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Church of the Cross

Maundy Thursday April 2 at 7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday is a service to remember the 
new commandment that Christ gave us to love 
one another. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper, 
remembering the meal Christ shared with his 
disciples before his death. During this Tenebrae 
service, the lights in the Sanctuary are gradually 

extinguished as we remember the events that led Jesus to the 
cross to cancel our sins. 

Good Friday Service April 3 at 7 p.m.

The Alleluia and Chamber Singers, together 
with professional soloists and instrumentalists, 
will present “Love Unknown,” a collection of 
anthems and hymns that focus on Christ’s 
sacrifice. Repertoire includes “Adagio in G 
Minor” by Tomaso Albinoni, several 

movements of Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem, A poignant 
setting of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” by Philip Stopford, and 
a new orchestral work by Dave Gardner, “Crucifixus,” which 
paints the scenes of Jesus’ journey to the cross. The work 
features trumpet soloist Jason Johnson.

Easter Sunday April 5 
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:10 a.m.

Attend one of our joyous celebrations on 
Easter morning!The tomb is empty and 
Christ Is Risen, Indeed! Join your voice with 
the happy chorus of choir and brass in 

praising God through traditional hymns and anthems in the 
midst of Easter lilies and flowers. A Fancy Fellowship will 
be held between services. Please bring fruit, sweet breads, 
coffee cakes, and anything you would enjoy having during 
the Coffee Fellowship Hour.  Make sure that everything is 
precut and your container is labeled so it can easily be 
returned.(No Sunday School-youth activities Easter Sunday.) 
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Marshall Zieman

Tuesday Bible Studies

A Year of Confirmation

Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 x 1
marshall@pcoc.us

Your pastor and friend,

The Tuesday Bible Studies will be studying the 
mysterious little book of 2 Peter in April.  
Newcomers are always welcome; just bring 
your favorite Bible and join us in the classroom 
in the Welcome Center at either 7:00 am (men) 
or 1:00 pm (everyone).

Each year, the arrival of Easter also ushers in the 
conclusion of another important event – the end of 
a year of the Confirmation Class.  Confirmation 
Sunday is always the Sunday after Easter, when 
this year’s class of Confirmands will help to lead 
worship and take their vows of membership, 
officially joining the ranks of PCOC.  

We began our Wednesday night classes last fall, 
and for 20 weeks this group of 9 eight graders have 
faithfully shown up to learn more about their faith 
and their church.  To say, “there is never a dull 
moment” would be an understatement!  This group 
of 5 girls and 4 boys have come back each 
Wednesday, homework in hand, with tons of 
questions and tons of energy.  Our class usually 
meets in the library, but we’ve also traversed the 
entire church campus, getting acquainted will all 
the rooms and grounds and all the history of 
PCOC.  Sometimes we began class by helping to 
clean up after the Cornerstone dinner, and I would 
say this group of 9 are energetic and fast workers.  

I, for one, already have great hopes for the Class of 
2030.  This group of 9 is dependable, inquisitive, 
kind, and fun to be around.  My hope for them is 
that completing the Class is only the first step 
towards really plugging into the youth group and 
our church.  I believe they have a lot to offer our 
congregation and their respective schools as they 
enter high school next year.  

To Gage, Haidyn, Carrigan, Noah, Amelia, Kate, 
Dmitri, Grace, and Crosby – thanks for a great year 
together.  I’m proud of each of you.  You’re going 
to be great, and you’re already great now.  Keep on 
being you, keep on working on your faith, and keep 
on showing up to youth group and worship.  Your 
whole church will be celebrating with you on 
Confirmation Sunday! 
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Associate Pastor
Josh Garry
(402)333-7466 x 2
josh@pcoc.us

