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Presbyterian 
Church of the Cross

A New Cross
If you have looked out by the Circle 
Drive windows, you may have noticed a 
new Cross in the yard. This has replaced 
the wooden one that previously stood 
here. This new Cross should stand even 
through severe weather and long term 
wear and tear. 

New Cameras at 
PCOC 

If you have taken the time to watch 
the livestream when unable to attend 
in person at PCOC, you will be happy 
to know that new camera angles will 
be popping in the Livestream over the next few weeks! As it 
stands, the cameras will be placed temporarily around the 
Sanctuary as we work to figure out a permanent place for 
these cameras, as well as figure out the best way to keep 
them out of sight for our members in the Sanctuary. Please 
bear with us as we move through this transistion phase with 
new cameras. 

Legacy Giving at 
PCOC 

A legacy giving program (often 
called planned giving) is a 
fundraising strategy that allows 
individuals to make long-term 
charitable contributions as part of 
their estate or financial plans. 
These gifts are typically arranged 

during a donor's lifetime but are disbursed to the nonprofit 
organization after the donor passes away. Special gifts and 
memorial donations can add significantly to the richness of 
church life and missions. Numerous opportunities exist. If 
you would like more information about any of these projects 
or if you wish to consider a donation please contact Mimi 
Bauer, Financial Administrator, 402-333-7466 x6 or at 
mimi@pcoc.us.
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Rest and Recovery
What have I been doing for the past 6 weeks that 
I’ve not been at church?  Mainly, resting up.  
Laying around.  Watching sports.  Doing a bit of 
reading.  Taking some naps.  Being productive?  
Not so much.  I’ve been recovering, and it’s been 
more challenging than I thought it would be.  I’m 
not really wired to do nothing but rest and heal.  
It’s been hard for me to accept that it’s ok just to 
rest for a while as life goes on around me.   

Heart bypass surgery is something different than 
I’ve ever experienced before.  First of all, as I’ve 
been recovering, I haven’t felt like doing much 
of anything.  My whole body is still 
recalibrating.  Food tastes different.  I’ve got 
numbness and aches.  I easily get out of breath.  
It hurts to cough and sneeze.  However, the 
standard 4-week checkup went well – I am on 
schedule and healing up just fine.  I’m ready to 
return to church (slowly, at first) and get back 
into the swing of things – just in time for VBS!

I trust that before long I will start to see there is 
light at the end of the tunnel.  I’ve got 3 weeks of 
cardio rehab under my belt, with many more to 
go, and we are starting to see progress and 
resilience.  That should speed up as I’m able to 
pile on the weeks.  But it’s slow progress.  I 
realize that I prefer fast progress, which this is 
not.

I’m wondering how many of you can relate to 
this reality of slow progress when we’d rather 
see fast progress.  You want to see a relationship 
improve, but it’s slow.  You want to see yourself 
moving quicker through grief or loss, but it’s 
slow.  You want to heal and feel better, but it’s 
slow.  You want to not feel so lonely, but it’s just 
taking more time than you want it to.

Jesus once famously said, “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest…rest for your souls.”   It 
seems to me that our quest for healing (physical, 
emotional, relational, etc.) may also need to 
involve soul-healing, which is something we 
don’t always think about searching for.  

Guess what?  This is the lectionary preaching 
text for Sunday, July 5, the date I plan to return 
to the pulpit.  We’ll talk more about it then!  
Hope to see you in worship, which will be 
followed by a short patriotic concert to celebrate 
our nation’s 250th birthday!  

A Note of Thanks

Thanks for all the wonderful cards and notes of 
encouragement you sent my way!  I enjoyed 
reading them all throughout my recovery.  I am 
thankful to God for all our PCOC members, for 
your prayers of healing and support.  And I’m 
thankful for our great staff and their diligence 
and extra work in my absence.   Together, we are 
a wonderful church!

The Tuesday Bible Studies are on hiatus until 
the fall. Announcements will be made when a 
start date is set. 

