PRESBYTERIAN

L hurch of the Cross

Our Second Annual End of Summer Bash is fast
approaching! The entire congregation is invited to come for
a fun, All-church, All-age event at the All-Play fields at 68th

and Harrison, from 12-3pm on August 23. There will be
games and activities, music, food and more. This will be a
great opportunity to meet others in the congregation,
including ones from your own neighborhood. Last year's
event had people from age 1 to 95! A food truck will be
available to purchase food, or you can bring a picnic lunch
for you and your family. Then cool off with some Kona Ice!
You don't want to miss this all Church event.

Location: AllPlay Complex Seymor Smith Park 6802
Harrison Street

If you are interested in volunteering for All Play as well, you
can find more information on Page 10.

Schedule of Events
12:00 - Food Trucks and
Activities Open

1:00 - Kickball Game
2:00 - Live Music
Music * Gaga Ball * Face Paint * Lawn Games * 9

Square * Music Bingo * Bounce House * Food Trucks *

Kickball * Bubble Station
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A Word from Our Pastor

I’'m always amazed at what happens at VBS.

A bunch of volunteers shepherd kids around the
building. People act out Bible stories. Youth
helpers interact with little kids. We enact science
experiments. We run around and play games.
An energetic music teacher pulls songs out of
kids, stomping our feet, doing hand motions and
belting out new songs. We dance and sing. We
gather for snacks that ladies have lovingly
prepared. We make crafts. We live at church for
three days — it’s loud and fun. We hopefully
create a happy memory, leave with a good
feeling, learn a few Bible stories, and make some
new friends — whether they’re peers, or younger
than us, or older. We’ve been a little community,
about 50 kids and 50 helpers.

I’m sort of amazed that it works, because we’re
all just volunteers and amateurs doing our best.
We’re all just normal folks. We’re little kids,
easily overwhelmed. We’re elementary kids,
gaining confidence. We’re youth helpers,
learning how to take care of children, and
becoming a role model whether we realize it or
not. We’re adults who aren’t afraid to admit we
love being around kids, even though maybe it’s
been decades since our own kids did this. By the
last day, we’re all tired and ready to go home.
And we’ll probably do it again next time
because, all in all, it works. It’s truly an amazing
thing.

The main reason it works (besides the presence
of the Holy Spirit) is because we have a good
leader. Heather painstakingly puts it all together,
working on this project for months and months,
choosing themes, selecting curriculum,
organizing volunteers, creating notebooks,
getting kids signed up, patiently answering a
million questions.

We have skilled volunteers who play their parts -
they play it well, and we’ve got the pictures to
prove it! We have beautiful, artsy sets — this year
the theme was the Snowball Mountain
Challenge, sort of like a Winter Games contest.
We have peppy music that the kids work on to

present to their parents. There’s well thought out
crafts, and well-crafted Bible stories that the kids
get to act out. And science experiments that
worked! And organized games to blow off
energy! And a mission project to stock the
Buffett Middle School food pantry. We collected
a lot of food for other families to enjoy.

VBS ends with a big pizza lunch. Family
members come to join in, and we fill the
Fellowship Hall. Some folks we haven’t seen in
a while. Most folks we’ll see next Sunday.
Some folks we missed this year, but we’ll
probably see them next time.

After lunch, our volunteers get busy taking
everything down, almost like it never even
happened. But it definitely did happen, thanks to
the participation of 100 wonderful, ordinary,
super-special people.

It’s not perfect, but it’s pretty close!
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Your pastor and friend,

Marsball 2iesmsn

(402)333-7466 x 1
marshall@pcoc.us

The Tuesday Bible studies will resume after
Labor Day!
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A Word from Our Associate Pastor

Well, another epic VBS week goes into the
history books! As many of you know I was given
yet another chance to develop my puppetry resume
— this year | was fortunate enough to play Ollie the
Arctic Seal; I say fortunate, because all I had to do
was sit in a beautifully crafted puppet blind while
poor Marshall had to trek around our Chancel in a
parka!

