Welcome to Worship
Sunday, March 1, 2026

PRESBYTERIAN
Church of the Cross 9:00 and 11:10 a.m.

Gathering in God’s Name

Prelude I Want Jesus to Walk with Me Lynn Petersen
As the prelude begins, you are invited to begin your personal preparation for worship.

Silent Meditation
Disturb us, Lord, when
We are too well pleased with ourselves,

SECOND SUNDAY IN

When our dreams have come true

Because we have dreamed too little, L ent

When we arrived safely

Because we sailed too close to the shore.
-attributed to Sir Francis Drake

Call to Worship based on Psalm 121
L lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.
Let us worship God.

Praise and Adoration

*Opening Hymn #187 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY TUNE
(*Please stand, if you are able)

Confession and Pardon

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Generous God, we confess that sometimes we can stand in your way. You wish for us to walk down a
certain path, and we choose another. You wish for us to speak certain words of healing or hope to
another person, and we stay silent. You wish for us to look at a challenging issue through your eyes,
and we adamantly stay focused with our own gaze. Forgive us, O Lord, and change our hearts.
Transform us into the people that you desire for us to be, in the name of Christ, our Lord.



Silent Prayers of Confession and Petition

Kyrie Eleison #575 Lord, Have Mercy upon Us KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on__ us. Christ, have mer-cy up - on__ us; Lord, havemer -cy up - on__  us.

Assurance of Pardon

*Hymn #702 Christ Be Beside Me BUNESSAN

*Welcome

Announcements

Fellowship of Prayer

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Anthem Childhood Hymn (9:00) David R. Holsinger
Depth of Mercy (11:10) David Rasbach
Proclamation of God’s Word
Scripture Lesson John 3: 1-17 page 863 of the pew Bible
Sermon “Don’t Miss the Ocean” Dr. Zieman
Our Response to God’s Word
*Affirmation of Faith from The Confession of Belhar, South Africa, 1986

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire
human family. We believe ... that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a
variety of ways;

in that we love one another;

that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another;

that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one

another.



*Sanctus (#569) Holy, Holy, Holy SANCTUS (Oliver)
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Ho-y, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, Godofpowerandmight, heav-en andearth are full of your glo-ry, Ho - san-na in the higlest.
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Blest is the Omne who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high-est
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Come Thou Fount (9:00) arr. Dava F. Everson
Resignation (11:10) Charles Callahan
*Doxology (#608) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow PRAISE GOD (Hopson)
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise Christ, all  peo-ple here be - low;
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praise Ho-ly Spir-it ev - er - more; praise Tri-une God, whom we a - dore

*Prayer of Dedication
We return these gifts to you and relinquish our control over them, O God, that you may use them

beyond us, beyond this place, and beyond self-interest - that your love may abound in the flourishing
of every living thing you have entrusted to us. Amen.

*Hymn of Dedication #264 At the Name of Jesus KING’S WESTON
*Charge and Benediction

Postlude Postlude on an Original Antiphon Christopher Uehlein



Serving in Ministry Today
Liturgist Charlotte Hubbard, elder on the Worship and Music Committee

Music 9:00  Trinity Brass; Mark Kanitz, organ
11:10  Alleluia Singers; Mark Kanitz, organ

Childcare Ministry Kari Bernet, Chelsea Spielman, Tami Lancaster

Ushers 9:00 David Berry, Captain; Brad Burch, Tim & Dawn Zimmerman, Cheri Carpenter

11:10  Jim Chapin, Captain; Doug & Kim Reid, Inga Wagner, Kim Banat, Aaron Fettig
Greeters 9:00 North Door: Sue Meusey Welcome Center Door: Judy Thomas

11:10 North Door: Bidong Tot Welcome Center Door: Tim Jerry
Information Center 9:00 Kathy Nickel 11:10 Nancy Koehler
Coffee Host Carla Fritz

Staff

Rev. Marshall Zieman, D. Min.  Pastor, Head of Staff marshall@pcoc.us
Rev. Joshua Garry, M.Div. Associate Pastor josh@pcoc.us
Kristi Treu, M.A. Music Director of Music, Executive Director Vesper Concerts kristi@pcoc.us
Heather Berry Christian Education Director heather@pcoc.us
Mimi Bauer Financial Administrator mimi@pcoc.us
Gary Marron Facilities Manager gmarron.51@outlook.com
Annika Shaw Office Administrator, Community Engagement  churchofthecross@pcoc.us
Christian Fritz Communications Coordinator communications@pcoc.us
Mark Kanitz Organist mark@pcoc.us
Rev. Kirk Ryckman, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus

Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 S. 114t Street — Omaha, NE 68144-1799
Phone: (402)333-7466 | Fax: (402)697-9084 | Email: churchofthecross@pcoc.us | Website: churchofthecrossomaha.org
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PRESBYTERIAN

Church of the Cross

n.