Tuesday Bible Studies

Marshall Zieman
Your pastor and friend,
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Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 x 1
marshall@pcoc.us

A Word from Our Pastor
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Associate Pastor
Josh Garry
(402)333-7466 x 2
josh@pcoc.us

Thanks be to God

A Word from Our Associate Pastor

 Well, friends. Just like that. It’s July. This 
means that by the grace of God’s providence and 
leadership we’ve made it through our Marshall-
less Exodus.
 I just want to take a moment to say a huge 
“thank you,” from the bottom of my heart, to the 
entire staff and to you, the whole congregation 
over, for supporting me and stepping up to help me 
throughout this chapter of our Church’s history. 
You cannot imagine how much it meant for me to 
have so many of you reach out and volunteer to 
lend a hand; for so many of you to have my best 
interest at heart alongside the church’s.
 And thanks be to God that you all were so 
willing to help out because it was certainly a busy 
time for our church – on top of all the 
responsibilities and duties that come with serving 
as one of your ministers at Church of the Cross on 
a day-to-day basis, like visiting people in the 
hospital and serving on committees, our church 
hosted 4 funerals and 1 wedding among other 
things (throw in one Young Adult Mission Trip and 
a death in Jordan’s family while you’re at it). Yet, 
truly, what a sincere joy all it has been to work 
alongside you all in a role different than the one I 
usually fulfill.
 Please know that while it is certainly so 
that no one was hoping for such a challenge to 
come our way, and while we all would have 
preferred Marshall not have needed triple-bypass 
surgery, the past 6-7 weeks have been full of 
wonderful moments of grace and growth that have 
not been lost on me. Even, if not especially, in the 
midst of life’s obstacles, God finds moments to 
provide us with gifts along the way… gifts that I 
have been happy to receive. All of this work 
alongside you all has only reinforced the feeling 
that I am increasingly more thankful that God 
called me and my family to be a part of this 
church; that despite the nature of our 
circumstances, I am so grateful for the opportunity 
to have served the church for a while as the acting 
Head of Staff. It’s worth noting that most pastors in 
an Associate position do not get the opportunity to 
“test drive” a church of this size to for such an 
extended period of time, that most do not get a 

chance to catch a glimpse of what God is calling us 
to next (wherever God decides that is). For such an 
opportunity I will be forever grateful.
 As I continue to reflect on all of this, please 
know that what I really hope emerges for you all in 
the wake of your collective recollections regarding 
the past 6-7 weeks, is that you all can look back at 
the this time, at the body of work we have 
produced together, with a sense of favor or a 
feeling of encouragement.
 In fact, this whole experience has reminded 
me of some of the words I would hear as a child; 
words my siblings and I would hear when faced 
with a decision that would determine how people 
would perceive us. The words I speak of were 
uttered by my father, the paraphrased words of 
Lincoln (actually, history has revealed the words to 
belong to Robert G. Ingersoll, but that’s ok): 
“nearly every man can handle adversity – if you 
want to test a man’s character, give him power.” 
These words served to remind us that the power of 
our decisions and actions last longer than the 
moment in which they occur.
 These words come to mind because while I 
certainly did not inherit a scepter or a presidency 
upon Marshall’s medical leave, I did enter into a 
temporary position that certainly has even more 
responsibility, decision-making, and worship 
service duties than normal. And the more I think 
about it, the more I realize what I hope for most of 
all: that throughout this process, the kind of person 
and minister I want to be was revealed to you all in 
how I carried myself. It seems that what I truly 
hope for is that you all found myself and my 
ministry to be one of sound, authentic, and 
accessible character. And I’m sure that is so in no 
small part because that is how I feel about the 
character of this church.
 Thanks be to God for you all, and my 
blessings to you all. Always.



We are looking for adults who are interested in 
spending time with our elementary-aged children 
this fall. Our Bible Explorers Sunday School 
Program is a rotation-based model, so each week 
the children learn about the same Bible story in a 
different workshop. Some of the workshops are 
Art, Games, Science, Spiritual Practices, Mission, 
Drama, and Cooking. Children learn in a different 
classroom each week, so Shepherds are needed to 
guide them to the appropriate rooms. Shepherds 
also act as the 2nd adult in each classroom, in line 
with our PCOC Child Protection Policy. If you are 
here on Sundays and this sounds like a way you 
would like to serve our children, please contact 
Heather. Thanks! 