Meditations from a Mission to 
the Baltic in February and March

A Word from Our Associate Pastor

How are you going to let this change your life? 
This was the question I asked Jean Waters, Ethan 
Bennett, and Alena Bennett, as we sat across from 
each other reflecting on all that we had just 
encountered on our mission trip together. 
A week before, we had just walked through the ice 
and snow in the forests of eastern Poland, less than 
20 miles from the Belarussian border – a stone’s 
throw from a country we are forbidden to enter – 
with the people from Egala, who continue to give 
everything they can just to keep others from dying 
in the woods that are a part of their hometown’s 
community forest. A few days before, we had just 
broken bread and shared coffee with a few new 
friends from Ukraine. We sat there and listened to 
them as they told us about their hopes for the 
future, for their country and their families and 
themselves – how they want to play a real, tangible, 
active role in making the world a better, safer, more 
stable place. And we are listened to them say this 
all the while their families remain in Ukraine. Right 
before we left, we went to the Hill of Crosses: a 
holy pilgrimage site for the Lithuanian people; one-
part historical revelry for the miraculous healing of 
a little girl; one-part non-violent resistance to the 
armed Soviet military aggressors who wanted to 
dismantle Christianity in their communities. We 
were on our way there, taking a break from our 
peace conference, when someone announced on the 
loudspeaker that we had just gone to war with Iran. 
That’s just the tip of the iceberg in terms of things 
we saw and experienced on that trip, and it’s a lot to 
filter and work through. As we went around our 
group of four, the others insightfully answering the 
question above, I realized that so many times my 
own processing of mission (whether it was building 
houses in the desert in Mexico or studying Human 
Trafficking in Cambodia) has generally had two 
facets to it: there are lessons or impacts that are 
clear or immediate; there are lessons or impacts that 
are immediately unclear, and will probably take the 
rest of my life to continue to unpack. And perhaps 
not so coyly, that’s why I asked them the question – 
because I think any time you go on a mission, if 

you haven’t discovered something new about the 
world and yourself, about God and the Truth, then 
the work isn’t done. And scripture urges us to 
participate in such things out in the world. We’ve 
been working through the Gospel of John this Lent. 
We would do well to remember Jesus’ experiential 
Words when he calls the disciples – “Come and 
see.” Echoing that sentiment, Matthew reminds us 
that we’re supposed to “go therefore” without 
boundaries. Because when we do, we follow “the 
Way and the Truth and the Life” and we grow in 
Spirit. One of the memories, one of the lessons, that 
struck me the most was the bus ride back from the 
Hill of Crosses. We had just encountered a sacred 
and holy place. We were all still processing the new 
war in Iran. And yet on the way back, the 
Ukrainians announced that we were all going to 
take over the bus’s loudspeaker and sing songs the 
whole way back. What an incredible decision. Here 
was a group of young people, their homeland at risk 
of being erased off the map; their language, their 
culture, their families in jeopardy. Here was a group 
of young people, who mere hours before learned of 
yet another war breaking out – knowing full well 
from personal experience exactly what another war 
means – and of all the ways they could have 
responded… they chose joy. Courageous joy. 
Unbelievable. I don’t know about you, friends, but 
I’m not sure if that’s who I would be, or even could 
be, in that situation. I don’t know what I would 
choose if I was them. But I can tell you from 
having been on that bus, that’s who I want to be. 
And I hope that in the coming days, and weeks, and 
years we can find it in ourselves to at least want to 
be those kinds of Christians. The kind that chooses 
courageous joy, even in the darkest of hours. May 
you find that kind of resilient joy.



May Baskets
Do you have a special woman in your life that 
deserves to be pampered? Of course you do! Not sure 
what to get her? Well, look no further, because SHF is 
assembling baskets just in time for Mother’s Day. The 
silent auction begins on April 5 and bidding ends on 
May 3. Come by the Lobby to find the perfect gift for 
the woman in your life. You’ll be notified right after 
late church on May 3 if you win. As always, thanks 
for your support! 

Vacation Bible School 
July 7 – 9
9 a.m. - Noon
Register online now!

Why Vacation Bible School?

But let me state something I learned that first summer 
that I had not ever thought of: VBS is the best excuse 
a parent (or grandparent) ever had to spend a whole 
week interacting with your own kids in a fun, busy, 
creative, and spiritual environment. You’ll have fun 
alongside your kids, meet other church parents and 
kids, and learn about Jesus together. At the end of the 
week, you’ll feel like you’ve accomplished 
something – and you’ll have a good memory to share 
with your kids forever. I’ve known moms (and dads) 
who have taken a week off work to be there with their 
kids. I’ve known grandmas (and grandpas) who have 
selfishly loved just being with their own grandkids 
having fun in church. I’ve seen teenagers gain 
confidence by being looked up to as heroes. We felt 
like we all grew together. When your family chooses 
to miss VBS, you might be missing more than you 
realize. Maybe VBS conflicts with another summer 
camp, or with your vacation plans. Or maybe you’ll 
be tempted to drop the kids off at VBS while you 
have a week of quiet mornings at home and 
somebody else teaches them. I ask you to think twice 
before you give away that privilege. You may not 
think this now, but your kids will be grown and gone 
before you know it. The years of VBS are golden 
years. I have about 20 years of golden VBS memories 
of when I did VBS and my own kids were there, 
either as campers or counselors. “Don’t throw away 
your shot” to be in the same room with your kids 
having fun and growing in faith together.  Make a 
commitment to be part of our VBS this summer at 
PCOC, July 7-9. Get signed up now so we can plan 
for you to be part of the fun. 

