardys Hansum  

 
Karen Kingsbury Books  

 
Welcome to Bloomington, Indiana, 
and into the world of the Baxter 
Family series by Karen Kingsbury. 
This family is headed by Dr. John 
Baxter and his wife, Elizabeth, who 

have four daughters and one son. They are friends 
with the Flanagan family with two teenage children 
and three younger boys adopted from Haiti. In this 
series of 22 books, other townspeople and friends 
are interwoven throughout the plots. These two 
Christian families experience wonderful times 
together with picnics on the lake, fishing, cheering 
on the local high school football team, with some of 
their children also involved in the Christian Kids 
Theater group in town. There is even exposure to 
dancing in musicals on Broadway and experiencing 
the star-studded life of actors in Hollywood. 
However, the plots also include trials: out-of-
wedlock births, abortion, divorce, mental illness 
and suicide, aging with memory problems, alcohol 
and drug addiction, handicapped children, death of 
spouse, a horrible accident, search for a long-lost 
child, and even a stalker involving murder. Through 
them all, the families maintain their faith in God. 
Within the 22 titles, there are five specific smaller 
series: Redemption, First Born, Sunrise, Above-the-
Line, and the Bailey Flanagan series. All of them 
are arranged on the library shelf in the correct order 
with labels on the front covers. Reading them in 
chronological order gives optimum enjoyment. 
Kingsbury is a best selling New York Times 
Christian author of more than 100 titles. The library 
has seven of her stand-alone books, as well. All her 
books can be found in the adult fiction section 
under the K’s.  
 
 
 

SPIRIT OF MISSION Cont.  



 

Cross Currents 
 

The Cross Currents is  
published monthly by the  

Presbyterian  
Church of the Cross,  

1517 South 114th Street,  
Omaha NE 68144-1799 

 

Church Office: For general church information/requests/inquiries, contact the 
church office. Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us or phone: (402)333-7466  
 

Communications: Christian Fritz  
communications@pcoc.us  
For Cross Currents and Bulletin announcements, church website updates, Zoom 
meeting invites, or other communications needs, please contact Christian. 
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February 20, 2026 

We would also like to honor our Deacons and Elders  
that have completed their 3 year terms.   

Elders 
 

Keith Allen 
Renee Cornett 

Brenda Graumann 
Tammy Holdren 

Linda Miller 
Josh Murray 

Mary Ott 
Roger Utman 

 

Deacons 
 

Holly Baddley 
Sue Barger 

Betsy Conway 
Toni Craig 

Andrew Ebert 
Kristine Gasko 

Chris Voss 


