
In This Issue:
Message from Our Pastor - 
Page 2

Message from Our Associate 
Pastor - Page 3

Christian Education News - 
Pages 4

Music Notes - Page 5

Deacons Update - Page 5

Our Church Family - Page 6

Fellowship Groups / Events - 
Page 7

Spirit of Mission - 
Pages 8 & 9

Giving Tree Information - 
Page 10

1517 S 114th Street
Omaha, NE 68144

Phone:
402-333-7466

Fax:
402-697-9084

Email:
churchofthecross@pcoc.us

Website: 
churchofthecrossomaha.org

Presbyterian 
Church of the Cross

We have many activities and mission opportunities available to 
push our Legacy Forward this season. Check out some of the 

opportunities available below if there is anything you can commit 
some time to this Advent season!

Remembrance Service Sunday, November 1, at 4:00 p.m
Our church’s Cross Care Connections program is 
reaching out to members and families to come and 
remember your loved one during our annual afternoon 

service in our Sanctuary. You are invited to stay after the service for 
continued fellowship at a reception in the Welcome Center. 

Fall Clean-Up Saturday, November 7, from 9 am to Noon.
All members are invited and welcome to 
participate! Bring your garden gloves, pruners, 
rakes, shovels, and trash barrels! If you have a 
chain saw that would be helpful this year as well. 
We will rake leaves and debris to spruce up our 

landscaped areas to prepare our grounds for the winter season 
ahead. TREATS, juice and coffee will be available for fellowship. 
Your help will be very much appreciated! Thank you!

‘Tis the Season SHF Fundraiser Lunch is November 15.
All ages – the young and the young at heart – are invited to join us 
for this SHF fundraiser on Sunday, November 15 at 
Noon. This continues to be one of SHF’s biggest 
fundraising events of the year, supporting their 
summer mission trip. You can learn more and view 
available crafts on page 4.

Vesper Concert on November 15
Adam Hu and Friends take the stage the evening of 
November 15 at 7:00 p.m. (originally scheduled for 
November 13). You can learn more on Page 5.

Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, November 28, at 10:00 a.m
All are invited to help us decorate the Sanctuary 
at the Hanging of the Greens. Our Sanctuary is 
such a beautiful place during the Advent and 
Christmas season. It takes many hands to make it that way, and we 
hope you can help us! We’ll hang evergreen garlands and bows and 
decorate trees on November 28 at 10:00 a.m. Festive music for the 
season and sweet treats will make for a fun morning. All ages are 
welcome! 
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November Activites lead 
the way to Advent!



As we turn the calendar page to November, we 
find ourselves wrapping up our Stewardship 
Campaign for 2027 as we think about next year.  
To those who have already done so, thank you 
for sending in your commitment cards.  It is trite 
but true – everybody’s commitment really 
matters - especially yours!  We need everybody’s 
commitment card.

As our Moment for Stewardship speakers kept 
mentioning, each Christian is called to support 
God’s activity through the church.  We are 
blessed to be part of a congregation which gives 
20% of our total pledged amount to mission.  We 
have a beautiful campus to maintain.  We have 
quality education programs for children, youth, 
and adults.  Our music program is well received 
and well supported.  We are a mix of long time 
and brand new members.  We keep attracting 
new members who jump right in and find their 
niche to serve.  We are blessed by God in so 
many ways.

November is the time of year when the PCOC 
Nominating Committee asks for your help in 
identifying candidates for positions opening in 
2027 for Elder and Deacon.  The committee is 
searching for individuals who have demonstrated 
gifts for leadership and a commitment to the life 
and ministry of our congregation. The easiest and 
quickest way to nominate someone is by filling 
out a form online from our website.  You can also 
volunteer to be considered yourself.  

Those elected to the office of Elder comprise the 
Session, which is the governing body of the 
church.  The Session is responsible for providing 
for worship and the administration of the 
Sacraments: Baptism and Communion; receiving 
new members; leading the congregation in 
mission; providing for educational ministry, 
pastoral care, and fellowship opportunities; and 
stewardship.  Responsibilities include: attend 

monthly Session meetings, lead or serve on one 
or more Session committees, participate in 
serving Communion on designated Sundays.  
Each year 8 elders are elected to serve a 3-year 
term of service.