Check out a sneak peek about Art Camp from Sue 
Thomas below!

by Marshall Zieman
I confess that I never attended Vacation Bible School 
until I was a young adult and was asked to help lead 
one. I truly did not know what I had missed, or what 
the true impact of a busy, crazy summer week at 
church could have on the kids, the teenagers, and the 
adults – and on me! When the last day of VBS was 
over, I was exhausted, exhilarated, and excited to 
have been part of the best week of my summer. Over 
35 years later, I still feel the same way. VBS is one 
week out of the year, one week out of your summer. 
If you’re a parent, it’s one week of relatively 
inexpensive childcare and if you work, it’s a safe, 
convenient place to drop off your kids. It’s also a 
different way to break the monotony of a long, hot 
summer, and it’s a break for you and your kids from 
the summer routine.

Christian Education News
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CE Committee Moderator: Laurie Kerr

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, & John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, 
Lisa Luke, & Piper Smith

Heather Berry
Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 x 4
heather@pcoc.us

Important Dates to Remember

April 4  Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. 
April 12 Confirmation Sunday, 
  9 & 11:10 a.m. 
April 19  Farewell Reception for 
  Chef Nickie, 10 a.m. 
April 26 Online Safety Class, 10 a.m. 
May 3  Youth Sunday, 9 & 11:10 a.m.
May 10  Sunday School ends
August 1 Garage Sale

Beauty of the Lord Class

Confirmation Sunday April 12

Online Safety for Aging Adults

Our Confirmation Class has been working hard all 
year long learning about our faith, and now is the 
time for them to officially join the church. Come 
support them in worship on Sunday, April 12 as 
they take their vows of membership. A reception 
in their honor is planned for 10:00 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. All are invited to celebrate! 

May 24 | 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary

Mark Kanitz grew up as a pastor’s kid in church 
balconies in Nebraska, Indiana, and South Dakota. 
He started piano lessons in grade school and 
started on the pipe organ in 7th grade. He was 
inspired as a youngster by all the draw knobs and 
intricate pieces of the pipe organ and loved 
congregational hymn singing while his father was 
at seminary. From then on, he knew accompanying 
service music would be his life’s mission. Mark’s 
faith life is constantly cultivated by reimagining 
hymns each Sunday. We’ve all sung these faith 
songs hundreds of times, but there may be imagery 
we haven’t seen before. Mark will take us through 
a selection of hymns and speak on ways he 
interprets them. Everyone is invited to hear more 
from Mark. Registration is not required. 

April 26
10:00 a.m.

Fellowship Hall 
Older adults face unique challenges online. Come 
learn how to keep your information safe at this 
presentation given by the Smart Gen Society, a 
division of Lutheran Family Services. 
This program provides practical training on:

�� Protecting personal data (banking, 
healthcare, identity)

�� Recognizing and avoiding online scams and 
fraud

�� Best practices for safe communication via 
email and social media

�� Caregivers are also encouraged to attend to 
learn strategies for supporting older loved 
ones in navigating digital spaces safely. 

No need to register – just show up! 
If you have any questions, please let Heather know.
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Join us on Friday, April 24, at 7:00 p.m. for “This 
Little Light of Mine,” a program of gospel songs 
and spirituals, opera arias, and art songs. Featured 
performers are two fabulous sopranos, Tiffany 
Williams (who has previously appeared on our 
series) and her friend GeDeane Graham, with 
Stacie Haneline collaborating on the piano. This 
performance will be rooted in tradition and 
overflowing with soul.

As always, the concert is FREE.

Music Notes

Join Alleluia and Chamber 
Singers, along with a 
professional chamber 
orchestra, for “Love 
Unknown,” a collection of 
anthems and hymns that 
focus on Christ’s sacrifice. 
Repertoire includes “Adagio in G Minor” by 
Tomaso Albinoni, several movements of Maurice 
Duruflé’s Requiem, A poignant setting of “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul” by Philip Stopford, and a new 
orchestral work by Dave Gardner, “Crucifixus,” 
which paints the scenes of Jesus’ journey to the 
cross. The work features trumpet soloist Jason 
Johnson. This special service will take place on 
Friday, April 3, at 7:00 p.m.

Vesper Concert 
Season Finale

Choir and Orchestra to 
Present  "Love Unknown" 

on Good Friday

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Charlotte Hubbard - Worship&Music@pcoc.us

Kristi Treu

Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts

(402)333-7466 x 4

kristi@pcoc.us
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Deacon Updates
   Submitted by Anna Flairty

The Deacons would like to thank everyone who donated blood 
during our March 1st blood drive. We had 17 donors.

