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As we head into the Summer Months, we move into our
Summer Schedule. This means we will have one worship
service at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, and our office hours change
to 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. We also have
fun events coming for you to check out!

Pdncake The Pancake Man is coming to PCOC and back
by popular demand, Anne Nagosky with the
(S ?“’ ), “Wild Primrose Fiddle Band” for our
'§54 entertainment and enjoyment. On June 7th
join us in Fellowship Hall for pancakes and
Bradkfagtsausage after the 10 AM worship service. The
cost is $5.00 per person and $20.00 maximum
per family. Proceeds will go to Foster Heart & Hope, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting children and
families impacted by the foster care system with essential
resources and opportunities. Join in on the fun of catching
your meal from some distance away but only if you feel
lucky and bring your appetite!

Come hear a presentation presented by our
Mission team that went to Lithuania/Poland

®= o = |ack in February in Fellowship Hall. They will
V((rrowmaotalk about the experiences and information they
learned during their time, and talk about the
peace conference they attended.

Ushers Needed _o.¢» During our Summer Months, our regular
Usher Teams are given some well
"~ deserved time off. That means we need
volunteers each Sunday to help Usher
during the Summer Months. If you have
been interested in Ushering, or would like
to help learn about Ushering, conisder volunteering for a
Sunday over the Summer. It's a great way to meet other
Church Volunteers as well!
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A Word from Our Pastor

To Everything there
is a Season.

King Solomon famously wrote, “To everything
there is a season and a time for every matter under
heaven.” For the month of June, it seems that my
time is here to rest up and heal from my recent
heart surgery. Many of you have also had your
seasons to heal and rehab. I’ve done it before with
my knees. This time it will take me a little longer,
but by the time you’re reading this, I should be
going back and forth to Methodist Hospital for
cardiac rehab therapy. Under the watchful care of
the Methodist Cardiac nurses, I’ll get my strength
back, and with my arteries flowing better, I should
feel better than ever before. I’m truly looking
forward to seeing what benefits these repairs to my
heart will bring as I endeavor to get back to full
strength.

For all your extra prayers on my behalf, I am truly
grateful and blessed. Thank you for the concern
you have shown for me, and for Becky. 1 am in
great hands with “Nurse Becky” and her vigilant
watch care over me. Between “Nurse Becky” and
“Chef Becky” I’ve got it pretty good.

I’m also grateful to our staff and for all their extra
efforts while I’ve been away. Make sure and thank
them and care for them as they shoulder a heavier
load with me out.

I hope your summer is off to a good start. If you’re
able to get away and go smell the roses, I hope you
can experience some good R & R and rejuvenation!
Or, if your summer is a busy one, I hope you can
sense God’s presence with you in the commotion!

I look forward to being back in the saddle in July
and catching up with everyone then.

Your pastor and friend,

Marsball 2iesmsn

Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 x 1
marshall@pcoc.us

Tuesday Bible Studies

The Tuesday Bible Studies will be on a hiatus
until Marshall is well enough to return.
Announcements will be made when a start date
is set. Thank you for your understanding!

, Cross ,Care
1'.3 ornidions

Cross Care Connections provides a personally
tailored relationship with a fellow church
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate
individuals can provide confidential support to
help you navigate major life events.

Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office
for more information about this program or to
request a Cross Care provider.
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A Word from Our Associate Pastor

If | have Seen Further...

While I can’t always make it, I have
enjoyed popping into Marshall’s 1pm Bible Study
on Tuesdays, now and again, over the past couple
months. As many of you know, it’s a treat. People
come and they pack the Welcome Center
Classroom; they come with all sorts of different
translations of the Bible; they come with their
different life experiences, perspectives, and beliefs.
All of this makes for not only excellent exegesis
but it also makes for the revelatory sharing of
personal history and individual faith journeying. It
has been a gift to behold that as we learn more
about the bible together, together we learn more
about each other — about how God has moved, and
continues to do so, in our lives just as God did in
the very first days of Creation and Christianity.