SHF’s largest fundraising event is coming up on 
Saturday, August 1. We hope to see all of you 
there! The churchwide donation drop off will be 
on Sunday, July 19 from 9 a.m. to Noon. Please 
hold all donations until this date.  We are happy to 
accept donations that are gently used, clean, and 
in working order, as well as grocery bags and 
hangers. 

We cannot accept the following:
�� Mattresses
�� Tires 
�� tube tv’s
�� VHS videos/players
�� Cassette tape/players
�� Burnt candles 
�� Liquids of any kind (perfume, lotion, 

kerosene, etc.)
We must pay to dispose of these items, so please 
do not bring them to church. 

If you are interested in helping before or during 
the garage sale, please let Heather know. Many 
hands make light work!

Garage Sale News Shepherds Needed

Christian Education News
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CE Committee Moderator: Laurie Kerr

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, & John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, 
Lisa Luke, & Piper Smith

Important Dates to Remember

July 7-9 Vacation Bible School
July 19  Garage Sale Drop Day, 9 - Noon
August 1  Garage Sale Day, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Heather Berry
Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 x 4
heather@pcoc.us

Christian Education News



SHF Mission Trip
to Camp Henry
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Christian Education News

A Week of Service, Growth, and God’s Good 
Work in Action

Our SHF Team set out at 6 a.m. on Sunday, June 7, 
embarking on a 700-mile journey to Camp Henry in 
Newaygo, Michigan. Thirteen youth and five adults 
traveled in three vans – one cargo van, one 
minivan, and one passenger van – arriving after a 
long 15-hour drive marked by road construction 
delays and heavy rain. 

Once in Michigan, we were blessed with warm, 
sunny days and cooling evening rain – a welcome 
relief in our non-air-conditioned cabins. A powerful 
storm on Wednesday night added additional tasks to 
Thursday’s agenda – clearing downed limbs from 
paths and cutting and splitting logs, and chipping 
brush. 

In just four days, our team accomplished an 
extraordinary amount of work – evidence of what 
can happen when hearts and hands come together in 
service:

�� Paddock Fence – Built a wooden post-and-
rail fence with 26 post holes started by an 
auger and finished by hand, reaching depths 
of 6 ft. and a total length of 184 ft. 

�� Corral Hitching Post – Constructed a 64 
ft. double wooden fence line hitching post 
made up of 16 posts. 

�� Steel Round Pen – Relocated and 
reassembled a 12-piece steel round pen for 
horse training.

�� Brush Clearing & Fence Replacement – 
Cleared dense brush – including poison 
ivy, stinging nettle, and thorned 
blackberry canes – to remove a 720 ft. 
wire t-post fence. Installed a new t-post 
fence on both sides of the road, creating a 
safe, wide path for trucks and trailers. 

�� Carnival Games – Designed and painted 
ten large wooden carnival style games and 
backdrops for the campers. 

�� Craft Prep – Assisted the education 
department with preparing crafts for the 
campers. 

�� Welcome Sign Restoration – Stained and 
refreshed the Camp Henry Welcome Sign. 

�� Hay – Moved 120 bales of hay off a 
trailer and stacked them in the barn. 

�� Wood & Brush – Moved and split 15,000 
lbs. of wood and chipped 2,000 lbs. of 
brush. 

Along the way, our youth learned to use circular 
saws, drills, shovels, levels, fence pullers, 
tampers, manual post drivers, pliers, a log splitter, 
and a brush chipper - but more importantly, they 
learned how to work side by side, support one 
another, and live in community for a whole week. 

After long workdays, the team enjoyed well-
earned moments of fun: swimming in the Camp 
Henry lake, soaring on the giant swing, a trip to 
Camp Henry’s ice cream shop, games, and 
conversation. Wednesday served as our fun day, 
which we spent exploring Duck Lake State Park 
on Lake Michigan – a beautiful reminder of 
God’s creation – followed by pizza and ice cream 
to end the evening. 