The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 1
9:00 Worship
10:00 Coffee Fellowship, Sunday School, and

Lenten Study Groups
11:10 Worship
5:00 SHF Escape Room
Monday, March 2
9:00 Music and Movement

10:00 Tai Chi
11:00 Music and Movement

6:00 Worship & Music Committee Meeting
6:30 Building and Grounds Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 3

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
9:30 Staff Meeting

11:30 49ers

1:00 Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study

1:30 Active Minds

4:00 Congregational Life Committee Meeting
Wednesday, March 4

5:15 Children’s and Credo Choirs
5:50 Chamber Singers

6:00 Cornerstone Dinner

6:30 Confirmation Class

6:50 Alleluia Singers

Thursday, March 5
9:00 Music and Movement
9:30 Presbyterian Women Bible Study

10:00 Tai Chi
11:00 Music and Movement
6:00 Bell Rehearsal

Friday, March 6
9:30 GO SOLO Coffee and Conversation

Sunday, March 8 — Daylight Savings Time begins!

9:00 Worship

10:00 Coffee Fellowship, Sunday School and
Lenten Study Groups

11:10 Worship

11-3 Caring and Sharing at Don and Millie’s

4:15 Siena Francis House

4:45 Youth Bible Study with Pastor Marshall

Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.
Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m.
Office Hours: 9:00 to 4:30 Monday-Friday

Announcements
For the week of March 1, 2026

Joys and Concerns. The chancel flowers this morning are given
by Don & Shron Igel with their wishes for everyone’s good
health!

PCOC Blood Drive is Today
The Deacons Health and Wellness
Committee is sponsoring a Red Cross

AMERICA
RED CRO

BLOOD DRI

blood drive today from 8:00 - 2:00 in the lower-level Great Room.
If you haven't signed up, walk-ins are welcome, based on
availability. Head down to the Great Room and talk with one of
our deacons at the desk.

The Lenten Study Continues! The Lenten Study began last
Sunday and the groups meet in various classrooms. If you have
not yet picked up your books/packets, you can find them on the
table in the Lobby. Room assignments are listed on the wall. If
you did not register and would like to participate, join the group
that meets in the Courtyard Classroom. If you have any
questions, please contact Heather.

Easter Flower Sign Up. The Easter Flower sign-up is available
online or forms are available at the Information Desk. You can
also call the church office. The deadline is March 31 and payment
must accompany the order.

Go SOLO "First Friday" Coffee and Conversation will be this
week-- March 6 at 9:30 am. Meet in the Welcome Center, Hearth
Room. Open to all, no registration needed. See you there!

Daylight Savings Time Soon to Begin
Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour
next Saturday night so you won’t be late to
church next Sunday.

MARCH 8

Active Minds in March. Active Minds will be
playing Spades all of March. This group is drop-
in when your schedule allows. Lower Level
Great Room, Tuesdays, 1:30-4:00 pm. We have
very patient teachers if you have not played this
card game. Contact: Earlene Uhrig.




Lego Kits for Families

Do you and your kids enjoy playing with Legos? Looking for simple, hands-on activities to help your family
explore Lent together? Heather has you covered! Lego Kits are designed to make learning about Lent fun and
easy. Kits were handed out during Sunday School. If your family didn’t receive a kit, just see Heather.

Give to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). OGHS is the single largest way that
Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. This special
offering enables us to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world
by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the .
poor and oppressed. Our Sunday School children received their Gracie fish banks. During Lent, children are
encouraged to fill up their banks, and bring them back to church on Easter Sunday, April 5.

Chancel Flowers. Many spots remain for chancel flowers for 2026! A signup sheet is available at the Information
Center or you can call the church office, 402-333-7466. The cost is $25.00. This is an excellent way to celebrate a
special event or honor someone special.

Summer Youth Mission Trips Deadline is Today!