This Easter, the Deacons will be delivering baskets to couples 
and individuals who are unable to attend church services, 
bringing a little joy and connection to them during the 
holiday.

Thank you for your continued support of the Deacons and our ministry!

Music Notes



Our Church Family
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In need of a prayer?

4/2  Betsy Conway, Will Morris, 
 Scott Stalnaker, Ardith Clary
4/3  Max Darling, Charlotte Kerr
4/4  Jeff Friesen, Tim Goodman
4/7  Sue Allen, Jim Chapin, Matt Darling, 
 Jeff Schiessler, Nancy Utman, 
 Nick McGrath
4/8  Sophia Buda, Charles Knight
4/9  Evalyn Mathia, Frank McMullen
4/10  Marilyn Fitch, Penny Morgan, Rita Seiler
4/11 Jim Miller, Craig Moore
4/12  Sunny Karges
4/14  Everly Lorentzen, Lucien Kebeh
4/15  Logan Voss
4/16  Erika Cornett, Jacquie Kluck
4/17 Diane Hammang, Jackson Morris
4/18  Jamie Bougger, Sue Kiel
4/19  Adalyn Spielman
4/20  Kerri Davelaar, Zachary Metzger
4/21  Matt Karges
4/22  Lily Haas
4/23  Michael Kussman, Marsha Marron, 
 Darrell Stuedemann, Judy Sundberg
4/24  Brynn Stalnaker
4/25  Sue Meusey
4/26  Moira Hopp, Meghan McClain
4/27  Paul Holubeck, Laura Linder, 
 A J Sundberg, Mike Hall
4/28  Pauline Lundgren
4/29  Paul Thomas
4/30  Timothy Harrison, Daniel Hinz, 
 Garrett Moore, Emily Murray 

As many of you know, Cornerstone 
has been blessed for over 10 years 
from the faithful service of Chef 
Nickie and her daughter Danielle, 
whose dedication, creativity, and kindness have 
nourished not only our bodies, but also our hearts. 
Many of you have enjoyed their meals! 

This is the last semester of Cornerstone that Chef 
Nickie and Danielle will be cooking for us. As this 
season of ministry ends for them, we want to gather 
to express our gratitude and send them off with 
love. 

Join us for a reception in their honor:
Sunday, April 19

10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
As part of our appreciation, we are collecting 
GIFT CARDS to present as a thank you gift. We 
encourage you to bring a gift card (from anywhere, 
for any amount) to the reception OR drop it off 
with Heather in the Church Office before April 19. 

Farewell Reception
for Chef Nickie

Reminder: Please contact the church office 
when you or a family member is hospitalized at 
churchofthecross@pcoc.us or at 402-333-7466.

Submit a prayer request via email. All requests are 
shared only with members of the Prayer Team.

Prayer Team Coordinators: Julie Buehler & Judy 
Arms - prayerteam@pcoc.us



The Mission Committee would like to share with 
you some of the mail we receive every month from 
the organizations which are the grateful recipients 
of your generosity.  Below are the latest thank you 
notes we have received:

- Heartland Hope Mission thanks you for your 
contribution of $1,262 and $265 to provide 
working poor families with groceries.

- The Presbyterian Church USA Special Offerings 
thanks you for your 2025 giving. The following 
were the offerings and your donation: Christmas 
Joy $3,048.16; One Great Hour of Sharing 
$5,419.77; Pentecost $864; and Special Offering 
$1,818. 

Sunday, April 12
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of 
every month at Siena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time 
to this mission.Questions? Contact Keith Allen.
Scan our QR code to access the church online sign 
up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at 
Siena Francis House. 

The Mission
Committee Mailbox

Siena Francis House
Servers Needed

Mission Committee Moderator:
Beth Maxwell - Mission@pcoc.us
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Our Church Family

Spirit of Mission

Teacher Appreciation 
Lunch

PCOC had another opportunity to celebrate some 
of our educators in the Omaha Public Schools for 
their dedication to educating the youth in at risk 
school districtthis past month. This is an activity 
we’ve had the privilege of sponsoring for 15+ 
years running. On Wednesday, March 11, we 
celebrated with the International Learning 
Program staff at Saratoga elementary school and 
on March 12, we followed it up with a celebration 
for the staff at Walnut Hill Elementary Principal. 
Combined, we honored 93 educators and were 
able to provide a meal prepared by Farmhouse 
Catering and dessert cookies decorated in school 
colors from Eileen’s Cookies along with a 
beverage choice of iced tea or lemonade. 