We departed Camp Henry at 6 a.m. on Saturday 
and made the return trip home two hours faster 
than the journey there. We extend our deepest 
gratitude to Ethan Bennett, Jon Fritz, Lisa Luke, 
Piper Smith, and David Berry, who generously 
gave a week of their personal vacation time to 
chaperone this trip. Their leadership, patience, 
and encouragement shaped this experience in 
profound ways. 

And to our congregation – THANK YOU! Your 
prayers, donations, and support make 
opportunities like this possible. You are helping 
shape young hearts, strengthen faith, and build a 
spirit of service that will last far beyond our week 
in Michigan. 
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This page is filled with pictures taken on the SHF 
Mission Trip to Camp Henry. Senior High and 
Junior High Fellowship slideshows presented by the 
Youth will be shown on Sunday, August 2 at 11 am.

Christian Education News Cont.



Do you have all the dates on your calendar? Make 
sure you visit our website at vesperconcerts.org, 
where you’ll find the Season 38 schedule, photos, 
biographies, and videos of our exciting performers. 
Make sure you follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram to keep up with the latest information!

Summer Choir is an 
opportunity for singers of 
all ages to raise their 
voices together in song. 
If you’ve ever been 
interested in singing in 
the choir, this casual, fun 

choir is for you. There is one more opportunity to 
participate, on August 16. We’ll meet in the choir 
room at 9:00 a.m. to rehearse a few simple and fun 
pieces to sing at the 10:00 worship service. Drop 
Kristi an email to let her know you’re coming at 
kristi@pcoc.us.

Stay after the worship service on July 5 for a brief 
Independence Day concert, now an annual 
tradition. This year’s musicians are Resound Vocal 
Ensemble, Kathy Leach, piano, and Peggy 
Wolverton, organ. You’ll hear many of your 
favorites, and maybe something that’s new to you. 
And, in our Tribute to 
the Armed Forces, 
we’ll include the new 
Space Force song. 
Flags will be provided 
so you can wave, clap, 
and sing along!

Season 38 is on its way!

Independence Day
Concert

on July 5

It's Time for Summer Choir

Kristi Treu

Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts

(402)333-7466 x 4

kristi@pcoc.us
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Submitted by Paula Allen

The Deacons invite you to Save the Date of Sunday, August 23 for a fun, All-church, All-age event at the 
All-Play fields at 68th and Harrison. There will be games and activities, music, food and more. This will be 
a great opportunity to meet others in the congregation, including ones from your own neighborhood. Last 
year's event had people from age 1 to 95, and that was just from my own family! You won't want to miss 
it!

Deacon Updates

Worship & Music Committee Moderator:
Charlotte Hubbard - Worship&Music@pcoc.us

Music Notes



Page 8 - July 2026

In need of a prayer?

7/1  Kristin Jacobi, Larry Will, Dmitri Garry
7/2  Nancy Anderson, Jane Burch, 
 Dawn Gibson, Max Justice, 
 Emily Justice, Harlow Jones
7/3 Sloane Wilkinson-Graalfs
7/4  Amy Boesen, Lila Dittman, Julie Evers  
 Korbin Stalnaker, Ada Stalnaker
7/6  Bonny Boettcher, Joan Gayle Chapin, 
 Rock Sumner, David Hawkins
7/7  Barbara Spielman
7/8  David Hopp, Jon Grady
7/9  Silas Boesen
7/10  Camille Hinz, Kathy Klein, Bob Nicas,  
 Jack Nicas
7/11  Janet Harley
7/12  Irma Kramer
7/13  Carolyn Crenson, Justin Kalkwarf
7/14  Audrey Florent, Barbara Jaeger, 
 Nan Sibbernsen
7/15  Clara Stalnaker, Stephen Niles
7/16  Jon Boomgaarden, Graham Spencer
7/17  Beth Kaiser
7/18  Cindy Rieke
7/19  Jean Engelmann
7/20  Ron Fehr, Traci Harrison
7/21  Camille Hancock Friesen, Doug Reid, 
 Carol Gasko
7/22  Luke Justice, Ken Nisley
7/23 Dawn Zimmerman
7/24  Marietta Morhardt, LeRoy Swedlund, 
 Kristine Behrens
7/25  Haidyn Spielman, Mark Kanitz
7/26  Joslyn Bailey, Tanya Mitzel
7/27  Irene Burson, James Fuller
7/28  Wendi Harkness, Danielle Obregon, 
 Jane Olson
7/29  John Bennett, Beth Maxwell, Amy Miller,  
 Amanda Stalnaker
7/30  Carol Barnes, Sue Garcia, Donna Mau,  
 Charles Spann
7/31  Jeanette Searson