Deacons are the caregivers of the congregation 
and are sometimes referred to as “the heart of the 
church.”  Responsibilities include:  attend 
monthly board meetings, serve on some of the 
deacon sub-groups including the annual Advent 
Dinner.  Each year 8 deacons are elected to 
serve a 3-year term of service.

The belief that the people of God are called to be 
leaders is at the heart of the Presbyterian way. In 
our form of government, church members choose 
leaders to represent them.  Please help our 
Nominating Committee to discern who our new 
Elders and Deacons will be!  

The Tuesday Bible studies continue to study 2 
Corinthians. Feel free to join in, either at 7:00 
a.m. (men) or at 1:00 p.m. (everyone).  Just 
bring your favorite Bible and come to the 
Welcome Center, 

Tuesday Bible Studies

Marshall Zieman
Your pastor and friend,
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Pastor/Head of Staff
Marshall Zieman
(402)333-7466 x 1
marshall@pcoc.us

A Word from Our Pastor

Page 3 - November 2026

A Word from Our Associate Pastor

With the coming of November should come 
thoughts that revolve around all the things we’re 
thankful for. And of course I am thankful for so 
many things: family and friends, our church and 
my faith, too many things to list here. But what has 
been on my mind a lot lately is the gift that comes 
with reading the Word of God alongside other 
believers. What the Word looks like from someone 
else’s vantage point continues to be a gift that not 
only shapes and changes my understanding of a 
given text, but one that shapes and changes my 
faith in return; an experience with the Bible that I 
could not create on my own, an incredible 
reminder of one of the reasons why we are called 
by God and the Book of Order to be a Community 
of Faith.

As I consider such experiences, I cannot help but 
recall our last Cornerstone semester when the 
revelation of others led to my own revelations 
about Adam and Eve in the Garden (I remain 
convinced after reading it with some of our 
members that it is an eternal tightening of 
concentric ironic circles – of which I’m not sure I 
could ever truly arrive at the bottom) and the 
Tower of Babel (wrestling with the wisdom of our 
faiths’ forerunners to include such a wildly 
juxtaposing text alongside the rest of the ancestral 
narratives – truly, it sticks out like such a sore 
thumb, but there remains much to be learned from 
said sore thumb). 

As I consider such experiences further, I cannot 
help but think of this Cornerstone right now, and 
how the experience of reading about Abram and 
Sarai with others – all the vastitudes of fate that 
befall them again and again; all of God’s grace that 
befalls them again and again; and all of the tension 
and, quite frankly, weirdness that comes with all of 
their adventures – has led me once more to deeper 
insight and faith.

And so it has been over the past couple weeks in 
considering Abram and Sarai with others, and on 
my own, again and again that I cannot help but be 
thankful and overwhelmed by two overarching, 
revelatory themes: first, that when we try to solve 
our own problems instead of walking the path that 

God has laid before us, we make a mess of things 
(and yet still grace abounds); and second, that even 
when we are unaware of God’s presence, God 
continues to make a way for us, even when God is 
doing it tangentially.

The first revelation comes from considering Abram 
and Sarai’s adventure into Egypt to flee famine and 
Sarai’s instruction for Abram to have a child with 
Hagar to secure progeny. Both cases involve 
promises God has made: promise of land/nation 
and promise of seed/offspring. Succinctly, Abram 
abandons the promise land because of famine; 
Sarai loses her patience in waiting for a child – 
chaos and jeopardy ensues both times – and yet 
God does not give up on them and instead finds 
ways to turn their errors into blessings.

The second revelation comes from considering 
what the Word of the Lord (Christ) says to Abram 
after he’s feeling a little lost and discouraged in a 
vision – “I am the Lord who brought you out of 
Ur” (Gen. 15.7). This is one of the most 
profoundly lowkey things said in the entire Bible – 
and that’s because if we’re paying close attention, 
we’d recall that God led Terah out of Ur and unto 
Haran, not Abram. What God is saying then in this 
moment is that I’ve been with you the whole time, 
long before you were ever aware of it, guiding you 
your entire life. It’s an absolutely incredible 
moment.