The effect of such a learning environment,
at least for me, remains lasting. This is evidenced
by the fact that even though the group has since
moved on to 2" Peter, and now to 1° John, I still
find myself thinking about one of the conversations
our class had regarding 1% Peter. The conversation
that I keep circling back to was about the kind of
faith Peter talks about in the beginning of his letter:
the kind that is tested by fire, the kind that knows
the suffering of the various trials experienced
throughout life. As the text was read aloud and
people began to comment, it seemed like almost
everyone in the room connected with it in an
intimate, albeit different, way.

My first thought, in terms of others’
responses, was to revel at the accessibility of the
text. People recalled their youth and young
adulthood, they recalled the middle and later
chapters of their lives. The letter resonated for
different people throughout the different decades of
their lives. It was amazing to see how deeply and
authentically people were able to connect their
lives to Peter’s prose. Watching our 21% century
brothers and sisters connect to this 1* century letter
was to witness the transmission of discipleship
across the centuries as it happened in real time.

My second thought grew out of the first
one: yes, we are connected by the Spirit, but we
are also very much separated by context. I was
struck by the fact that most, if not all, of our
audience in that classroom were not first
generation believers; we grew up with parents who

had varying degrees of faith, but faith nonetheless,
and most of us grew up “churched.” This
contrasted heavily, if not completely, with the fact
that the communities Peter wrote to were those
who not only lived outside of the Holy Land, but
would’ve been the first generations of believers.
Really consider that and let it sink in: the
recipients of this letter, the people of Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, had just
missed out on Jesus’ in-person ministry; the
recipients of this letter would have been
approached by evangelists coming from a different
country, by people who spoke a different language,
and in/through that contextual medium they came
telling them that a Jewish man named Jesus died
for their sins so that they might be forgiven of their
wrongdoings and have eternal life. That our faith
survived and blossomed under these circumstances
is nothing short of miraculous.

After these first two thoughts, what
immediately came to mind was the infamous
phrase attributed to Sir Isaac Newton, “if I have
seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of
giants.” The ultimate proof of this axiom is not in
the fact that Newton was talking about the likes of
Galileo and Descartes, but that the words
themselves were not his own: they actually belong
to 12™ Century philosopher Bernard of Chartres.
Newton, without doubt, possessed one of the
greatest minds that ever existed, and even some of
his most famous words are borrowed. And he
borrowed them because he understood their truth:
that through our relationships with others,
intentionally or not, our knowledge becomes
richer, fuller, and more realized. Friends. Our faith
is no different. As we all walk through the map of
June together, I wish you all a month filled with the
opportunity to stand on the shoulders of giants —
for moments of reflection where we can meditate
on how we got here... and how those who got us
here... can still guide us by following their
example.

Associate Pastor
Josh Garry
(402)333-7466 x 2
josh(@pcoc.us
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Christian Education News

Tuesday — Thursday
July 7-9
9 a.m. to Noon
4yrs — 5™ grade (completed)

max

For those volunteering for VBS, there will be a
short training on Sunday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m. in
Room 15. This training is for adults and youth
helpers. Staff T-shirts and curriculum folders will
be distributed. Come with questions!

We are looking for adults who are interested in
spending time with our elementary-aged children
this fall. Our Bible Explorers Sunday School
Program is a rotation-based model, so each week
the children learn about the same Bible story in a
different workshop. Some of the workshops are
Art, Games, Science, Spiritual Practices, Mission,

Drama, and Cooking. Children learn in a different
classroom each week, so Shepherds are needed to
guide them to the appropriate rooms. Shepherds
also act as the 2" adult in each classroom, in line
with our PCOC Child Protection Policy. If you are
here on Sundays and this sounds like a way you
would like to serve our children, please contact
Heather. Thanks!

This SHF fundraiser raised over $1300! The
proceeds go towards their summer mission trip to
Camp Henry in Newaygo, Michigan. We are
incredibly grateful to everyone who contributed to
this fundraiser in support of SHF.

GARAGE SALE

SHEF’s largest fundraising event is coming up on
Saturday, August 1. We hope to see all of you
there! The churchwide donation drop off will be on
Sunday, July 19 from 9 a.m. to Noon. Please hold
all donations until this date. We are happy to
accept donations that are gently used, clean, and in
working order, as well as grocery bags and

hangers.