That’s right – it’s time for ice cream floats!  Please 
join our Membership Committee as we host our 
3rd annual Ice Cream Floats event after the 10 AM 
worship service.  The floats are free, fellowship is 
free, and you can even test your knowledge of 
PCOC Fun Facts!  Do you know how many kids 
were enrolled in youth programs this past school 
year?  Join in the fun and learn about our church.  
We will have prize drawings for different age 
groups, be sure to come and enter your name!

I want to extend the Voss’ heartfelt thanks to our 
church family for your prayers, cards, and many 
expressions of support during and after my surgery, 
and now as I continue cancer treatment as the 
surgery was not curative. Your kindness and 
encouragement have lifted my spirits and reminded 
me that I’m not walking this journey alone. I’m 
deeply grateful to be part of such a compassionate 
and faithful community. Your continued prayers 
mean so much as I move forward.

Regards,
Chris Voss

Floats, Fellowship, and
Fun Facts on July 12 

Thank you from 
our Members!

Reminder: Please contact the church office 
when you or a family member is hospitalized at 
churchofthecross@pcoc.us or at 402-333-7466.

Submit a prayer request via email. All requests are 
shared only with members of the Prayer Team.

Prayer Team Coordinators: Julie Buehler & Judy 
Arms - prayerteam@pcoc.us

Choose a Sunday to Help!

If you are looking for a 
way to serve the church, 
please consider filling 
one of our open usher 
spots. You can no sign up 
online for individual 
Sundays.

Questions? Contact Mary 
Ott or Mary Lynn 
Bennett

Our Church Family
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Membership Committee Co-Moderators: Trudy 
Meyer & Earlene Uhrig - Membership@pcoc.us

Congegational Life Committee Co-Moderators: 
Pam Swenson & Sue Meusey - 
CongregationalLife@pcoc.us

PCOC Book 
Group 

on July 15
PCOC Book Group will meet July 
15 in The Courtyard Room from 5:15 to 6:30 
p.m. for their annual planning meeting. All 
readers are welcome! Questions? Contact 
Charlotte Hubbard.

Heartland Hope 
Mission July 3

Heartland Hope Mission's West Omaha pantry 
schedule to distribute grocery hygiene items to 
the clients they serve on Fridays from 12:30 - 3 
pm. If you would like to volunteer to stock the 
pantry on Saturday morning at the West O 
location, you may volunteer9:30 - 11:30 am. All 
volunteer opportunities at HHM are for both the 
South and West Omaha locations.

Please contact John Bennett if you are interested 
in volunteering or have any questions at (402) 
618-6991 or mljbennett85@gmail.com. Thank 
you for generously supporting Heartland Hope 
Mission.

GO SOLO
for July 

The Go SOLO fellowship 
group is for anyone wanting 
to know more people at PCOC.  Some want to 
explore Omaha and prefer company when they 
do!  Some want to sit and visit.  Feel free to join 
our email lists if you live alone, have a partner, or 
just want to meet other like-minded folks.
First Friday Coffee will be on July 3rd at 9:30am 
in the Hearth Room of the Welcome Center.

GALS on July 1
Join the PCOC GALS for fun and fellowship as 
we enjoy a summer 
evening listening to live 
music at Lauritzen 
Garden's Outdoor 
Concert series featuring 
A Tribute to Jimmy 
Buffet on Wednesday 
July 1 from 6-8 p.m. Sign 
up via the sign up genius 
to let your fellow GALS know you are going, but 
make sure to purchase your ticket for the event so 
you may attend.