Friends, as we navigate this month of great thanks, 
I pray that you can look back as I can at the 
moments of your life in which you errored greatly 
and yet God blessed you beyond measure in return; 
I pray that as you look forward you come to see 
and know the God who has been with you long 
before you knew it to be true; and I pray that all of 
this happens in the good company of family and 
friends who share in your faith.

Thanks be to God for Abram

Associate Pastor
Josh Garry
(402)333-7466 x 2
josh@pcoc.us

A Word from Our PastorLet's Finish up our 
Stewardship Campaign

Recommend Candidates for 
PCOC Leadership



Advent in Plain Sight
Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Tuesdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom
November 22 – December 13

In this daily devotional for Advent, Christmas, and 
Epiphany, Jill Duffield draws readers’ attention to 
ten ordinary objects that appear in the biblical 
narratives of messianic prophesy and incarnation – 
objects we encounter in our own lives. Readers 
will find new meaning in the biblical account of 
Jesus’ coming. By connecting everyday objects 
with biblical texts, readers see the near kingdom of 
heaven on earth and ponder what that divine 
proximity enables and asks them to do and be. 
Each daily devotional features Scripture reading, 
prayer, and reflection, reminding Christians that 
God still dwells among us, even in the most 
ordinary places.  Register online by November 1.

All ages – the young and the young at heart - are 
invited to join us for this SHF fundraiser on 
Sunday, November 15 at Noon. This continues to 
be one of SHF’s biggest fundraising events of the 
year, supporting their summer mission trip. Next 
year they’re going to Rimrock Camp in Rapid, 
South Dakota. Come for lunch and stay for crafts!
We’re introducing activities that encourage full 
family participation. There will be one shut in 
craft, one family craft, and three other crafts. Each 
one has been thoughtfully chosen so everyone can 
enjoy creating together. 
We hope to see all generations join us 
for this special fundraiser.
Please be sure to register online by 
November 1 to reserve your crafts.
If you have any questions, please contact Heather.

'Tis the Season Crafts: 

We are collecting cotton fabric in Red, Green, 
White, and Cream solids or prints for the family 
craft. They will be cut into 3-inch squares, so 
scraps will work, too. Drop off donations in the bin 
in the lobby. 

Tuesday, December 29 at 6 p.m. 
Take some time out of your busy holiday season to 
enjoy some good food and great company as you 
catch up with your old friends and youth leaders 
from SHF! RSVP to Heather by December 15. 
Invites are in the mail. 

SHF Reunion Dinner Party

Christian Education News
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Poinsettia Order 
for Christmas

Christian Education News
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Music Notes

Deacons Update

Submitted by Shanna Mathia

Each year, on the first Sunday of December, the deacons of PCOC, together with many other committees’ 
participation, take great joy in planning, preparing, and serving the Advent Dinner following the Christmas 
Pageant. It is a cherished tradition that welcomes our church family into the season of hope and expectation. 

The deacons see this as an all-hands-on-deck event, as it is the largest regularly scheduled meal we serve 
annually, typically in excess of 225 attendees. The planning begins weeks in advance as deacons gather to 
choose the menu, set a budget, organize shopping lists, and divide responsibilities so that every detail is 
covered. As the date draws near, they coordinate with other committees, purchase food, chop and prep the 
food, and set the tables the Saturday before the dinner. On the day of the dinner, the entire board of deacons 
work side by side in the kitchen, cooking, stocking the buffet table, and dessert tables and serving each 
guest with love before cleaning up together once the evening ends. 

Each Advent Dinner weekend, the deacons set aside their entire weekends to prepare and serve this dinner. 
Their service is more than a meal; it is a living expression of Christ's call to serve one another, creating a 
time of fellowship, gratitude, and anticipation as our congregation prepares to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior. If you have never attended an Advent Dinner, we highly encourage you to sign up in November and 
attend on December 6th.