As I think back on our awesome week, I have to
admit, that my respect for puppeteers only
continues to grow the more I am called to help out
with our VBS program in this way. Believe it or
not, if you have yet to experience such a thing,
puppeteering is like a strange, prolonged yoga. So
much of it amounts to keeping 90% of your body
perfectly still while the other 10% is wailing
around. I feel like most of us probably don’t realize
just how much we move around or fidget, even
when we’re sitting down, until we are asked to sit
like a statue for an extended period of time. I only
had to do a couple 15-20 minute stints a day. |
can’t imagine what it’s like to be a part of a major
production like the Muppets.

I also couldn’t help but reflect on our biblical
passages from the week that taught the children of
our wonderful church some important messages.
They learned that “I can be brave” (from the Book
of Esther), “I can give my all” (Mark 12:41-44),
and “I can hope” (Acts 3:1-10). Additionally, these
three messages also revolved around our
“Mountain Motto” for the week: “I can do all
things through him who strengthens me,
Philippians 4:13.”

I love Esther’s story (it’s actually one of my
favorites — also, who doesn’t love the name
Mordecai?). I love the passages from Mark and
Acts. Each of those scripture selections provided
our amazing VBS volunteer crews with some
incredible material for teaching our young ones the
Bible. They were great. And yet I couldn’t help but
keep coming back to Philippians.

And that’s because the context behind Philippians
is pretty incredible. Philippians, one of Paul’s
undisputed letters, is written to the people of
Philippi, which was/is in Northern Greece. Philippi

denotes the first Christian Church in Europe, so
there’s a profoundness in that alone, but there’s so
much more. Importantly, Paul writes the letter
from prison, and Paul writes to tell the
congregation of Philippi that they need not be
nearly as concerned with him being in prison as
much as they should be concerned about
identifying the things that truly matter in life. For
Paul, his jailtime is not something that really
matters; conversely, what matters most to Paul is
that the Gospel is being spread. Really think about
that for a minute. Paul writes from prison... and
the principal theme of the letter... is joy (the word
appears 5 times; rejoice and be glad 11 times).

“I can do all things through him who strengthens
me” rings true in a vacuum. How much more
powerful it is then when one considers Paul is in
prison, saying that his imprisonment is nothing
compared to the importance of spreading the Good
News. And I feel like it makes us ask ourselves...
would we be willing to go to jail for God? For
spreading the Gospel?

Happily, August 1%, 2026 noted my officially
having worked here at Church of the Cross for two
full years as an Associate Pastor. Importantly, it
puts me in a different category in our denomination
in terms of professional/ministerial experience and,
even more importantly, it marks the completion of
two of the most fulfilling years of my life for my
family and L. It is of particular note that almost half
of new ministers leave the pulpit within their first
five years and never come back. Thank you all for
making my call not only one that has fostered my
development and faith, but also one that fills me
with great joy and makes me want to continue to
find new ways to serve you all better. God’s
blessings to you all, always.

(402)333-7466 x 2
josh(@pcoc.us
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Christian Education News

Blessings of the
Backpacks @ ~

All children and youth are invited to

bring their backpacks to church on

August 9 at 10:00 a.m. Keep your

backpacks with you until Pastor Marshall calls you
forward during the service. Each student (any age)
will receive a fun keychain to attach to their
backpack — a simple reminder that God walks with
them wherever they go.

Senior High
Car Wash

Sunday, August 16 and
swing by the SHF car wash in
the north parking lot! The team will begin washing
cars immediately after worship and continue until
1:00 p.m. Donations are welcome, and every dollar
supports next year’s mission trip. Thanks for your
support!

We had Fun in
the Snow in July

What a way to wrap up summer -
with Snowball Mountain Challenge Vacation Bible
School! Throughout the week, we learned that we
can be brave, we can give our all, and we can hold
onto hope! Most importantly, we were reminded
that we can do all things through him who
strengthens us. What a gift!