 Friday Night Gourmet 
on July 10

Friday Night Gourmets will meet on Friday, July 
10th at 6:30PM at Tim and Kris Goodman's home 
at 17206 Fairway Drive. Please sign up at the 
Information Desk for what you would like to 
bring. We will supply Burgers and Brats and tea 
and lemonade. Please BYOB. For questions call 
Kris @ 402-630-5242 or Judy Sundberg @402-
333-6981 or cell 402-301-3033.

Fellowship Groups & Events



The Mission Committee would like to share with 
you some of the mail we receive every month from 
the organizations which are the grateful recipients 
of your generosity.  Below are the latest thank you 
notes we have received:

-Pastor Chelsea Salifou, CEO of Heartland Hope 
Mission thanks you for your contribution of $3,370 
which will provide for working poor families. 

-Juliet Summers, Executive Director of Voices for 
Children in Nebraska, thanks you for your 
generous support of “Raise Your Voices” as an 
Advocate Level Sponsor. 

-The Lexington Community Foundation thanks 
you for your generous donation of $16,384.09 in 
response to the Tyson closing. 

-Presbyterian Giving Catalog’s Associate Director 
of Annual Giving, Rev. Wilson Kennedy, thanks 
you for your gift of $240.00.  “God’s reign is 
extended when hunger is alleviated, disadvantaged 
children are educated, young people grow in their 
faith, communities are safe and clean water is 
plentiful.  All gifts in the Giving Catalog help us 
move closer to God’s vision for our world.  The 
needs are great, but every single gift makes a 
difference,” Rev. Kennedy wrote.

Sunday, July 12
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 2nd Sunday of 
every month at Siena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please consider giving your time 
to this mission.Questions? Contact Keith Allen.
Scan our QR code to access the 
church online sign up page. We’ve 
made it easy to sign up to serve at 
Siena Francis House. 

The family has made great strides since arriving on 
Memorial Weekend 2023. Different members of the 
PCOC team periodically help the family and this 
summary was a collaborative effort by Jeanne Smay, 
Mary Lynn Bennett, and Earlene Uhrig.  Honors 
Ceremony photos are thanks to Cindy Nisley.  
The family picture from Northwest High School Honor 
Night shows Islam, Assinat, Roula, and Rouaa all 
proudly holding their honor roll certificates.  The 
elementary students, Tasnim and Moussa, are also 
excelling in school—enjoying math and soccer. 
Ali continues to provide for his family, and enjoy their 
many academic accomplishments, while continuing to 
take on-line ESL classes. He is currently seeking full-
time employment after working for two years in a food 
distribution company. He is working as a contract 
delivery driver for Amazon and plans to continue this 
job on weekends if his new job has a more flexible 
schedule. Ali is a proud father and a very supportive 
husband. He is devoted to his family. He continually 
demonstrates resilience, resourcefulness and gratitude 
for his life in Omaha.

Salwa, the mother of the Ali family, is a gracious, 
welcoming, and caring person. She is sometimes quiet 
in a group conversation due to language barriers. Like 
many mothers in immigrant families, she has not had as 
much exposure to the English language since she does 
not go out to work. She attends an English class when 
she is able to get a ride. Mary Lynn has worked with 
her a bit on conversational English--so Salwa has 
learned how to tell someone who asks about her 
children, “My children are doing well in school. I am 
proud of them.”

Jeanne helped Roula put her resume together and the 
same week she was hired at Ross’s Clothing, it is part 
time. Rouaa recently had orientation regarding her 
UNO scholarship.  The Ali family is thankful for 
prayers uplifted by PCOC .