Fabric Donation Needed

Join us for an Advent Study Important Dates to Remember

November 15  ‘Tis the Season Workshop  
   & Lunch, Noon
November 22  Advent Study Begins
December 6  Children’s Christmas   
   Pageant, 5p.m.
December 9   Confirmation Christmas  
   Party, 6 p.m. 
December 13   Sunday School ends

DATE CHANGE: Adam Hu and friends 
is rescheduled for Sunday Evening, 

November 15
Three Omaha musicians take the stage the evening 
of November 15 at 7:00 p.m. (originally scheduled 
for November 13). Pianist Adam Hu will join 
violinist Henry Jenkins and cellist Boris Chalakov 
for the Brahms Piano Trio No. 1 and the U.S. 
premiere of Canadian composer Kevin Lau’s “A 
Simple Secret.” As always, the concert is FREE. 
No reservations required.

The sanctuary is so beautiful during 
the Advent and Christmas season, 
especially with the addition of the 
many poinsettias purchased by church 

members. This year’s orders are due by Friday, 
Nov. 20 and will arrive by December 12. Order 
forms can be found at the information desk or 
online and will be mailed with the November issue 
of Cross Currents. The cost of each poinsettia is 
$18.00. Please make checks payable to 
Presbyterian Church of the Cross.

Kristi Treu

Director of Music & Executive 
Director of Vesper Concerts

(402)333-7466 x 4

kristi@pcoc.usWorship & Music Committee Moderator:
Charlotte Hubbard - Worship&Music@pcoc.us

CE Committee Moderator: Laurie Kerr

JHF Leaders: Jeremy Cunningham, Julie Evers, 
Ashley Sherlock, & John Stalnaker

SHF Leaders: Ethan Bennett, Jonathan Fritz, 
Lisa Luke, & Piper Smith

Heather Berry
Director of Christian Education
(402)333-7466 x 4
heather@pcoc.us

'Tis the Season Workshop
and Fundraiser Lunch

Advent is the Runway of Hope



Thanks to so many of you who texted, called, 
visited or sent cards and prayers to our family 
during the illness and death of my mother, Mary 
Elizabeth Kennedy. This church is truly a second 
family and you have given us the gifts of caring 
and comfort.

Thank you. Mary Lynn and John Bennett, Elise, 
Daniel and Alena
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Reminder: Please contact the church office 
when you or a family member is hospitalized at 
churchofthecross@pcoc.us or at 402-333-7466.

In need of a Prayer?

11/1  Joshua Bumsted, Sandy Simpson, 
 Lowell Benson
11/2 Charlie Darling, Greg Hanson,
11/3  Jameson Huff, Chad Justice, Earlene Uhrig
11/4  Anna Flairty, Kim Petersen, Gwen Graves
11/5  Neal Hubbard
11/6 Yvonne Wise
11/7 Liam Frampton, Ruth Madison
11/8  Corey Prideaux, Pam Swenson
11/9  Carla Fritz, McKenzie Johnson
11/10  Jane Hawkins, Ethan Lindsey, Kathy Jerry
11/11  Paula Allen, Harper Ellis, 
 Dorothy McIntyre, Karen Smith
11/12  Fred Henry, Margaret Knight, 
 Ashley Sherlock, Rylee Spencer
11/13  Sandi Stuckey
11/14  Jim DePooter, Beth McGrath, Garrett Voss,
 Kim Erickson
11/16  Trudy Meyer, Brad Miner
11/17  Doug Buchanan, Rob Koch, Bob Mooney  
 Nancy Quine
11/18  Agustina Lopez, Linda Madison, 
 Evan McFadden
11/19  Kate Trapp, Dan Innes
11/20  Colton Hansen Holdren, Angela Holdren  
 Mark Traynowicz
11/21  Lance deStwolinski, Sarah Grady, 
 Natalie Piotrowski
11/22  Mimi Bauer, Bob Hansen, Judy Thomas
11/23  Chet Thompson, Dave Jennings
11/24  Rod Adams, Sophina Kebeh
11/25  Liam Kort
11/26  Nickie Quartoroli
11/28  Sharon Jelinek, Carter Kahler
11/29  Ginny Redden, Bryant Schiessler
11/30  Jayne Frederickson

Thank you from our Members!
Submit a prayer request via email. All requests are 
shared only with members of the Prayer Team.