VBS simply wouldn’t happen without our
incredible volunteers: station leaders, crew leaders,
youth helpers, preschool team, congregational life
ladies, lunch helpers, décor designers, PCOC staff,
subs, and all our behind-the-scenes helpers. And of
course, thank you to our church family for your
prayers and donations. THANK YOU! See you
next year!

JHF Mission Trip

One of the best signs of a great
mission trip is when the youth
start asking, “Where are we
going next year?” before we
even get home — and that’s exactly what happened.
Our group traveled from Omaha to Des Moines,
Iowa, leaving on Friday at 9 a.m. and returning on
Sunday at 6 p.m. Westminster Presbyterian Church
graciously hosted us overnight.

™" Youth
| Mission
' Trip

Friday afternoon we served at Families Forward,
an organization offering a no-boundary pantry, a
child development center that provides childcare,
an emergency family shelter, and a supportive
housing program for families experiencing
homelessness. While we were there, some of us
worked in the food pantry helping customers shop,
while others helped sort through clothing
donations. Another group worked outside,
mulching flower beds. We ended the day with
devotions, dinner, and a round of miniature golf.

Saturday morning, we packed 8,640 meals,
assembly line style, in just two hours at Meals
from the Heartland. This non-profit organization
brings people together to take action against
hunger. The meals we packed will be sent to
Venezuela to help those that were affected by the
recent earthquakes.

Saturday afternoon we partnered with Catholic
Charities of Des Moines serving at a food pantry
and at an emergency family shelter. While at the
shelter, our group played games and did art
projects with the children that live there. At the
food pantry, we assembled hygiene kits, stocked
the shelves, and worked in their community
garden. After a full day of service, ice cream was
definitely earned — followed by devotions, dinner,
and bowling.
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Christian Education News

Sunday morning, we packed up, attended
worship, and spent the afternoon at
Adventureland. It was a great way to end our
weekend of service.

Everywhere we served, we were complimented
on how hard our youth worked. We are so proud
of how well our youth represent PCOC! Thank
you to our dedicated youth leaders and to our
congregation for your continued support.

hurkind:{ao "’\“MI'ZNM' @

Important Dates to Remember

August 9 Blessing of the Backpacks

August 16 SHF Car Wash, 11 a.m.

September 2 Confirmation Mentor Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
September 9 Confirmation Parent Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
September 13 Sunday School Begins, 10 a.m.
September 16 ~ Cornerstone Begins

Beauty of the Lord

September 6 at 11:00 a.m.

English Christian theologian and writer Charles
Williams' remarkable play, "The Three
Temptations", will have a section read in the hour
after church as part of the Behold the Beauty of
the Lord series. Michael Paulus, who has taught
this work, will be leading the discussion
afterwards. This will be both enlightening and
thought provoking. Please join us!

Heather Berry

Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 x 4
heather@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Laurie Kerr

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers,
Ashley Sherlock, & John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz,
Lisa Luke, & Piper Smith
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Music Notes

Our Church Family

Sing with 7
the Summer Choir Summ
August 16 .
This is the final summer CHo
opportunity to participate. }.’AO
We’ll meet in the choir room
at 9:00 a.m. to rehearse a few simple and fun
pieces to sing at the 10:00 worship service. Send
Kristi an email at kristi@pcoc.us to let her know
you’re coming.

Choral Workshop August 22

lleluia Singers will have an all-
day workshop on Saturday,

ugust 22, with guest clinician
Dr. John Petzet, Associate
rofessor and Director of Choral
ctivities at the University of
ebraska Kearney. The workshop
will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the
Choir Room, and lunch will be served in
Fellowship Hall. Then, Dr. Petzet will lead the
choir during the worship service on Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m. If you’ve ever been
interested in singing with us, this is a great
opportunity to find out more about our group, and
we’d love to have you join us. Email Kristi at
kristi(@pcoc.us to reserve your spot.