The Mission
Committee Mailbox

3 Year Update on the Ali Family,
Refugees co-sponsored by PCOC

Missions and Lutheran Family Services

Siena Francis House
Servers Needed

Mission Committee Moderator:
Beth Maxwell - Mission@pcoc.us
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Spirit of Mission
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President, Sonia Tevoedjre of Femi’s Heart 
foundation will join us for our June 28 Minute for 
Mission during to update the congregation on the 
great things you are helping to support in the 
Omaha community and overseas. Please join Sonia 
at an information booth outside 
the sanctuary to learn more 
about these events and for 
online details at www.
femisheart.org

The 3rd Annual Gramercy Gala Celebration, 
Annual Update and Fundraiser

Date:  August 26, 2026
Location: Venue On The Ridge · 20033 Elkhorn 
Ridge Drive, Elkhorn, NE
Time: 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Tickets: Sponsorships:

2nd Annual International Mental Health 
Awareness & Wellbeing Summit

Date:   September 12, 2026
Time:   10:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Location:  Community Alliance · 7150 Arbor 
Street, Omaha, NE

Register:

Grace for Grieving Mothers

Dates:  October 24 – December 9
Time:   Saturdays, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Location:  319 S 17th Street, Omaha Suite 201

        Registration: 

Also stop by the information booth to learn more 
about our other local and international activities in 
Benin, Africa including:
 - Sibling Support Program which provides care 
packages to local hospitals for the siblings of 
families with a child battling a health issue.
 - Recently signed agreement between FHF and 
Global Partners in Hope to build a Maternal and 
Pediatric Clinic in the Glazoue, Benin region 
serving three underserved communities of over 
300,000 people. 17 acres secured and water-well to 
be completed in summer of 2026. Targeted opening 
by Q4 2027.
 - Scheduled Mission trip to Burkino-Faso in 
October 2027.

Our annual Backpack and School Supplies 
Collection for OPS officially kicks off on July 5 
running through August 14. This is always one of 
our most successful mission activities of the year 
benefiting 6 underserved OPS schools! Blue 
collection bins, properly marked, will be in placed 
outside of the sanctuary and on the brick wall 
outside of fellowship hall. Items collected include 
backpacks, pencils, pens, rulers, erasers, notepads, 
binders, glue sticks, markers, and scissors.
Last year we collected 177 backpacks, which was a 
new record. So let’s not stop there. Let’s go for 180 
in 2026! The event will wrap up with the blessing 
of backpacks on Sunday, August 9.
We will gather in the new conference room and 
lobby on Saturday, August 16 at 9:30AM to sort 
and bag the supplies and get ready for delivery on 
August 18. We encourage families with school age 
children to bring their kids to help as it is needed 
and lots of fun! We usually finish in an hour which 
leaves plenty of time for doughnuts, juice and 
coffee which are provided free of charge. Hope you 
can join us! For more information reach out to Rob 
Bailey at 973-610-5990 or at 
RobertCampbellbailey@gmail.com. Thanks in 
advance for all your support!

Femi's Heart 
Foundation Update

Backpack and School 
Supplies Collection for OPS
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A wonderful, informative tour 

About ten of us spent the morning of May 20th

learning about a program in North Omaha called I 
Be Black Girl and visiting with Preston Love at his 
marvelous North Omaha Visitors Center. 
The I Be Black Girl program is a reproductive 
justice center housed in the facility they opened in 
2024. The building is called the Anarcha Center 
and is named after Anarcha Westcott, a 17-year-old 
enslaved girl who was surgically experimented on 
by physician James Marion Sims in the 1800’s. The 
book shelf contains a book about that history and 
other issues relevant to young women in North 
Omaha. I Be Black Girl was created to serve as a 
collective for Black women and girls to actualize 
their full potential. It is based in the heart of North 
Omaha, where Ashlei Spivey, the founder grew up, 
and serves as a community hub, focusing on policy 
and power building, Black-led investments, 
maternal and child health and economic justice. 

The photos below show the creativity and 
inclusivity reflected throughout the building and the 
programming. It is a warm, inviting space where 
clients and the community feel included, energized 
and safe. They provide health, and mental health 
services. They train doulas to better address the 
disproportionately high infant mortality rate among 
black children. They also serve as a business 
incubator for child care providers and host a 
leadership program for young people ages 14 – 19, 
among other things.