We cannot accept the following:

e Mattresses

e Tires

o tubetv’s

e VHS videos/players

e C(Cassette tape/players

e Burnt candles

e Liquids of any kind (perfume, lotion,

kerosene, etc.)

We must pay to dispose of these items, so please do
not bring them to church.

If you are interested in helping before or during the
garage sale, please let Heather know. Many hands
make light work!
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Christian Education News

Congratulations to the
_Senior Class of 2026

Cadence
Not Pictured: Ada, Noah

Youth Sunday is my favorite Sunday of the
year. What a wonderful way to honor our
youth! If you weren’t able to attend, you
should watch it online. The youth did a
fantastic job leading worship. Their faith talks
were heartwarming. We couldn’t be prouder! A
special thank you goes out to the Deacons and
the Cornetts for providing the delicious brunch
and keepsake booklet.

l

Summer Youth Mission Trips

Our junior high and senior high youth groups
travel out of state every summer for their summer
mission trips. Our JHF group will be traveling to
Des Moines, lowa on Friday, June 26 and
returning home on Sunday, June 28. Our SHF
group will be traveling to Newaygo, Michigan
and staying at Camp Henry, June 7 -13.

l55i0nL T

@l

Important Dates to Remember

June 7 -13 SHF Mission Trip
June 16 - 19 Art Camp
June 21 VBS Training for Staff|
June 26-28 JHF Mission Trip
July 7-9 Vacation Bible School
July 19 Garage Sale Drop Day
August 1 Garage Sale Day

Heather Berry

Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 x 4
heather(@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Laurie Kerr

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers,
Ashley Sherlock, & John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz,
Lisa Luke, & Piper Smith

Young Adult Mission Trip

Calling all young adults! You are invited to
participate in this year’s young adult mission stay
June 19 — 21, 2026. The group will be working
with Habitat for Humanity on Friday and
Saturday during the day and then spending the
night at Camp Calvin Crest. There will be lots of
time for fun and fellowship as well. If you are
unable to participate the entire time, that’s ok. We
are flexible; join us when your schedule allows.
Contact Josh Garry or Libby Whitlow with
questions.
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Music Notes

"

Py

- Vesper

Concerts

SMALL SPACES, BIG MUSIC

Season 38

20206-27

Have you Heard?

Vesper Concerts has announced Season 38! If you
are on our mailing list, you should have received
our new full-color brochure in your mailbox. If you
aren’t on our mailing list and would like to be,
please tell Kristi at kristi@pcoc.us. Visit our
website at www.VesperConcerts.org to sign up for
our email newsletter, and follow us on Facebook
and Instagram so you don’t miss out.

Deacon Updates

It's Time for Summer Choir

Summer Choir is an é

opportunity to sing in worship

without the weekly su m m.
commitment. If you’ve ever CHQ
been interested in singing in S

the choir, this casual, fun ﬁ 0
opportunity is for you. There

are two Summer Choir dates on June 21 and

" August 16. We’ll meet in the choir room at 9:00

a.m. to rehearse music to sing at the 10:00 worship
service. This is also an excellent opportunity to
invite your friend, neighbor, or coworker to give
choir a try. Drop Kristi an email to let her know
you’re coming at kristi@pcoc.us.

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Charlotte Hubbard - Worship&Music@pcoc.us
Kristi Treu