Chamber and Alleluia
Rehearsals begin August 26

Another choir season begins on Wednesday,
August 26! Chamber Singers rehearse at 5:30, and
Alleluia Singers follow at 6:30. Is it time for you to

Don’'t Wait to Reserve your
Tickets for Emanuel Ax

8-time GRAMM Y-winning pianist Emanuel Ax opens
the 38th season of Vesper Concerts on Tuesday,
September 8§, at 7:00 p.m. We are limiting seating
for this event to avoid an over-capacity crowd. If
you haven’t done so already, reserve your FREE
tickets one of three ways:

1) Online with the QR Code:

[=] e
2) Call 402-881-0166 and leave a message for
Tyler Sieh, our Administrative Assistant, with your
name, email, phone number, and how many tickets
you’d like to reserve.

3) Send an email to Tyler at
vesperconcerts@gmail.com.

Seating is limited, and tickets are going quickly, so
don’t delay!

Kristi Treu

Director of Music & Executive

Spotlight on
the Library

i the_ By Sue Kiel
Spotl |ght“Well, I started reading the
Bible in the first chapter of
Genesis, but after reading
all the “begats” and all the
laws and commands in Leviticus and
Numbers, I just gave up.” Have you heard that
before, or said that? The Bible is a collection
of stories written by different people in
different time periods. Randy Frazee, the
editor of the book THE STORY, has taken the
NIV version of the Bible and transformed it to
read more like a novel. There are only 31
chapters and the narrative is chronological
instead of a collection of stories. THE STORY
has 470 pages and the estimated reading time
is around 12 to 15 hours. The NIV translation
of the Bible has 1,200 to 1,500 pages
(depending on the publication) and the
reading time is 70 to 75 hours. If you want an
overview to learn more about the Bible, this is
a first step. Since it is abridged, you would not
want to choose it as a study Bible. Obviously
many important stories are omitted. “This
book is all about God’s love affair —
with humanity. It is filled with Wi
intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, THE STORY
and redemption”. The book has : &
85% five stars ratings on Amazon
and is available at our PCOC

library. |

Deacon Updates

Submitted by Kristin Johnson

Cross ,Care

Cross Care Connections provides a personally
tailored relationship with a fellow church
member to walk with you at life's most chal-
lenging times. These trained compassionate
individuals can provide confidential support to
help you navigate major life events.

Contact Marshall or Josh in the church office
for more information about this program or to
request a Cross Care provider.

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a
way to serve the church,
please consider filling one

of our open usher spots. .
You can no sign up online .

for individual Sundays.

Questions? Contact Mary
Ott or Mary Lynn Bennett

Ushers Needed

As we enter what could be the hottest month of the year, please remember the Deacons are available if you
need us! The Deacons are available to prepare and deliver home meals, provide hand knit prayer shawls,
share in home delivered communion, or visit hospitalized church members. A reminder to add the All Play
Celebration on 8/23 being held at the All Play Complex @ Seymour Smith Park (6802 Harrison Street.)
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and plan to have fun and fellowship! And, as always, thank you for
your continued prayer and support of the Deacons!

say “yes” and join? Email Kristi and tell her the
good news.

Director of Vesper Concerts

(402)333-7466 x 4

kristi@pcoc.us

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Charlotte Hubbard - Worship&Music@pcoc.us
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Our Church Family Cont.

Fellowship Groups & Events
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Page 8 - August 2026 Page 9 - August 2026




Spirit of Mission

The Mission
Committee Mailbox

The Mission Committee would like to share with
you some of the mail we receive every month from
the organizations which are the grateful recipients
of your generosity. Below are the latest thank you
notes we have received:

- Femi’s Heart thanks you for your contribution of
$2,400. Your support honors Femi’s memory and
helps bring life-saving care, mental-health
advocacy and family support to those served.

- Heartland Hope thanks you for your contribution
of $380 to provide working poor families with a
week’s supply of groceries.

- All Play’s Founder and Executive Director Bruce
Froendt would like to thank you “for the incredible
continued support of our league!” (If you have
never volunteered at All Play, the author of this
“Mission Committee Mailbox” would like to invite
you to try it. You will find your time spent there to
be rewarding. There are jobs for every level of
physical ability AND they could sure use your
help!) See the All Play information on this page.