The day was particularly special because Patty 
Ritchie was in town for a long overdue visit and 

was able to join us. After the tour, we grabbed a 
cup of coffee at the North Omaha Visitors Center. 
After viewing the incredible mural of numerous 
black leaders in Omaha, we gathered in the meeting 
room for a briefing about the purpose of the Center 
and conversation with Veta Jeffery, the Director of 
Operations & Projects for the Visitors Center.  As 
we were studying the wall of Black History “Firsts” 
in Omaha, Preston Love happened in and gave us 
his own rich in-person history. 

Our lives were enriched that day in many ways and 
we look forward to our next journey, possibly in 
August. Many of our tours have been suggested by 
various church members. If you have ideas for 
future tours, please send them to Kathy Moore at 
mooreomaha@yahoo.com.

AGAPE for All 
Updates

Spirit of Mission
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Solito: A Memoir
By Javier Zamora

The subjects of immigration and immigrants have 
become a significant source of concern in our 
country over the last couple of years. For me, it has 
become a subject close to my heart. At least half of 
my neighbors are Hispanic. They go to work every 
day, they take care of their children, and they pay 
their rent. They take care of their yards better than I 
do sometimes.

When my mother died a few years ago, they helped 
me mow my lawn. The fellow who mowed 
absolutely refused to allow me to pay. Nothing I 
could say would convince him to accept money. So 
it is very difficult for me to be critical of them. And 
last time I looked at the Earth from space, there is 
actually no border drawn between the USA and 
Mexico. God has made it clear that we are to 
welcome the stranger.

My apologies for the lengthy introduction, but the 
above circumstances are what prompted me to read 
this book. Solito is a 9-year-old child from El 
Salvador who has been waiting since he was an 
infant to join his parents in the United States. His 
parents had moved from El Salvador to escape the 
war going on from 1980-1992. He had been left in 
the loving care of his grandparents until it was safe 
for him to make the dangerous trip from El 
Salvador through Mexico and the Sonoran Desert.

There is the tearful goodbye to his grandparents 
and the anxiety of traveling with a group of adults 
who he didn’t really know. His grandparents knew 
these folks were safe, but they were strangers to 
him. There was an hour’s long, nerve-wracking bus 
ride with whatever food and supplies that could be 
stored in a backpack. Next there was a frightening 
and dangerous boat trip during which Solito 
actually fell overboard and had to be rescued from 
the river. 

Once the group is back on land, the next phase is an 
hour’s long walk through the Sonoran Desert. 
Much of the trek took place at night so that they 
would not be caught by authorities who would send 

them back to El Salvador. One thing to note is that 
there was no way to communicate with both 
parents and grandparents. They could only hope 
that he was safe. It’s important to note that there 
are prayers to God on every page of this memoir.

As is obvious the travelers finally made it safely to 
America. There are one or two more nail-biting 
days while his parents are contacted and travel to 
pick him up. It is interesting to know that the title 
“Solito” is Spanish for alone, which fits this story 
perfectly.

Since his triumphant arrival in this country, his 
accomplishments have been remarkable. His first 
book was a book of poetry. Since then he has 
become a Stegner Fellow at Stanford and a 
Radcliffe Fellow at Harvard. He also has 
Fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts and The Poetry Foundation. Mr. Zamora has 
accomplished all of these honors by 
the time he is in his mid-thirties. 
What a marvelous addition to our 
country’s family of university 
scholars and professors.

We have so much to learn.
Ann Pearson

From 12:30-3:30 pm in the Lower Level Great 
Room. This event is sponsored by PEO Chapter IM 
and our PCOC youth.  Proceeds are split evenly for 
our Youth Mission trips and PEO scholarships for 
women. Recommended donation of $25/ player 
includes appetizers, 2 hours of playing time, 
dessert, and possible prizes. Flyers are available at 
the information desk. Register with Earlene Uhrig.

Mahjongg for Mission
2nd Annual Fundraiser

on July 15

AGAPE Book Review
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New Member Class on July 19
Do you know someone who is looking for a church home? Invite them to visit this month! Our next New 
Member Discussion will be on Sunday, July 19, 2026 after the worship service. The discussion will last 
about an hour, and a light lunch will be provided. Scan our QR code to sign up online or call the church 
office to register! 