Director of Music & Executive
Director of Vesper Concerts

(402)333-7466 x 4

kristi@pcoc.us

Submitted by Paula Allen

Your Deacons continue to reach out to members of the congregation across the age span. We have partnered
with Linda Miller to put the finishing touches on baby quilts, and have delivered them to parents of
newborns in the congregation as well as new members who have infants. We hosted a brunch for graduating
HS seniors on May 3. Jerry and Renee Cornett were the chefs and 4 seniors attended along with 50 family
members and invited guests. Each Sunday Deacons deliver flowers from the sanctuary to people in the
hospital or in care facilities. We feel blessed to be able to share in celebrating important milestones as well
as ministering to those who are in need within our church family.
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6/2 Briley Mathia, Piiri Morey, Naomi Rueb,
Ellie Sherlock
6/3 Dawn Buchanan, Alex Voss
6/4 Ella Moore
6/5  Maya Maxwell, Mika Trapp
6/7  Jean Carey
6/8  Kiristen Hinz, Larry Rock, Brooks Trapp
6/9 Claude Smith,
6/10 Anne DeCosta
6/11 Cosette Ebert, James Tot, Susan O'Neill
6/12  Crosby Koch, Scott Sumner, Kathy Leach
6/13  Cindy Sloan
6/14 Carl Mammel Jr., Matthew Price
6/15  Christina Kahler
6/16 Renee Cornett, Bethany Haas, Kim Reid
6/17 Bryan Hoybook, Casey Knight,
Dave Bougger
6/18 Greg Breci, Cael Dempsey, John Millar,
Gary Neuhaus
6/19 Judy Keating, Fiona Smith, Linda Hulsey
6/20 Maren Fuller, Leslie Nicas
6/21 Jacob Buda, Kate Morris
6/22  Ava Kalkwarf, Isla Kalkwarf, Dan Kerr
6/23 Keegan Anderson
6/24  Sue Foehlinger, Debbie Mazgaj
6/25 Blake Harrison
6/26  Ann Pearson, Dave Pederson, Ron Wax
6/27 June Fettig, Beverley Karrer,
Stephanie Weaver, Kevin Kerr
6/28  Julie Buehler
6/29  Erin Bauer, Marty McGuire,
Connie Karasek
6/30  Shepard Versaw, Rylan Lehman

In need of a prayer?

Submit a prayer request via email. All requests are
shared only with members of the Prayer Team.

Prayer Team Coordinators: Julie Buehler & Judy
Arms - prayerteam@pcoc.us

Our Church Family

International Learning
Program Graduation

The 2026 graduation ceremony for students at the
International Learning Progam was held on Tuesday,
May 12, 2026. This year we celebrated 10 graduates
and 8 that participated in the ceremony. The gym was
full of family, friends, teachers and administrators and
guest of honor included several members of the of the
OPS board along with Superintendent Matthew J. Ray.
Once again Presbyterian Church of the Cross provided
the flowers. The picture frames that lined the stage
along with gift cards for each of the graduates. Thank
you for your support! Here are some pictures of the
celebration.

CLASS OF Integrgted
5026 ==

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a
way to serve the church,
please consider filling one

of our open usher spots. .
You can no sign up online .

for individual Sundays.

Questions? Contact Mary
Ott or Mary Lynn Bennett

Ushers Needed

Reminder: Please contact the church office
when you or a family member is hospitalized at
churchofthecross@pcoc.us or at 402-333-7466.
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Bonnie Tomek

After living in Dallas for many years, Bonnie
returned to Omaha in 2021 to help care for her
mother, who passed in 2024; and, now she has
chosen to come back to her “home church”. The
Tomek family joined PCOC in 1961 and were very
active members. Thank you to Sue Meusey for
encouraging Bonnie to consider rejoining.
Bonnie’s occupation for thirty years was a
psychotherapist; and simultaneously, for eighteen
of those years, she also served as an Advanced
Executive Personal Coach International Level.

She was a Trainer for “Safe Conversations”, which
is now “Global Connections”. She served people
using cutting edge transformational tools for life,
meaning, and connection. Bonnie loves helping
people find their pathway in life. By rejoining
PCOC, she hopes to deepen her faith and life
purpose. “Connectedness” is one of her top 5
Gallup Strengths that has guided her life, and she
feels she lives from a very deep spiritual context
both in her business and personal life. In her spare
time, she enjoys art, reading, travel, and growth-
oriented activities by attending national and
international workshops. Please welcome Bonnie
back to Church of the Cross.