Prayer Team Coordinators: Julie Buehler & Judy 
Arms - prayerteam@pcoc.us
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PCOC Book Group 
on November 18

PCOC Book Group will meet 
November 18 in The Courtyard 
Room from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. to 
review The Correspondent by Virginia Evans. All 
readers are welcome! Questions? Contact 
Charlotte Hubbard.

Active Minds in November
November is Mahjongg month at 
Active Minds!  We will also have 
Kings on the Corner for a card 
game.  Please,  let Earlene know if 
you plan to join us so we have 

enough game sets available!  Be sure to bring 
your 2026 card if you have one.  Every Tuesday, 
lower level Great Room, 1:30-4:00pm.

Friday Night Gourmet 
on November 13

Friday Night Gourmets will meet 
next on November 13, at 
Charleston’s Restaurant  located at 
76th and Dodge (7540 Dodge St,  
402-991-0055).   Social Time will 
begin at 6:30 pm with  Dinner at 7:00 pm. We 
will be ordering off the full menu (GF menu 
available). Sign-up sheet is located at the 
Information Desk.  Please sign up by Sunday, 
November 8.  Our Hosts are Curt Field (402-689-
0429) and Dan Scanlan.  Please join us for an 
evening of lively conversation and good food!   
Everyone is Welcome!   (Call Curt or Launie 
Lambert 402-676-3709 with any questions.)

Presbyterian Men Shrimp Boil 
Fundraiser is November 8
Presbyterian Men are once again hosting 
an old-fashioned shrimp boil on Sunday, 
November 8th in Fellowship Hall at 
5:30pm.  The entertainment will be “The 
Michael Frederickson Trio”.  Come and 

enjoy scrumptious ‘JUMBO’ fresh shrimp (or 
chicken cordon bleu) served with all the fixins!  
The suggested donation is only $20 per person or 
more if you wish.  ALL proceeds will go to 
purchase “baby formula” for Heartland Hope 

Mission (HHM).  Sign up and pay in advance 
(checks to Presbyterian Men) at the Information 
Desk by Sunday, November 1st.  Contact Jim 
Miller 402-290-8328 or Frank McMullen 402-
980-2943 with questions.

49ERS on November 3
Our program for Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026, will be 
Rev. Kirk Ruckman, Pastor 
Emeritus, PCOCO, 
enlightening us regarding the 

history of Presbyterian Church of the Cross and 
the many stages that have been taken to bring us 
to the present day with our building and 
programs.   The lunch location is Wheatfields, 
One Pacific Place, at 11:30 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome, whether or not you are 49, younger or 
older, come join us! We will order from a special 
menu. For reservations or questions, please 
contact Mary Ott, 402-201-4103, or Judy 
Sundberg, 402-333-6981,  We also have a sign-
up sheet at the Information Center.

Presbyterian Women 
on November 5

As the season changes, the 
Presbyterian Women are falling for 
the Horizon’s Bible study. 
Thursday, November 5th Karen 
Saunders will guide us in Lesson 3 
based on 1 Corinthians Chapters 5 
& 6. We’ll discover that through 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ, we are free to 
make choices benefiting each other. Ladies join 
us at 9:30 am on the first Thursday in the 
Courtyard classroom. If you have questions, 
please contact Cindy Nisley at 402-850-0889.

Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to be on 
an usher team! There is one usher captain spot 
left to fill for the 4th Sunday of each month at 
the 11:10 service. If you have questions or would 
like to fill this position please contact
Mary Lynn Bennett at 402-618-6992
or bennettmtbc@gmail.com.

One Usher Spot Remaining!

Fellowship Groups & EventsOur Church Family. 
Congregational Life is Changing!