Additionally, all 93 received a Target gift card. 
Both staffs are extremely grateful for the treats 
and recognition our church provides each year. 



AGAPE for All Book Report

Agape for All Updates
Hooray for the group of thirty who went to the 
Durham Museum with us on Saturday, March 7th 

. Our docent, Monika, provided a wonderfully 
informative 30-minute tour of the Negro 
Motorist Green Book exhibit.  The exhibit offers 
an immersive look at the reality of travel for 
African Americans in mid-century American. 
Some of the interesting takeaways included:

“Negroes” were only allowed to use hotels, 
restaurants and gas stations approved for their 
use, making travel, and even day-to-day living 
very uncertain and complex.

In 1936, Victor Hugo Green, a Harlem-based 
postal worker, created the guide to help African-
American travelers safely navigate the United 
States during the Jim Crow era. He initially 
compiled the data using his own experiences 
along with information from fellow postal 
workers to identify hotels, restaurants and gas 
stations – that would serve Black people. 

The first edition of The Green Book was only 15 
pages long and focused primarily on the New 
York area. Victor Green and his wife worked 
tirelessly for the next 30 
years to find as much 
information as they could 
for inclusion. You will 
see that the copy Ann 
Pearson has put in our 
library is significantly 
longer.

Medicine River: A Story of Survival and the 
Legacy of Indian Boarding Schools

by Mary Annette Pember

If the reader is interested in well written, well 
researched, and personally experienced history, 
“Medicine River”, is an excellent choice. Mary Pember 
is a citizen of the Red Cliff Band of Wisconsin Ojibwe. 
She has been a correspondent and journalist for Native 
American issues and history since 2000. This is her first 
book. The most valuable perspective she offers is that of 
the daughter of a mother who survived the traumatic life 
at an Indian boarding school. In the 1930’s the US 
government decided that the Native Americans had to 
be assimilated into the “proper” culture of white people, 
or be annihilated. At this point every Native American 
child was forced to enroll in an Indian Boarding School 
run by nuns and other Christians. One of these children 
was Ms. Pember’s mother, Bernice, who was five-years 
old at the time. The treatment of the children was 
appalling. Among other practices were these: the 
children’s hair was cut off immediately upon arrival, a 
major violation of their cultural practices. The children 
were forbidden to speak their own language. A beating 
was likely to follow a misbehavior. They were also 
forced to take new, American names, assigned by staff. 
One of the disturbing aspects of this is that all staff 
members were nuns and Christians from other churches 
There are many photographs of the children and their 
faces reflect their misery. Many of the schools’ 
survivors lived as adults with forms of Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome, as did Bernice. This left Mary Pember 
as a “caretaker” for her mother as well as her own 
troubled childhood and adolescence. Along with her 
personal stories, the author weaves in the long and 
largely unknown political history of Native Americans. 
There were decades of laws robbing them of land and 
personal rights including laws against the practice of 
their own religion. The ultimate goal of these legal 
actions was to annihilate the Native American race. 
Fortunately for America, Native Americans managed to 
survive the determined efforts to steal their land, their 
culture, and their souls. For this we can be most 
grateful.
 We have so much to learn.
   Ann Pearson.
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The guide was published 
continuously until 1966, 
before the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act made such a 
guide less necessary.

Many cities also had 
“Sundowner Laws”, 
forbidding Black people 
from leaving a residence 
after dark.

One poster in the exhibit described a childhood 
memory saying: “For the first six or seven years in 
my life, my parents lied a lot.”  The child went on 
to recount such things as shopping trips to a 
downtown department store where she wanted to 
sit at the lunch counter and have a Coke or some 
lunch. Her parent would say, ‘The glasses are not 
clean there’ and we would go home to have a 
Coke. She had a lie for everything that would have 
demoralized me.”

There were many Nebraska locations in the Green 
Book. Last month I shared one former hotel that is 
still utilized as a multi-family residence, owned by 
Omaha native, Wesley Dacus, who grew up in the 
neighborhood and continues to live there.  It was 
originally called the Broadview Hotel and is 
located at 2060 Florence Blvd. There were many 
Nebraska locations in The Green Book and 
research indicates that 38% of the Omaha 
buildings listed are still standing in some form in 
the city.

I don’t believe I was aware of the restrictions on 
using gas stations and was impressed by the fact 
that one company, Esso Gas, went out of their way 
to serve Black customers. 