Dennis and Ann
Christiansen

Please welcome The
Christiansens to Church of the [{lli"
Cross and thank Linda Dobry, ¥ \\ W

Jon Boomgaarden, Sharon (/) \\ \
Marvin-Igel, Melissa Marvin, Sue Meusey, Lisa
Worrall, Quinn McGuire, Kim Banat, Carol
Crawford, Nan Sibbernsen and Matt Darling for
encouraging them to become part of our church
family. Their first visit to PCOC was for the early,
traditional Christmas Eve Service, and they knew
this was the church for them. Previously they
attended Dundee and Countryside. Dennis grew
up in Council Bluffs, and Ann grew up in Boone,
IA. Dennis is employed by Dynamics User Group
and works in sales for a Microsoft Community
Group. Ann is a community volunteer, but
previously worked at Von Maur and Mutual of
Omaha before they had children. They have two

sons, Will, who is a senior at Butler University and
will graduate in May; and. Cole, who is a freshman
at UNL and is studying Construction Management.
In their spare time, Dennis enjoys sports, golf,
music, and boating; and Ann enjoys needlepoint,
Mahjong, reading, travel and spending time at their
cabin in Minnesota. Dennis also volunteers with
“Teammates” and Ann serves on the Omaha Town
Hall Lecture Series Board, the Facilities Bond
Oversight Committee for Westside Community
Schools, Westside Foundation Board and is co-
chair of The Teaching and Learning Key
Communication Groups. Dennis and Ann, we’re
glad you are a part of our church family.

Jim and Connie
Karasek

The Karaseks are
transferring their
membership from
Anderson Grove |
Presbyterian Church in |
Bellevue to PCOC.
Please thank Rev. Dr.
Kirk Ryckman for inviting them to visit us. After
Kirk retired from PCOC, he served in the pulpit at
Anderson Grove and became acquainted with Jim
and Connie. They are also acquainted with Richard
and Trudy Meyer. They joined PCOC because of
the traditional church service and Bible based
teaching. Jim is originally from Mississippi and
Connie is from Rapid City, S.D., but the United
States Air Force brought them to the Omaha/
Papillion area. After Jim retired from the Air Force,
he taught junior high math. Connie is a registered
nurse and is a shop owner. In their spare time, Jim
enjoys gardening and woodworking, and Connie
enjoys knitting, crocheting, quilting and all forms
of needlework. They have two married sons; Greg
and David and two adult granddaughters. Please
welcome the Karaseks to PCOC.
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Michael and Sarah Pirnie
Many of you will remember
Michael Pirnie since he is the
son of Mitch and Lori and was aj|
member of PCOC from 1991 to i
2015. He is now married to |
Sarah, and they have a daughter |
Naomi Elaine, who was born
October, 2025. Michael and
Sarah have been attending
Countryside but after visiting
PCOC, they decided this is the church they want
their daughter to grow up in. They look forward to
engaging in opportunities we offer and becoming
more involved in the life of the church. Michael is
an attorney for HDR and in his spare time he
enjoys board games, watching NFL games, walking
his dog and spending time with family. Sarah was
born in Lincoln and attended college at UNO. She
works in customer service for an insurance
company, specifically dealing with workers
compensation insurance, and splits her work week
between going to the office and working from
home. Sarah loves Husker volleyball, stand-up
comedy and trying new restaurants as well as
taking cooking classes. Please welcome Michael,
Sarah and Naomi to PCOC!

Lucy Johns

worship at Church of the Cross
several times before deciding to
join, and we are so happy with
her decision. Lucy grew up in . !
Canton, Illinois, and then moved to Omaha to
attend UNO, where she received a Bachelors’
degree in Business. For many years. she managed
the business department of a small hospital, but
now she is mostly retired. Currently she is a
childbirth instructor at Women’s Hospital as well as
leading tours of the hospital for “parents to be” so
they are familiar with the surroundings before they
arrive to give birth. She also volunteers at Hillcrest
Mable Rose in Papillion to help with activities like
bingo, arts and crafts, and going on bus rides with
the residents. Lucy has two married children,
Allison, who lives near Des Moines and Mattis,

Our Church Family

who lives in New York and she is the proud
grandmother of four grandsons, which includes a
set of twins. In her spare time, Lucy enjoys
traveling abroad and within the United States,
attending theater productions, spending time with
friends and family, and taking walks with her
Golden Retriever. Please welcome Lucy to our
church family.
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Youth entering grade 6 and older
are welcome to play cards with
4. .. Mthe Active Minds Fellowship
Group during June. We meet in the Great Room
on Tuesdays from 1:30-4:00. We
will be playing a card game called
Pinochle and also have Five
Crowns available. Please take the
time to sign up so we have can
have enough available games.

p j
i [ PCOC Book Group will meet

PCOC  June 17 in The Courtyard Room
Book Group from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to review
The Reading List by Sara Nisha
Adams. All readers are welcome! Questions?
® Contact Charlotte Hubbard.