Congregational Life has a new name.  
FELLOWSHIP AND HOSPITALITY.  It was 
decided that our committee name was not indicative 
of what we actually did.  So...FELLOWSHIP 
encompasses events such as the Annual Meeting, 
Pancake Man, VBS lunch, Trunk or Treat (the 
healthy nourishment part), Staff Welcomes and 
Farewells, Advent Dinner decor and any additional 
events that we may be called upon to plan.  
HOSPITALITY would include recruiting greeters 
for Sundays and other events when needed, 
manning the Information Desk in the Welcome 
Center, scheduling Deacons and Elders for Sunday 
Coffee Hosting and we can't forget delivering the 
cookies and donut holes each Sunday for 
Fellowship Hour.  If you enjoy great conversation 
while decorating themed tables, cutting fruit and 
veggies, plating breakfast pastries & desserts and 
sometimes even making soup and chili, then this is 
the committee for you.  We meet at 4 PM the first 
Tuesday of each month in the Welcome Center class 
room.  Everyone is welcome.  Come see what we 
are all about.  We would love more helping hands 
and creative minds joining our Fellowship and 
Hospitality Committee.

- Sue Meusey and Pam Swenson  Co-Moderators

Membership Committee Co-Moderators: Trudy 
Meyer & Earlene Uhrig - Membership@pcoc.us

Fellowship and Hospitality Committee Co-
Moderators: Pam Swenson & Sue Meusey - 
CongregationalLife@pcoc.us



The Mission Committee would like to share with 
you some of the mail we receive every month from 
the organizations which are the grateful recipients 
of your generosity.  Below are the latest thank you 
notes we have received:

-Rev. Mary Beene, PCUSA Office of Stewardship 
& Funds Development Stewardship Officer, thanks 
you for your $2,060 June 2026 gift that supports 
Shared Mission and which purchased a piglet, a 
rainwater catchment system, an improved 
cookstove and a refugee food basket from the 
Presbyterian Giving Catalog.

-Pastor Chelsea Salifou, CEO of Heartland Hope 
Mission thanks you for your contributions of $745 
and $335 that provides working poor families with 
a week’s supply of groceries, which includes fresh 
produce, meat, milk and hygiene items.  Your gift 
also allows families in need to have access to 
clothing, household items, and an opportunity to 
meet with a Client Service Specialist to receive 
navigational services, SNAP (food stamp) 
application assistance and connects them to 
Heartland Hope's Job Paths program.

-Thank you for your support of Omaha Welcomes 
the Stranger and its families of migrants and 
asylum-seekers. These families and the volunteers 
of OWS are grateful for your generosity.

-Voices for Children thanks you for your support of 
their September fundraiser “Raise Your Voice.”

.

Sunday, November 8
4:15 to 6:15 p.m.

PCOC has the dinner shift on the 
2nd Sunday of every month at 
Siena Francis House. We need at 
least 6 volunteers. Please consider 

giving your time to this mission.Questions? 
Contact Keith Allen.Scan our QR code to access 
the church online sign up page. We’ve made it easy 
to sign up to serve at Siena Francis House. 

Submitted by Sue Kiel
"Out of the Seats and Into the Streets" by 

Ron Dotzler is the story of ABIDE, the non-profit 
begun in Omaha in 1989. Ron and his wife Tawny 
were living a suburban lifestyle in West Omaha. 
When they felt called to mission work, they 
planned to serve in Africa or another third-world 
country. God had a different plan, and instead 
planted them in North Omaha. The North Omaha 
map was divided into neighborhoods. Next, 
ABIDE purchased 
condemned or abandoned
homes which volunteers 
then renovated. Families 
were recruited to move in 
and be the advocate for 
their neighborhood. Each 
home was called the 
neighborhood 
“Lighthouse”. By 2015 21 
homes had been 
transformed. Some police reports have shown a 
75% reduction in the crime rate in areas
where the Lighthouse family support and 
encourage their neighbors. Ron includes stories of 
young people, whose lives had been filled with 
trauma and dysfunction, developing leadership in 
an environment of love. In the Bible, Jesus doesn’t 
ask us to sit in a pew on Sunday morning. Jesus 
asks us to love our neighbors and serve those who 
are in need…. Taking Christ’s love Into the Streets.