After the tour, several folks enjoyed some amazing 
sweet treats in the soda fountain. How lucky we 
were to have this traveling Smithsonian Exhibit 
come to Omaha. Do remember that Ann Pearson 

has put a copy of The Green Book in our Agape 
Library section.

I don’t have any other new tours or speakers at the 
moment, partly due to some other work I’ve been 
doing in the area of juvenile justice and partly due 
to some challenges being faced in a couple of the 
facilities I’ve reached out to. These are difficult 
times for vulnerable communities so please 
continue to reach outside of your normal, day-to-
day universe and learn what is happening in other 
parts of the city and with other populations you 
don’t encounter every day.  Thank you.

- Kathy Moore

Spirit of Mission
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Trip to Lithuania Recap

At the boarder of Poland and Belarus is the 
Bialowieza Forest: a dense, old growth, marshy 
forest. Asylum seekers are being pushed into this 
forest by Border Guard from Belarus and back by 
Polish Border Guards. PCOC church members Rev. 
Josh Garry, Ethan Bennett, Alena Bennett, and Jean 
Waters visited this forest as part of their recent 
mission trip to Poland and Lithuania. We walked 
less than a mile into the snow-covered forest on a 
service road to get near to the spot where a young 
Ethiopian asylum seeker recently died, a victim of 
the harsh conditions there. She was close to making 
it to Hajnowka, a small town outside of Bialystok, 
Poland, where she could have received 
humanitarian assistance at the hospital. Our hosts 
for this visit, Egala, an independent organization 
supporting refugees and migrants, explained that 
they would have hiked out to help this woman if 
they had known about her and been able to find her. 
Egala supplies small kits of food, water, warm 
clothing, and cell phones to help people as they 
traverse this forest. In Poland, people are often 
taken into custody and placed in hospitals or 
detention centers. Egala helps get these people 
health care and access to the legal system. Most of 
the people are coming from regions affected by 
life-threatening conditions, lack of security, and 
prolonged armed conflict. These countries include 
Syria, Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Yemen, 
Afghanistan, Sudan, Iran, Cameroon, Iraq, and 
more. We toured the house that serves as an 
operation center to supply basic humanitarian kits 
and talked to the people there. We saw the hospital 
and how Egala is working to help people get basic 

medical care, and we joined our hosts at a local 
café at about 2:30 in the afternoon for lunch. We sat 
at a large table, speaking English, about the work 
Egala is doing. There was one other table of diners. 
When the police came into the café, the people of 
Egala noticeably tensed. All that Egala is doing is 
providing humanitarian assistance, but the 
authorities are none too happy about it.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave a sermon 
when he was in Memphis to support the strike of 
the city’s sanitation workers the night before he 
was assassinated. He was talking about Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan. He likened the two 
sanitation workers who had been crushed to death 
by a malfunctioning garbage compactor to the 
“certain man” who had been beaten and robbed in 
the parable. In this case, it was not a robber, but the 
unjust system that perpetrated the crime. Dr. King 
said that the many clergy and thousands of citizens 
who stood with the strikers were seeking to be like 
the Samaritan. They came to where the man was 
and were moved with compassion. Unlike others, 
who asked themselves, what will happen to me if I 
stop and help this man, the good Samaritan 
reversed the question, If I do not stop to help this 
man, what will happen to him? We came away with 
heavy hearts for the asylum seakers and grateful 
hearts for Egala.
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After a day of travel on train and bus, we arrived in 
Klaipeda, Lithuania, for a conference at LCC 
International University: Creating Resilient 
Communities for Peace and Justice. 

This conference was attended by about 100 people 
from 27 countries across multiple continents 
including Afghanistan, Armenia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Cameroon, Canada, Croatia, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
France, Georgia, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Kazakhstan, Kurdistan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Lithuania, Netherlands, Nigeria, South Korea, 
Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, and the United States. 
(PCOC people were not the only ones from the 
U.S.A.) The conference was designed to help us 
understand how today’s interconnected and often 
conflict-prone communities can endure and 
flourish. Through plenary sessions, workshops, and 
student presentations, we explored the roles of 
business and civil society in shaping communities 
that pursue peace, justice, and social cohesion. The 
conversations were thoughtful, challenging, and 
deeply relevant to today’s realities. 

The conference also created space to pause, reflect, 
and stand together in solidarity — reminding us 
that resilience is not only discussed, but lived out 
in quiet and powerful ways. Peace happens by 
design- It takes courage, imagination and 
communities acting together in socially responsible 
ways for better systems to emerge. Peace requires 
transformation.