{ Heartland Hope

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry
schedule to distribute grocery hygiene items to
the clients they serve on Fridays from 12:30 - 3
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O
location, you may volunteer9:30 - 11:30 am. All
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the
South and West Omaha locations.

Please contact John Bennett if you are interested
in volunteering or have any questions at (402)
618-6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank
you for generously supporting Heartland Hope
Mission.

Our program for Tuesday, June 2,
2026, will be Rolando P. Garcia,
highlighting "Intuitive
Handwriting Analysis" and his

ers
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quote "Watch Curiosity Turn Into Inspiration!".
The lunch location is Wheatfields, One Pacific
Place, at 11:30 a.m. Every one is welcome,
whether or not you are 49, younger or older,
come join us! We will order from a special
menu. For reservations or questions, please
contact Mary Ott, 402-201-4103, or Judy
Sundberg, 402-333-6981. We also have a sign-up
sheet at the Information Center.

The Go SOLO fellowship
group is for anyone wanting to
know more people at PCOC.
Some want to explore Omaha
and prefer company when they
do! Some want to sit and visit.
Feel free to join our email lists if you live alone,

have a partner, or just want to meet other like-
minded folks.

Connection
through
Fellowship

- June first Friday coffee: June 5th, 9:30am in the
Hearth room of the Welcome Center

- June 27th (Sat) ? Interested in ~ IElZ7ae?
learning to ride the ORBT bus :
system? Signup by June 20th to o
receive more information. O

Membership Committee Co-Moderators: Trudy
Meyer & Earlene Uhrig - Membership@pcoc.us

Congegational Life Committee Co-Moderators:

Pam Swenson & Sue Meusey -
CongregationalLife@pcoc.us

June 2026



The Mission Committee would like to share with
you some of the mail we receive every month from
the organizations which are the grateful recipients
of your generosity. Below are the latest thank you
notes we have received:

-The artwork to the right was created by 9-year old
Milagros from Completely Kids who send
springtime greetings. They also send their thanks
for your support which supports more than 3,400
Omabha-area children and their families.

-Mandy Suings of Project Harmony wrote, “Thank
you so much for your partnership in our Pinwheels
for Prevention campaign. Your support and
collaboration make it possible to share the message
of hope for every child symbolized by the blue
pinwheels planted across the community. We are
truly grateful for your commitment to Project
Harmony’s mission in protecting and powering
children and families.”

Sunday, June 14

4:15 to 6:15 p.m. ot -
PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of
every month at Siena Francis House. We need at
least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time
to this mission.Questions? Contact Keith Allen.
Scan our QR code to access the church online sign
up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up to serve at
Siena Francis House.

n
i'l.
...

Spirit of Mission

AllPlay Miracle Buddy Baseball League has begun
its spring season with 500 + players ages 3 thru
senior adults. It is located in Seymour Smith Park,
6802 Harrison. With this many players, 100 +
volunteers are needing each Saturday, from being a
Buddy, greeter, announcer, umpire or concession
worker plus special day helpers. These special days
range from Pancake Man, Family Picnic, Storm
Chaser Players visit and even a visit from Santa.
Games are scheduled 8:30-4:30. You volunteer for
about a 2 hour shift. This is a fun way for youth to
complete volunteer hour that some school activities
require.

Cindy Garner and I love to see you there with your
family or bring a group. Let’s support this PCOC
mission outreach. It is easy to sign up thru the
church or web site.

Mission Committee Moderator:
Beth Maxwell - Mission@pcoc.us
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