The Mission
Committee Mailbox

Siena Francis House
Servers Needed

Mission Committee Moderator:
Beth Maxwell - Mission@pcoc.us
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I Am A Man, Joe Starita, author
Sunday, November 22 from 2:00 – 3:00 pm

Central Library at 7205 Dodge, 
Community Room C

We will be attending a speaker session at the 
Central branch of the Omaha Public Library at 
7205 Dodge in Community Room C, on Sunday, 
November 22nd from 2:00 – 3:00. Author, Joe 
Starita will be speaking about his book “I Am A 
Man”. This book (which is in our library) 
chronicles the Ponca Chief Standing Bear’s 600-
mile Journey for Justice, returning the body of his 
deceased son to their tribal burial ground in 
Nebraska after the Ponca tribe was exiled to 
Oklahoma. We have reserved sixteen seats for the 
event and have eight people signed up so far. If 
you are interested in joining us, please sign up 
online or at the Information Desk. We will carpool 
from the church, leaving the North parking lot by 
1:30.

If November 22 doesn’t work for you, he will also 
be speaking at the Abrahams Library location, 
90th & Fort, on Monday, Nov 9 from 6:00 – 7:00 
pm. You could sign up by either calling the 
Abrahams branch or registering online with the 
Omaha Public Library.

We do have this book in our Agape Library if you 
want to borrow it. To prepare for that event, you 
may also want to enjoy a lovely fall visit to our 
own Standing Bear Lake at 6404 N 132nd. This 
plaque is a beautiful memorial to Chief Standing 
Bear’s life and the lake is a lovely, peaceful place 
to visit.

One more November opportunity you may 
enjoy:

Braver Angels Family & Politics Workshop
Saturday, November 7th   from 9 a.m. – Noon

Saint Luke United Methodist Church
120 & Davenport Parking Lot

 St. Luke United Methodist Church has partnered 
with us on several Agape events. They have invited 
us to join them for a workshop to help gain skills 
to prevent political disagreement from ruining your 
appetite (or your relationships). This is scheduled 
the weekend after the mid-term elections and prior 
to holiday dinners with family and friends. It is 
intended to help participants preserve relationships 
while staying true to their values and political 
beliefs.

We will not be attending this as a group. I don’t 
know yet if I can attend. It is just an opportunity 
that some of us may want to take advantage of.  
The event is free. Pre-registration is required. 
Seating is limited so please use this QR code or go 
to BraverAngels.org/events and 
search by event date. Questions? 
Email kekeller@braverangels.org.

Spotlight on the Libary

Please Join us for our 
November Agape Outing

Spirit of MissionSpirit of Mission
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Believe it or not, you will be seeing a Christmas tree in our 
narthex by the end of November. This Giving Tree will be 
decorated with green and red paper angels with gift 
suggestions for local 11 - 15 year old boys and girls whose 
parents will not have enough funds to buy presents for their 
children this Christmas.

The tree will be set-up and decorated by our JHF by Sunday, 
11/22 and remain up until Sunday, 12/06. Please take a paper 
angel from the tree and shop for the 11 -15 year old boy or 
girl, returning the unwrapped gift by Sunday, 12/06. HHM is 
also requesting rolls of Christmas wrapping paper to be 
donated.

All of the gifts will be transferred to Heartland Hope Mission 
to be organized by sex and age group on tables for parents to 
shop for their kids at one of several scheduled Christmas 

celebrations. An adopt-a-family option will also be provided 
through their website.The parents will be taking home a 
turkey or ham for their Christmas dinner, along with their 
gifts and wrapping paper.

Many volunteers are needed to sort gifts, organize tables, and 
work at the scheduled Christmas events. Soon, volunteers 
will be able to sign-up on the HHM website at https://
heartlandhopemission.org. It is very gratifying to volunteer 
for this meaningful event and volunteer slots fill up quickly.

Thank you for continuing to support this special annual event 
commemorating the birth of Jesus.

John Bennett - Mission Committee

Giving Tree Benefits Local Children in Need at 
HHM's Annual Christmas Event