New friendships were formed, ideas were 
exchanged, and perspectives were broadened. As 
one speaker explained it, resilient communities are 
like a tree. The roots are the economic 
development systems, and the fruit of the tree is 
peace.  It is truly a long-term endeavor to build 
resilient communities/society, but it is the only way 
it can be successfully done.

While we learned a lot from the conference, the 
best part was meeting people, students and others, 
from many different countries, including a student 
from Iran whose family was persecuted by Isis, 
several students from Ukraine, and many people 
from neighboring regions (Georgia, Armenia, and 
others). The overriding feeling we got was one of 
hope. So many people working toward peace 
within their own spheres and however they can do 
it. It is important for us to talk about difficult things 
in order to start helping our own communities. We 
can take action, however small, to help build 
resilient and just communities. If we do not stop to 
help our neighbor, what will happen to him?

- Jean Waters

Spirit of Mission
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Many of you will have read or heard about the dire 
situation happening in Lexington, NE with the 
closing of the Tyson plant. Many, many people who 
have been laid off are struggling with rent, grocery 
and heating expenses. While this has not garnered 
nearly the headlines like a flood or tornado, for the 
Lexington community and for this state, it is a real 
disaster. Your Mission Committee has authorized 
up to $4,000 in matching funds to support the work 
of local non-profit organizations (via the Lexington 
Community Foundation) who are there in 
Lexington trying to meet the dayto-day needs of 
these laid-off workers until they can find work or 
relocate. If you would like to contribute, please 
make your donation to PCOC with "Lexington 
relief" in the comments or memo section. To date, 
we have collected over $,2,500.

Project Harmony 
Pinwheels

April is child abuse awareness month, and PCOC is 
again supporting Project Harmony’s Pinwheels for 
Prevention campaign by prominently displaying 
over 100 blue pinwheels in front of the church.
Since 2008, the blue pinwheel has been the national 
symbol for child abuse prevention. The pinwheels 
represent the great childhood that every child 
deserves, and the role we each play in providing a 
loving and supportive 
environment for the children in 
our lives.
We have a few extra 
pinwheels, so stop by the 
Information Center to grab one 
to display in your garden or a 
flowerpot at home. We also 
have pinwheel coloring sheets 
available to color and display 
in a window at home.

Registration Open for 
Miracle Baseball League!
Many of you are familiar with the AllPlay Miracle 
League located in Seymour Smith Park
for children, youth and adults with intellectual and 
physical disabilities to have the
opportunity to play baseball. Registration is now 
open for the summer Two Rivers Miracle
League at the First Interstate SportsPlex. The 
Miracle League removes the barriers that
keep children with intellectual and physical 
disabilities off the baseball field and let’s them
experience the joy of America’s favorite pastime. 
The cost is FREE. Season: 6-8 week regular
schedule (May-June) Divisions: Ages 5-12 and 
Ages 13-adults. Registration is now open at 
ElkhornAthletics.org/
baseball/two-rivers-miracle-league/ This is a 
wonderful opportunity! The Boys Town Pediatrics 
Adaptive Sports Field will come to life with 
inclusive baseball games designed to help 
participants learn the sport, build
confidence and create lasting friendships. 
Registration for AllPlay at Seymour Smith 
continues. You may register
at http://www.allplay.org. The games are on 
Saturday beginning on May 9. 

Save the Date –
Easter Egg Hunt April 4 

Bring a bucket to collect your eggs. We’ll begin 
with crafts in Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. and head 
outside for the hunt at 10:30 a.m.

Matching Grant for 
Lexington, NE



Membership Committee Co-Moderators: Trudy 
Meyer & Earlene Uhrig - Membership@pcoc.us

Congegational Life Committee Co-Moderators: 
Pam Swenson & Sue Meusey - 
CongregationalLife@pcoc.us

Fellowship Groups & Events

Active Minds in April
Active Minds Fellowship will play 
Canasta during the month of 
April. New players are always 
welcome, we will teach you!  Drop-

in when your schedule allows. Every Tuesday, 
1:30-4:00 pm, lower level Great Room. Feel free 
to join us after Bible Study. If you have a Canasta 
Basket or a card shuffler, please bring.

PCOC Book Group 
on April 15

PCOC Book Group will meet 
April 15 in The Courtyard Room 
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to review The Hamilton 
Affair  by Elizabeth Cobbs. All readers are 
welcome! Questions? Contact Charlotte Hubbard.

Heartland Hope 
Mission April 3

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry 
schedule to distribute grocery hygiene items to 
the clients they serve on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the 
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O 
location, you may volunteer9:30 - 11:30 am. All 
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the 
South and West Omaha locations. Please contact 
John Bennett if you are interested in volunteering 
or have any questions at (402) 618-6991 or 
mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank you for 
generously supporting Heartland Hope Mission.