Our junior high and senior high youth groups travel out of state every summer for their summer mission trips.
Our JHF group will be traveling to Des Moines, Iowa on Friday, June 26 and returning home on Sunday, June
28. Our SHF group will be traveling to Newaygo, Michigan and staying at Camp Henry, June 7 -13. Registration
forms were mailed home and available online. Deadline for registering is March 1. If you have any questions,

please contact Heather.

Bake Sale Success!
The JHF Bake Sale was a sweet success! We collected $1,277.65! Thanks once again for supporting our youth!

The Tuesday Bible Studies are at 7:00am and 1:00pm. The Bible Studies continue with our study of 1 Peter.

Matching Grant for Lexington, NE offered by our Mission Committee

Many of you will have read or heard about the dire situation happening in Lexington, NE with
the closing of the Tyson plant. Many, many people who have been laid off are struggling with
rent, grocery and heating expenses. While this has not garnered nearly the headlines like a
flood or tornado, for the Lexington community and for this state, it is a real disaster. Your
Mission Committee has authorized up to $4,000 in matching funds to support the work of local non-profit
organizations (via the Lexington Community Foundation) who are there in Lexington trying to meet the day-
to-day needs of these laid-off workers until they can find work or relocate. If you would like to contribute,
please make your donation to PCOC with "Lexington relief" in the comments or memo section.

49ers Meet this Tuesday, March 3

Our program for Tuesday, March 3, 2026, will be Mike McKnight. Mike is a Lincoln native

and 1977 graduate of the College of Journalism at UNL. Mike has 48 years of reporting

experience at WOWT, including 29 years as State Bureau Chief. Mike has won numerous

awards including Nebraska Associated Press Investigative and General News honors. Mike is a two-time
winner of the Radio Television News Directors Regional award for investigative reporting. The lunch location
is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, at 11:30 a.m. Every one is welcome, whether or not you are 49, younger or
older, come join us! We will order from a special menu. For reservations or questions, please contact Mary Ott,
or Judy Sundberg. We also have a sign-up sheet at the Information Center.

ers



Presbyterian Women on March 5
Ve Whether/Weather it is winter or spring the Presbyterian Women will gather March 5 at 9:30am in
?A N the Courtyard classroom. Charlene Weyand will lead us in Lesson 6 “Advocate” from our Bible
== study Images of the Spirit as described in Romans 8: 26-27. We will discover how the Holy Spirit
PRESBYTERIAN speaks up or acts on our behalf. All Presbyterian women are invited to join us. Should you have
questions, please contact Cindy Nisley.

Heartland Hope Mission March 6

Heartlar.ld Hope Mission's W?st Omaha pantry distributes grocery—hygiene items Y(Hearﬂand Hope
to the clients they serve on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 pm. If you would like to volunteer

to stock the pantry on Saturday morning at the West O location, you may volunteer from 9:30 - 11:30 am. All
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the South and West Omaha locations. Please contact John Bennett
if you are volunteering or have any questions. Thank you for generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission.

» B Agape for All Tour of The Greenbook Exhibit at The Durham Museum Sat. March 7.
A The Negro Motorist Green Book exhibit offers an immersive look at the reality of travel for

African Americans in mid-century American. We will have a guided, 30-minute tour of
the exhibit at 10:00 a.m. After the tour, folks can either have an opportunity to visit the rest of the museum or
gather for conversation and a cup of coffee or a sweet treat in the soda fountain area. The cost of the tour is
$13.00 per person, including access to the rest of the museum. You can pay Kathy Moore that day. If folks want
to carpool, we will leave the church parking lot at 9:30. Plan on being back at the church around noon. You Sign
up online or at the information desk. Sign up deadline is March 1.

A Siena Francis House Servers Needed — Sunday, March 8
From 4:15 to 6:15 p.m., PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of every month at Siena
Francis House. We need at least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time to this mission.
semmgrpe e QUIESHONS? Contact Keith Allen.

Friday Night Gourmets March 13
“OPA!” Friday Night Gourmets will meet next on March 13 at The Greek Islands, 3821 Center l{/%
St. (402-346-1528). Social Time is at 6:30 pm and Dinner at 7:00 pm. We will be ordering from a »

party menu. A copy of the menu is available with the Sign-up Sheet at the Information Desk. ~ FRIDAY NIGHT
Please sign up by Sunday, March 8. Hosts are Bob/Penny Dehner and Curt Field/ Launie ;
Lambert. Any Questions? Contact Curt or Launie Join us for an evening of Fun and Flaming
Saganaki (Cheese)! Everyone is welcome!