Siena Francis House
Servers Needed

Sunday, August 9
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

APCOC has the dinner shift on the

2nd Sunday of every month at Siena
Francis House. We need at least 6
wareee o e enceVolunteers. Please consider giving
your time to this mission.Questions? Contact Keith
Allen.Scan our QR code to access the church
online sign up page. We’ve made it easy to sign up
to serve at Siena Francis House.

Mission Committee Moderator:
Beth Maxwell - Mission@pcoc.us

N
MIRACLE
® [PLAY |EacuE
' |

BUDDY BASEBALL FOR CHILDREN AND
ADULTS MWITH SPECIAL NEEDS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
(NO BASEBALL EXPERIENCE REQUIRED)

PLAYER BUDDIES: HELP PLAYERS HAVE A GREAT
EXPERIENCE ON THE FIELD

GAME DAY VOLUNTEERS: COACHES, GREETERS,
CONCESSION STAND, MASCOTS, UMPIRES,
ANNOUNCERS, FIELD SET-UP, CLEAN UP, PICNIC
HELPERS

FALL SEASON
SATURDAYS, AUGUST 8-SEPTEMBER 12

T0 SIGN-UP OR FOR MORE INFO. GO TO:
ALLPLAY.ORG
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AGAPE for ALL Pop-up
Tour in North Omaha

Saturday, August 22", 1:00 — 4:00
Watch for more details

I am intrigued with the current trend of pop-up
restaurants and pop-up events. Several political
fundraisers lately advertise a date and time but you
don’t get the location until a day or two before the
event. g T

We won’t be quite that
mysterious, but I have been
challenged trying to nail
down exact details for North
Omabha tours I would like to  §
schedule in time for this : S

edition of Cross Currents. There is much to learn
about the new development being proposed in
north Omaha. Changes are underway involving the
Black History Museum, the Malcolm X
Foundation, and the Omaha Star Newspaper. I also
recently learned of yet another brand-new program
that may not even be ready for visitors yet.

GREAT PLAINS

BLACK HISTORY

MUSEUM

PRESERVE " EDUCATE " EXHIBIT

I know of availability at one of the facilities at this
time on this date but may want to add or change
locations. So, for the moment, I’d like those who
might be interested to mark your calendars for
Saturday, August 22™ from 1:00 — 4:00. We would
carpool at 12:30 from the North parking lot. You

Spirit of Mission

can sign up online or at the Information Desk and I
will provide more details in those documents as
soon as I have them. I will send out detailed
information to those who sign up including
whether there is an admission fee at the chosen
location, etc,

REIMAGINING THE LEGACY:
A NEW ERA FOR THE
MALCOLM X MEMORIAL FOUNDATION -

TRANSFORMING THE MALCOLM X FOUNDATION CAMPUS

Watch also for Friday emails and Sunday bulletins
to learn exactly where we will be visiting. Our last
tour was on a weekday and several people
expressed a preference for a Saturday, so, here we
go. I hope you will watch for more “pop-up”
information and join us on August 22,

I have the audacity to believe that peoples
everywhere
can have three meals a day for their bodies,
education and culture for their minds,
and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits.

Rev, Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr.

Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech
Oslo, Norway - 1964

Sign up Online:
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 South 114th Street
Omaha, NE 68144-1799

Next Cross Currents Deadline is:
Third Friday of the month
August 21, 2026

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Omaha, NE
Permit No. 833

Heartland Hope Mission August 7

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry
schedule to distribute grocery hygiene items to the
clients they serve on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 pm. If
you would like to volunteer to stock the pantry on
Saturday morning at the West O location, you
may volunteer9:30 - 11:30 am. All volunteer
opportunities at HHM are for both the South and
West Omaha locations.

Please contact John Bennett if you are interested
in volunteering or have any questions at (402)
618-6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank
you for generously supporting Heartland Hope
Mission.
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