49ERS on April 7
Our program for Tuesday, April 7 
will be Mary Lynn Bennett. Her 

presentation is entitled "Music Therapy: Powerful 
Measures for Positive Change" Music has amazing 
powers. You have probably experienced the effects 
of music throughout out your life, to lower stress, 
promote memory, or energize an otherwise dull 
occasion. Music therapy is a profession where 
music therapists use client preferred music and 
music making, as the catalyst or tool to create non 
musical change. Every age person can benefit from 
music therapy whether in a hospital neonatal unit to 
regulate preemie’s breathing, helping a child learn to 
enunciate words, encouraging a veteran with post 
traumatic stress syndrome, or keeping a person with 
Parkinson’s moving. Come hear Mary Lynn 
Bennett, MT-BC (music therapist -board certified) 
speak about the benefits of music therapy. The 
lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific Place, 
at 11:30 a.m. Every one is welcome, whether or 
not you are 49, younger or older, come join us!  
We will order from a special menu.  For 
reservations or questions, please contact Mary 
Ott, 402-201-4103, or Judy Sundberg, 402-333-
6981.  We also have a sign-up sheet at the 
Information Center.  

Presbyterian Women 
April 2

We are enjoying the first flowers of spring as the 
Presbyterian Women gather on Thursday, April 
2nd at 9:30am in the Courtyard classroom. We 
continue our Bible study with Lesson 7 
“Anointing Oil” from Images of the Spirit. Nancy 
Koehler will lead us in this lesson from 1 John 2: 
20-27. All Church of the Cross women are 
invited to join us. Let me know if 
you have any questions, Cindy 
Nisley 402-850-0889.
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"Tables for Eight" - 
Spring/Summer 
Session 2026 

The deadline for new registrations 
or making a change for the spring/summer session 
(May, June, July, and August) is April 10.  If you 
are currently in Tables for Eight as a “Regular” or a 
“Sub”, you will automatically be reassigned to a 
new group or remain a “Sub.  However, if you 
choose not to participate or want to change your 
current status,” contact Pam Otto 402 830-6375 or 
pottomt@cox.net.  New “Regular” participants or 
“Substitutes” (couples or singles) are always 
welcome to join this fellowship opportunity.  
“Tables for Eight Registration Form” is on the 
Website (www.churchofthecrossomaha.org.  

Spring Clean Up April 11

Bring your work gloves, your rakes, and your trash 
cans to help haul 
debris. Bring a smile 
and a helping hand to 
clean up our church 
lawn and keep it 
looking fresh and 
clean. Juice, coffee 
and some snacks will 
be available. 

Friday Night 
Gourmets April 10 

Friday Night Gourmets will meet 
and eat at Farmer Brown’s Steak 
House on April 10th. Restaurant 
located at 2620 River Rd Dr, Waterloo (402-779-
2353). We will be ordering off a select menu 
featuring Steak, Prime Rib, Fried Chicken,and 
Seafood—Social Time 6:30 pm, Dinner 7:00 pm. 
Sign-up sheet located at Information Desk. Please 
sign up by Sunday, April 5. Hosts: Janet Wallace, 
Linda Grohs, and Jan Steffa (602-796-2901). 
Please call Host with any questions. Everyone 
Welcome! Please join us!

GO SOLO for April
The Go SOLO fellowship group is 
for anyone wanting to know more 
people at PCOC.  Some want to 
explore Omaha and prefer 
company when they do!  Some 

want to sit and visit.  Feel free to join our email 
lists if you live alone, have a partner, or just want 
to meet other like-minded folks.

 - First Friday Coffee each month, to be on this 
email list--contact Carol Futhey  
cfuthey@outlook.com

 - Want on an email list describing the planned 
Monthly Adventures?--- contact Cherri Carpenter  
cbikerchic@hotmail.com

 - GoSolo is hosting Christian Fritz for a special 
session on mobile phone use, and specifically 
emergency contacts - how to add a contact, edit 
when necessary, and how the contact can be 
accessed by you or someone else in an emergency.
Please join us on Sunday, April 19 from 12:30-2:00 
pm, in classroom 15. A light lunch will be 
provided. Registration is required by Friday, April 
17th and you can register with Cherri Carpenter 
(email above)

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a way 
to serve the church, please 
consider filling one of our 
open usher spots. You can no 
sign up online for individual 
Sundays.

Questions? Contact Mary Ott 
or Mary Lynn Bennett
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