Easter Egg Hunt Candy Donations. We are accepting donations of individually wrapped candy for
our annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 19. Look for the plastic tote by the Information Desk to drop /s
off your donations.

Vesper Concerts presents ArcoStrum on March 15

Lauded as a winner—and Audience Prize recipient—of the 2023 Concert Artists Guild
Victor Elmaleh Competition in New York and the first-ever violin-guitar duo to win the
competition in its 70+ year history, ArcoStrum consists of three-time international First
Prize-winning violinist Strauss Shi and TY Zhang, the Grand Prize winner of the Guitar
Foundation of America-International Concert Competition. You can hear ArcoStrum at
a FREE concert on Sunday afternoon, March 15, at 3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.

Digital Safety Class for Parents and Children on March 18



The Smart Gen Society at Lutheran Family Services helps parents and caregivers protect their family’s
wellbeing, safety, and privacy in today’s every-changing digital world. From a child’s first exposure to
technology to navigating teen screen time and social media use, our parent programming equips you with the
tools to set healthy boundaries and build strong digital habits at home. This class is presented on Wednesday,
March 18. Come to the last Cornerstone dinner at 6:00 p.m., then the class is from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Register
Online by March 11.

PCOC Book Group Meets on March 18

Our Book Group meets next on March 18 in The Courtyard Room from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.
to review Black Woods, Blue Sky by Eowyn Ivey. All readers are welcome! Questions?
Contact Charlotte Hubbard.

GALS on March 21
Join GALS on March 21 at 10:00 a.m. for a guided class to make a moss fairy terrarium in G ALS

Fellowship Hall! It will be a creative morning of learning and fellowship. Please feel free to bring
a snack to share if you so wish. The cost is $35 to cover the cost of materials and instructors;
however, please contact Staci Voss to inquire about available scholarships. Sign Up Deadline is

growing
& loving
servants

March 7, to ensure materials are purchased for attendees.

Calvin Crest Enrollment is Open!

Hey Parents, guess what?! Camp Calvin Crest is open for 2026 summer enrollment! What a great way to get
your child out of the house (and your hair) for up to a week to experience God’s love in community and nature.
There are camps for all ages - from completing first grade all the way through high school; even employment
opportunities for your college student! Have younger children? Come experience camp with your entire family
at Family Camp weekend! Check out calvincrest.camp for more information. Camp scholarships are available.
See Heather for more information before registering.

Presbyterian Men invite you to join us on Saturday, March 28 at 9:00am for a continental breakfast and program
in the Welcome Center. Our featured speaker is Greg Combs, Director of Production & Strategy at the Omaha
Community Playhouse (OCP) and former Vice President at Walt Disney Imagineering (WDI). He will speak
about how the Omaha Community Playhouse (OCP) operates and what goes into producing live theatrical
productions, as well as sharing how growing up at the Playhouse led to his career with Disney — and the similarity
between the world of theater and the world of Disney theme parks. Please sign up to attend this fabulous, one-
of-a-kind presentation at the Information Desk by Sunday, March 22nd. Invite someone to attend with
you. Thanks to Lloyd Meyer for coordinating this activity. Contact Jon Boomgaarden with questions.

Registration Open for Miracle Baseball League
Many of you are familiar with the AllPlay Miracle League located in Seymour Smith Park .-I\
for children, youth and adults with intellectual and physical disabilities to have the . P L Ay

opportunity to play baseball. Registration is now open for the summer Two Rivers Miracle E)_|,/

League at the First Interstate SportsPlex. The Miracle League removes the barriers that

keep children with intellectual and physical disabilities off the baseball field and let’s them

experience the joy of America’s favorite pastime. The cost is FREE. Season: 6-8 week regular schedule (May-June)
Divisions: Ages 5-12 and Ages 13-adults. Registration is now open at ElkhornAthletics.org/ baseball/two-rivers-
miracle-league/ This is a wonderful opportunity! The Boys Town Pediatrics Adaptive Sports Field will come to
life with inclusive baseball games designed to help participants learn the sport, build confidence and create
lasting friendships.



